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The  Russian  Empire,  Tar* ary*  and 
Part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Persia, 

By   j  O  H  N    C  6  O  Ki  M.  D.   at  Hamilton. 
IN     TWO     VOtUMEs. 

vot,.  it 


A  id  kmtflaltlh  natifiimu,  ta  autfola  expeunda  tft,  out  cent  omitipinf 
itrt  grvoUr  eft  habenda,  qmam  rtliqua  omnia.    Tul. 
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Prince. 
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fending. 
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tb  the  right    honourable 
the  Countess Bowaoer  6f 

HYNDFORD, 

RELICT    OF 
THE    RIGHT   HONOURABLE 

JOHN  Earl  of  Hyndford, 

VISCOUNT   INGLISBURY  AND  GRANGE, 

LOAD    CARMICHAEL  OF  CARMICHAEL, 

KNIGHT     OF     THE 

MOST    ANCIENT     ORDER      OF 

THE     THISTLE) 

ONE    OF     THE    LORDS    OF 

HIS    MAJESTY**    BED    CHAMBER, 

LORD    LIEUTENANT    AND 

PRINCIPAL    SHERIFF 

O  F    T  H  E 

COUNTY  OP  LANARK, 

ONE  OP  Ht$  MAJESTY'* 

MOST   HONOURABLE   PRIVY    COUNCIL* 

AND 
VICE   ADMIRAL   OF    SCOTLAND. 


My  Lady, 

THough  fulfome  flattery  finds  the  mat- 
ter, and  forms  the  manner,  of  moil  of 
our  modern  dedications,  yet  true  merit  (hurts 
praife,  where  the  femblance  of  it,  fond  of 
feme,  feeks  no  more  t  Hence  the  pen  of  a 
parafite charged  with  adulation,  decorates  his 
patron  with  divine  honours,  who  is,  perhaps, 
devoid  of  every  human  virtue. 

r  Digitized  by  VjQOQ  IC 

a  Ths 


iv  DEDICATION. 

The  purpofe,  my  Lady,  of  the  prefent 
dedication  is  very  different ;  it  is  no*  to  play 
the  panegyrift,  but  to  pubjiih  the  truth  ;  and 
even  now,  as  formerly',  to  declare  that  gra- 
titude which  ftill  glowa  in  my  heart  for  the 
countenance  and  protection  with  which  £our 
Jate  and  much  lamented  Lord  ww.filerfectft 
i^x  the  year  1748,  to  honour  me  3t  the 
court  of  St  Peterfburgh ;  as  alfo,  to  the  laft 
hour  af  his  LordQiipfs  precious  Jifei,  tp  di- 
ftinguilh  me  with  the  amiable  appellation  of 
Friend. 

Th  b  great  dead  aw  held  ip  cvcrlafting 
remembrance  ;  as  the  good  man*  and  the 
true  patriot,  though  ordered,  with  others,  to. 
the  chambers  of  death,  :ftij|  Rvei  #  jgd  will  e- 
ver  be  a  memorial,  and  a  imnifter  9$  virtue, 
<even  to  thttfe  oa  whom. the  end  of  the 
world  (hall  come. 

Such,  my  Lady,  fo  full  of  iperit,  fo  re- 
markably renowned  was  your  late  Lord,  and. 
hence  fo  highly  honoured  by  ferelgii  courts  ; 
particularly  By  that  df  St.fceterfburgh,  wherft 
'.his  LoFdfliipib  longv  and.fo  worthHy  J  repre- 
sented his:hteMajeftyt  of  glorious  hiemary* 
.There:  hfe  LordjEhipdid  figtral  jdeeds  ;,  andf 
.  fa v©ured  by;  the,  EmpnefV  *  Elisabeth ,  a  <great 
and  magnanimous. .Pauncefo;  found  no  diffi* 
cuky.iq  ^ompliftiing' what  his  pjrcdeceflbrs 
could  only  attempt.     .;    ..:„.  \^^&Me  J 
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DEDICATION,  v 

The  Emprefs  of  Germany,  and  the  King 
of  Pruflia,  two  mighty  potentates,  charmed 
with  his  Lord(hip*s  character,  and  confcious 
of  his  great  wifdom  and  worth,  were  plea- 
fed,  with  his  Britannic  Majefty's  pe?miffionf 
to  lodge  with  him  a  carte  blanche  to  arbitrate 
a  peace  between,  them ;  which  he  effected  to 
the  entire  fttisfadtion  of  thofe  high  con? 
tending  powers,  and  much  to  the  honour  of 
Great  Britain  I 

Your  Ladyflitp's  moft  amiable  and.  ex- 
cellent endowments  open  a,  large  field ;  but* 
certain  I  (hould  offend,  I  mud  here  be  (i~ 
lent,  ^and  ceafe  to  celebrate  them ;  honour- 
ed, however,  with  yoiur  permiffion,  I  humbly 
beg  leave  to  lay  the  following  fheets  before 
you,  in  the  pleafing  hope,,  that,  whatever 
judgment  thp  public  may  forn».  of  them, 
they  will  be  gracioufly  received  by  you  as  a 
proof  of  that  gratitude,  refpeft,  and  efleem, 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


May  it  pleafe  your  Ladyflbip, 
Your  LadyChip's  moft  obliged, 
Moft  hupiblp,  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

T0HN'C00.EP°gIe 
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CHAf,    L 

Contenting  the  Memorable  revolution  at  the  Court 
of  St  Petersburghf  in  the  night  betwixt  the 
24th  and  25  th  of  November  0*  S.   1741^ 

IN  treating  of  this  extraordinary  revalua- 
tion, I  (hall  firft  give  an  account  df  what 
I  ofcferved  myfelf  the  day  before,  atid  thb 
day  after  it  happened  j  I  (hall  next  givfe 
fuch  account  of  the  manner,  and  the  affift* 
ance  the  I*rincef s  had,  to  carry  on  this  fin*- 
prifing  revolutiori,  as  I  had  from  good 
authority ;  altogiether  disregarding  what  at 
that  time  was  published  in  news-papers,  ma- 
gazines, &c.  beeaufe  I  ant  very  certain  they 
.  were  really  erroneous* 

About  three  o'clock  iri  the  Morning  of  the 
twenty  ♦fifth  inftant,  I  Was  routed  out  of  my 
fleep  by  a  very  rude  knocking  at  the  gate  of 
my  wife's  father's  houfe,  where  I  then  lodg- 
ed. The  gate  being  opened,  a  ferjeant  of  the 
guards  entered,  and  went  to  Mr  Selkirk  fur- 
geon  to  their  regiment,  who  lodged  in  the 

A  Dgtizedby^Oqgle 
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next  rQipm  tp  m|pe.  Theferjeant  acquaint- 
ed him,  that,  by  orders  from  Court,  his  at- 
tendance there,  in  the  winter  palace,  was  ex- 
petted  with  all  convenient  fpecd ;  that  he  did 
not  know  the  reaibn  of  thefe  orders,  but 
that*he  was  going  through  to  warn  all  the 
officers  belonging  to  that  company  to  make 
their  immediate  appearance  in  the  winter 
palace :  Upon  Avhich  he  went  off,  and  I 
went  to  Mr  Selkirk,  who  had  very  many 
ye^rs  ferveji  in  the  guards,  and  afked  hirou 
What  he  thought  could  be  the  reafon  ^of  fuch 
others £t.  that  time?  He  faid,  that  he  fui- 
pefted  the  young  Emperor  was  dead  ;  for 
It?  never  got  fuch  orders  in  the  night-time, 
except  tupo«  the  like  occafions.  I  cold  him 
$hatyefterday  morning  I  had  feen  the  guarcfe 
$>ay  tbfir  refpefts  to  the  Emperor,  who  was 
in  his  nurfe's  arms  at  a  window  ;  that  I  alfp 
iajt  his  father,  the  genpraliffimo  with  his  bro- 
ther driving  in  an  ppen  fledge,  unattended 
ity  »ny#  except  his  liverymen,  through  the 
Areets  ;  therefore,  at  that  time,  it  was  not 
-prphabk .  fhat  the  Emperor  was  fick.  He 
went  away,  nor  did  he  return  when  I  left: 
*he  houfe  at  ten  of  the  clock  forenoon  ;  nor 
hzd  any  thing  ag  yet  trapfpired  in  that  pant 
pf  the  city  where  I  lived.  I  went  flraighjt 
■to  the  admiralty,  diftant  about  a  mile,  and 
tphferved  many  foldiers  marching  from  .the 
JM3fehbo»ring  vUfcgps  into  the  city,  in  deep 
iiknise,  dragging  theif  grms  upon  fmdllhand 

fledges. 


• 


TRAVEL  Sr  $ 

fledges.      Few  citizen*   appeared    dn    thfc 
ftreets.    When  I  came  near  the  admiralty,  J 
few  many  thoufands  of  fokfiers  on  the  greae 
area  before  the  winter  palace,  toiling  their 
hats  high  in  the  air,  calling  oat  at  die  fame 
rime  :  But  the  diftance  I  was  from  them  pre-1 
rented  my  hearing  diftincily  what  they  fhid* 
and  I  judged  it  not  prudent  to  aflc  any  que* 
ftions  as  I  was  a  foreigner.    I  therefore  con- 
tinued my  journey,  and  pad  all  the  centU 
nels    about   the    admiralty,    without  their 
(peaking  one  word  to  me-:  At  laft,  when'  £ 
entered   into  the  chamber  where  I  was  ex- 
pelting  to  get  my  affairs  fbon  ended,  I  ob-« 
fcrved  the  writers,  (not  employed  a*  thejr 
uftd  to  be)  fitting  whilpering  fomewhat  a- 
mongft  themfelvcs :  When  I  had  made  inqui- 
ry about  my  affairs,  they  let  me  know  that 
no   affairs  would  be  tranfe&ed  that  day.  I* 
ifetired,  now  not  doubting  of  fomething  ex-' 
traordinary  having  happened  at  Court,  but 
never  dreamed  of  the  true  affair :  I  pro- 
ceeded next  towards  the  draw-bridge,  but  the' 
oentinel  faid  that  he  had  orders  that  morn- 
ing not  to  permit  any  perfon  to  go  out  of 
the  admiralty,  but  to  hinder  none  to  come* 
in. 

The  reader  muft  know,  that  there  is  al- 
ways a  confide  rable  party  of  men  from  the 
guards,  and  alfo  a  command  of  Tailors.  The' 
guards  are  obliged  to  obey  the  orders  of  thu 
admiralty,  and  thefe  were  the  orders  for  that 

day. 
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day.  Underftanding  that  Mr  Caithnefs  w$s 
in  the  admiralty  upon  duty,  I  went  to  him* 
and  he  confirmed  what  the  centinel  had  faid 
to  be  true  ;  but  I  ohCeiyed  to  Mr  Caith-r 
aefs,  that  fuch  oilers  could  only  refpeft  pro- 
perly the  fervants  of  the  admiralty,  becaufe 
it  would  be  very  abfurd  to.  imagine  that  the 
board  could  think  of  detaining  every  perfoa 
belonging  pa  the  fleet,  and  far  lefs  me  who 
belonged  to  the  port  of  Aftrachaq.  I  there-* 
fore  propofed,  that  he  fhould  go  with  me  to 
the  captain  of  the  guards  dien  upon  duty, 
and  be  made  certain  of  this  affair.  To  this 
he  agreed  ;  but  faid  I  would  be  yrelcome  to 
his  table  and  bed,  if  the  captain  fhould  infift 
on  detaining  me?  He  fak},  that  fuch  an  or- 
der never  had  been  fent  to  the  admiralty 
fince  he  began  to  ferve  ;  but  though  he  was 
ftire  the  orders  proceeded  from  the  Court,  he 
could  not  gueis  what  the  caufe  might  be,  and 
thought,  for  my  own  fafety,  that  I  would  do 
well  to  remain  where  I  was  j  but  all  the 
world  knows,  that  new  married  people  think 
other  ways.  Accordingly,  when  we  went  to 
the  captain,  he  was  of  ipy  opinion,  suid  iaid^ 
there  was  extant  a  fpecial  order  from  Peter 
the  Great,  commanding  that  people  in  the 
medical  way  fhould,  under  no  pretence  what* 
foever,  except  for  capital  crimes,  be  detains 
ed,  either  by  night  or  by  day;  and  this  orde? 
fie  fhowed  us,  but  jokingly*faid,  he  would 
fake  upon  him  to  detain  mc  till  we  had  ta«* 
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ken  a  glafs  of  good  wine,  to  which,  at  that 
time,  I  could  have  110  manner  of  objection* 
having  wandered  long  about  the  {treets  and 
admiralty. 

Thus  having,  as  I  thought,  got  my  free* 
flom,  I  retired  out  of  the  admiralty,  and  dir 
recced  my  fteps  towards  the  ftrcet  where  the 
Britifh  live,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  admiralty, 
I  was  neceflarily  obliged  to  pafs  by  two  gates 
leading  into  the  grand  chancellor's  court, 
winch  were  open,  hut  two  cpntinels  placed 
at  each  of  them  ;  and  inftead  of  noblemen 
and  the  ribbon-gentry  walking  in  the  court, 
I  could  difcover  only  foldiers,  who  kept  a 
profound  filence,  This,  I  imagined,  had  no 
promifing  appearance.  I  next  went  to  Prince 
Golitzin,  nephew  to  my  commander  ;  the 
door  was  open,  and  I  went  into  the  lobby v 
but  difcovered  no  perfon  ;  I  then  (hut  the 
door 9  and  pafled  through  the#  anti-chamber 
into  the  bed-room,  but  not  a  perfon  was 
there,  which  never  ufed  to  be  the  cafe  for- 
merly. I  now  began  to  be  uneafy  that  I 
had  proceeded  fo  far,  though  I  was  well 
known  to  the  Prince  and  all  his  fervants;  I 
therefore  retired,  and  was  determined  to 
chide  the  fervants  for  taking  fo  little  care  of 
the  houfe;  but  after  having  wandered  a- 
mongft  the  fervants  rooms,  bawling  as  loud 
as  I  could,  I  could  fee  no  perfon.  At  laft,  I 
entered  the  kitchen,  and  there  I  difturbed  a 
poor  fcullion  out  of  a  deep  ileep,  who,  in  an- 
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ftorer  to  die  queftions  I  put  to  him,  only  faid, 
that  no  part  of  the  houfe  was  intrufted  to 
liim  but  the  kitchen  ;  that  he  neither  knew 
*  where  the  Prince  nor  his  fervants  were,  but 
that  about  midnight  all  was  in  a  great  hurry, 
fince  which  time  he  was  thankful  for  having 
got  a  good  deep.      I  acjvifed  him  to  go  with 
oie  to  make  the  ftreet-door  fecure,   which 
he  declined.     As  I  came  to  the  lobby,  a  gre- 
nadier of  the  guards,  much  the  worfe  of  li- 
enor, was  daggering  about  the  houfe  ;  her 
eyed  me,  as  if  mifchief  was  his  intention,  andr 
in  a  very  uncommon  rude  manner,  abufed 
me,  though  I  was  drefled  in  the  uniform, 
calling  me  foreign  blood-fucker,  and  the  like. 
Not  being  able  to  get  out  of  the  houfe  with- 
out paffing  through  the  lobby,  which  was  ve- 
ry large,  I  laid  my  hand  on  my  fword,  and> 
defired  him  to  be  quiet,  for  1  intended  him* 
no  hurt ;  but  affured  him,  that  if  he  offered* 
to  touch  his  fword,.  or  otherways  attack  me, 
1  would  inflantly,  in  my  own  defence,  difc 
patch  him.    This  had  the  defired  effedh  I  got  . 
out  of  the  houfe  without  further  trouble,  and 
went  to  Mr  Finche's,   where  I  met  with  one 
of  his  fecretaries,  who  faid.  diat  Mr  Finche 
was  to  be  fpoken  with  by  none,  but  defired 
that  I  would  return  at  dinnertime,  and  fpend 
the  afternoon  with  them,  when  I.  would  be 
informed  more  certainly  of  what  had  hap- 
pened  at  Court,  than  was  poflible  for  him  to 
do  at  that  time.     He  told  me,  however,  that 

the 
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the  Princefs  Elifabeth  had  mounted  her  fa- 
ther's throne,  and  had  put  under  ftrong  guard 
the  royal  family,  and  fent  the  late  miniftry 
to  the  caftle.     I  promifed  not  to  fail  to  come 
at  the  tiQie  appointed,  and  immediately  pa£» 
fed  by  the  Ruffian  noblemen's  houfes,  whom 
I  had  any  concern  for,  without  fpeaking  to 
any,  except  where  I  was  weH  acquainted*    "f 
law  Admiral  Golonne's  houie  in  good  order* 
as  alio  Count  Lacy's*     Count  Levold's  houfe 
was  befet  widi  foldicrs,  as  was  Count  .Golofr 
kin's,  and  the  Field-marfhal  Count  Muinich's* 
Waving  made  my  tour,  I  returned  to  the  fe* 
cretari es.    I  cannot  help  acquainting  the  wan- 
der, that  at  this  time  I  was  ienfibly  touched 
for  the  f  afety  of  the  royal  family,  and  deeply 
affe&ed  with  the  thoughts  of  the  vanity  and 
-flu&uation  of  all  human  grandeur,  though 
I  really  was  fn  far  from  knowing  perfonaliy 
aoy  thing  of  that  illuftrious  family,  that  I  ne- 
irer  f  poke  to  one  within  the  precincts  of  the 
palace,  except  to  the  archiator,  Whatever  right 
*he  Princefs  Elifabeth  might  have,  ftill  I  felt 
ibr  the  royal  prifoners,  who  never  had  afted, 
as  far  as  I  knew,  but  with  great  equity,  mild- 
.nefi,  and  moderation,  during  their  (hdrt  re-> 
geacy. 
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jf  relation  of  itihat  the  Author  *was  informed  of 
concerning  this  revolution* 

SPIES  had  bedn  fertt  tVety  -Where  to  bring 
information  of  every  thing  which  had 
happened*  and  whatever  news  could  be  pick- 
ed up.  I  (hall  not  only  relate  what  I  was 
informed  of  that  day,  but  give  a  concift  ac* 
count  of  thefe  affairs,  which  I  had  from  very 
good  authority*  On  the  24th  of  November 
1741 ,  a  meflenger,  it  wa3  faid*  was  fent  from 
the  Grand  Chancellor  Count  Qfterman,  by  a 
major  of  the  guards,  who  is  commonly  ma** 
jor-general  of  the  army,  to  the  Princefe  Rlifa- 
belli,  demanding  to  know  whedier  her  High- 
nefs  would  not  be  pleafed  to  keep  her  court 
in  Mofcow,  or  any  other  place,  rather  than 
in  St  Peterfburgh ;  fecondly,  acquainting  her 
that  the  Court  was  difpleafed  at  her  furgeon 
Mr  Leftoig's  going  fo  frequently  amongft  fo- 
reign maniflers,  elpecially  the  French  ;  and 
•laftly,  defiling  her  to  keep  that  man  at  home, 
otherways  they  would  be  obliged  to  take  cape 
of  him.  The  Princefs  returned  this  anfwer* 
That  though  (he  had  all  manner  of  regard  for 
the  meflenger,  (the  major-general,)  yet  (he 
could  not  help  taking  notice,  that  (he  thought 
il'wfell  becime  Count  Ottoman,  or  any  fub- 
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jeA  in  Ruflia,  to  have  brought  the  meflagd 
himfelf  to  the  only  furviving  daughter  of  Pe-» 
ter  thfc  Great.  That  (he  could  entertain  no 
notion,  that  her  eoufin  the  Grand  Duchefs/ 
nor  any  of  thtf  Royal  Family,  could  be  jea-< 
lous  of  a  fingle  helplefs  lady*  who  had  her 
fole  fupport  from  them  j  and  therefore  fuf* 
pe&ed  that  Count  Ofterman  only  intended 
to  affront  her,  as  her  eoufin  and  flie  had  e- 
ver  Bved  in  the  ftri&eft  and  moft  cordial 
friendship.  She  faid,  that  every  one  knew 
Leftoig  to  be  a  very  rambling  man,  and  a 
lover  of  game  ;  therefore  (he  was  certain 
he  could  have  no  other  motive  of  going  to. 
the  Marquis  Ghetardie,  but  for  play?  How- 
ever fince  that  was  difagreeable  to  Count  Ofc 
terman,  flie  would  not  fail  to  lay  her  com- 
mand* upon  him,  to  forbear  going  there 
any  more,  which  if  he  difregarded,  (he 
would  acquaint  Count  Ofterman,  therewith, 
Co  that  he  might  take  what  meafures  he 
pleSafed,  Laftly,  Che  exprefled  much  fur- 
prife  that  (b  great  a  politician  as  Count  Of- 
terman, could  be. any  way  alarmed  at  the 
anions  of  fuch  a  gamefler  as  Leftoig.  It 
feema  the  anfwer  lulled  Ofterman  and  the 
whole  court  afleep  ;  they  thought  no  more 
of  it.  But  k  was  other  ways  with  the  Prim 
ceft,  (he  was  extremely  uneafy,  nor  could 
(he  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  to  bed.  She 
complained  that  (he  was  indifpofed,  yet 
would  not  let  any  of  her  fervants  go  for 
B  Leftoig, 
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Leftoig,  who  at  that  time  was  at  the  Mar- 
quis Chetardie's  houle. 

At  laft  he  arrived,  (for  he  lodged  in  her 
palace*)  at  midnight,  when  they  had  pri- 
vate difcourfe  together.  What  palled  at 
that  private  conference  was  reported,  and 
as  this  dangerous  affair  took  a  happy  turn,  it 
is  probably  true  :  For  Leftoig  was  a  man  of 
no  great  delicacy,  and  belides,  he  ran  no 
rifque  in  telling  it  when  the  Princefs  was 
fixed  on  the  throne.  The  Princefs  having 
related  what  had  palled  between  her  and  the 
Major  General,  Leftoig  fell,  on  his  knees, 
conjured  her  to  lofe  no  time  in  carrying 
their  conceited  projeA  into  execution  ;  for 
faid  he,  if  you  do  not,  I  can  eafily  forefee 
what  is  to  happen.  This  affair  has  taken 
air*  They  have  got  hold  of  the  end  of  a 
clew  which  you  may  depend  upon  they  will 
not  part  with,  till  all  is  found  out;  if  you 
do  not  immediately  proceed  we  are  undone; 
your  Highnels  will  be  happy  in  being  (hut 
up  in  a  mo  nailery  during  life  :  But  I,  who, 
you  are  fenfible,  have  always  been  faithful 
to  you,  after  having  undergone  extreme  tor- 
ments, have  the  only  chance  of  being  broken 
on  the  wheel,  or  hung  up  by  die  ribs  alive  * 
therefore  lofe  no  time,  you  know  the  guards 
adore  you,  go  with  me  immediately  to  the 
barracks,  and  I  will  pawn  my  life  to  get  as 
many  men,  without  then*  officers,  as  will 
fix  you  on  your  father's  throne.    To  this  the 

Princeis 
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Princcft  eonfentcd,  and  Mr  Leftoig  ordered 
his  own  fledge  to  be  gotten  ready,  and, 
having  fcated  himfelf  in  it,  ordered  his  fer- 
vent to  bed,  faying  that  he  had  a  patient  to 
vifit,  and  would  call  upon  another  to  take 
care  of  the  horfet  at  his  return.  He  then 
drove  to  the  place  agreed  upon  to  meet  with 
the  Princefs,  who  very  pointedly  was  there 
with  a  trufty  groom,  a  German,  called 
Greenfield*  The  Princefs  took  her  feat  in 
the  ifedge,  the  groom  drove  the  horfes,  and 
Leftoig,  as  lacquey,  flood  behind,  and  in  this 
manner  they  drove  to  the  barracks* 

Some  years  before  this  happened,  the 
Court  thought  proper  for  the  conveniency 
of  the  guards  to  build,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
of  St  Peterfburgh,  large  good  timber  houfes 
for  the  guards,  planned  out  in  large  flraight 
ftreets :  The  officers  have  all  houfes  with  their 
regiment  a-part :  There  are  no  walls  about 
them,  fb  that  any  perfon  may  drive  through 
amongft  them  in  the  night-time  without  bin* 
drance.  The  rooms  where  the  foldiers 
fleep  are  fo  large  that  forty  men  fleep  in 
one  room* 

The  Prineefs  arrived  at  the  firft  of  thofe 
houfes,  and  Leftoig  fummoned  them  to  get. 
up*  At  firft,  the  foldiers  were  out  of  hu- 
mour at  being  difturbed :  But  they  no  foon- 
er  few  the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  who  did  not 
fail  to  let  them  know  that  her  life  was  in 
danger,  than  they  fell  on  their  knees,  and 
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fwore  to  ftahd  by  her,  and  place  her  on  her 
fafher?s  throne*     They  aflembled  only  three 
hundred  well  armed  men  without  one  offi- 
cer, fo  that  all  the  accounts  in  thefe  times, 
given  in  the  public  papers  and  magazines, 
are  abfolutely  falfe.     Thus  equipped,  they 
marched  with  the  greateft  privacy  to  the 
winter  palace,  it  was  faid,  and  poflihly  true, 
that  the  Princeft  was  much  difturbed  about 
the  confequence  ;  but  Leftoig  fortified  her, 
and  bade  her  fear  nothing.     At  laft  they  ar- 
rived at  the   gate,  and   were  challenged  by 
the  horle-guards.      The   Princefs  who  had 
the  love  of  .all  the  guards,  made  anfwer,  by 
advifing  them  as  they  loved  her  and   their 
own  lives  to  make  no  noife  :  For  her  life  was 
in  the  utmoft  danger,  and  immediately  (he 
%yith  her  followers  entered,  and,  as  had  been 
formerly  concerted,  a  party  difarmed,  with- 
out any  noife,  or  bloodfhed,  the  twa  gre^ 
nadiers  at  the  (landard,   and  the  Princefs 
with  her  own  hands  cut  all  the  drums  which 
were  laid  up  in  the  entry  to  pieces.    Leftoig 
fprewed  an  iron  inftrument  into  the  guard 
houfe  door,  and  made  it  fo  faft,  that  not  a 
foul  could  get  out,  (bcuring,  as  they  pro- 
ceeded, every  place  with  her  own  men.   She 
then  proceeded  to  go  through  die  well  known 
palace,    difarming   all    the    centinels   and 
placing  her  own.       They    arrived  at  the 
bed-chamber  door;     Where   two  centinels 
denied  entrance,  but  her  foldiers  inftandy 
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fecured  and  earned  them  off.     Then  they 
forced  open  the  door;  but  which  was  very 
fortunate  for  them,  neither  the  Grand  Du- 
chefs  nor  Prince  was  there  :  Princefs  Eliza- 
beth told  her  followers  that  they  certainly 
were  in  the  nurfery,  ordered  the  foldiers  to 
pat  off  their  (hoes,  and  follow  her  :  The 
confequence  was  that  the  Royal  Family  were 
inftandy  made  prifoners  without  the  fmallefk 
refiftance,  except  from  a  Livonian  lady  Ju- 
li$  Mengden,  who  gave  them  fbme  opprobri- 
ous language,  for  which  one  of  the  foldiers 
knocked  her  down,  but  the  Princefs  Eliza- 
beth begged  to  fpare  her  life.     The  Prince's 
brother  made  fome  refiftance  but  as  he  was 
in  bed,  there  was  no  harm  done  on  either 
fide. 

It  is  (aid  that  the  unfortunate  Prince  beg- 
ged that  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  would  be 
gracious  to  his  unfortunate  Princefs,  and  his 
children,  as  for  himfelf,  he  faid  he  would 
not  afk  any  favour.  Princefs  Elizabeth  took 
God  to  witnefs,  that  (lie  meant  not  to  hurt 
any  of  them,  only  put  them  in  mind  that 
it  was  very  neceflary  to> keep  them  confined 
for  her  own  fafety :  But  that  they  neverthe- 
less fhould  be  kept  in  a  princely  manner,  and 
that  their  children  fhould  have  fuch  educa- 
tion as  their  rank  in  the  world  required,  nor 
fhould  they  ever  be  feparated,  providing 
they  kept  themfelves  within  the  bounds  of 
moderation.     I  verily  believe  that  this  pro- 
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raife  was  kept  with  all  honour.  She  next 
fent  them  all  to  her  own  palace,  and  whilft 
fhefummoned  the  grandees  and  officers  of 
the  guards  to  the  winter  palace*  Leftojg  ar- 
retted the  Grand  Chancellor  Ofterman,  the 
Counts  Muinich  and  his  Con,  Golofkin,  Le-. 
void,  and  a  few  move*  were  confined  to  their 
houfes,  but  the  reft  were  ient  to  the  caftle. 
It  was  (aid,  that  a  rude  foldier  fobbed  with 
his  bayonet  the  poor  old  gouty  Ofterman  ; 
and  this  was  the  only  inftance  of  cruelty 
which  I  ever  heard  of  in  this  affair.  The  day 
following*  being  the  26th,  all  perfons  were 
obliged  to  go  to  church,  to  give  their  oaths 
of  allegiance  to  her  Imperial  Majefty ;  and 
thus  this  great  change  was  carried  on,  almoft 
altogether,  without  bloodshed.  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  fuch  another  never  happened  be- 
fore, at  leaft  I  never  have  read  of  any. 


CHAP.    III. 

Anecdotes  which  happened  in  St  Petersburgh  du-. 
ring  the  Author's  ft  ay. 

FRequently  I  have  taken  notice,  that  when 
I  have  been  giving  fome  account  of  my 
travels,  the  reader  has  been  pleafed  to  be  in- 
formed of  incidents  which  either  happened 
tome  or  others :  For  thefe  reafons,  I  have 
thought  proper,,  in  different  places  of  my 

book. 
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book,  td  treat  of  different  fubje&s  Dot  pro* 
perly  related  to  travels,  which,  though  they 
may  not  be  agreeable  to  ibme,  can  fcarce 
fail  to  pieafe  others. 

On  the  25th  November,  I  ftaid  very  late 
in  the  dty,  hoping  thai:  drank  and  mad  peo- 
ple would  be  either  in  their  hou(es  or  beds  $ 
but  this  night  I  was  miftaken.  I  walked  from 
the  Britifh  line  to  the  Green-bridge,  where  a 
ten  tin  el  was  placedt  and,  according  to  cu- 
ftom,  made  enquiry  who  I  was?  I  aftfwer- 
ed  a  failor.  He  was  drunk,  and  bawled  out, 
Long  live  our  moft  merciful  Sovereign  the 
Emprefs  Elifabeth  Petrovna !  may  (he  be 
greater  (till  than  the  mighty  maiden  Queen 
Elifabeth  of  England  !  I  anfwered  him  pro 
perly,  by  putting  up  the  fame  prayer,  when 
my  fervant,  a  fimple  ifellow,  afked  him  news, 
by  whole  authority,  and  for  what  fervice  he 
was  placed  there  ?  The  foldier  immediately 
made  as  if  he  intended  to  have  plunged  his 
bayonet  into  him.  In  order  to  fave  the  poor 
fellow's  life,  t  got  him  by  the  hair,  drew  him 
to  a  (mall  diftance,  and  gave  him  a  few  blow* 
with  my  cane.  This  had  the  effe&  ;  thfc  fol- 
dier was  well  pleafed  that  I  had  punHhed 
him  for  his  imprudence,  and  I  aflured  the 
foldier  that  he  was  only  an  ignorant  clown, 
and  that  nothing  better  could  be  expected 
of  him,  as  he  never  had  been  in  any  city  a* 
bove  thrte  months.  The  foldier  and  I  part- 
ed in  good  terms,  and  (aid  that  forty  foldi- 
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ers  were,  ftationed  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  with  private  inftru&ions* 

I  had  ftill  about  one  mile  to  go  to  mylodg-* 
ings,  and  was  frequendy  met  with,  or  over* 
taken  by  foldiers  in  great  hurry,  fome  on 
foot,  and  others  in  fledges,  but  univerfally 
drunk*  Thefe  in  fledges  drove  as  faft  as 
the  horfes  could  run  ;  and  the  under-officers 
kept  their  halberts  pointed  forward,  fo  that  it 
was  dangerous  for  any  perfon  to  meet  them ; 
however,  I  got  fafely  home,  where  my  fafety 
was  much  doubted;-  for.  all  the  folcjiery,  both 
guards  and  others  were  quite  mad  with  drink* 
At  Aftrachan  I  was  acquainted  with  Ivan 
Antonovitch  Cherkaflbff,  who  formerly  had 
been  fecretary  to  Peter  the  Great,  who  fcnt 
him  there  in  exile,  it  was  faid,  for  fpeaking 
too  freely.  He  had  in  Aftrachan  a  very  fmall 
falary  to  fuppori  him  and  a  numerous  family. 
After  the  death  of  the  Emprefs  Anne,  the 
Grand  Duchefs  recalled  him,  and  replaced 
him  in  his  former  rank/  with  a  fuitable  fala- 
ry. As  I  had  taken  care  of  his  Lady  and 
children  when  fick,  I  thought  I  would  wait 
upon  him  in  Peterfburgh  \  but  my  country- 
men difTuaded  me  from  it,  faying,  that  ma- 
ny ribbon-gentry  paid  attendance  to  his  le* 
vee  daily,  and  feldom  got  admittance.  I 
thought  I  (hould  fee  him,  and  was  determi- 
ned to  make  the  trial,  as  I  could  riik  nothing 
by  it  but  a  denial,  which  would  undoubted- 
ly have  been  a  grcatep  affront  to.  him  than 

me ; 
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me ;  add  to  this,  that  I  had  ever  done  his 
family  all  the  fervice  which  was  in  my  pow- 
er, who,  at  that  time,  as  was  faid,  had  it  not 
in  their  power  to  make  me  any  fuitable  con- 
fideration  for  my  trouble* 

They  faid  that  he  had  treated  the  French 
ambaflador  in  a  very  indecent  manner,  and 
confequently  thought  he  would  do  the  fame 
by  me :  They  faid,  that  at  court  the  Marquis 
la  Chetardie  had  frequently  invited  him  to 
his  houfe  ;  at  laft  he  accepted  of  an  invita- 
tion, and  appointed  the  time  of  going,  and 
when  he  arrived,  the  Marquis  was  putting  on 
a  (hirt,  but  ordered  die  fervant  to  defire  Mr 
CherkafToff  to  walk  in,  and  politely  begged 
his  excufe  for  being  in  that  condition  ;  Cher- 
kaflbfF feemed  to  take  no  notice  of  it ;  but  at 
parting,  infilled  upon  the  ambafTador's  ho- 
nouring him  with  his  company  at  his  houfe* 
This  being  readily  agreed  to,  when  the  am-^ 
bafladpr  had  arrived,  he  was  introduced  into 
a  room  where  Mr  CherkaflbfF  was  fitting  in  a 
very  indecent  manner  on  a  clofe-ftool.  He 
made  many  excufes,  that  nature  muft  be  o- 
beyed,  &c*  but  continued  fo  long,  ufing 
very  difagreeable  geftures,  that  at  laft  the 
Marquis  was  fo  affronted,  as  to  go  off  in  a 
pet ;  at  which  CherkaflbfF  forced  a  ridicu- 
lous laugh  :  That  notwitfiftanding  the  Mar- 
quis at  that  time  was  very  much  carefled  at 
court,  CherkafToff 's  intereft  was  fo  great,  that, 
he  could  get  no  other  fatisfaftion,  than  in- 
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fjgnificant   excufes,   and   being  univerf}llj( 
laughed  af. 

I  went  accordingly,  and,  contrary  to  ^U. 
their  opinions,  not  only  got  very  ready  adr 
piittance,  but  was  treated  with  all  the  ijiti- 
ljiacy  sjncj  franknefs  he  was  accuftomed  to 
formerly ;  and  at  parting,  was  defired  to  make 
my  vifits  frequent,  efpecially  at  dinner-time, 
duripg  my  intended  (lay  in  St  Peterfburgh. 
I  took  the  liberty  to  tell  him,  th^t  people  had 
dlfiuaded  mp  from  venturing  to  vifit  hinj» 
but  that  I  was  determined  to  make  the  trial, 
if  it  was  only  to  confirm  myfelf  in  the  opi- 
nioji  I  had  ever  entertained  of  his  honour*. 
He  anfwered,  that  he  endeavoured  always  to 
have  all  the  regard  for  tfyofe  who  he  had  rca- 
fpn  to  believe  to  be  honeft,  let  their  ftatioji 
in  Jif?  be  high  or  low.    He  (aid ,  that  he  real* 
ly  had  nq{  \ ime  to  perfprm  the  buiinefs  en- 
titled to  him  for  many  people  paying  court 
to  hinfi  at  that  time,   purely  with  a  view  to 
their  own  intereft,  who,  \\e  knew  well,  would 
fcarcely  have  talker*  the  fmalkft  notice  of  him 
when  living  in  adverfity,  and  overclouded  by 
the  imperial  difpleafure  ;  and  faid*  that  this 
numerous  attendance  proceeded  purely  from 
feme  very  gracious  expreffions  of  the  Gran4 
Duchels  ufed  to  him  in  public,  and  the  ho- 
nourable commiilion  fixe  had  trufted  to  his 
care.     I  took  my  leave  of  hiip,   and  was 
glad  to  find,  that,  at  the  revolution,  the  Em- 
prefs  Elifabeth  retained  hijn  in  her  favour, 

and 
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tnd  in  the  fartie  honourable  poft  as  former- 
ly, and  added  the  title  of  baron  to  himfelf 
and  his  family. 

A  few  dayfe  after  the  Emprefs  Elifabeth 
mounted  the  throne*  my  good  ebmnlander, 
Prince  GoHtzin,  arrived  ih  St  Peterfburgh  : 
He  had  been  font  for  ih  the  time  of  the  re- 
gency of  the  late  Grand  Diichefs  :  That  ten- 
der hearted  Lady  had  given  orders  to  recal 
all  fiich  as  wete  uridefervedly  overclouded 
in  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Anne  ;  and  the 
Golitrzin  family  were  tery  dear  to  the  Emprefs 
Elifabeth,  who  wai  related  to  thein  by  the 
ties  of  blood,  as  well  a9  by  an  invariable  dif- 
poiltion  iii  them  at  all  rimes  to  befriend, 
with  great  hazard  to  themfelves,  her  great 
progenitors,  as  well  as  herfelf,'  and  for  whole 
ftke  they  and  the  aritieht  family  of  Dolgaru- 
ka  had  fuffered  fo  much ;  Who  were  alfo  fent 
for,  and  the  old  field-marfhal  was  carefled 
and  honoured  by  her,  as  if  lie  had  been  her 
father.  This  nobleman  never  would  allow 
has  beard  to  be  fliaved  till  be  was  brought  in- 
to tet  Nfajdty's  prefence,  when,  as  white 
as!  fhotr,  it  reached  down  to  his  belt/  * 

My  good  Prince  would  gladly  have  kept 
me  ih  St  Peterfburgh,  but  my  orders  and 
difpatches  being  finiftifcd  the  day  befofrfe  he 
arrived,  prevented  that.  He  had  left  the 
Princefs  with  her  children  at  Mofcow,  ex- 
cept his  two  eldeft  fons,  whom  he  brought 

with 
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with  him  to  St  Peterfburgh,  to  be  prcfented 
to  her  Majefty. 

Three  days  after  the  Emprefs  had  fixed 
herfelf  fecurely,  I  think  it  was  on  St  An- 
drew^ day,  fhe  invited  the  foreign  ambafla- 
idors  to  court,  and  in  their  prefence  declared 
Mr  Leftoig  to  be  her  Archiator  and  aftual 
Privy-counfellor  ;  placing  her  hand  on  his 
(houlder,  (he  faid,  that  he  was  truly  no  lets, 
for  that  it  was  owing  to  him  alone  that  fhe 
now  had  fo  profperoufly  fucceeded  to  her 
birth-right.  Mr  Leftoig  confined  Archiator 
Fiflier  to  his  lodgings  in  the  palace,  and  it 
was  univerfally  believed,  that  Dr  Fifher  was 
in  a  dangerous  fituation.  The  day  that  I 
got  my  difpatches,  I  went,  contrary  to  my 
friends  advice,  according  to  my  promife,  to 
receive  a  letter  from  him  to  one  in  Aftrachan, 
who  was  wont  to  buy  fome  curiofities  which 
he  wantedt  I  eaflly  patted  all  the  guards  in- 
to his  andchamber.  His  fervant  introduced 
me  into  his  prefence.  He  feemed  fontewhat 
furprifed,  and  faid,  that  all  power  was  now 
taken  from  him,  and  that  he  could  do  nothing 
for  me.  I  anfwered,  that  I  had  been  made 
acquainted  with  that  by  an  order  from  the 
Chancery  ;  but  that  as  I  had  promifed  to  car* 
ry  a  letter  from  him  to  Aftrachan,  let  his  con- 
dition be  what  it  would,  I  was  determined  to 
keep  my  promife.  At  this  he  defined  me  to 
fit  down,  and,  for  the  firft  time,  ordered  me 
a  difh  of  coffee,  and  faid,  that  he  wifhed, 
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.now  he  knew ;  me  that  it  was  in  his  power  to 
do  ibmething  for  me  ;  that  he  had  befriend- 
ed very  many  in  St  Peterfburgh,  who  had  all 
deferted  him  in  time  of  trouble,  and  that  he 
had  not  ufed  me  very  friendly,  which  griev- 
ed him  much  to  think  chat  at  this  time  of  life 
he  did  not  know  mankind  better.  I  anfwer- 
ed,  that  as  I  was  quite  a  (hanger  to  him,  I 
could  not,  nor  did  I  blame  him  ;  that  I  well 
knew,  that  men  in  a  high  ftation  of  life,  and 
efpecially  fuch  who  had  daily  a  variety  of 
very  different  and  intricate  bufinefs  to  per- 
form, were  well  acquainted  but  with  thofe 
immediately  under  them,  by  their  clerks  and 
writers  ;  and  that  generally  thefe  men  were 
friendly,  or  otherwife,  according  as  they 
were  bribed.  I  faid,  that  at  the  firft  begin- 
ning of  my  fcrvice,  I  was  well  allured,  that 
Peter,  the  parent  of  his  country,  had  forbid 
giving  bribes,  to  which  I  had  a  great  aver  • 
fion  ;  that  therefore  I  never  gave  any  ;  that 
I  hoped  in  time  my  induftrioufly  attending 
my  bufinefs  would,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofltion, 
recommend  me.  But,  obferving  the  tears 
running  plentifully  down  the  old  man's 
-  cheeks,  I  took  a*fudden  farewell,  and  with- 
drew, reflecting  upon  the  inftability  of  for- 
tune, and  the  flippery  Gtuation  of  the  great 
at  court.  I  pafled  all  the  guards  without  a 
fingle  queftion  being  afked. 

I  was  told,  that  foon  after  I  was  gone,  Dr 
Fifher  was  informed  that  Mr  Leftoig  was  de- 
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termined  to  caufe  examine  moft  ftriftly  his  by- 
paft  affairs,'  with  a  defign  to  have  him  feverely 
punifhed,  if  he  could  detetf  any  fraud  :  But 
Archiator  Fifher  was  an  old  phyfician,  and 
had  experience  enough  to  apply  a  proper  re- 
medy. He  made  Mr  Leftolg  a  preient  of 
20,000  rubles  to  pafs  all  accompts,  and  this 
was  the  catholicon  which  at  once  confblida- 
ted  all  differences* 

I,  being  quite  ready  to  proceed  on  my 
journey,  got  an  invitation  from  fbnie  Britiih 
merchants  who  Were  ready  to  go  for  Aftra- 
chan,  in  their  way  to  Pferfia,  wkh  a  very  con- 
fiderable  caravan  of  goods,  defiring  me  to 
accompany  them,  as  I  was  heavy  loaded,  and 
therefore,  by  the  regulations*  was  only  obli- 
ged tp  travel  at  the  rate  of  fifty  verfts  in  three 
days.     I  made  no  objection.     They  were 
Meflrs  Mungo  Graeme,  Panton,  Brown,  and 
Van  Mirope.     Mr  Graine  knew  the  cuftoms 
of  the  country  as  well  as  I  did,  and  tvag  matter 
of  the  language  ;  but  he  well  knew  that 
merchants  are  frequendy  much  haraded  by 
the  governors  and  vorbodes,  unlets  in  com- 
pany with  fome  in  the  government's  fervice* 
Accordingly  they  fet  out  the  day  before  me; 
and  I  fet  out  on  the  20th  of  December  at 
midnight*  an  hour  I  conftantly  chufed  to  tra- 
vel from  great  cities,  that  I  might  have  die 
leaft  chance  to  meet  with  robbers  ;  becaufe 
about  fuch  times  they  are  generally  honied 
for  the  night,  as  few  people  travel  at  fo  late 
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an  hour*  I  was  of  opinion  that  my  wife  and 
her  relations  might  have  fome  uneafinefs  at 
parting ;  to  prevent  which,  I  only  let  them 
know,  that,  my  difpatches  being  ready,  I 
waited  the  laft  verbal  orders  to  march;  where- 
fore I  begged  their  company  to  flipper,  be* 
caufe  I  fufpe&ed  I  fhould  have  little  time  to 
ftay  ;  but  I  gave  private  orders  to  my  peo » 
pie  to  hold  themielves  in  readinefs  at  the  time 
appointed,  and  diredled  a  very  a&ive  young" 
lad  to  get  horfes  and  carriages  ready  by  that 
time,  and  when  all  was  ready  to  acquaint  me. 
Thus,  whilft  we  were  all  very  merry,  and 
fpeaking  of  going  to  bed,  this  man  entered 
the  room,  and  told  us  that  every  thing  was 
ready,  the  horfes  being  harnefled  ;  fo  that, 
without  any  unneceffary  trouble,  or  much 
pain  at  parting,  about  ten  minutes  after  that 
we  were  gone.  Her  relations  had  made  ob- 
jections, but  my  anfwer  was  fhort,  that  her 
Majefty's  orders  muft  be  obeyed.  . 

But  before  I  leave  St  Peterfburgh,  it  may 
be  agreeable  to  give  fome  account  of  the  roy- 
al family  preceding  the  prefent  times,  con- 
tained in  the  following  remarkable  manifefto, 
which  her  Imperial  Majefty  caufed  publifh 
immediately  after  her  acceffion  to  the  throne. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,     IV. 

An  Account  of  the  Royal  Family  preceding  the 
prefent  Times >  with  a  Copy  of  the  Manifejio 
pub  lifted  by  her  Imperial  Majejly>  immediate- 
ly after  her  Accejfion  to  the  Throne. 

PETER  ALEXOWITZ,  juftly  ftiled  The 
Great,  was,  in  1682,  conjoined  in  the 
government  with  his  elder  brother  John,  who 
was  a  weak  Prince.  John  died  in  1696,  lea-, 
ving  ifliie  two  daughters,    Katharine  Joan- 
nowna  the.eldeft,  who  was  married  to  the 
Duke  of  Mecklemburgh   in    171 6,   as  her 
younger  fitter  Anne  Joannowna  had  been 
in  1710,  to  the  Duke  of  Courland,  who  died 
next  year  without  iflue.    Peter  had  iflue,  by 
his  firft  wife,  Alexius,  who,  in  171 8,  was  by 
fome  thought  to  have  been  put  to  death  by 
his  father's  order,  for  a  tratt  of  difobedi- 
ence ;  but  left  iflue,  Peter  II.  and  Nathalia, 
defigned  the  Great  Duchefs.     Peter  I.  took 
for  his  fecond  wife.  Katharine  Alexiewna, 
faid  to  be  a  Swedifh  under-officer**  widow, 
and  by  her  left  ifliie,  Anne  Petrowna,  born, 
in  1707,  (who,  in  1725,  was  married  to  the 
late  Duke  of  Holftein,  by  whom  (he  has  left 
iflue  the  prefent  Duke  of  Holftein,  and  Elifa- 
beth  Petrowna,  born  the  9th  of  December 
1709. 

Peter 
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Peter  I.  who  died  in  1 725,  being  fenfible  that  ' 
he  might  rely  on  the  fidelity  of  his  Emprefs 
.  Katharine,  and  knowing  the  difpofltion  of 
his  people  too  well  to  exped:  their  fubmilfion 
to  her,  if  he  left  her  only  regent  to  his  grand- 
fon,  veiled  her  by  his  will  with  fovereign  au- 
thority, and  likewife  gave  her  a  right  to  fet- 
tle the  fucceflion  of  the  Empire.  Her  reign 
was  at  firft  very  agreeable  to  the  Ruffians ;  but 
when,  under  a  pretence  of- a  confpiracy,  fhe 
banifhed  Count  Tolftoi,  Prince  Alexander 
Nariikin,  and  the  young  Prince  Dolgarucki, 
into.  Siberia  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  difcoun- 
tenanced  the  reft  of  the  Ruilian  nobility,  thty 
began  in  earneft  to  cabal  againft  her,  and 
would  probably  have  deftroyed  her,  Had  not 
death  prevented  them  in  May  1727.  She 
appointed,  by  her  will,  Peter  II.  to  be  her 
fucceffor,  then  about  twelve  years  of  age.  He 
recalled  thofe  whom  the  late  Emprefs  had 
banifhed,  and  was  intirely  governed  by  the 
Dolgaruckis,  whofe  lifter  he  was  upon  the 
point  of  marrying,  when  he  died,  29th  Ja- 
nuary 1730.  The  Dolgaruckis,  negleding 
the  will  of  the  Emprefs  Katharine,  called  to 
the  fucceflion  the  late  Emprefs  Anne  Joan- 
nowna,  daughter  of  John,  elder  brother  of 
Peter  I.  pretending  to  exclude  her  elder  fil- 
ter of  the  fame  marriage,  Katharine  Duchefs 
of  Mecklemburgh,  by  an  antient  regulation, 
which  fecludes  from  the  fucceflion  all  thofe 
*vho  are  in  poffeflion  of  foreign  dominions. 
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The  Emprefs  Anne  was  railed  to  the  throne, 
ivhh  an  intent  to  limit  her  power  by  a  ah 
£>Htffatiofc,  which  (he  accepted  in  order  to 
{Attain  the  diadem,  but  declared  it  void  as 
toon  as  that  was  fixed  upon  her  head.  The 
Rxtffian  patriots  thenceforward  fixed  their 
eyes  Upon  the  Princefs  Elilabeth,  daughter  to 
Peter  I. 

The  Emprefs,  having  no  iflue,  fettled  the 
fucceflion  oil  the  ilTuc  of  Anne,  the  daughter 
«f  the  Duke  of  Mecklemburgh  by  her  eldeft 
fitter  Katharine,  who,  in  1739,  was  married 
at  Peterfburgh  with  great  magnificence  no 
Prince  Anthony  Ulric  of  Brunfwick-Lune- 
burgh  ;  but,  towards  the  clofe  of  her  reign, 
fhe  apprehended  her  fchemes  might  be  dif- 
corrcerted,  which  put  her  upon  thofe  feveri- 
ties  that,  inftead  of  anfwering  her  purpofe, 
Ihtdgthened  that  intereft  which  (lie  fought 
to  dettroy.  However,  upon  her  death,  which 
happened  in  Oftober  1 740,  Prince  John,  (on 
of  the  Princefs  Anne  and  Anthony  Ulric, 
then  ah  infant  of  three  mohths  old,  was,  in 
terms  of  her  will,  declared  Emperor  of  Ru£ 
fia,  and  the  Duke  of  Courland  Regent  during 
his  minority  ;  but  in  about  a  faionth  tfiereaf- 
ter,  the  Duke  of  Courland  was  degraded,  and 
afterwards  baniflied ;  when  the  Princeft  Anne, 
mother  of  the  infant  Emperor,  was  declared 
Regent.  This  Princefs's  promotion  was  open- 
ly approved  of ;  but  it  ieems  the  former  dif- 
contents  were  but  fmothered,  and  the  peo* 

pie 
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pie  wanted  only  a  fit  opportunity  for  difco<- 
vering  their  attachment  to  the  Pfinccft  Elv 
zabeth* 

The  war  with  Sweden  was  a  means  of 
bringing  this  about,  for  it  obliged  the  oojijft 
to  draw  tpg^ther  a  great  part  of  their  troops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  feterihurgh,  which 
the  chiefs  of  the  party  knew  were  aU  de- 
voted to  their  htferefts  ;  and  the  viflory  qt 
Wilmaijftrand  afforded  a  pretence  for  the  ge- 
nerals who  were  in  fecret  of  coming  by  turns 
to  the  city,  and  there  concerting  with  the 
heads  of  the  confederacy,  the  method  of  put- 
ting their  defigns  in  execution.  It  was  at 
la(l  agreed,  that  General  Lacy  ihould  return 
to  thp  aprmy,  in  order  to  diipofe  it  to  a&  as 
fcould  be  required,  and  that  all  military  af- 
fairs in  t(he  caty  (houid  be  directed  by  the 
Prince  of  Hefle-homburgh,  a  perfon  of  great 
addrefs  and  impenetrable  fecrecy.  On  the 
23d  of  November  Of  S.  it  was  reiolved  to 
aft  immediately  ;  and  accordingly  an  cx- 
prafe  was  dif patched  that  night  to  General 
Lacy,  with  the  Arongeft  aflurance,  that  be* 
fore  the  letters  ihpuld  reach  hint,  the  Pria- 
cefe  Elizabeth  woukl  be  peaceably  featcd  on 
the  throue,  and  that  he  might  fa&ly  proclaim 
her.  All  the  next  day  was  fpent  in  mak- 
ing preparations;  and  in  the  night  betwixt 
the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth,  the  mi- 
nifters  of  the  Empire,  the  generals,  and 
the  members  of  the  ienate  attached  to  the 

Princefs 
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Princefs  Elizabeth,  aflembled  at  her  palace  5 
where  the  chiefs  of  the  party  fet  forth  the 
inexecution  of  the  declarations  which  Peter 
the  Great  had  fo  folemfily  made  concerning 
his  laft  will  j  the  usurpations  which  enfued 
upon  the  death  of  Peter  II.  for  a  feries  of 
years  j  the  abufe  made  of  their  authority  by 
thofe  who  had  been  charged   with  the  chief 
management  of  affairs ;    the   engagements 
entered  into  to  the  prejudice    of  the  em- 
pire ;  the  exhaufting  of  the  finances  by  the 
late  wars  ;  the  numerous  fubjefis  *  of  dip- 
content  raifed   in  all   parts   of  Ruflia;  the 
many    violences    committed,    which   gave 
room  to  fear  the  juft  wrath  of  heaven  ;  the 
numberlefs  adions  capable  of  fullying  the 
glory  and  fplendor  of  the  Eirfpire,  and  the 
neceffity  there  was   of  checking  £uch  hor- 
rid diforders  by  a  fpeedy  and  happy  change. 
Whereupon  the  whole  aflembly  unanimoufly 
declared,    that   this  change   could   not  be 
brought  about,   but  by  conforming  to  the 
laft  will  of  Peter  the  Great,   according  to 
*  which  the   Princefs   Elizabeth  was  the   fole 
heirefs  to  the  throne,     The  ftates  then  in- 
treated  her  to  accept  the  crown,  and  to  com- 
ply with  the  defire  of  the  troops  and  the 
whole  nation*     Upon  this,  the  chief  officers 
of  the  regiments  of  guards  came  in,  and 
♦throwing    themfelves   at    her   feet,   joined 
their  fupplications  to   thofe  of  the   ftates. 
Whereupon   the  Princefs   went,    about  one 

o'clock 
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o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  the  barracks  of 
Preobrczenfki  guards,  accompanied  only  by 
one  of  her  chamberlains,  Mr  Vorantzoff, 
Mr  Leftoig  her  furgeon,  and  Mr  Swartz  who 
\ras  her  fecretary  ;  and  putting  herfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  three  hundred  grenadiers  of  that 
regiment,  with  their   bayonets  fixed,   and 
granades  in  their  pockets,  (he  marched   di- 
rectly to  court :  Where,  after   having  made 
the  proper  difpofltioii,  and  poflefled  herfelf 
of  die  different  avenues,  (he  feized  the  young 
monarch,  and  the  little  princefs  his  filter  in 
their  cradles,  the  Great  Duchefs  regfcht,  and 
the  Duke  generaliflimo  in  their  beds,  and  fent 
them  all,  with  Mademoifelle  Julian  Meng- 
den  to  her  houfe.     The  Princefs  immedi- 
ately after   ordered  FiekkMarfhal  Muinich, 
Counts   Ofterman,  Golofkin,  young  Count 
Muinich    mailer   of  the   houfehold   to    the 
Great  Duchefs,  and  the  prefident  of  the  col- 
lege of  commerce,  Mengden,  with  the  wives 
of  the  two  laft,  to  be  feized  in  their  beds, 
and  carried  to  her  own  hoiile  or  thofe  ad- 
joining to  it.  Prince  Lewis  was  under  arreft 
in  the  palace,  the  Grand  Marfhal  Count  Lo- 
wenwold,  Mr  Lapokin,   Count   Golof kin's 
lady  and  his  fifter  the  Countefs  Tagozinfki, 
were  likewife  confined  to  their  houfes  ;  as 
were  alfo  the  dukes,  two  adjutants,  Haim- 
boug  at  court,  and  Grammartin  in  his  lodg- 
ings.    After  all  thefc  orders  had  been  ex- 
ecuted with  the  greateft  expedition,  the  Prin- 

eels 
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cefs  returned  to  her  own  houle  ;  whither 
almoft  every  body  in  town  immediately  re- 
forted,  and  before  which  the  regiment  of 
horfe  guards  and  the  three  of  foot  were 
drawn  up,  and  flie  was  unanimoufly  declar- 
ed fovereign  of  Ruflia  and  the  oath  of  fideli- 
ty taken  to  her  ;  and  a  proclamation*  wa6 
iflued  at  the  fame  time,  and  fent  all  over  the 
Ruffian  empire,  and  to  the  minifters  at  for 
reign  courts,  to  notify  her  acceflion.  About 
two,  her  Majefty  took  pofleffion  of  the  win- 
ter palace,  and  the  cannon  of  the  citadel 
and  admiralty  were  fired  between  two  and 
three.  Her  Majefty  had  tent  fome  time  be- 
fore for  Captain  Deidron  a  Swedifli  officer, 
who  was  prtfoner  atPeterfburgh,  returned  him 
his  fwordj,  and  gave  him  five  hundred  du- 
cats, with  orders  to  make  all  the  expedition 
ne  could  with  letters  to  notify  her  acceffion 
at  Stockholm*  In  the  evening,  the  expreis 
returned  from  General  Sancy,  with  th$  news 
of  her  being  proclaimed  in  the  army,  with 
all  the  figns  of  joy  and  unanimity ;  at  night; 
gentlemen  of  the  court  were  fent  round  to 
notify  this  event  to  all  the  foreign  minifters  ; 
and  the  28  th,  the  following  manifesto  was 
publHhed. 

"  Elizabeth  the  flrft,  by  the  grace  of 
44  God,  Emprefs  of  all  the  Rulfias,  &c.  6v. 
44  &€.  to  all  thofe  to  whom  thefe  presents 
44  (lull  come,  greeting, 

4i  Whereas  in  the  year  1727,  on  the  7th 
44  of  May,  die  Emperor  Peter  II.  was  declar- 

"  ed 
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»  • 

cf  ed  fucceflbr  to  the  throne  of  the  Rliflias, 
€€  after  die  demlfe  of  our  dearly  beloved 
44  mother  the  Emprefs  Catharine  Alexiewna, 
94  by  virtue  of  the  firft  article  of  her  will,  con- 
44  firmed  by  the  oath  of  fidelity  of  our  fub- 
"  jefts  as  Well  eccleflaftfc  as  fecular  ;  and  as 
"  in  the  8th  article  of  the  ffiud  will,  the  fuc- 
41  ceflioti  of  the  empire  was  regulated  in 
**  the  mariner  and  terms  following. 

"  If  it  (hall  happen  that  the  Great  Duke 
•*  dies  without  iffue,  the  Princefe  Anne  Pe- 
•€  trowna,  and  her  defendants,  and  in  de- 
**  fault  of  them,  jthe  Princefs  Elizabeth  Pe- 
•  *  trowna  and  her  defendants,  after  all  thefe, 
"  the  Great  Duchefs  (hall  fucceed  to  the 
44  throne  of  the  Ruflias ;  it  being  understood, 
"  that  the  mafculine  line  (hall  be  always  pre  - 
"  ferred  to  the  feminine;  and  that  all  (hole 
44  who  do  not  proflefs  the  Greek  religion,  or 
44  who  already  Wear  a  foreign  crown,  (hall 
44  be  for  ever  excluded  from  the  throne  of 
44  this  empire* 

44  We  had  by  virtue  of  this  article,  an 
44  inconteftable  right  to  afcend  the  throne 
of  our  anceftors,  as  foon  as  it  pleafed  the 
Almighty  to  take  from  this  world  the 
Emperor  Peter  II.  but  by  die  evil  prac- 
tices, craft  and  intrigues  of  Count  Ofter- 
man,  at  that  time  great  matter  of  die 
haufehold  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  the 
44  faid  will  of  our  moft  honoured  Lady  and 
Mother  was  fupprefled  after  his  death  : 


44 
€4 
4< 
44 
44 
4€ 
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For,;in  the  lifetime  of  his  Majefty  die  Em- 
"  peror  Peter  II.  all  the  affairs  of  (late  of 
"  fuch  like  importance  were  in  the  hands 
«*  of  Count  Ofterman,  who',  well  knowing 
"  that  we  were  fufRciently  informed  of  his 
••  proceedings,  fo  prejudicial  to  our  Empire, 
€t  caufed  by  his  artifices,  her  late  Majefty 
€€  the  Emprefs  Anne  Joannowna,  of  happy 
€€  memory,  to  be  elected  and  declared,  to 
"  our  exclufion,  who,  as  is  known  to  all  the 
t€  world,  were  iiititled  to  the  throne  of  the 
"  Ruffias. 

"  During  the  illnefs.of  her  faid  Majefty 
€€  in.  1740,  the  faid  Count  Ofterman  made 
"  the  regulation,  printed  and  publiflied  the 
€€  6th  of  O&ober  of  the  fame  year,  con- 
€€  cerning  the  fucceffion  after  the  demife  of 
*'  her   Majefty  ;   by   which    regulation  (lie 
€t  named  for  her  fucceflbr  an  infant  of  two 
€€  months  old,  John,  fon  of  Prince  Antho- 
ct  ny  Ulric  and  of  the  raoft  ferene  Princels 
€€  Anne  of  Mecklemburgh,  who  could  not, 
*'  either  by  virtue  of  his  defcent,   nor  by  a- 
"  ny  other  right,   pretend  to  the  Imperial 
€C  Crown  of  the  Ruffias,  though  the  title  of 
€t  Grand  Duke  was,  given  him  in  the  fame 
-*  regulation. 

"  Neither  was  the  faid  Count  afliamed  to 
t€  infert  in  \t,  to  our  greater  prejudice  and 
*€  mortification,  in  order  to  deprive  us  o- 
€€  penly  of  our  right  of  fucceffion,  that,  af- 
"  tcr  the  death  of  the  faid  Prince  John,  his 

€€  brother 
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"  brother  (hould  ibcceed  him,  and  after  him 
94  the  olher  Princes  born  of  the  marriage  of 
"  Prince  Anthony  of  Brunfwick-Luneburgh 
fl  and  the  Princefe  Anne-of  Mecklemburgh, 
'*  who  have  chemfdves  no  manner  of  right 
«■  to  this  Empire, 

"  By  virtue  of  tbk  regulation^  which  her 
«  late  Majeftv  did  not  fign  till  the  5th  of 
*'  Oliober,  when  iht  was  at  the  laft  extre- 
••  mity,  the  Prince  John  was  declared,  on 
tt  the  17th  of  October  (after  the  death  of 
«•  the  Emprefs)  Ertiperor  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
#f  through  the  procurement  of  Count  Ofter- 
if  man  and  the  late  Field-marfhal  Count  Mui- 
i€  riich  ;  and  at  that  time  our  guards,  as  well 
M  as  our  other  troops,  were  under  the  com« 
f<  mand  of  the  laid  Count,  and  of  the  Prince 
fI  Anthony  Ulric  of  Brunfwick-Luneburgh, 
«•  father  of  Prince  John;  and,  all  the  milita- 
€€  ry  force  being  in  their  hands,  all  our  faith- 
"  fill  and  Well  intentioned  fubje&s  were,  in 
«  that  extreme  oppreffion,  obliged  to  take  the 
**  oafh  of  fidelity  to  Prince  John  as  their 
"  Emperor. 

"  At  the  fame  time,  they  were  obliged  to 
"  take  another  oath  of  fidelity  concerning 
"  the  regency,  during  the  minority,  which 
"  regulation  had  been  prefented  by  Count 
"  Ofterman  alone  to  her  Majefty  to  be  fign- 
"  ed  the  6th  df  Oftober.  "* 

•«  In  confeq\ie^e  of  thefe  two  regulati- 
u  ons,   Prince  Anthony  Ulric  and  his  con- 

£  "  fort, 
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(  fort,  flattering  thenjfelves  that  they  fl&mld. 
1  be  able  to  prefcrve  for  their  fon;  the  Iitfpe-* 
'  rial  crown  of  the  Ruilias,  fubfcribed  them-- 
1  felves  the  oath  of  fidelity  ;  But  fbon  after* 
1  aflifted  by  the  Gountg  Ofterman,  Muiriich* 
'  and  Michael  Golofkin,  they  flighted  their 

*  oaths,  and  a&ed  openly  contrary  to  what 
'  .had  been  regulated  concerning  the  r^gen* 
V  cy  of  our  Empire,  which  they  took  into 
'  their  own  hands,  under  the  native  of  die 
c  Princ^fs  Anne  of  Meckleniburgh,  who  was 
'  not  afhamed  to  aflume  to  herfelf  the  title 
'  of  Grand  Duchefs  of  all  the  Rufiias,  which 
i  could  in  noways  belong  to  her*  Thence 
'  came  the  great  diforders  which  have  hap* 
'  peued  in  our  kingdoms;  thence  the  infi* 

*  nite  vexations  and  oppreifions  of  our  faith* 
«  ful  fubjefts.  Neverthelels  the  faid  Counts 
'  Ofterman  and  Qolofkin,  in  concert  with' 
€  the  Prince  Anthony  Ulric  and  his  contort* 
'  yet  farther  to  increafe  the  load  of  injii* 
f.  ftice,  and  to  the  evident  danger  of  our 
4  own  perfbn,  made  a  certain  regulation,  by 
€  which  we  (hould  be  intirely  excluded  from 
'  a  fucceflion  which  belongs  to  us  by  the  laws 
1  of  all  nations,   and  by  the  blood  from 

1  which  we  are  fprung.     It  is  by  this  regu~ 

*  lation  that  they  had  pretended  to  fettle  on. 

*  the  throite  of  the  RuJfias  the  Princefs  Ani>et » 
i  in  deciding  her  lynprefs,  even  in  the  life-. 
1  time  of  her  fbn  Prince  John. 

•  ^  "  For 
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*   **  For  thefe  reafons,  having  taken  to  heart 
«*   the  faid  eftate  of  our  Empire  under  this' 
'*  infant,  who  is  but  fourteen  months  old ; 
€£   and  being  moreover  convinced,  by  fo  ma* 
€€   ny  misfortunes  as  oiir  faithful  fubje&s 
*'   have  hitherto  fuffered,  that  they  had  no- 
c*   thing  to  expe&,  during  the  faid  regen- 
"   cyf    but  troubles   and   diforders  of   all 
*'  kinds,  whether  within  or  without  the  Em- 
••  pire ;  confidering,  laftly,  the  imminent 
•*  danger  to  which  our  own  perfbn  was  ex- 
•<  pofed,  we  refolved,  with  God's  affiftance, 
€t  at  the  moft  humble  requeft  of  all  our  faith- 
€4  folfubje&s,  and  particularly  of  our  guards, 
"  to  afcend  our  paternal  throne  the  25th  of 
M  this  month.     And  although  the  Princefs 
€€  Anne,  as  well  as  her  own  fon  the  Princfe 
€<  John, and  her  daughter  the  Princefs  Katha- 
€€-  line,  cannot,  as  has  been  fufficiently  proved 
««<  above,  in  any  manner  pretend  to  the  fuc- 
if  ceflion  of  the  throne  of  the  Ruffias  ;  ne- 
4€*  vcrthelefs,  in  confideration  of  the  alliance, 
€€  on  the  mother's  fide,  between  the  Princefs 
*••  Anne,  Prince  Anthony  Ulric,  and  the  late 
***  Emperor  Peter  II.  and  to  give  the  faid 
«'  Prince  and  Princefs  a  mark  of  our  Impe- 
••-rial  grace,  we  have  given  orders  to  have 
•*  them  all  conduced  into  their  own  coun- 
"  try,  with  the  honours  that  are  due  to  them, 
**  -generoufly  forgetting  on  our  fide  all  the 
*M  deps  that  they  have  taken  to  our  preju- 
^  dice.^ 

Such 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


36       •  V  O  Y  A  G.ES    an* 

Such  was  the  manifefto  iflued  into  the 

world  at  that  time,  and  fuch  was  the  account 

of  the  Empreis  Elifabetji's  mounting  the. 

throne  of  Ruflia ;  but  I  have  all  the  reafon  in 

the  world  to  believe  what  I  have  formerly  re*. 

lated,  particularly  concerning  the  revolution, 

to  be  the  truth.  That  the  Kmprefs  Elifabetb 

might  have  had  a  few  friends  who  confuked 

with  her,  I  am  in  no  condition  to  dtfpute» 

but  that  they  were  fo  numerous,  and  that  the 

night  preceding  her  invafion  of  die  palace* 

(he  had  had  Jfo  great  a  levee  of  principal  o£* 

ficers,  is  abfdlutely  falfe,  as  it  would  not  have 

foiled  to  have  alarmed  the  Princeis  Anne* 

The  Princefs  Elifabeth's  greatcft  counfellor- 

in  this  affair  was  the  Marquis  Chtfardie;  and 

though  he  pretended  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of 

the  Princefs,  yet  it  is  no  fecret,  that  all  he 

intended  and  hoped  for,  was  to  caufe  great 

confufion  in  St  Peterfburgh,  and  probably 

the  deitruftion  of  every  branch  of  die  royal 

family ;  that,  by  fuch  bafe  means,  the  Swe* 

difh  generals  might  have  an  opportunity,  in 

the  height  of  confufion,  to  make  an  eafy  cdn* 

queft,   not.  only  of  St  Peterfburgh,  but  of  a 

great  part  of  the  conquered  provinces  t     Of 

this  very  many  of  the  knowing  Ruffians  were 

certain,  and  did  not  fcruple  to  (peak  among 

their  friends  freely  about  it,  and  exprefled 

no  fmall  furprize  that  the  Emprefs  EUfabetk 

did   not  only  permit  him  to  remain  at  her 

Court,  but  loaded  him  with  much  honour, 

many 
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many  prefents,  and  laftly  with  a  very  coftly 
order  of.  Si  Andrew,  enriched  with  much 
gold  and  many  large  diamonds  of  the  beft 
water.  What  might  have  happened  between 
the  Princefs  Elifabeth  and  the  Prince  Heflc 
Homburgh,  I  do  not  in  the  lead  pretend  to 
know ;  but  it  is  extremely  certain,  that  flic 
took  great  notice  of  him  the  day  after  flic 
was  declared  Empreis,     I  cannot   however 
pals  by  taking  notice  of  the  figure  he  was 
known  to  make,  the  very  day  £he  mounted 
the  throne,  in  the  ftreets  of  St  Peterfburgh, 
haranguing  the  foldiers  of  the  guards,  when 
he  exulted  much  at  the  misfortunes  of  the 
unfortunate  royal  family  and  their  adherents. 
How  far  this  was  acting  like  a  Prince,  and 
how  far  fuch  adtons  became  a  man  of  ho- 
nour, let  the  world  judge.      I  ever  wifhed* 
that  every  blefling  which  heaven  beftows  on 
mortals,  might  be  poured  down  on  the  Prin- 
cefs Elifabeth ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  I  can- 
not help  declaring,  that  I  truly  felt  very  fen* 
flbly  for  the  diftrefs  of  the  royal  family,  and 
when  I  was  well  informed  of  the  unprincely 
behaviour  of  the  Prince  Hefle  Homburgh,  it 
filled  me  with  indignation,  and  J  held  him  ia 
contempt  ineffable. 


CHAR 
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CHAP,     V, 

The  Author's  Return  from  St  Petersburg};  to  A- 
Jlracban, 

THE  Britifh  caravan  having  fet  out  the 
latter  end  of  December,  I  left  this  ci- 
ty the  day  after  them,  accompanied  with  my 
wife,  two  fervants,  two  mates,  and  four  ftu- 
dents  of  furgery.  We  very  foon  overtook 
the  caravan,  and  kept  company  with  them 
till  we  arrived  in  Mofcow,  on  the  2d  day  of 
January  1742,  without  any  thing  remarkable 
happening  on  the  way.  The  day  following 
I  went  to  my  countrymen,  and  acquainted 
them  that  I  was  (brry  I  could  not  leave  that 
city  fooner  than  eight  or  ten  days,  becaufe 
the  beautiful  Princefs  Katharine  Golitzin  was 
ill  of  the  fmall  pox ;  and  as  that  noble  fami- 
ly had  earneftly  defired  my  waiting  (b  long, 
till  flie  was  free  of  danger,  I  could  by  no 
means  deny  their  requeft.  They  feemed  in- 
different, as  they  thought  there  would  be  no 
gfeat  need  of  me  ;  which  I  remarked,  and 
was  determined  to  trouble  myfelf  no  farther 
about  them ;  wherefore  I  remained  till  the 
young  Lady  was  out  of  all  danger,  nor  had 
the  malignant  pox  made  any  pits,  or  left  any 
marks  on  her  beauteous  face,  and  lovely  fea- 
tures.    That  good  family  recompenfed  my 

trouble 
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trouble  beyond  my  defire  or  expedation  ;; 
and  over  atid  above  this;  the  young  Princely 
made  a  prefent  of  a  very  handfoqie  Qlver. 
fnuff  box,  well  lined  with  ducats,  to,  mjr 
young  wife,  which  will  be  kept  as  long  as  w€; 
live*     Before  I  left  Mofcotv,  thp  Prinqefs  en*: 
gaged  me  to  go  five  miles  into  the  country 
to  dine  with  her  fiftere:  They  were,  two;ol4. 
maiden  ladies,  who  lived  in  va  te^utiful  yjl-c 
lage,  belonging  to  the  noble  family  of  V**.. 
rifhkin.     After  dinner  we  {laid  too  lat?  to 
return  to  Mofcow,  and  therefore  we  deter-. 
mined  to  proceed  early ,  in  the  morning*  We 
pafled  the  evening  very,  agreeably,  and  were, 
entertained  with  vocal  aqd  inftrujnental  mu- 
fie,  in  which  the   ladies   delighted   much* 
Next  morning  we  returned  to  Mofcow, 
and  after  breakfaft,  eyery  thipg  beiqg  neady, 
we  departed  from  that  noble  f?u)ily,  and 
proceeded  with  the  utmoft  expedition  night 
and  day  till  we  readied  TambofF,  five  hun- 
dred miles  from  Mofcqw.j  ,  We  had,  I  iup- 
pofc,  in  the  night  time  pafled  the:  Bjitjfli 
caravan  ;  for  we  never  heard  any  Thing  of 
them*  ;.';.;' 

We  went  through  the  city  Cqlumna, 
built  on  the  north  fide,  and  diftant  about 
four  verfts  frotfi  the  river  Ocka.  This  city, 
is  large,  well  fortified  with, brick  avails  and 
baftions.  It  is  not;  a  regular  fortification,  and 
is  diftant  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
verfts  5.  i£.  from  Mofcow.     We  croflecj.the 

4     '       '  '    Ocka 
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Odka  upon  ice,  and  proceeded  to  the  citjr 
of  Percflave  BeZariskoi  upon  the  river  Ocka, 
about  fifty   verfts   diftant  from  Columna  :  - 
Then' we»  arrived  at  Rezan  the  metropolis  of" 
the  dutchy  of  vthat  name,  fituated  alfo  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ocka  feventy  Verfts  diftant 
from  the  Perfeftavrf,  which  is  ftibordinated 
to  Reran.     It  is  faid  that  the  dutchy  of  Re- 
zatf  is  inferior  to  hone  in  Ruffia  in  richnefs 
€jf  foil,'  and,  as'l  havfe  ha<J  olcafion  to  tra- 
vel that  country  iri  the  fummer  time,    I 
have  reafbri  to  believe  it,  and   thirfk  there 
are  few  countries,  which  produce  more  plen- 
tiful crops  of  ill  Iferts  of  grain,   and  vaft 
quantities  of  honey.     Many  wild  beafts  in- 
habit this  country,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
not  only' very  numerous,  but  very  rich.    It 
is  ftiH  of  fine  Villages*     from  Re2an,  we 
proceeded  through  many l  large  ones  till  we 
arrived  at  Debroi  about  forty   verfts  from 
TariibofF.     It  was  -a  market  day,  and  hap- 
pening <to  fee  two  horfes  which  I  conceited, 
I  bought  them  :  The  one  was  a  large  beau- 
tiful Perfian  horfe  of  a  bay  colours  the  o- 
ther  was  a  Ruffian  horfe  which  paced  natu- 
rally ?  I  bought  them  for  a  veiy  fmall  price, 
and  that  day  proceeded  on  my  journey 
twenty  verfts  farther,  to  a  village  fituated 
on  the  iide  of  a  defert  one  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  over  :  Before  I  had  driven  five 
verfts  my  beautiful  Perfian  turned  lame, 
which   prevented  •  my   proceeding   farther 
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than  the  Tillage:  A  farrier  promised  to  re* 

cover  him  that  night,  but  failed  in  bis  prof 

mile,    and  next  day  a   very  great   faJJ  of 

faow   kept  me  till  the  afterneon.     I  was 

flepping  into  my  fledge,  when  an  exprefs 

arrived,  and  putting  a  letter  into  my  hand* 

faid  that   the   Englifh   gentlemen   were    ill 

TamboiF*    and    he   had    reafon    to    think* 

that  they  had  difpatched  Hm  from  Deboii 

by  poft  holies  to  overtake  me  if  pofiible,  and 

beg  that  I  would  wait  their  arrival,   which 

would  be  as  loon  a?  pofiible  for  their  horfes 

to  proceed.  The  letter  from  Mr  Grasme  vyas 

to  the  fame   effect  ;  he  faid  that  they  had 

met  with  very  much  trouble  on  the  road 

from  the  Voivodes,  or  petty  governors,  and 

their  writers,  ever  finding  obje&ions  to  their 

peafants  not  anfwering  exactly  the  defcrip- 

tions  given  of  them  in  their  pafiports,  and 

that  they  never  could  get  free  without  pre-* 

fents  of  wine,  tea*  or  fugai4,  and,  not  feldom, 

money.     This  the  gentlemen  confirmed  to 

me  at  their  arrival,   which  was  that   very. 

night  about  ten  of  the  clock ;  their  hories 

being  extremely  fatigued,  we  determined  to 

reft    all    night,    and    fet    out  into -the  de-v 

fart  at  break  of.  day? 

After  a  few  refleftions,  we  were  All  in- 
good  fpirits  j  nor  did  I  ever  part  with'  them 
till  we  arrived  in  Tzaritzin,  except  in  one 
town  where  they  could  have  no  need  of 
me.     I  could  not  help  telling  them  that  I 

*  F  hadode 
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bad  obferved  in  Mofcow  a  refervcdnefs  and 
indifference  whether  I  went  with  them  or 
not,  which  behaviour  I  would  not  have  for* 
given  in  any  but  my  countrymen,  the  more 
fo,  iince  I  was  well  affbred  that  they  were 
not  all  of  a  Mke  mind.  Meflrs  Graeme  and 
Brown  acknowledged  that  my  remarks  were 
not  ill-grounded,  bat  allured  me  that  they 
never  gave  encouragement  to  fuch  unde- 
ferved  treatment,  for  I  was  neither  burden- 
fome  nor  troublefome  to  them,  and  I  was 
determined  never  (horrid.  But  Mr  Graeme, 
not  ill  pleafed,  faid  that  they  had  paid  for 
their  indifference  very  defer  vedly. 

Thus  this  affair  ended,  and  next  morn- 
ing we  entered  the  defari,  where  nothing 
Was  to  be  feen  but  clouds,  fnow,  and  a  few 
pitiful  pofthoufes  diflant  one  from  the  other 
twelve  or  fourteen  verfts.  We  arrived  in 
Chopra  Crepuft,  or  Caftle,  early  in  the 
afternoon  on  the  fourth  day  after  we  fet  ouc 
from  the  laft  village,  and  now  the  merchants 
had  occafion  to  lee  that  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  to  get  their  people  free  paflage  from 
this  place*  The  cuftomhooie  officer  was 
drunk,  nor  would  he  a#  honeflly,  or  hear 
reaibn,  but  faid  that  he  was  determined  to 
flop  the  caravan,  which  confided  of  about 
one  hundred  hories.  Seeing  this,  I  got  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  agreed  up* 
on  between  the  Courts  of  London  and  St 
Peterfburgh,    and   went   ftraight  into   the 

caftle 
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caftle  to  demand  juftice.  I  happened  to  be. 
drefled  in  a  frock  for  travelling  and  a  furred 
cap,  having  no  mark  of  belonging  either  to 
the  fleet  or  army,  and  the  governor,  who  was 
a  captain,  fcarcely  would  voiichfafe  to  fpeak 
to  me,  taking  me  for  a  merchant.  I  plyed 
him  with  good  words  long,  and  could  eafily 
difcover  that  there  was  a  very  good  under- 
ftanding  between  him  and  the  cuftomhotife 
officer  :  When  I  had  found  out  this,  I  did 
not  fail  to  difcover  that  I  had  the  honour  to 
lerve  her  Imperial  Majefty  :  That  I  was  de- 
fired  by  Count  Golovine  to  proceed  in  com* 
pany  with  this  caravan  ;  and  lailly,  that  if 
they  (hould  meet  with  any  groundlefs  bin- 
derance  on  the  road,  I  (hould  inftantly  fend 
off  an  exprefs  to  him  with  an  account  of  it, 
which  would  not  fail  to  meet  with  immedi- 
ate redrefs*  I  then  defired  him  to  read  fome 
paragraphs  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  in 
one  of  which  it  was  agreed  by  the  Emprefs,  ' 
that,  if  firitidi  merchants  trading  or  travel* 
ling  through  Ruilia,  (hould  be  flopped  upon 
any  unreafonable  pretence,  that  the  per- 
fbns  who  did  fo  (hould  be  obliged,  if  I  mif- 
take  not,  to  pay  to  the  merchant  two  ducats 
of  gold  for  every  hour  they  were  flopped.  I 
then  defired  him  to  reflect  upon  the  conle- 
quences,  that  he  was  an  old  gentleman, 
who  had  now  an  honourable  poft,  that  he 
certainly,  which  I  (hould  be  forry  for,  wQuld 
meet  with  fevere  punifhment,  and  fcrupjed 

not 
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not  to  chide  bim  for  joining  with  a  ft  up  Id 
drunken  knave  to  diftrefs  the  inoffenfive 
ftranger,  LaftJy,  I  (aid  that  I  had  fome 
frufty  men  with  me  who  would  not  fail  to 
Hiakc  quick  difpatch,  and  that  neither  the 
merchants  nor  I  would  go  from  this  place 
till  juftice  was  done  us,  The  governor  be^ 
thought  himfelf :  The  cuftomhoule  officer 
was  lent  for,  threatened,  and  beaten  before 
he  could  be  brought  to  reafon  ;  and  the  old 
governor  was  fo  well  pleafed  that  I  had 
brought  him  to  a  fenfe  of  his  duty,  that  he 
went  into  the  town,  and  fupped  with  the 
merchants,  who  did  not  fail  to  make  him  fa 
very  drunk  that  he  was  carried  into  the 
caftle  by  his  foldiers.  Next  morning  we  had 
a  meflage  from  the  governor,  entreating  that 
we  would  breakfaft  with  him  r  When  we 
arrived  at  his  houfe,  a  large  table  was  co- 
vered, and  as  much  provifion  ready  drefTed 
as  would  have  been  fufficient  for  forty  men. 
I  excufed  myielf  as  I  was  obliged  to  wait  up- 
on Major  General  Butturlin  t  At  my  return 
however,  I  found  my  countrymen  very 
merry,  and  the  old  governor  almoft  drunk* 
We  then  proceeded  on  our  journey  to 
Mikaclova :  When  we  were  going  to  dine, 
one  of  my  iervants  told  me  that  the  gover- 
nor of  Chopra  had  loaded  my  carriages  with 
provifions,  ftich  as  hens,  ducks,  geefe,  tur- 
keys, enough  to  ferve  us  for  eight  days ;  that 
fee  h?4  fllfo  lent  a  fraall  barrel  of  mead,  one 

of 
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of  ale,  and  one  of  corn  brandy,  the  Iaft  of 
which  I  gave  amongft  the  fervants.     From 
this  place  we  inarched  on  without  any  hin- 
derance,  except  that  in  a  delart  we  *  faw  at 
feme  diftance  twenty  or  thirty  Kalmucks  on 
horfeback.     The  merchants  had  twelve  fol* 
diers,  and  I  and  my  people  were  eight  meii 
well  armed.     The  merchants  and  their  fal- 
diers  divided  one  half  to  each  end,  and  I 
kept  the  center  ;  fo  that  had  the  Kalmucks, 
made  an  attack,   we   would  prefently  have 
formed  a  hollow  fquare  :  But  the  Kalmucks 
having  obferved  fo  many  well  armed  men^ 
thought  proper  to  let  us  pafs  on  unmolefted ; 
after  this  day  however,   we  left   the  defart, 
and,  though  the  road  was  longer,  we  tra- 
velled upon  the  river  Don  amongft  villages, 
which  have  been   defcribed  formerly.     As 
the  merchants   were  quite  fafe  among  the 
Coflacks,  apd  my  wife  was   fickly,   being 
with  child,  I  ufed  to  drive  before  them,  but 
always  met  at  dinner  time,  and  at  night,  till 
we  arrived  on  the  weft  end  of  the  famous 
line  which  crofleth  the  country  betwixt  the 
Don  and  Volga.     I  then  fet  out  for  Donfka- 
ja,  and  took  my  leave  of  my  countrymen, 
propofing  to  wait  for  them  at  Tzaritzin ;  be- 
cause they  ran  no  rifle  of  being  flopped,  or 
6f  any  danger  upon  that  line.     I  arrived  at 
Donfkaja  about  midnight,  and  fent  to  the 
magiftrates,  who  were  in  bed,  for  horfes  to 
Tzaritzin.     They  returned  for  anfwer  that  I 
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had  no  right  to  demand  horfes  there,  and 
advifed  me  to  go  to  a  town  at  fome  diftance 
which  wy  in  the  road*     The  horfes  which 
had    brought  me  there    were   discharged, 
and  I  knew  not  what  to  do.     In  fuch  cafes, 
I  never  thought  it  any  crime  to  ufe  a  little 
policy.     I  was  certain  that  I  had  no  right 
to  force  them,  even  (upppfing  that   I  had 
ftrength,  which  I  had  not,  and  the  Coflacks 
are  a  very  obftinate  people  if  you  threaten 
them,  when  they   know  that  you  have  no 
right ;  But  I  obferved  formerly  that  they  u- 
niverfally  bear  no  good  will  either  to  the 
army  or  fleet,  and  this  animofity  is  recipro- 
cal ;  wherefore  when  a  ftrong  body  of  men 
is  upon   a  march,  they  feldom  care  to  dis- 
pute with  them.     They   having  feen  my 
pafTport,  and  by  it,  having  been  informed 
that  I  belonged  to  the  admiralty  at  Aftra- 
chan,  I  gave  them  to  know  that  as  I  had 
difmifled  my  horfes  I  could  not  proceed  that 
night  at  lead,  but  if  they  fcrupled  to  find 
me  horfes  they  would  find  it  more  difficult 
to  provide  for  a  great  number  of  men  next 
morning,    and  probably   would  not  relifh 
fuch  a  meeting,  when  they  fhould  be  inform* 
ed  that  I  was  flopped  on  the  road  by  their 
frivolous  objections  :  This  mefTage  had  die 
defired  efFedl,  and  they  inftantly  came  to 
me,  were  very  obliging,  and  wanted  much 
to  know  their  number.     I  anfwered  them 
constantly  in  general,  and  they  never  doubt* 

ed 
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cd  that  they  were  all  either  foldiers  or  fail- 
ors  belonging  to  Aftrachan  admiralty.  la 
confequence  of  this,  I  had  my  horfes  with- 
out further  trouble  :  And  as.  I  told  them  that 
I  could  not  drive  faft  or  far  at  a  time,  on  ac- 
count of  my  wife's  ficknefs,  they  gave  me 
as  good  horfes  as  were  to  be  had  in  the 
place.  The  lower  cfaffes  of  mankind,  who 
never  have  had  any  opportunity  of  ftadying, 
or  feldom,  prafiifing  morality  and  humani- 
ty, are  very  hard  to  be  perfuaded  to  do  a 
good  aftion  to  any  man  who  belongs  to  a 
clafs  of  men  for  whom  they  have  any  natu- 
ral averfion,  unlefs  forced  by  fear.  The  Cot 
lacks,  as  has  already  been  laid,  bear  an  ifl-wifl 
to  the  army  and  fleet,  and  probably  they 
have  caufe  for  Co  doing ;  wherefore  they 
will  not  do  an  obliging  thing  to  any  perfon 
belonging  to  either,  unlefs  they  may  have 
reafon  to  ftifpeft  that  they  -may  be  forced  to 
do  it,  and  punifhed  for  making  any  delay. 
This  they  were  afraid  of,  and  therefore 
granted  my  requeft  as  foon  as  they  could, 
and,  to  be  certain  of  my  friendfhtp,  treated 
me  abundantly.  I  have,  it  is  true,  alone, 
travelled  through  this  country  without  meet- 
ing with  any  hardfhip  or  being  put  to  any 
cxpence  for  inyfelf,  fcrvants,  and  horfes  : 
but  diis  was  owing  to  my  profeflion,  for  their 
villages  are  all  very  large  ;  they  have  lew 
people  profeffing  any  branch  of  medicine 
and  furgery  ;  they  therefore  very  reafbnably 

conclude, 
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conclude,  that  men  regularly  bred,  and  wha 
have  daily  experience  of  a  variety  of  dif: 
eafes,  fuch  as  thole  in  the  Imperial  fervice, 
arc  the  only  people  to  whom  they  ought  to 
apply  for  advice.  They  feldom  offer,  un- 
lefs  remarkably  rich,  to  pay  a  fee  y  and 
to  offer  a  trifle,  would  probably  be  taken  a? 
fin  affront:  Therefpre,  their  country  abound- 
ing in  all  junds  of  provision  for  man  and 
be^ft,  they  fend  their  acknowledgments  of 
this  kind,  in  fuch  plenty,  that  I  was  ever 
obliged  to  caufe  return  thq  greateft  part  of 
them. 

-  The  Ukraine  is  a  moft  delightful,  pleafant 
country*  and  the  people  though  warlike, 
and.confequently  not  eafily.  driven  out  of 
their  own  way,  are  very  humane,  and  moft 
obliging  to  ilrangers,  fuch  as  merchants, 
who  they  are  certain  dare  not  prefume  to 
hurt  them.  AllChriftian  ftrangers  from 
whatever  country  are  looked  upon  as  bre», 
thren,  and  enjoy  without  any  trouble  or 
form,  all  the  emoluments  of  a  Coflack.  And 
though  they  are  under  the  government  of 
Ruffia,  that  court  knows  ks  own  intereft  too 
well  to  burden  them  too  much,  and  there- 
fore lets  them  live  under  the  government  of 
their  own  laws,  providing  only  they  do  not 
clafh  with  the  intereft  of  the  Ruffian  Empire* 
Next  day  at  night  I  arrived  in  all.fafety  in 
Tzaritzin,  and  there  waited  for  my  coun* 
trymen. ,   I  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
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die  commandant,  Mr Culczoff  was  his  name, 
and  he  was  a  brigadier.  To. him  I  recom- 
mended them,  and  got  aflurance  that  he 
would  do  them  all  the  iervice  which  was  in 
his  power :  I  met  there  alfo  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Kifhinfkee  of  the  Aftrachan  garrifon  : 
He  had  been  fent.  there  to  tranfaft  fome  fe- 
cret  commiffion  which  was  fintthed,  and  he 
was  ready  to  return  to  Aftrachan,  but,  that 
he  might  travel  down  the  river  with  greater 
iafety,  waited  till  the  BritiQi  caravan  arrived. 
At  their  arrival,  I  was  told  that  they  refol- 
ded to  difcharge  their  horfes  at  Tzaritzin,and 
wait  till  open  water,  when  they  could  tranf- 
port  their  goods  in  barks,  at  which  I  was 
not  forry,  though  they  had  kept  me  wait- 
ing two  days  for  them.  They  were  much 
pleafed  however  that  I  had  recommended 
chem  effe&ually  to  Mr  Cultgoff's  protect 
lion. 

I  think  it  was  in  this  city  I  alked  them, 
How  they  came  to  know  that  I  had  pafled 
them  on  the  jtfad  betwixt  Mofcow  and  Tam- 
boff  ?  Their  anfwer  was,  That  it  is  well 
known  that  neceflity  is  the  mother  of  inven- 
tion ;  they  had  been  fo  very  much  encum* 
bered  by  Voivodes  and  cuftomhoufe  officers, 
out  of  whole  clutches  they  could  by  no  means 
get,  without  great  lofs  of  time,  and  confi- 
derable  expence  in  treating,  and  prefents* 
They  therefore  wiflied  that  I  had  been  with 
them,  and  feared  that. I  had  pafled  them  on 
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the  road,  at  no  great  diftanoe  from  Tamboff, 
They.pafled  n6  village  without  afldng  after 
me.  At  Debroy,  where  they  halted,  they  had 
notice  that  one  of  my  profeflion,  a  foreigner 
of  a  fmall  fize,  with  a  young  fick  Wife,  and 
eight  attendants,  had  (lopped  a  (hort  time 
there,  and  (hot  many  of  their  pigeons.  From 
the  deicription  given  of  me,  they  made  no 
doubt  that  I  was  the  perfon  defcribed,  and 
therefore  fent  off  by  poft  ;  but,  if  I  had  not 
bought  thefe  lame  horfes,  they  could  Scarce- 
ly have  overtaken  me,  till  I  was  within  a 
finall  diftance  of  Tzaritzin. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Ki(hin(kee,  efcorted  by 
eight  good  foldiers,  and  I  by  (even  briflt 
young  men,  all  well  armed,  fet  out  from 
Tzaritzin,  and  arrived  in  all  fafety  in  Tchor- 
nayar,  in  two  days,  being  one  hundred  and 
eight  y.verfts  diftance.  We  dined  with  the 
commandant,  where  we  were  defired  to  ftay 
a  ftiort  time,  becaufe  they  were  allured  that 
a  body  of  twenty  or  thirty  Kalmucks  were 
feen  in  the  defart  lately,  and  that  their  ap- 
pearance, at  that  time  of  the  year,  in  thefe 
parts,  portended  no  good  defign:  However, 
the  colonel  and  I  agreed  to  proceed:  Having 
got  frefti  horfes,we  thought  we  could  be  in  no 
imminent  danger;  for  the  Kalmucks  have  not 
much  iron,  and  the  Ruffians  take  very  great 
care  that  they  (hall  get  none  from  them ;  con- 
fequently  they  never  fhoe  their  horfes,  which 
renders  them  .unfit  to  ride  faft  upon  ice  ; 

whereas 
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whereas  the  Ruffian  hoffes  arc  always  very* 
weH  (hod,  lb  chat  they  go  as  firmly,  or  ra- 
ther better,  upon  ice  than  on  the  ground* 
The  commandant's  report  however  wai  true; 
for,  when  we  were  dtftant  but  about  fifteen 
verfts  from  Tchornayar,  we  discovered  a  bo- 
dy of  hprfemen  upon  the  banks  of  the  river, 
though  we  could  not  number  them,  being  . 
ever  in  motion,  but  fuppated  they  tnight  be 
about  twenty  or  twenty-five  faeh.  They*  ' 
were  very  well  mounted :  We  were  in  rcadi* 
nefi  to  receive  them,  but  thought  it  proper 
to  l^eep  near  the  eaft  fid*  of  the  river  at  a  di* 
ftance  from  them.  They  {tampered  down 
the  river,  keeping  equal  pace  wkh  us,  till  a 
great  thicket  of  brufhrwood  obliged  them  tor 
ride  off. 

We  kept  our  conrfc;  and,  as  the  ftrongeft 
fiflieries  on  the  river  were  well  known  to  thd 
colonel,  he  determined  to  go  at  leaft  thirty 
verfts  from  Tchornayar  before  we  halted* 
Thefe  fiCberks  are  Ho  otherways  ftrong  than 
by  the  number  of  men  inhabiting  them,  who 
are  always  well  armed,  and  live  cm  iflahds  in 
large  zemknkes  built  under  ground  ;  as  they 
have  been  defcribed  in  the  firft  vohxme,  I 
fhall  fay  no  more  of  them  here*.  .  We  halted 
a  confiderable  time,  keeping  a  good  look-out, 
and  then  departed,  and  met  with  nothing  un- 
common till  we  arrived  in  Aftrachan.  At  the 
diftance  of  about  twenty  verfts  from  it,  our 
Jlorfes  being  much  fatigued,  we  were  obliged 
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to  halt,  anil  on  the  banks  of  the  river  roaft- 
ed  fmall  bits  of  mutton  for  our  dinner  in  the 
open  field,  Under  red  gravelly  cliffs.     The 
colonel  told  me,  that,  fince  my  departure 
from  Aftrachan,  a  few  merchants  travelling 
this  way  halted  for  refrefhment  at  that  place, 
and,  when  they  were  taking  their  dinner, 
part  of  the  cliff  fell  down,  and  with  it,  an 
earthen  jar  full  of  old  Tartar  coin,  fome  of 
which  he  had  feen,  both  gold  and  filver.    At 
about  four  verfts  diftance  from  Aftrachan  my 
horfes  were  fo  tired,  that  without  fome  re- 
frefhment they  could  proceed  no  further.    I 
acquainted  the  Colonel  of  it,  who  faid  that  he 
would  proceed,  but  was  fo  kind  as  to  invite 
me  to  his  houfe,  telling  me,  that  a  good  warm 
fupper  (hould  be  got  ready  by  the  time  of  my 
arrival.     I  was  glad  enough  to  arrive  at  the 
Colonel's  houfe,  becaufe  it  was  too  late  to 
procure  any  good  lodging  for  the  night. 
There  I  met  with  a  polite  reception,  and 
next  morning  I  faw  my  fea-officers,  and  got 
proper  lodgings  till  my  houfe  Chould  be  ft. 
nifhed,  which  wfts  building,  with  a  fine  new 
hofpital.     But,  fince  my  departure,  Aftra* 
chan  appeared  to  me  quite  different  from 
what  it  had  formerly  done* 


•"  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     VI. 

Concerning  what  happened  remarkable  in  the  jear 
1742  at  Afirachariy  and  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood.   . 

ASTRACHAN,  I  lay,  did  not  appear  the 
fame  as  formerly  to  me.  We  had  now 
a  new  Governor,  Vice-governor,  and  Com- 
mandant, neither  of  whom  I  knew,  in  place 
of  one  of  the  beft  men,  I  believe,  the  world 
ever  produced.  We  had  one  now  whofe  mo- 
ral character  was  not  (b  very  agreeable  to  good 
men.  From  what,  follows,  fome  part  of  it  will 
be  pretty  well  known.  After  having  been 
received  into  the  fleet,  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  pay  my  refpe&s  to  our  new  Governor,and 
the  other  two  new  gentlemen  juft  now  na- 
med, though  I  was  not  under  their  dirediion, 
as  the  fleet  at  this  time  was  quite  independent 
of  the  Governor/  When  I  went  to  the  Go- 
vernor's palace,  the  captain  of  the  guards 
told  me,  that  the  tables  were  turned  ;  that, 
in  place  of  feeing  a  man  endued  with  equity 
and  goodnefs,  1  was  going  to  fee  a  tyrant, 
and  one  in  every  refped  the  reverie  of  good 
Prince  Golitzin.  I  anfwered,  that  I  imagi- 
ned it  was  my  duty  to  pay,  at  my  firft  ap- 
pearance in  the  city,  my  refpefts  to  our  Go- 
.  vernor  j  that  I  wanted  nothing  from  him, 

and 
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and  that  I  hoped  he  never  (hould  have  it  in 
his  power  to  opprefs  me,  nor  do  me  any 
harm.  I  went  faito  the  well  known  hall,  and 
paid  my  refpe&s  to  an  old,  tall  meagre  man, 
by  the  title  of  Excellence*  He  was  playing 
at  chefs  with  the  Commandant,  and  took  ve- 
ry little  notice  of  me.  After  one  game  was 
done,  he  rofe,  came  to  the  window  where  I 
ftood,  and  looked  out  over  my  head,  but  no* 
vcr  fpoke  one  word.  I  could  not  get  from 
the  window,  without  endangering  the  over* 
fetting  of  him.  As  he  was  returning  to  his 
place,  I  went  out  of  the  room,  not  .ill  pleafed 
that  I  had  feen  the  man  of  whom  I  had 
heard  fo  many  ridiculous  odd  ftories;  but 
was  determined  to  pay  him  no  more  vifits, 
without  invitation.  I  next  went  to  our  Vice-* 
governor,  Prince  Michael  Baretinike :  He  was 
a  brigadier,  and  of  an  antient  noble  family, 
an  old  man,  of  an  exceeding  good  character. 
He  received  me  in  a  very  genteel  hofpitable 
manner,  told  me  that  he  had  frequently 
heard  of  me,  and  that  he  was  glad  that  I 
had  returned  to  Aftrachan;  becaufe,  he  faidf 
that  he  had  intended  to  employ  me  in  his  fa- 
mily when  needful.  He  introduced  me  to 
his  Lady,  who  was  young,  and  very  agree- 
able. He  kept  me  very  late,  and  amongft 
other  tilings  faid,  that  Vafilic  Nekititch  Ta^ 
tifhoff  was  a  very  lingular  man,  and  that  his 
not  taking  notice  of  me  was  his  common 
way.of  wceivingftranfters,  fcfpeswlly  Jhis  iiv* 

feriors ; 
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feriors;  and  that  he  bat  feldom  paid  due  re- 
fped  even  to  his  fuperiors. 

Having  now  got  my  hofpital  built,  and  in 
good  order,  I  followed  my  bufinefs  clofely 
without  troubling  rayfelf  about  any  thing  elf  e 
for  about  fix  weeks,  when  there  was  received 
in  Aftrachan,  a  manifesto  in  relation  to  th6 
following  great  ftate^prifoners,  (igned  on  th£ 
2  2d  January  1742. 

COPY  of  the  Emprefs  Elifabeth's  M*nifefto. 

"  By  the  Grace  of  God,  we  Elifabeth  the 
Firft,  Emprefs  and  Sovereign  of  all  Ru£ 
fia,  &c.  make  known  by  thefe  prefents. 
•*  It  is  already  fufficiently  known  to  eve- 
44  ry  one,  by  our  manifeflo  of  the  28th  of 
44  November  1741,  how,  by  the  wicked  and 
44  ill-defigrang  intrigues  of  the  late  High  Ad- 
44  miral  and  Minifter  of  the  Cabinet,  Count 
4€  Andrew  Ofterman,  carried  on  againft  us, 
"in  defpke  of  his  better  knowledge  and  his 
44  own  confeience,  we  were,  upon  the  de- 
444  ceafe  of  the  Eihperor  Peter  II.  of  glorious  - 
*9  memory,  deprived  of  our  paternal  here- 

44  ditary  throne  of  all  Ruffia,  which  already 

45  at  that  time  belonged  to  us  as  lawful  heir- 
*'  efe  without  exception,  by  virtue  of  the  laffc 
*  *  will  eftablifhed  by  her  Imperial  Majefty, 
4€  -  our  dear  mother,  the  great  Lady  and  Em- 
44  prefs  Katharine  Alexiewna,  now  retting 
u  with  God  :  As  alfo,  how,  by  wiles,  ofFen- 
4€  five  to  God,  and  prejudicial  to  our  Em- 
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44  pire,  he  C.  Ofterman,  jointly  with  the  lata 
"  Field-marQial  Count  Mutnich,  and  fome 
"  others  their  aflbciates,  at  the  deceafe  of  her 
•*  Majefty  the  Emprefs  Anna  Joannovna  of 
"  moft  blefled  memory,  when  her  Majefl^r 
"  was  already  in  the  utmoft  weakness  on  her 
44  death-bed,  again  excluded  .us  from  our  pa- 
44  ternal  hereditary  throne,  by  the  means  of 
"  an  ordinance  and  fettlement  of  fucceliion, 
"  drawn  up  by  him  Ofterman,  naming  and 
*'  appointing  for  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
«  Prince  John,  born  of  the  Serene  Princefs 
"  Anne  of  Mecklemburgb  and  of  Prince  An- 
*'  thony  UlricofBrunfwick-Liineburgh,  tho^ 
44  he  had  not  the  leaft  pretention  nor  birth- 
4€  right  whatfoever,  and  beildes,  was  but  an 
"  infant  of  two  months  of  age  ;  and  after 
"  him  his  brothers  that  (hould  be  born  erf" 
4€  the  faid  Princefs  Anne.     At  the  fame 
41  time,  they  not  only  conveyed  the  admini- 
4€  ftration  into  foreign  hands,  to  the  greateft  - 
4$  diforder  in  our  Empire,  and  to  the  ut- 
"  moft  oppreflion  and  ruiu  of  all  our  faith- 
44  ful  fubjefts  ;  but  even  afterwards,  Count 
44  Ofterman,  and  with  him  the  late  Vice- 
"  chancellor  Count  Golof kin,   and  the  reft 
"  of  their  accomplices,  to  our  infupportable 
4€  grievance,  and  to  the  manifeft  danger  of 
•r  our  own  perfon,  drew  up  a  particular  re- 
44  gulation  of  the  hereditary  fucceffion,  in 
44  order  to  exclude  us  intircly  and  for  ever 
*\  from  the  polleflion  of  the  Imperial  throne 
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**  of  Raffia ,  belonging  to  us  by  our  lawful 
hereditary  right*  a£  well  as  by  the  law  of 
all  the  world :  By  which  forefaid  regula- 
tion, they  audacloufly  attempted,  not  only 
to  declare  all  the  females  defcended  from 
Princefft  Annie  capable  of  fucceedltf  g  to  the 
throne,*  but  alfo  to  appoint  the  Princefs 
herfetf  to  be  Emprcfe  <*f  dll  th*  Rutfias  i 
AH  which  wicked  attempts  and  impious 
•*  defigns  of  Ofterman,  Mumidh,  arid  Golof- 
*€  kin,  are  fet  forth  more  at  large  in  our  ma- 
•»  nifefto  of  the  28th  November  laft  year. 

M  In  this  lamentable  tod  dangerous  litu* 
•*  ation,  we  were  at  bft  inevitably  neceffita- 
%t  ted,  fey  the  afliftance  of  Almighty  God,  at 
"  the  moft  humble  requcftof  all  our  faithful 
*'  fubje&s,  but  efpecially  of  the  regiments 
€t  of  our  guards,  to  mount  our  hereditary 
€€  paternal  tiirone,  and  immediately  to  take! 
€€  into  cuftody  the  (hamelefs  difturibcrs  of  ^ 
«*  the  public  tranquillity,  viz.  the  faid  Often* 
"  man,  Muinich  and  Golofkin,  as  traitors 
€€  to  the  Empire,  and  malefa&ors,  together 
**  with  their  adherents  and  accomplices,  the 
t€  late  High  Steward  of  the  household  Levold* 
**  the  Prefident  of  the  Coflege  of  Commerce, 
*4  Baron  Mengden,  die  aflual  Counfellor  of 
"  State  TemeraizofF,  and  the  reft  who  are 
*'  concerned  with  them.  But  in  order  that 
€f  every  thing  relating  to  their  audacious 
<f  condud,  odious  fo  the  Almighty,  arid  their 
J'  defigns  pernicious  to  our  Empire ,  might  I :  e 

H  -^-fcifloaghc 


58  V.O.Y  A  G  E  S     and 

"  brought  to  light,  and  made  known  in  eve* 
"  ry  circumftance,and  in  order  to  reftore  the 
cc  public  general  tranquillity  and  content:  As 
"  alfo,  fuch  a  love  and  peaceablenefs  among 
"  the  people  as  might  pleafe  the  Aljpighty, 
"  we  did  appoint. a  particular  commiffion  of 
c<  enquiry,  before  which  the  faid  Ofterman, 
"  Muinich,  and  Golofkin,  with  the  reft  of 
"  their  accomplices,  fhould  be  examined 
"  concerning  their  grievous  offences  againft 
"  the  State,  as  alfo  other  crimes  committed 
"  contrary  to  their  oaths  and  duty,  tending 
*'  to  the  open  ruin  of  the  Empire,  and  the 
"  difturbance  of  the  public  tranquillity.  The 
"  main  refult  of  which  enquiry  was  found  ta 
"  be  as  follows  : 

"  The  late  Admiral  Andrew  Ofterman 
€t  did  not  only  knowingly  and  willingly, 
"  contrary  to  his  oath  and  duty,  confe- 
"  quently  in  the  moft  flagrant  manner,  fup- 
*'  prefs  and  leave  unexecuted  the  laft  will 
"  made  by  her  Imperial  Majefty,  our  deareft 
€€  mother,  the  Emprefs  Katharina  Alexevna, 
"  now  refting  with  God,  and  by  him,  as 
€€  well  as  others,  fubfcribed  and  confirmed 
"  by  folemn  oath ;  by  which  we  were  a£hi- 
€€  ally,  and  in  exprefs  terms,  called  to  the 
4<  fucceffion  of  the  Imperial  throne  of  Ruflia 
in  proper  time;  but  alfo,  after  the  deceafe 
of  his  Imperial  Majefty  Peter  II.  at  the  e- 
ledion,  by  which  the  Emprefs  Anna  Joan* 
"  novna  was  placed  on  the  throne  of  Ruffia, 
*'  as  alfo-  «t  various  changes  which  happen* 
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cd  afterwards,  efpecially  when  the  Em- 
prefs  Anna  Joannovna  made  anew  ottdi- 
"   nance  concerning  the  fucceflion,  and  pub- 
€€  lifhed  her  laft  will  on  the  5th  of  Oftober 
*4   in  the  year   1740  (which  he  alone  had 
€C  drawn  op  in  his  own  houfe)  he;  not  only 
**  made  no  mention  of  the  above  faid  laft- 
€€   will,   nor  any  reprefentations  concerning 
it ;  but  did  defignedly  conceal  and  fupf- 
prefs  it,   endeavouring,   by  various  falfe 
fuppofitions,   to  render  it  abfolutely  inef- 
44  fe&ual,  and  totally  to  annul  it.     Nay,  e- 
44  ven  fuch  were  his  abominable  defigns, 
44  that,  by  divers  fchemes  fet  down^  in  wrt- 
44  ting,  which,  after  his  arreft,  were  found  a- 
44  mong  other  papers  m  his  own  houle,  and 
41  which  he  had  fbme  time  before,  without 
regard  to  God,  to  his  oath,  and  to  his  du- 
ty,  drawn  up  in  his  own  hand-writing, 
he  intended  to  keep  U9  intirely  from  the 
44  Ruffian  throne,  as  well  as  our  nephew  his 
Royal   Highnefs  the   Duke   of  Holftein, 
grand  (on  to  his  Imperial    Majefty,   our 
deareft  father,  Peter  the  Great,  jufb  as  if 
neither  we  nor  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  a* 
ny  right  or   pretenfion   to   the   Ruffian 
44  throne.     But,  in  order  to  remove  ^11  ob- 
44  ftacles  he  might  apprehend  from  our  fide, 
he  devifed  a  projett  to  marry  us  to  fome 
poor:  prince  out  of  this   country,  from 
whom  there  might  be  never  any  caiife  of 
appreheivfion.     The  queftion  being  put  to 
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"  him  as  to  thefe  defigns,  by  him  fo  wick* 
**  edly  and  unapfwer^bly  devifed  and  drawn 
"  up  by  Ills  own  hand,  he  did  indeed  own 
''  bimfelf,  he  had  done  all  this  contrary  to 
"  his  better  knowledge  and  his  own  copici* 
44  ence,  and  though  ablblutely  convinced, 
44  thatt  purfuant  to  the  laid  lad  will  and  di£*. 
44  pofition  of  our  dear  mother  the  Em  pre  & 
44  Katharma  Alexevna,  we  'had  the  moft  itv* 
44  difputable  fight  to  the  fucceflion  of  tho 
"  throne,  yet  he  falfely  pretended  at  the  fame 
44  time,  that  he  did  this  out  of  mere  compli* 
«  ance  to  the  late  Emprefs  Anna  Jognnovna* 
*  •  in  order  to  be  freed  of  the  fufpicion,  wfrich* 
4  '  as  he  falfely  pretended,  he  lay  under  with 
4t  her  Imperial  Majefty,  on  account  of  ha* 
44  ving  prepared  the  above  faid  lafl-will.  He, 
«  Ofterman,  in  particular  has  dared,  to  the 
*'  greater  infringement  of  the  public  laws  of 
4i  the  Empire,  and  to  the  difturbance  pf  the 
"  domeftic  tranquillity,  to  draw  up  in  his  own 
"  hand-writing,  and  to  fuggefl  divers  fchemes 
4€  how  the  fucceflion  to  the  Ruflian  throne 
41  might  be  extended  alfb  to  the  Princefles 
44  defcending  from  Prinpefs  Anne  of  Meek- 
lembufgh,  in  which  he  has  had  the  bold* 
nefs  to  alledge,  that  in  the  ordinance  a- 
bout  the  fucceflion  published  by  her  Ma* 
jefly  Anna  Joannovna,  the  Princefles  de* 
4€  (bending  from  Princels  Anne  were  indeed 
4i  not  exprefsly  mentioned,  yet  neither  were 
e  th$y  deluded;  iuft  as  if  this  aifair  was  in 
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•*  itiWf  of  no  gtt&  importance,  but  only  this 
"  to  be  taken  into  coniideratioo,  how  to 
"  proceed  in  it*  and  in  what  manner  the 
"  fucceflfcn,  Co  prevent  all  manner  .of  difor- 
"  ders  on-  fimins.  emergpKwet,  might  be 
"  brought  and  fettled  in  exprefs  terms  on 
"  the  fijtera  of  Prince  John,  When  the  reft 
«  of  the  tnUiifters  thereupon  objected,  that 
*f  fuch  an  affair  otight  firft,  above  $1)  things* 
t*  to  be  deliberated  upon,  particularly,  be* 
*  caufe,  purfuant  to-  the  laft-wlll,  the  late 
"  regent,  jointly  with  tbe  cabinet-council, 
"  the  fynod,  the  ienate,  and  the  general  of* 
"  ficers,  were  td  chufe  a  fucceflbr :  That  afc 
'«  terward*  it  was  to  beponfidered  what  rea* 
"  ions  might  be  pretended  for  it ;  and  when 
"  moreover,  they  begged  fufficient  time  well 
««  to  examine  an  -affair  of  fo  great  weight, 
<f  Ofterman  returned  this  profligate  anfwer, . 
*'  That  the  fame  ordinance  about  the  fuc 
*«  cefGon  did  not  at  aH  run  counter  to  the 
"  laft-will:  That  if  only  the  reft  of  the  mi* 
*'  miters  would  join  in  their  votes,  there 
**  wbuld  be  esiily  found  fuch  reafons,  as 
*'  might  be  laid  befone  the  world ;  and  that 
"  there  remained  nothing  elie  to  be  done, 
**•  than  to  take  the  buunefs  itfeif  in  hand* 
*'  Thereupon  he  laid  before  Princefs  Anne 
«'  bis  opinion,  written  likeways  with  his  own 
.*«  hand,  jreprelenting,  that  the  regulating  of 
**  the  fucceflion  always  depended  on  the  will 
*'  of  the  Sovereign  ;  and  that  the  Princeft 

«*  Anne, 
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44  Anne,  in  the  Emperor's  name,  might  a& 
"  in  the  adminiftratiott  of  the  Etripire  with 
44  the  fame  unlimited  power  and  authority 
44  as  belonged  to  any  reigning  Emperor  : 
44  That  therefore,  after  the  example  of  the 
"fucceffion's  havingbeen  fettled  upon  Pr. 
41  John  and  his  brother,  it  might  alfo  iij  his 
44  name  be  fecured  to  his  fitters  descending 
44  from  Princefs  Anne,  by  oaths  iigned  by 
4€  the  (laces  fpiritual  and  temporal,  accord- 
44  ing  to*  the  cuftrom  of  this  country;  and 
44  thus  this  defign  might  at  once,  without 
44  lofe  of  time,  be  brought  to  its  execution 
4(  arid  pefrfe&ion.  To  which  he  added,  that 
44  if  this  affair  was  not  taken  in  hand  una- 
44  nhnoufly,  and  without  any  private  views, 
**  or  if  perhaps  every  one  would  follow  his 
44  ownhead,it  waseafy  to  conceive,  that  rather 
"  than  delay  prompt  execution  ought  to  be 
44  expe&ed.  In  divers  converfations  with 
44  Levold  and  Mengden,  Ofterman  did  not 
«•  fcruple  to  tell  the  latter,  that  if  the  affair 
44  was  managed -with  good  order,  Princefs 
44  Anne  might  bfe  Emprefs  herfelf,  with  this 
4t  profligate  expreflion,  That  (he  might  in  e- 
44  quity  pretend  to  the  fucceflion  as  well  as 
44  her  children,  though  it  is  known  to  th* 
44  whole  world,  that  thcfe  latter  never  had 
44  nor  can  have  a  fucceflion  to  the  throne  of 
44  Kuffia*  To -Levold  he  opened  himfelf, 
41  that  one  could  not  know  how  things 
44  might  turn  out,  and  it  might  be  that  the 

4€  Princefs 
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€€  Princefe  herfelf  might  feizc  on  the  fuc « 

"  ceffion    before   all   her    daughters  ;    to 

"  which  he  added,  that  the  affair  muft  be 

**  done,  either  by  force,  viz.  by  letters  pa- 

€€  tent,  or  by  bringing  things  about  fo,  that 

"  the  people  themfelvcs  (hould  demand  it. 

•«  The  queftion  being  put  to  Ofterman,  con- 

*•  cerning  thefe  projefts  and  devices,  he  did 

"  own,  that  all  this  had  been  written  and 

€€  propofed  by  him,  out  of  a  well  meaning 

*'  view  and  officioufnefs  for  Princefs  Anne, 

*'  to  the  end  that  if  there  were  even  no 

€$  Princes  born  by  her  in  being,  yet  Che 

*'  might  not  meet  with  any  obftacle  from  us> 

€€  as  the  only  lawful  heir:  Furthermore, that, 

**  contrary  to  the  lad- will  above-mentioned, 

f  *  in  purfuance  of  which  he  had  obliged  him* 

"  felf  by  oath,  to  caul e  the  fucceffion  to  the 

"  Ruffian  throne,  which,  upon  the  deceafe 

€€  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  Peter  II.  lawfully 

"  belonged  to  us,  he  not  only  worked  againft 

"  us  when  the  cafe  exifted,  but  even,   in 

"  further  defiance  of  his  oath,  a&ed  againft 

"  us  upon  the  deceafe  of  her  Imperial  Ma- 

"  jefty  Anna  Joannovna  ;  as  alfo  after  the 

•*  depofltion  of  the  regent,  only  to  gain  Prin- 

"  cefs  Anne's  favour  and  obligation;   and 

€i  thus  preferring  his  own  private  ad  van  t  a- 

i€  ges  to  the  public  happineis  of  the  Empire, 

€i  fetting  afide  his  own  confcience,  and  abfo- 

V  lutely  forgetting  the  dreadful  judgments 

f  of  Almighty  God,  he  endeavoured,  in  the 

**  mod 
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"  mod  wicked  and  unjuftifiable  manner,  by 
49  divers  intrigues,  to  deprive  us  of  our  pa- 
44  ternal  hereditary  right,  which  we  were 
44  born  to,  and  whteh  in  jufttee  belonged  to 
44  us  by  all  the  law9  in  the!  world.  Belides 
"  thefe*  Ofterman  has  committed  ftiany  of- 
44  fences  againft  our  pcribn,  of  which  he  has 
44  been  convkled  as  to  every  particular  in  his 
4i  examination.  Moreover,  many  other  grie* 
44  vou9  mifdemeariours,  tending  to  (he  open 
44  prejudice  and  ruin  of  the  Empire,  have 
41  been  proved  Againft  him  :  He  has  beett 
44  remifs  in  fufficiently  providing,  according 
44  to  his  duty,  for  the  defence  of  the  Empire, 
4€  when  it  was  moft  neceflary :  He  never  con* 
44  ftilted,  as  he  ought  to  do,  concerning  the 
44  weighty  affairs  of  the  Empire,  wkh  per- 
f  *  Tons  of  truft,  and  appointed  for  it ;  but 
4€  tranfatfed  tnoft  of  his  own  head.  In  va- 
44  rious  cafe9  of  great  cottfequence  he  nei- 
44  ther  would  call  a  great  council,  nor  fuffer 
4$  one  to  be  called ;  though  by  his  office  he 
4t  ought  to  have  been  the  firft  to  make  re- 
44  monftrances  concerning  luck  perfons  as 
44  were  trufted  with  many  and  great  expen- 
4€  cesof  the  Empire,  yet  he  never  looked  to 
4t  k,  that  they  fhouM  give  an  exa&  account, 
44  In  affairs  of  fuch  importance  as  concern- 
«c  ed  the  well-fare  of  all  the  Empire,  he  cm- 
44  ployed,  to  the  prejudice  of  aH  the  Ruffian 
u  nation,  utter  Grangers,  of  whole  circum* 
44  fiances  mid  conduct  nobody  ever  had  fuf- 
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44  ficient  knowledge  befldes  himfelf,  whilft 
44  native  Ruffians  in  thefe  cafes  were  fet  a- 
44  fide,  only  the  others  were  admitted  to  re- 
*•  wards,  but  the  Ruffians  were  abridged  to 
44  all  profits,  nay,  rather  employed  to  their 
44  detriment;  ;  his  dependents  and  adherents 
€€  he  not  only  employed  on  all  occafions  for 
"   rewards,  but  even  protected  them  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  he  commended  their  paul- 
try  fervices  equal  to  the  greateft  merits  of 
others,  and  when  they  a&ed  wrong,  or  ne- 
glected any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Empire, he  not  only  fliifted  it,but  approved 
44  of  them  and  of  their  aftions;  he  ifTued  great 
44  funis  of  money  out  of  the  treafury  of  the 
44  Empire,  and  other  offices  of  the  revenue, 
"  without  confulting  other  members  of  the 
44  cabinet-council,   but  only  fent  to  their 
4g  houfes  their  folutions,  drawn  up  for  their 
44  figning  :  In  important  affairs  of  the  Em- 
V  pure,  he  has  often  changed  his  opinions,  as 
"  they  were  to  pleafe  others,  but  not  as  his 
44  fworn  duty  and  the  intereft  of  the  Empire 
44  required  ;  he  burthened  and  diftrefTed  the 
44  Empire  by  his  exceffive  railing  of  recruits 
44  of  men  and  horfes ;  the  reports  that  came 
44  from  the  commanding  admirals  concern^ 
44  ing  the  (fate  of  the  fleet,  he  did  not  fend 
44  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  but  had  them 
44  all  brought  to  his  own  houfe,  nor  ever 
*'  communicated  to  the  (aid  board  thofe  ad- 
*l  vices  and  papers  that  formerly  had  been 
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"  ferit  to  him ;  he  helped  to  procure  to  the 
"  Field-riiarfhal  Muinich  an  ukaufe,  or  let- 
ters patent,  for  difpenfing  him  \vithont 
giving  any  anfwer  or  account  to  tehomfo- 
eter,  concerning  the  command  he  had  o- 
ver  the  works  of  the  c&nal  of  Ladoga, 
though  he  Ofterman  very  well  knew  that 
€i  this  was  an  affair  and  preterifion  fcontra- 
**  ry  to  the  common  laws,  againft  which  he 
"  ought  to  have  made  temonlfranCes.  He 
€x  advanced  all  his  relations,  without  any 
14  iervice  or  merit;  during  his  miniftry, 
"  when  he  had  in  a  manner  feked  the 
"  whole  Empire,  he  had  the  impudence  to 
"  run  arid  to  extirpate  many  antient  and 
"  confiderable  Ruffian  families,  to  make  talany 
"  men  hated  and  undervalued  by  the  fe- 
"  veral  lbvereigns,  to  cauffe  many  to  be  fent 
"  away  from  court,  and  to  caufe  unheard 
*  of  cruelties  and  executions  to  be  commit- 
u  ted  on  high  and  low,  without  fjtering  e- 
«  ven  the  clergy  ;  to  fow  pifundemahdings 
••  and  create  variance  arttorig  the  Ruffian 
u  fubje&s :  Nay,  he  has  Carried  his  audaci- 
oulhefs  fo  far  as  to  abrogate  many  regu- 
lations eftabliftied  for  the  public  good  \>y 
his  Majefty  our  dear  father,  hOW.tefthig 
#f  with  God,  the  Emperor  Peter  the  Great, 
particularly  that  concerning  jTollicltOrt  at 
refpe&ive  boards,  arid  thus  openly  to  Cx- 
ppfe  and  to  cenfure  the  profound  pfrfie- 
*'  tratlon  &nd  wife  diipofitioa  of"  jfb  glori- 
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t€  ous  a  monarch,  pot  to  mention  ether  fuch 
"  mifdemeanors  and  neglefts  of  the  intereft 
"  and  welfare  of  the  Empire ;  more  of 
4€  which  is  to  be  fee#  at  large  in  the  jour- 
"  n^ls  of  the  trial. 

*'  The  principal  crimes  of  the  Field-mar- 
"  £hal  Muinich  are  as  follows  ;  During  the 
"  various  changes  that  have  of  late  happen- 
"  pd,  he  neither  did  obferve  nor  fupport 
4€  the  afprefaid  l^ft  will  left  by  her  Majefty 
*  ■  opr  dear  mother  thq  Emprefs  Katharine  Ar 
"  lexevna,  tho'  hef  with  many  others,  had 
fwprn  fojt  and  figi>ed  it  j  on  the  contrary, 
upon  the  deceafe  of  her  Majefty  Anna  Jo- 
aqnovna,  he  took  particular  pains  to  play 
the  adminiftration  of  the  Ruffian  Empire 
into  foreign  hands,  and  accordingly  con- 
" .  trihuted  moil  towards  the  late  Duke  of 
"  Courland  Biron's  entering  upon  the  rer 
"  gency  :  He,  Muinich  having  been  the 
"  firft,  and  who  talked  mod  with  him  about 
€€  it,  inftantly  defired  it  of  him,  and  prek 
"  fed  him  to  it,  Biron  thereupon  having, 
4€  direftjy  contrary  %o  the  intereft  of  the 
"  Empire,  taken  upon  himfelf  the  admini* 
4€  ftratioq,by  Muinich's  fraudulent  intrigues, 
*'  was  again  turned  out  by  the  fame  Mur 
"  ipich,  for  this  latter's  own  private  views  ; 
"  who,  upon  his  going  to  feize  the  late  re* 
"  gent,  knpwing  the  particular  and  iincerc 
fl  inclination  which  the  foldiers  of  the  Im- 
^  perial  guards^  then  upon  duty,  had  for 
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44  us,  ufed  this  fraudulent  (hift,  in  order 
"  fooner  to  gain  them,  falfely  to  pretend 
€t  that  we  and  our  nephew  were  opprefled 
11  by  the  regent,  who  therefore  was  to  be 
"  fefaed,  and  that  afterwards  they  might 
"  have  for  their  mafter  whomfoever  they 
"  pleafed,  be  it  Prince  John,  or  his  Royal 
"  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Holflein.  This 
44  having  been  effe&ed,  though  the  faid 
"  Muinich  was  convinced  in  his  own  con- 
«*  fcience  that  we  and  our  nephew  the  Duke 
44  of  Holftein  had  the  moft  indifputable  right 
"  to  the  fucceffion  to  the  throne  of  Ruflia, 
44  yet  he  never  made  ufe  of  the  power  lie 
44  then  had  in  his  hands  to  maintain  us  in 
41  our  rights  ;  on  the  contrary,  afterwards, 
44  when  other  changes  enfued,  but  partial- 
4i  larly,  when  Baron  Mengden,  and  his  own 
44  fon,  the  late  fteward  of  the  houfehold, 
•"  informed  him  of  all  the  particulars  of  the 
4t  above  faid  wicked  defign,  tending  to  o- 
44  verturn  the  public  tranquillity,  which  he 
44  himfelf  difapproved  as  impra&icable  ;  he 
4i  again,  contrary  to  the  duty  and  oath  of  a 
44  faithful  fervant,  did  not  in  the  leaft  en- 
44  deavour  to  obftruft  it  :  Nay,  even  pro- 
44  ceeded  to  offend  us  in  various  ways,  hav- 
44  ing  fuffered  himfelf  in  a  manner,  mod 
44  unbecoming  his  office  and  dignity,  to  be 
44  employed  as  a  fecret  fpy  on  our  own  per- 
44  fon  and  court ;  as  alfo  having  placed  a  cer- 
4$  tain  fubaltern  in  our  palace,  on  pretence  of 
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44  being  appointed  to  have  the  infpe&ioh  of 
iC  the  buildings  ;  and  having  furnifhed  him 
4€  with  horfes  and  carriages  to  follow  us  eve- 
€€  ry  where,  and  to  inform  him  of  all  our 
44  aftions  and  fteps. 

"  With  regard  to  his  conduft  when  with 
41  the  army,  he  has  been  convi&ed  of  many 
4€  diforders  and  mifdemeanours  tending  to 
4  •  the  no  {mall  detriment  of  bur  Empire,  viz'. 
"  that  he  did  not  take  the  Ieaft  care  to  main- 
"  tain  and  to  fpare  the  troops;  that  in  many, 
u  the  moft  important,  expeditions  he  pro- 
"  ceeded  contrary  to  the  law*  and  articles 
44  of  war;  merely  following  his  own  atnbi- 
u  tion,  and  did  every  thing  of  hi9  own 
"  head  and  will,  without  the  leaft  confulta- 
"  tion  with  the  reft  of  the  generals,  to  hear 
u  their  fentiments ;  which  during  the  War 
*"  neceflarily  occasioned  many  conflderablfc 
"  loffes  of  men.  During  the  time  when  He 
"  was  in  the  army,  he  not  only  infK&ed  un- 
•f  becoming  punifliments  on  the  lefler  Ru£ 
u  fian  officers,  often  without  any  court* 
"  martial,  and  without  any  regard  to  the 
"  rank  of  the  officers,  but  he  alfo  laid  pu- 
€f  nifhments  on  ftaff-officers,  which  were 
*c  only  fit  for  common  foldiers  ;  for  inftarice, 
"  in  the  firft  campaign  in  the  Crini,  he 
fc  caufedmany  Ruffian  colonels,  delcended 
"  of  antient  and  noble  families,  to  carry 
"  muikets  to  their  utmoft  ignominy," and  to 
^  be  led  about  the  army  for  a  fliow  ;  fame 
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".  of  them  he  got  pijt  in  irons  and  fctter-s, 
««  ivd  let;  them  for  a  fong  while  go  about  ixx 
*  *  that  (hameful  condition :  HJs  friends ,  relatL- 
"  ons,  and  dependents  he  raifed  and  pro- 
"  ferred  to  others,  without  any  merit  or 
'^efejt;   to  h'ugfelf  h$   procured  great 
"  fqnu;  at  dived?  tiipes,  efpecially   during 
V  the*  regency  of  the  Princeis  Anne,  when 
11  he  had  made  ^i^felf  prime  minifter,  and 
'VJteAdeg  that  arj  extraordinary  penfion,  to 
"  th?  g?"?at  draining  apd  exhorting  of  the 
€\  treaiury  of  the  Empire  j  of  all  which  dif- 
*'■  orders,  and  injquiqes  being  convi&ed,  be 
7  Sonfeflfed  l|heRj  Uhnfclf,  a$  is  fet  forth 
"  giorq  a£  Jarge  ip  the  journal*  of  th$  tjial. 
,;|;  fTJpL'.lafe  viq?rch?ncellor  M^ael  G«v 
.".  Jpfcjdu  wap  the  fjurfl  contriver  of  the  above 
«?  pie^ianed  affair  concerning  t^e  altera?- 
«f  ;tion;of  the  fucceflion  ;  fpr  ^  the  time 
«';  \yhci)  Prioeefc  Aqne  had  entered  upon 
".  the  regency,  and  he*  af^er  being  recoven- 
" .  cd  froqi  his  fipjtnefs,  went  to  her  for  the 
•♦.firft  time  to  cqngratujat?  her,  he  imjnedi- 
*€  ately  reprffemecj,    it  w*|s  pitjf  that  in 
"  fojft*  ppintp  concerning  thq  ftcceflion, 
<*  the  affair  was  i^pt}  plainly  $npugh  expref* 
"  tc4f  it)  particular  that  there  was  no  menr 
"  tiQn  ai;all  made  of  the  Princefles*     $oon 
♦'  ^fter  Princefs  Anue  ordered  him  to  conr 
*'  fey  with  Andrew  Qftenpan  abqut  this  aft 
€>€  (i ^ir  ;  and  at  the  fame  \\m$  he  drew  up  a 
*'  Iffojeft  to  he  l^id  before  (lie  cabinet  coun* 

"  cU, 
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"  cil,  for  the  Princefs  defcending  from 
"  the  Princels  Anne  to  have  an  equal,  fliare 
"  in  the  fucceffion  to  the  Ruffian  throne  : 
11  He  alfo  produced  another  project,  of*  the 
"  fame  tenor  with  the  former,  and  fent  both. 
"  thefe  writings  to  the  Princefs  Anne.  In 
"  them  he  ailed ged,  among  other*  things, 
"  that  it  was  not  advifeable  in  this  cafe,  to 
11  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  fucceflbr  to 
u  the  throne  of  Ruffia  in  to  open  affeta- 
€C  bly  with  the  regent,  fo  as  it  was  pre- 
11  fcribed  ;  but  it  Would  be  better  that  the 
"  Princefs  Anrte  (bould  declare  herfelf  £m- 
"  prels,  by  which  means;  according  to  his 
u  opinion,  all  obftacles  and  impediments 
i%  would  be  avoided  and  removed,  that 
rc  might  arife  On  the  part  of  our  Impe- 
a  rial  Majefty.  This,  Golofkin  oWnS  to 
n  have  written  with  this  view,  that  if 
"  Prince  John  fliould  have  died,  and 
n  no  other  Prince  extant,  there  might  not 

*  always  be  a  foreign  and  uncertain  regen- 
n  cy,  for  want  or  in  expectation  of  another 
a  pfince,  but  rather  Prihcfefs  Aritte  frerfetf 
n  ought  to  be  made  Emprefs ;  and  this  (b 
V  much  the  more,  as  he  had  already  rfefpeft- 
"  ed  her  to  a  degree,  as  if  fhe  was  ft&u&l 
"  Emprefs,  and  as,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
a  had  always  endeavoured  to  exclude  us 
ft  from  the  fucceffion,  contrary  to  the  laws 
"  of  all  the  world.     Moreover,  GolktfVia 

*  has  owned  himfelf  guilty,  that  fcfeiiig  in 
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€€  the  Princefs  Anne's  greateft  and  clofeft 
"  confidence,  and  very  well  feeing  that 
«c  fuch  vail  fums  of  money  from  the  treafu- 
€€  ry  of  the  Empire  were  fquandered  away, 
"  yet  he  never  difTuaded  the  Princeft  from 
"  it ;  that  confequently  he  had  negle&ed 
4i  his  fworn  duty,  in  not  obviating  any 
i€  ways  fuch  a  needlefs  wafte. 

"  The  high  marflial  of  court,  Levold,  (in 
"  all  foreign  prints  erroneoufly  called  Le- 
"  wenwold)  had  particular  knowledge  of 
"  the  laft  will  made  by  her  Majefty  Katha- 
"  rine  Alexevna  our  dear  mother,  now  with 
"  God,  purfuant  to  which  the  fucceffion  of 
*'  the  hereditary  throne  of  Ruffia  was  ap- 
"  pointed  and  fettled  upon  us  in  due  time  ; 
*'  notwithftanding  which,  upon  the  deceafe 
"  of  her  Majefty  Anna  Joannovna,  he  did 
*€  not  make  the  leaft  remonftrance  for  the 
€t  putting  in  execution  the  faid  laft  will.  He 
4i  affifted  at  all  the  deliberations,  both  about 
€i  the  appointing  of  the  regent,  and  but 
V  lately,  concerning  the  daughters  of  the 
€€  Princefs  Anne,  and  the  alterations  in  the 
4€  fucceffion.  Furthermore,  he  was  in  the 
€t  moft  intimate  confutations  with  Princefs 
«  Anne  herfelf,  and  particularly  very  fre- 
«•  quendy  with  Andrew  Ofterman,  to  deli- 
€t  berate  how  it  could  be  beft  brought  about 
4€  to  raife  Princefs  Anne  to  the  Imperial 
••  throne,  and  to  extend  the  fucceffion  to 
"  the  Princefles  alfo.  He  never  endeavour^ 
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44  «J  pwftfant  to  his  (worn  duty  to  defeat 
*€  and  obftruft  thefe  vows  pernicious  to 
"  the  public  tranquillity,  but  rather  encou* 
**  raged  them;  and  therefore  confented  to 
i€  all  Qfterfnan's  proje&s,  promoted  thera, 
41  approved  the  rooft  viMnpw?  undertakings, 
<c  and  entered  with  Qftennan  into  the  ijiofl: 
"  confident  and  fecret  confutations  ahout 
"  them.  He  alfo  procured  for  himfelf  and 
"  others,  grants  and  peflfions  amounting  ttf 
"  vaft  &ras,  out  of  the  fait  revenue  which 
"  was  under  his  infpe&ion,  to  the  great 
"  draining  of  that  branch  of  revenue  ;  and 
"  with  great  application  at  laft  procured,, 
44  that  he  fhould  not  be  anfwerable  to  any 
u  body  concerning  that  revenue,  no  nor  ©• 
"  ven  deliver  in  his  accounts  to  the  board 
44  of  revifion,  or  to  any  other,  as  he  ought 
"  to  do>  puriuant  to  the  Imperial  ordi- 
44  nances* 

"  The  late  pnefiderit  of  the  bpard  of 
4€  trade,  Mengden,  after  the  deceafe  of  her 
44  Majefty  Anna  Joannovna,  endeavoured 
4€  to  the  utmoft  to  have  the  kte  Duke  of 
€€  Courland  declared  regent  of  Rulfia  ;  and 
"  with  this  view  falfely  infinuated  to  many, 
««  that  if  Biron  did  not  obtain  the  regency, 
"  all  the  foreigners  would  be  cut  off  j  buc 
*  that  Biron  hirofelf  could  not  afli  it*  Nay, 
44  even  long  before  he  had  propofed  the 
*i  queftion  Whether  it  was  not  advifeablethat 
44  her  Majefty  herfelf  die  Einpreft  Anne 
.     K  "  Oioukf 
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««  fhould  be  reqtieftcd   to  do  it  ?  to  which 
4€  end,  after  a  long  consultation  with  the  late 
"  FieM-marfhal  Muinich,  he  drew  up  a  pe- 
€€  tition  in  the  name  of  the  whole  Empire. 
"  In  the  mean  time,  he  Mengden  went  to 
«  the  Princefs  Anne  in   the  name  of  the 
*€  Duchefs  of  Courland,  to  perfuade  her  to 
"  confent  to  the  faid  regency,  and  to  help 
€i  to  promote  it.     He  alfo  knew  of  every 
€€  thing  that  pafled,  and  was  to  be  brought 
*c  about  in  the  affair  of  altering  the  fuccef- 
«  fion,  relating  to  which  he  entered  into 
«  private  interviews  and  deliberations  with 
41  the  reft*  but  particularly  with  Ofterman. 
€i  As  for  what  relates  to  his  mifdeijieanours 
44  at  the  board  of  trade,  he  has  been  found 
41  guilty  of  the  following  offences  to  the  da- 
4<  mage  of  the  public,  and  to  the  prejudice 
«'  of  the   Empire.      Upon  his  fuggeftion, 
€€  great   quantities  of  corn  were  exported 
«*  from  Peterfburgh,    Archangel   and   the 
"  conquered  provinces  ;   the  confequence 
44  of  which  is,  that  corn  is  now  as  dear  again 
"as  formerly,  to  the  great  diftrefs  of  die  in- 
•'  habitants,  and  prejudice  to  the  Empire  in 
41  furniftring  the  neceflary  provifions  ;  but 
4<  particularly  to  the  peafants   in  Livonia, 
44  who  were  fo  much  blinded  by  the  advan- 
u  ced  price,  that  they  ibid  all  their  corn, 
"  and  are  now  reduced  to  fuch  want  and 
41  diftrefs,  that  there  has  been  a  neceffity  of 
«  nourifhing  them  chiefly  from  our  own 
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magazines.      This  exportation  of  corn 
Mengden  undertook  of  his    own  head, 
without  the  knowledge  and  confent  of 
"   the  board,  but  with  the  agreement  and 
44  concurrence  of  Ofterman  and  Golofkin. 
In  this  corn^trade,  he  aded  dire&ly  con- 
trary to    that   ordinance,    by  virtue    of 
which  no  perfon  who  fits  and  votes  at  the 
board  is  to  meddle  with  any  trade  what- 
ibcver ;    whereas  he  Mengden   engaged 
"  with  Bardewick  the  merchant  in  this  corn- 
"  trade,    and   paid    htm   fifteen   thoufand 
44  rubles  towards  it.     As  foon   as  he  was 
"  made  prefident  of  the  board  of  trade,  and 
44  was  to  infpeft  the  ftate  of  the  works  and 
"  manufactures,  he  took  confiderable  pre- 
44  fents  of  feveral  people,  and  attempted  to 
44  change,  according  to  his  own  pleafure, 
"  contrary  to  the  ordinance  of  his  Majefty 
44  our   dear  father  the  Emperor  Peter  the 
44  Great,  now  refting  with  God,  the  mer- 
"  cantile  law,  or  law  of  exchange,  formerly 
44  prepared,  and  long  fince  confirmed. 

"  The  aftual  counfellor  of  ftate  Ivan  Te- 
44  meriazeff,  of  his  own  motion,  and  for  his 
*€  private  intereft,  to  the  endangering  of  the 
44  public  tranquillity  of  the  Empire,  and 
44  with  a  view  of  keeping  us  from  the  Impe- 
44  rial  dirone  of  Rufiia,  has  deviled  feveral 
41  interpretations  concerning  the  fucceffion 
"  to  the  Empire  of  Ruffia,  how  daughters 
•'  dcfcended  from   the   Frincefs   Anne  of 

4i  Brunfwick 
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.«'  Britnfwick  Luneburgh  might  come  in  for 
**  a  (hare  of  the  fucceffion.  Princefs  Anne 
44  thereupon  having  committed  to  him,  to 
••  draw  up  a  manifefto  ortthisfubjctt.  He 
44  went  to  Adrejan  PbfhiacofF,  fecretary  of 
*  *  the  college  of  the  Empire,  and  charged 
44  him  with  this  commlffion,  as  coming  from. 
«  the  Princeft  herfelf.  The  latter  readily 
? *  and  willingly  drew  up  two  manifefto's  for 
**  this  purpofe  ;  one  concerning  die  daugh- 
44  ters  of  the  Princefs  Anne,  in  cafe  the 
*4  males  defcended  of  the  iaid  Princefs 
44  (hould  fail :  And  the  other  to  the  intent, 
f c  that  the  Princefs  Anne  (hould  be  made 
44  Empreft  hetfelf ;  both  upon  falfe  grounds 
*•  fuggefted  by  Temeriazeff. 

"  It  being  neceflary  exaftly  to  enquire  in* 
44  to,  and  to  get  at  the  true  circumftances, 
1*  and  nature  of  the  grievous  offences  of  the 
44  above-mentioned  perfons,  viz.  Ofterman, 
44  Muinich,  Golof  kin,  and  the  reft  of  their 
44  accomplices,  they  were  to  have  been  ex- 
44  amined  upon  certain  points  after  the  uftr 
44  al  way  of  procefs,  and  tortured  :  But  out 
• '  of  our  mere  lenity  and  clemency,  as  the 
44  mother  of  our  country,  we  would  not  by 
44  any  means  fuffer  that  penal  inquifition 
f 4  to  be  made  ufe  of  againft  them ;  but  gavd 
t*  orders  to  our  fenate,  to  give  judgment  ill 
44  the  ailembly  of  the  dates  military  and  ci- 
44  vil,  purfuant  to  the  conffitutions  and  law$ 
4t  of  our  Empire,  upon  the  circumftances 

^plainly 
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*'  plainly  appearing  as  above  faid,  and  their 

*4  own   depofitiona    and    cohfeflions*       In 

*«  which  high  court  of  juflice  it  wae  dcter- 

«*  mined   and    fentetite  pronounced,    that 

"  they  all  were  to  be  punilhed  with  death: 

"  Oftermati  to  be   broken  on  the  tthiel ; 

«c  Muini&i  to  be  quartered,  Goloflrin,  Le- 

4€  void,   Mengden,   TeraeriazefF,  to  be  be- 

••  headed,  and  their  feVeral  eftates  real  and 

-*'  perfonal  tp  be  CQpfifcated*     Aftd  though 

"  the  faid  malefactors,    confidering   their 

u  rooft  wicked,  grievous,   and  ill  defigned 

"  deeds,  as  alfo  the  reft  of  their  enormous 

"  high  treafons  and  crimes,  tending  to  the 

*'  apparent  ruin  of  the  Empire*  and  to  thfe 

"  endangering  of  the  public  tranquillity,  ac- 

•  •  tually  deferve  by  all  the  conftitutions  and 

"  laws   of   the  Empire,    the   ientence   of 

"  death  thus  pronounced  againft  them  j  yet 

44  out  of  our  innate  lenity  and  clemency, 

44  as  the  mother  of  our  country,  and  out  of 

"  our  greatnefs  of  mind,  vouchfafed  to  us 

44  by  the  Almighty,   we  have  gracioufly  on- 

"  dered  the  aforefaid  pufci&mciits  to  be  fu£ 

44  pended  as  to  their  lives,  and  to  commute 

"  them  ipto  prifon  and  exile  into  remote 

"  places,  viz.  Oftenhan  to  Berezova,  Mui- 

44  nkh  to  Pelim,  Golofkin  to  Germanga, 

44  Mengden  to  Kolymfkoi  Oftrog,  Levold 

4$  to  SoHkamfkoi,  and  Temeriazeff  to  Sibe* 

44  ria ;  that  their   wives,  if  they  defire  it, 

4[  may  follow  their  hufbands  j  but  that  all 
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their  eftates  real  and  perfonalbe  confifcated 
to  our  exchequer.    Now,  to  the  end  that 
all  our  faithful  fubje&s  may  be  acquaint- 
ed with  this,  and  learn  by  it,   that,  the 
juft  God  knows  how  in  due  time  certain- 
ly to  find,  and  to  extirpate  all  thofe  who 
u  are  faithlefs  and  forfworn,  and  that,  by 
€€  his  wife  providence,  thefe  wicked  thoughts 
*'  and  views  they  harbour  in  their  hearts, 
h  never  fail  to  be  difcovered  to  their  tern  pa- 
"  ral  and  eternal  condemnation  :  Nay,  that 
confidering  what  is  fet  forth  above,   aH 
and  every  one  may  carefully  guard  them- 
'<  felves  againft  fuch  undertakings  as  high  ly 
4€  difpleafe  the  Almighty,  and  in  every  re- 
u  fpeft  demean  themfdves   fo  as  becomes 
"  faithful  fubjefts  and  true  patriots,  purfu- 
"  ant  to  their  fworn  duty ;  for  which  they 
«  will  be  blefled  by  the  Lord  our  God,  and 
"  always  be  looked  upon  by  us  with  our 
"  Imperial  favour:  We  have  moft  gracioufly 
i€  ordered  this  manifefto  to  be  printed,  and 
**  to  be  published  by  our  fenate  all  over  our 

<c  Empire." This  was  figned  by  the  Em- 

prefs's  own  hand  at  St  Peterfburgh,  January 
22d  0.  S.  1742. 

I  thought  that  it  might  be  agreeable  to 
the  reader  to  infert  verbatim  this  manifefto, 
that  any  may  at  once  fee  the  method  of  pro- 
cedure in  the  courts  of  RufSa  againft  crimi- 
nals. I  do  not  propofe  to  make  any  re- 
marks about  the  juflice  and  equity  which 

may 
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may  be  expe&ed  in  thefe  courts,  nor  about 

confeflGons  which  may  be  extorted    by  the 

pains  and  (hame  of  racks  and  tortures:  Few 

people  who  have  been  guilty  of  any  fuch 

crimes  as  may  by  the  laws  of  the  country, 

infer  the  pains  of  death,  will  deny  to  fay 

any  thing  their  judges  put  to  them,  when 

they  are  certain    if  they  do  not,  whether 

right  or  wrong,  that  torture  will  be  ufed  ; 

the  extreme  pains  of  which  fcarcely  any  can 

fuffcr.     There  is  clear  enough  evidence  that 

thefe  gentlemen  never  intended  to  fet  the 

Emprefs  Elifabeth  on  her  father's  throne, 

how  far  they  were  right  or  wrong  let  better 

judges  relate,  I  pretend  to  no  knowledge  of 

thefe  things  ;  only  I  think  they  were. pro* 

ceeded  againft  with  rigour  ;  confidering  the 

feverity  of  the  late  Emprefs  Anne's  govern* 

ment,  whofe  conduft  was  well  known  to  be 

akogether  dire&ed  by  Biiron  Duke  of  Cour- 

land.     A  word  of  advice  contrary  to  his 

plan  andfehemes,  would  have  beeii  inftantly 

punUhed  with  cruel  death,  or  lois  of  ho* 

nour,  eftate  or  liberty  ! 


CHAP. 
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Cvnccrnittg  public  Affairs  which  were  tr  an  faded 
in  Ruffta,  and  on  the  Borden  *f  Aflrachwt 
d%rir%  the  year  i 742. 

I  Gave  an  account  of  the  Princefe  of  thtf 
Kalmucks  having  defeated  Donduk  Da* 
fkee,  but  what  then  was  his  fete,  I  could  not 
tell.  It  feems,  that  in  the  heat  of  battle  he 
got  fafely  oat  of  danger,  but  rooft  of  his  men 
were  cut  to  pieces.  The  Princefe  of  the  Kal- 
mucks crofTed  the  Volga,  encamped  in  the 
deftrt  on  (he  weft  fide,  and,  fearing  the 
Ruffians  would  mai^e  ufe  of  their  regular 
forces  to  reduce  hey  to  obedience,  retired 
fooner  laft  year  to  the  borders  of  Circaffia, 
that  Che  might  either  influence  her  re^ 
lations  to  ufe  their  intereft  with  the  court  of 
jjtaffia  in  her  favours,  or  if  that  fould  not  be 
done  to  her  liking,  it  was  (aid  that  (he,  with 
her  faithful  followers,  were  determined  to  put 
themfelves  under  the  protection  either  of  the 
Turk,  which  her  hufband  had  formerly  done, 
or  fly  to  Kouli  Khan. 

Whatever  the  public  papers  then  reported, 
I  can  aflure  the  reader,  that  we  were  very- 
much  afraid  of  that  Perfian  tyrant  at  my  ar- 
rival in  the  city  of  Aftrachan,  and  confe- 
quently  it  would  have  been  exceeding  ill  po- 
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Jicy  to  hare  irritated  a  Princefi  of  fach  paw* 
cr  and  prowefs  as  (he  pofleiTcd*  The  great 
power  of  the  Kalmucks  adhered  firmly  to  her 
intereft,  and  the  connexions  fhe  had  in  Ca* 
burdee  at  CircafTia,  were  thought  tor  be  very 
weighty.  Is  was  probably  for  theft)  or  the 
like  reafons  that  the  court  of  Ruffia  thought 
proper  at  fach  a  time  to  fend  Tatiflboff  go-* 
vernor ;  a  man  who  did  not  want  great  a* 
bilicies  to  manage  affairs  with  fuch  wild* 
ftu£htatingt  and  unfteady  people  as  the  KaP 
mucks,  Perfians,  and  Orcadians  then  Were; 
becaufe  he  had  had  very  long  experience  a* 
tnongft  fuch  people  when  governor  in  Oran- 
burgh,  and  fikewife  in  Siberia  ;  Add  to  this, 
that  he  was  neither  tied  down  by  the  laws  of 
honour,  honefty,  religion,  nor  any  thing  elie 
invented  for  keeping  mankind  in  good  or* 
der :  No,  Tatiihoff  laughed  at  all  laws  hu- 
man and  divine,  providing  he  could  only 
keep  hknfelf  in  fafety.  He  did  not,  on 
many  occafions,  hefitate  to  fay  as  much, 
and  did  not  fpare  the  greateft  Lords  at 
court,  who  were  truly  afraid  of  him,  know-* 
ing  him  to  be  a  man  of  no  principle/  who 
Would  ftick  at  nothing  which  could  be  of  ufo 
to  himfelf.  Early  in  the  fpring,  Mr  TatifhofF 
fent  great  prefents  to  the  Princefs  of  the  Kak 
mocks,  and  wrote  her  that  the  Emprefs  had 
dot  only  injured  her  and  her  children  after  her 
death,  to  rule  over  the  Kalmucks,  but  had,  to 
(how  what  truft  her  Imperial  Majefty  pot  in 
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her,  appointed  her  general  Governefs  over 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Aftrachan,   and  had 
ordained  him  Tatiflioff  to.  receive,   with  the 
moft  profound  fubmiilion,  and  obey  all  orders 
which  herHighnefs  might  think  proper  to  ho- 
nour him  with,  providing  only  that  they  did 
not  cla'h  with  the  Chriftian  religion,  (which 
by  the  by  Tatifhoff  cared  as  little  for  as  the 
Kalmuck  Princefs)  and  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  Empire.     He  lent  feveral. honourable 
officers   to  allure  her,  that  all  what  he  had 
wrote  was  true,  and  that  the  great  palace  in 
the  citadel  was  in  order  for  her  td  live  in,  or 
Peter  the  Great's  palace  in  the  country.  The 
rich   prelents,   the  honourable  deputation  of 
officers  fent  to  her,  and   the  many  letters, 
mbfl:  of  which  he  TatilhofF  forged,  as  if  from 
the  Emprefs,   had  at  laft  the  defired  efFedK 
The  deluded  Princefs  even  made  hade  to  fall 
into  the  trap  laid  for  her,  by  thinking  that  e- 
very  thing  faid  or  wrote  would  be  adhered 
to,  with  as  much  candor  and  honour  as  when 
Prince  Golitzin  governed  that  kingdom.  She 
marched  day  and  night  till  (he  arrived  on 
the  weft  bank  of  the  Volga,  over  againft  the 
city.     Mr  TatilhofF  loft  no  time  in  waiting 
upon  hen   and  of  throwing  himfelf  at  her 
feet,  alluring  her  that  nothing  could  be  mote 
agreeable  to  him  than  to  obey  implicitly  her 
high  orders,  begging  to  know,  at  fame  time, 
when  her  Highnefs  would  condefcend  to  vi- 
fit  the  metropolis,  and  there,  in  the  prefence 
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of  all  the  principal  officers,  receive  the  infig- 
nia  of  her  high  office.     She  either  could  not, 
or  thought  it  needlefs  to  hide  the  plealiire  it 
gave  her  to  have  fuch  marks  of  the  Emprcfs's 
high  efteem,   as  (he  thought  conferred  upon 
her  ;  but  told  the  Governor,  that  (he  would 
firft  confuh  with  her  elders  or  leading  men, 
and  fend  him  an  order  to  acquaint  him  with 
her  pleafure,  at  a  convenient  time.  This  farce 
continued  fix  or  feven  weeks  before  it  was 
brought  to  an  iffue  ;  in  which  time  I  was  not 
only  acquainted  with  the  Governor,  but  was 
employed  in  his  family,  aqd  for  himfelf;  for 
which,  befides  elegant  prefents,   he  granted 
•  me  one  hundred  rubles  per  annum>  only  for 
my  advice.  At  table  I  very  frequently  heard 
the  Governor  fendmeflages,  which  I  thought 
to  be  with  the  greateft  (incerity ;  and  though 
I  could  not  help  wbndering  that  the  court  of 
St  Peterfburgh  intended  to  make  fq  many 
thouiand  Chriftians  fubjeft  to  the  orders  of 
a  heathen,  yet  fometimes  did  not  fcruple  to 
hint  as  much  to  the  Governor  in  private, 
though  I  never  thought  that  this   was  any 
thing  more  than  political  chicane.     At  laft, 
however,  the  Princefs  declared  her  intention 
of  eroding  the  Volga,  and  receiving  the  in- 
veftiture  of  the  government.     Great  prepa- 
rations were  made  ;  four  thoufand  men  li- 
ned the  ftrcets,  forming  a  lane  from  the  wa- 
ter-gate to,  the  Governor's  palace  ;  the  can- 
non were  fired,  bells  rung,  drums  beat,  and 

the 
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the mufick  played  interchangeably;  She  walk?- 
cd  from  the  river  to  the  palace ;  for  £hc  nehr 
ther  would  go  into  the  Governor's  coach,  nor 
mount  on  horfeback.  £he  had  a  fime  pre- 
fence,  and  was  truly  a  (lately,  comely,  beau-* 
tiful  woman,  Jfer  eyes  were  large,  blacky 
and  had  a  luftre  which  very  few  can  equal  ; 
and  (he  csprefled  much  fweetnefs  in  her 
countenance.  In  a  word,  though  flie  ha4 
fcen  forty  years,  (he  was  onp  pf  the  prettied 
women  I  ever  beheld  •  When  (he  went  into 
the  great  hall,  followed  by  about  forty  of  her 
own  principal  fubjefts,  (he  was  feated  at  the 
head  of  the  table,  with  twenty  Kalmucks  on 
each-fide  ;  The  Governor  (at  at  the  foot  of 
the  cable,  and  more  than  a  hundred  officers 
In  the  garrifon  ftood  the  whole  time  of  din? 
per. 

After  dinner,  the  Governor  rofe  from  the 
table,  paid  his  refpefts  to  the  Princefs,  and 
fjgnified  a  defire  to  fpeak  with  her  in  the 
gallery  looking  to  the  Volga.  Major  Cher* 
kaflbff,  of  whom  mention  will  be  frequently 
made  in  the  courfe  of  my  journey,  told  mo 
what  pafled  there,  for  he  interpreted  betwixt 
fcer  and  the  Governor.  When  they  entered 
into  the  gallery,  which  had  three  doors,  one 
at  each  end,  and  one  from  the  great  hall,  en- 
tering into  the  middle,  thefe  doors  were  all 
immediately  (hut,  and  each  fecured  by  two 
grenadiers  with  fcrewed  bayonets.  The  Go* 
y^rriof  $hen  made  no  fecret  to  let  her  know, 

that 
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that  (he  was  his  prifoncr,  and  begged  that  £he 
would  not  be  alarmed  nor  terrified,  becaufe  % 
he  allured  her  that  no  harm  would  happen 
either  to  her  or  her  children ;  but  that  the 
Empire  had  pledged  its  honour  that  Donduk 
Dalhee  fhould  be  created  Prince  of  the  KaU 
mucks  after  the  deceafe  of  her  hufband  j  that 
now  it  was  to  be  put  in  execution.  He  ob~ 
ferved  to  her,  that  if  the  Kalmucks  who  were 
in  the  great  hall  offered  to  refcue  her,  they 
would  inftandy  be  put  to  death.  He  faid  a 
great  deal  more  :  At  laft,  when  the  Princefi 
had  dried  up  her  tears,  and  firft  put  him  in 
mind  of  his  many  falfe  promifes,  alledging, 
that  the  Emprefs  never  could  be  guilty  of 
fuch  bafenefs  ;  then  fhe  upbraided  him,  and 
allured  him  that  chough  he  might  detain  her, 
he  never  would  get  her  children  ;  for,  faid 
(he,  I  have  left  directions  with  the  elders  on 
the  other  fide  not  to  deliver  them  up,  even 
if  (he  fhould  be  forced  to  fend  orders  for  that 
purpofe  ;  fhe  then  reprefented  that  the  Kal- 
mucks would  defert  the  Ruffian  protection  to 
a  man  ;  but  added,  that  if  he  would  permit 
her  to  return,  (he  would  rather  try  what  (he 
could  do  to  get  the  leading  Kalmucks  to  fub~ 
mit  to  the  Emprefc's  pleafure.  She  ufed 
many  more  arguments,  but  the  mod  power* 
ful  were  her  tears,  which  flowed  plentifully,  . 
and  had  that  effeft  to  make  the  old  Gover- 
nor join  in  chorus.  The  old  man,  weeping 
Jike  a  child,  agreed  that  (he  fhould  be  allow* 

ed 
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cd  to  return,  if  (he  would  fubmit  to  be  guard- 
ed by  five  hundred  foldiers  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  fbn.  This  being  agreed  to,  and 
tears  dried  on  both  fides,  they  again  return- 
ed to  the  Kalmucks,  who  were  acquainted 
with  all  that  had  pafled,  but  in  the  gentleft 
manner ;  the  Princefs,  hoping  for  better 
times,  confirmed  the  whole,  and  defired  her 
Kalmucks  to  take  all  in  good  part,  alluring 
them  that  all  would  be  well  again* 

The  Princefs  repafled  the  river,  efcorted 
by  five  hundred  regular  troops,  and  a  few  ir- 
regular. I  had  heard  nothing  of  them  for 
feveral  weeks,  though  we  could  lee  their 
camp  daily  from  the  walls  of  the  city.  At 
laft,  Major  Tatifhoff,  the  Governor's  only 
fon,  fent  a  report  to  his  fadier,  acquainting 
him  that  the  young  children  had  made  their 
efcape,  but  whither  he  could  not  tell ;  but 
that  the  Princefs  ftill  was  under  cuftody,  ha- 
ving feized  her,  juft  as  (he  was  going  to  take 
her  horfe  at  midnight. 

This  was  a  terrible  blow  to  the  old  Gover- 
nor, who  by  his  chicahry  had  them  once  in 
his  pofleflion,  fo  fimply  to  let  them  go  ;  nor 
could  he  tell  how  to  come  by  them,  nor  what 
excufe  to  make  to  the  court,  which  had  ex- 
prefled  great  fatisfaftion  at  his  conduct  in  ha- 
ving got  pofleflion  of  them. 

The  regiment  of  dragoons,  all  the  Coflack 
and  Tartarian  horfe,  were  tranfported  over 
the  Volga.     They  fcotircd  the  defart  every 

where 
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where  for  fix  days,  to  no  purpofe,  after  ha- 
ving rendered  both  men  and  horfes  almoft 
ufelefs  with  the  great  fatigue.     The  Princefs 
would  tell  nothing,  but  fmiled  at  their  di- 
ftrefs.     The  Governor's  eloquence  was  for 
once  caft  away:  He  knew  not  what  to  do; 
his  deep  left  him;  and  his  appetite  failed.  He 
durft  not  offer  to  ufe  her  cruelly;  and  indeed, 
if  he  had,  the  confequence  might  have  pro- 
ved fatal  to  her,  which  at  that  time  fhe  f  eem- 
ed  very  indifferent  about.     At  laft  he  deter- 
mined to  leave  the  city,  and  encamp  with 
her.     He  fent  orders  for  two  regiments  of 
dragoons   and    four   thoufand   Coffacks   to 
march  direftly  where  he  was  ;  but  whilft  he 
lay  oppofite  the  city,  a  boat  was  intercepted 
bringing  letters  to  the  Princefs,  acquainting 
her  that  her  children  were  in  good  health  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  guarded  by  a 
refpedlable  body  of.Kalmucks,  who  determi- 
ned to  lofe  every  drop  of  their  blood  in  their 
defence ;  but  that  they  were  farther  tip  the 
river,  at  the  diftance  of  three  hundred  verfts 
at  leaft.     Bad  as  thefe  news  were,  the  Go- 
vernor was  glad  at  this  intelligence;  and,  to 
prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  a  junction  be- 
tween the  Kalmucks  on  the  eaft  and  weft 
fides  of  the  river,  and  alfo  to  prevent  die 
children's  getting  to  the  weft  fide,   and  then 
probably  to  Circaffia,  Tatifhoff  caufed  feize 
all  their  boats  and  ftave  them.     After  this  he 
marched  with  his  prifoner  the  Princefs  up  the 
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weft  fide  of  the  Volga,  and  permitted  her  to 
fend  and  receive  mefTages  as  often  as  (he  plea* 
fed,  in  company  with  ibrae  of  his  men  ;  by 
which  means  he  was  well  allured  that  a  very- 
great  number  of  the  inoft  refolute  Kalmucks 
had  formed  a  ftrong  camp,  nor  were  to  be 
forced  by  any  regular  troops  ;  wherefore  no- 
thing remained  but  to  try  what  policy,  of 
which  the  Governor  was  .  a  great  matter, 
would  do-  He  permitted,  as  I  faid,  any 
number  of  the  Kalmucks  to  go  from  their 
Princefs  with  meflages  to  the  Kalmuck  army* 
Neither  did  he  hinder  any  fmall  number  from 
their  army,  to  pay  their  refpe&s  to  the  Prin* 
cefs;  only  lie  obliged  them  to  permit  one  or 
two  of  his  interpreters  to  be  prefent,  that 
they  might  give  him  ait  account  of  whatever 
palled. 

This  affair  excrcifed  the  Governors  abilij 
ties  through  the  iummer.  In  the  month  of 
September,  about  midnight,  as  I  was  going 
home,  a  meflage  from  the  Vice-governor 
Prince  Bazzetinfke  required  my  immediate 
attendance  upon  a  moil  preffing  affair.  I 
imagined  that  his  Lady  had  been  taken  fick, 
therefore  drove  dire&ly  to  his  houfe.  The 
Prince  had  a  fccretary  with  him,  and  order- 
ed him  to  read  an  order  from  the  Governor, 
acquainting  him,  that  he  had  been  for  fome 
time  taken  ill  of  fome  difeaie ;  that  he  had 
taken  the  advice  of  all  the  regimental  furge- 
ons  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  hitherto  could 
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frbferve  nb  change  fdr  the  better  ;  thafc  thefe 
furgeons  apprehended  danger,  therefore  com- 
manded thp  Vice-governor  to  fend  rtie.to^his 
afliflance  ;  and,  as  he  apprehended  that  the 
Commander  of  the  fleet  would  make  fome 
hiaderance,  h^  ordered  the  Vice-<govenlor  to 
fend  me  away  without  permitting  me  to  ac- 
quaint the  faid  €ommandet-.     Though  I  bad 
not  the  fmalleft  objection,  td  do  aU  in  raf 
power  for;  the  Governor's  recovery,  yet  I  told 
the  Prince*  that  th«  regulations  Would  find 
me  blameable  to  leave  the  city  without  ac- 
quainting my  principal  commander;  therefore 
I  deflred  time  to  confidtfr  &f  it,  ahd  of  proper 
meafufes  %o  make  Mrs  Gook  edfy,  who  was 
within  fourteen  days  of  being  delivered  of 
her  firft  child-     To  this  he  made  arifwer,  thafc 
he  would  take  care  to  acquaint  the  port  pro- 
perly )  that  much  at  that  time  depended  up-* 
on  the  fafety  of  the  '  Governor,  and  confe-»  ~ 
qaently,  in  fuch  cafe9,  no  regulation  was  e-* 
ver  confidered  ;  that  they  would  not  fail  in 
the  morning  early  to  fend  a  memorial  to  the 
port  to  acquaint  them,  that  they  had  taken 
me  by  force,  which  would  free  me  from  any 
blame  whatever*     He  faid,  that  whilft  I  was 
getting  a  few  medicines  from  the  field-apo-> 
thecaay,  I  wight  write  to.  Mrs  Cook,  and  thaik 
he  and  the  Princefs  would  take  all  the  care 
of  her  poflthle.     I  followed  this  advice,  and* 
.  having  every  thing  in  readinefs,  pafled  tbd 
Volga  in  3  bdat,  mounted  00  horfe-badk^aod 

.  M  arrived 


$&  VOYAGES     ahd 

arrived  at  the  Governor*9*  camp,  diftant  frotti 
Aftrachan  three  hundred  and  twelve  verfts, 
en  the  third  day  in  the  forenoon.  Thowgh 
horfes  were  ready  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or 
ten  verifo,  yet  it  was  thought  to  be  veiy  ex- 
peditioufly, perfbrmedhy  one  not  accuftomed 
to  fuch  violent  cxercifes. 

Two  accidents-  happened  in  the  courfe  of 
this  journey,  which  I  (hall  take  notice  of: 
Having  rode  about  ilxteen  hours  ill  full  gal- 
lop upon  Tartarian  horfefc,  I  arrived  at  the 
laft  Tartarian  ftage,  where  the  horfes  were 
not  ready  ;  the  weather  was  very  warm,  and 
I  wad  no  doubt  tired.  I  ftretched  inyieifon  the 
ground,  andinftantly  fell  afleepj  but  in  half 
an  hour  was  acquainted  that  the  horfes  were 
ready.     I  imagined  that  I  could  proceed  no 
farther,  fcarcely  a  part  of  my  body  being  free 
from  ft  itches.     A  ferjeant  who  was  fent  with 
me,  begged  that  I  would  mount  a  very  eafy 
going  horfe,  and  move  on  eight  miles  far- 
ther, to  a  poft  where  a  lieutenant  of  dra- 
goons commanded,  who  would  have  it  in 
his  power  to  give  me  more  affiftance  than  I 
had  reafon  to  expeft  there.  I  followed  the  fer- 
jeant's  advice,  and,  fupported  on  one  fide  by 
the  ferjeant,  On  the  other  by  the  Tartar,  I 
was  in  very  great  diftrefs  thus  carried  for- 
wards.    The  lieutenant  afforded  the  till  the 
affiftance  in  his  power ;  and;  *s  I  affbred 
him  I  -could  proceed  no  farther  on  horfe-back 
in  fuch  diftrefs,  he  fent  me  in  his  boat,  with 
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a  few  dragoons,  with  orders  to  prefe  boats 
conftantly,  tiU  I  was  carried  to  the  Governor's 
camp.  A  little  before  fun-fet,  I  was  brought 
to  the  ftrft  fifhery,  and  the  people  were  boil- 
ing fhirgeon  for  their  Ripper,  which  they  do 
in  water  with  a  little  vinegar,  fait  and  pep- 
per; I  begged  fome  of  the  broth,  and  drunk 
a  large  quantity  as  warm  as  I  could.  I  laid 
aiyfelf  down  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and 
fell  aflccp.  About  three  or  four  o'clock  next 
morning,  lifting  up  my  eyes,  I  faw,  at  a 
great  didance  upon  the.  top  of  a  hill,  a  camp, 
and  upon  enquiry  was  told,  that  a  captain  of 
dragoons  commanded  there*  I  allured  the 
people,  who  *v  ere  rowing  very  hard,  that  I 
was  quite  free  of  the  flitches,  and  leaft  I 
might  be  fufpe&ed  to  make  unneceilary  de- 
lay, I  would  take  loorfes  at  that  place.  They 
told  me  that  I  no  fooner  had  drunk  the 
broths  than  I  fell  into  a  deep  fleep,  and  was 
inflantly  covered  all  over  with  a  plentiful  di- 
afborefis  ;  they  were  afraid  that  I  might  have 
catched  cold,  therefore  the  ferjeant  covered 
me  with  iiis  mantle,  and  the  fifhercnen  alfb 
put  fome  of  their  fpare  cloaths  under  and  o~ 
ver  me.  They  faid  that  they  had  removed 
me  out  of  one  boat  into  another  four  differ 
rent  times,  of  all  which  I  was  quite  infenfi- 
blej  till  at  laft,  after  a  long  fleep,  I,  without 
any  external  caufe,  waked  quite  free  of  pain; 
I  no  fooner  arrived  at  this  camp,  than  we 
jnounted  upon  dragoon  horfes,  and  let  for- 
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ward  as  faff  as  the  horfcs  could  gallop.    Af* 
ter  two  changes  we  arrived  at  the  head  quar-r 
ters  of  die  regiment,  commanded  by  a  lieu-r 
tenant-colonel,  a  German.    He  no  doubt  was 
ttneafy  to  fee  his  fat  horfes  fweating  exce£- 
lively,  being  taken  from  the  graft,  but  very 
imprudently  darted  his  anger  againft  me, 
who  only  laughed  at  him,  faying,  that  if  I  o- 
beyed  orders  from  his  and  my  fupejiors,  I 
was  little  concerned  about  the  fate  of  the 
horfes  ;  being  convinced  that  the  moft  mer- 
ciful Emprefs  regarded  the  well-being  of  one 
of  her  foldiers  more  than  all  the  horfes  in  the 
regiment,  and  confequently  much  more  the 
Governor,  upon  whofe  fafety,  for  any  thing 
I  knew  to  the  contrary,  probably  at  this  time 
the  wellfare  of  the  kingdom  of  Aftrachan, 
might  depend  ;  and  that  I  would  fet  out  as 
I  came  in.     He  was  affronted  at  fuch  an  an- 
fwer given,  with  no  fmall  indifference,  be- 
fore many  of  his  officers  and  men,  and  there- 
fore ordered  a  particular  horfe  for  me,  fay- 
ing at  the  fame  time,  that  he  would  exercifc 
my  talents  in  riding.     The  horfe,  I  believe, 
never  had  been  crofTed  by  any  man  before 
this  :   Two  dragoons  brought  him  forward 
with  difficulty,  and,  when  I  attempted  to 
touch  him,  he  ftruck  and  rofe  fo  furioufly, 
that  to  mount  him  was  altogether  impoflible. 
I  therefore  told  the  colonel,  that  if  any  thing 
fatal  happened  to  me  by  the  madnefs  of  this 
horfe,  he  might  repent  his  folly  when  too 
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fate  ;  that  I  was  no  breaker  of  dragoon- 
horfes,  though  probably  could  ride  as  well  as 
he.      Having  faid  this  to  him,  I  defired  a 
ftout  dragoon,  as  I  was  not  extremely  pon- 
derous, to  lift  me  up  and  fet  me  in  the  fad- 
die,  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  I  defi- 
red the  dragoons  who  held  him  to  let  go;  I 
then,  with  whip  and  fpur,  directed  him  with 
very  great  difficulty  ftraight  into  the  defart. 
He  attempted  to.run  down  the  hills  amongft 
the  other  horfes ;  but,  finding  he  could  not 
do  that,  and  the  whip  and  fpurs,  which  I  ex- 
crcifed  brifkly,  prevented  his  rifing  or  long 
paufing;  he  run  forwards  with  great  rapidi- 
ty, bouncirig  over  every  thing  in  his  way. 
However,  he  began  to  tire,  then  I  ventured 
to  turn  htm  northward,   when,  far  diflant 
from  the  banks  of  the  Volga,   and  rode  on 
fKIl,  by  guefs,  taking  my  direction  only,  by 
the  fun,  at  a  great  rate,  and  at  lafl  luckily  ar^ 
rived  fafely,  as  he  grew  peaceable,  to  a  flatioii 
where  a  lieutenant  commanded.    I  informed 
the  lieutenant  of  his  colonel's  inhofpitality ; 
and,  as  I  had  good  reafon  to  be  much  difla- 
tisfied,  I  faid,  that  as  foon  as  I  fhould  arrive 
at  the  camp,  I  fhould  make  a  regular  com- 
plaint of  him  to  the  Governor;  but  the  lieu- 
tenant, who  was  a  very  fenfible  good  man, 
difarmed  me  at  once,  and  made  me  take  a 
quite  different  resolution.    He  faid,  that  the 
colonel,  though  a  very  good  foldier,  was  a 
▼ery  ffrange  kind  of  man,  of  no  great  edu- 
cation, 
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cation,  extremely  haughty,  proud,  over-bear- 
tngi,  and  had  vciy  little  humanity  in  his  com- 
pofition;  He  faid,thatbe  would  undoubtedly 
have  been,  long  ere  that  time,  brought  to  a 
court-iftartial  by  his  own  officers,  if  they  had 
not  been  fire  vented  by  the  efteem  they  had 
for  his  wife,  and  pity  for  his  young  children; 
J  fay  this  Information  made  me  change  my 
refolution,  as  fooa  as  I  refle&ed  oa  the  un* 
deferved  fufferings   which  thefe   innocents 
might  have  been  brought  to  by  their  father's 
imprudence.     I  aflurcd  the  officer,   that  I 

*  would  not  mention  any  thing  erf*  this  affair 
to  the  Governor,  who,  he  well  knew,  had  ao 
manner  bf  conapaffion,  nor  bowels  of  mercy, 
and  who  probably  would  not  have  failed, 
not  only  to  have  got  him  reduced,  but  have 

*  feized  all  that  he  might  have  been  worth  in 
the  World.  I  begged  of  the  lieutenant,  drat 
he  wttild  warn  the  Serjeant,  who  belonged  to 
their  regiment,  not  to  fpeak  of  it  in  the  camp* 
I  was  told ,  that  I  was  as  yet  dklant  between 
twenty  and  thirty  verfts  from  the  General, 
and  that  about  mid-way  I  woufci  get  a  freflh 
horfe.  The  ferjeant  not  having  arrived,  I 
immediately  took  hotfe,  and,  in  company 
wit&  a  dragoon  who  was  appointed  to  return 
with  die  horfes,  fet  out,  and  arrived  in  the 
camp  at  leaft  two  hours  before  the  ferjeant. 
•At  my  arival,  I  was  informed  that  the  Go- 
vernor had  fallen  upon  a  flcep,  but  told  that 
-k  woukl  continue  no.  time  :  His  fon  the  Ma** 
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jor  advlfed  me  to  take  a  little  reft,  to  which 
I  had  bo  objection*  When  the  Governor 
fent  for  me,  I  did  not  think  that  I  had  fleep* 
ed  half  an  hour*  though  all  the  officers  kid 
that  I  had  deeped  two,  which  the  Governor 
confirmed.  I  found  the  old  gentleman  in  a 
very  diftrefTed  condition  ;  however,  in  ten 
days,  I  got  him  quite  recovered,  and  free  of 
all  dange#. 

About  the  laft  days  of  my  abode' in  the 
camp  the  governor  defined  that  I  would-  pay 
a  vifit  to  the  Princefe  6f  the  Kalmucks)  who,< 
he  faid,  had  been  Idng  ago  complaining; 
and  dtfired  that  I  (honld  be  fen  t  to  her;  ho 
alfo  cold  that  all  the  furgeons,  who  had,  be* 
.  fere  I  afcrived,  administered  medicines  Ibr 
him,  wet*  lent  to  Vifit  that  Prirkttft  :•  But 
that  their  medicines  had  contributed  nothing 
to  her  recovery.  In  company  with  thotna* 
jor>  the  governor's  only  fon,  I  went  to  a 
very*  large  tent,  in  form  of  a  bee-hire,  co' 
vered  wkh  felt,  and  lined  with  Perfian  jfilk. 
Wberi  I  entered  into  the  tent,  the  Ptmceft 
was  lying  on  a  bedof  dpwn  covered' wkh  fiMcj 
her  feee  was  from  us*  Many  Kalmuck*  well 
drefled  were  (landing  with  great  decorum :  I 
aflted  who  they  were,  and  was  anfwered  that? 
the  grcateft  part  were  priefts  %  but  that  diere 
were  alio  feme  of  their  chiefs,  Wh&ft  we 
were  whimpering  very  filently,  the  Princefe 
turned  her  face  to  us.  The  major  immedi- 
ately^ in  the  moft  rcJpelHul  manner,  in-* 

formed 
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formed,  he*  that  I  was  die  perfoft  wha 
had  recovered  his  father*  who  had  lent  me 
to  her  Highnefs.  She  took  no  manner  of 
notke  of  the  major  3  but  her  countenance 
feemed  as  if  (he  was  difpltafcd  wfch,  fcim  ; 
however,  flic  made  a  iiga  for  me  tQ ;  cotjie  to 
her,  and  an  interpreter  told  me  fo.  :  I  went 
forward,  and  by  an  interpreter  atked  fome 
queftions,  but  (he  defired  that  I.fihould  fit 
down  on  the  bed-fide .;  for  therp  was  no 
chair  in  the  tent :  I  did  not  readily  obey* 
but  (he  infifted  upon  it,  to  which  at  laft  I 
confented.  She  ftretchdd  out  a  well  formed, 
fair  fkinned  arm, .  1  felt  her  puUe  a  lpng 
while,  and: aflted  her  many  queftions  :*  but 
flie  gavtf  a*e  fuah  anfwers  as  plainly  disco- 
vered that  aU  her  complaints  proceeded 
purely  fipm  confinement*  and  a  diftrefled 
mind.  She  asked  me  If  I  knew  Qf  any  me- 
dicine that  could  cure  her  ?.  I  anfwered  thae 
I  imagined  I  did,  but'.. that  it  was  not  in 
my.  power,  otherways  (he  (hould  foon  be 
in  potfeflion  of  it.  She  eacneftly  asked 
me  what  it  was  I  I  replied  that  I  believed  a 
free  fefene  air  was  the  only  remedy  that  I 
thought  could  remove  die  caufe  of  her 
complaints*  She  looked  ftedfaftly  at  me, 
for  a  little  time,  with  the  beautifulleft  black 
eyes  that  ever  woman  was  miftrefs  of,  and 
fuddenly  turned  about.  I  fufpeded  that 
(he  was  weeping  :  after  (he.  had  composed 
herfelf  a  iittle,  (he  again  turned  and  asked 

If 
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If  I  would  take  a  difli  of  tea  t f  I  returned 
tar  my  ref]pe&ful  thanks,  and  faid  that  I 
would  be  well  Satisfied  with  any  thing  (he 
would  be  pleafed  to  order  t  Accordingly  a 
cap  of  tea  was  brought,  but  fdch  as  I  ne- 
ver had  tailed  before  this  time*  The  tea,  I 
dare  lay,  was  good,  but  the  Kalmucks  put 
iak  and  butter  into  it ;  nevertheleft  t  drank 

,  it,  though  extremely  dHagreeable,  and  fooh 
thereafter  took  my  leave:  At  which  time, 
file  defired  me  to  come  and  vifit  her  fre- 
quently, fo  long  as  I  fhould  flay  in  thfe 
camp ;  But  I  told  her  that  my  moft  preffing 
bttflnefs  required  my  leaving  the  camp  afc 
foon  as  was  poflible ;  elffe  nothing  could 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  than  to  o*> 
bey  her  commands.  And  thus  we  parted; 
I  made  what  hafte  I  could  in  order  to  de- 

i  cant  the  difagrceable  tea  I  had  taken. 
Whttft  the  Major  was  like  to  have  died  with 

[  hnghing  at  me,  he  afterwards  laid  that  (he 
had  treated  him  in  the  fame  manner  ;  but 
now  that  Che  neither  would  defire  him  to  eat 
or  drink  any  thing:  The  Major  never  would 
confefi,  but  I  fufpeft  that  he  had  affronted 
bergrofsly. 

When  I  came  to  the  governor  I  acquaint- 
ed him  with  all  that  had  palled,  every  word 
of  which  his  (on  heard :  Upon  which  the 
pwrerhor  ordered  the  guards  about  this  un- 
fortunate Princeft  to  be  ftrengthned  with 
additional numberr,  fent hiscompliments  to 
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her,  telling  her  at  the  fame.  timel  that  her 
Highnefs  ftiould  command  at  all  times  his 
coach  for  an  airing  as  often  as  the  pleaied, 
providing  a  confiderahle  body  of  dragoons 
efcorted  her:  Bui  (he  would  not  accept  of 
this  offer* 

I   furely   never   could   pity  any-  perfbn 
more  than  this  unfortunate  Princely  and  had 
any  way  been  in  my  power,  (he  (hould  not 
have  been  long  a  prifbner,  but  all  I  could  do 
was  to  fympathize  with  her.     If  I  had  (laid 
much   longer  in  the  camp,  I  was  rcfolvcd 
never  to  go  to  her  again,  for  fear  I  had  been 
fufpedted  of  advifing  her,  which,  by  the  bye, 
file  did  not  Hand  in  need  of;  for  (he  wasfo 
extremely  clever,  that  the. governor  was  e- 
very  night  afraid  that  (he  would  have  made 
her  efcape  fome  way  or  other,  notwithfland- 
ing  all  t^ie  guards  he  kept  about  her  ;  which 
if  (he  had   done,  could  not  have   failed  to 
bring  him  to  great  diftrefs  and  danger.     It 
is  generally  obferved    that   honed   people, 
purely  from  principle,  who  have  been  moll 
ferviceable  to  diftrefled  (late  prifouers  have 
either  fuffered  with  them,    or    ever  after 
have  been  looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye. 

The  Governor  being  now  reftored  to  his 
health,  and  it  being  near  fourteen  days  (ince 
I  left  Aftrachan,  the  time  being  near  that  I 
expe&ed  my  wife  was  to  be  delivered  of  her 
firft  child ;  for  thefe  reafons  I  entreated  that 
the  Governor  would  let  me  return :  After 

one 
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one  day's  follicitation  at  laft  he  was  prevail- 
ed upon  to  let  me  go,  and  not  only  fo,  but 
obfiged  his  fon  to  fend  me  by  poft  in  his 
coach  attended   by  his  fervants  :  For  I  had 
none  with  me  ;  and  lje   made  me  a  very 
handfome  prefent  of  ducats  for  the  care  I 
had  taken  of  him.     Thus  equipped,  I  fet 
out  and  in  about  forty  eight  hours  was  on 
the  banks  of  the  Volga  oppofite  Aftrachan. 
At  parting,  he  (aid,  that  the  commander  of 
the  fleet  at  Aftrachan  had  a&ed  very  child* 
iflily,  that  he  had  infulted  the  government 
of  Aftrachan  for  not  fending  me  to  take  care 
of  his  health  ;  but,  fays  he,  tell  him  from  me, 
that  the  cabinet  is  made  already  acquainted 
with  his  prefumption,  and  that  when  I  (hall 
arrive,  I'll  fend,  him  to  St  Peterfburgh  to 
anfwer  for  his  folly  s  I  received  this  meflage 
without  defigning  to  fpeak  of-  it  to  any ; 
though,  at  laft,  I  was  in  a  manner  forced. 
•     When  I  arrived  at  the  lieutenant  colonel's 
camp,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  he  came 
out  of  his  tent  and  defired  that  I  would  reft 
a  little  till  horfes   could  be  got  ready,  and 
that  his  lady  defired  the  fame.     I  went  and 
paid  my  ref pedis  to  her,  who  thanked  me 
for  not  accufing  the  colonel.     I  anfwered 
that  that  had  proceeded  purely  on  her  and 
her  children's  account,  at  which  the  colo- 
nel was  not  a  little  affronted  :  But  I  hefltat- 
ed  not  to  let  him  know  that  fo  long  as  I 
fcrved  the  Empire  honourably,  I  was  deter* 

mined 
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joined  to  take  ill  uftge  of  no  fubjeft,     W<* 
parted  very  good  friends. 

At  toy  arrival  in  Aftrachatt,  I  was  inform- 
od  that  my  wife  wa$  delivered  of  a  foti  a* 
bout  half  an  hour  before  my  arrival.     She 
was  in  a  mod  dangerbut  way,  having  been 
three  days  hi  hard  labour,  by  the  unfltiJful- 
nefs  of  her  midwife,  and  happy  it  was  that 
I  arrived  at  that  very  time  for  her  fafety. 
According  to  the  regulations,  I  immediate- 
ly fent  a  written  report  of  my  arrival  to  the 
port,  and  next  morning  received  an  order  to 
attend  the  fupreme  commander  at  the  admi- 
ralty about  government  affairs.      Now  I 
could  perceive  that  mifchief  was  abroad,  yet 
as  I  had  been  guilty  of  no  irregularity,  I  re- 
folved  to  meet  the  worft  with  unfliaken 
fieadinefs,  but  at  the  fame  time,  to  keep  free 
from  anger.     This  great  man  was  only  a 
lieutenant  of- the  fleet,  he  underftood  fuch 
naval  affairs  that  were  in  ufe  for  a  port,  and 
his  whole   learning  confided   in  that,  for 
which  reafon  he  was  appointed  to  this  poft. 
For  in  Raffia,  a  man  may  prefide  at  a  board, 
and  the  orders,  from  fuch  a  board  are  good 
and  muft  be  obeyed  by  feniors ;  becaufo 
iuch  orders  are  always  iflbed  out  by  order  of 
the  Emprefs,  and  agreeable  to  the  regulati- 
ons, by  the  appointment  of  the  board.    As 
there  were  many  gentlemen  at  Aftrachan  of 
the  fame  rank  with  himfelf,  he  employed 
much  of  hi*  time,  and  expences  in  giving 

enter* 
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entertainments,  to  convince  hit  colleagues, 
and  thofe  under  command,  of  what  real  im- 
portance he  was  to  the  government.     He 
was  very  affable  when  there  was  little  need 
of  it:  But,  when  he  durft,  earned  command 
with  a  high  hand.     He  was  extremely  de- 
vout and  religious,  upon  all  occafions,  good 
policy    in    Rufiia,    but  particularly    when 
drunk,  which  was  not  feldom.     His  name 
was  Affonacy  Mihaelovitch  Garreinoff.     He 
was  extremely  fat,  which  almoft  prevented 
him  walking,  had  a  large  broad  face  with 
extremely  fmall  eyes,  funk  deep  amongft  the 
fet,  a  great  neck,  and  prominent  belly  like 
a  woman  at  the  hour  of  delivery.     Such 
was  his  figure,  and  liich  was  the  man  who 
then  commanded  the  port,  and  who  had 
fummoned  me  to  make  my  appearance  a* 
gainft  fuch  an  hour  at  his  levee.     At  the 
fame  time,  he  had  caufed  aflemble  all  the 
fea  officers  in  Aftrachan,  no  doubt  to  wit- 
nefi  his  greatnefi,  authority,  and  regularity; 
At  my  entry  into  the  room  after  mutual  faluta* 
tions,  he  welcomed  my  return,  acknowledg- 
ed that  he  had  received  my  report  from  the 
governor's  camp,  but  faid  very  much  about 
my  going  out  of  the  city  without  his  per* 
million,  in  what  manner  I  had  afted  con* 
trary  to  the  regulations,  how  highly  crimi- 
nal and  punifhable  fuch  a  ftcp  was.     His 
difcourfe  was  long,   very  farcafiical ;   but 
ended  with  telling  me,  that  according  to  the 

regulations. 
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regulations,  he  ought  immediately  to  take 
my  fword  from  me,  and  keep  me  a  prifoner 
in  my. own  houfe  aill  tried  by  a  court-marti- 
al, but  that  confidering  I  was  a  foreigner,  I 
could  not  be  expe&ed  to  know  the  regula- 
tions exaflly, fyc.  He  parted  me  for  thi9  once, 
hoping  and  expe&ing  thiit  I  (hould  take  care 
not  to  commit  the  like  again.  I  made  an- 
fwer  in  few  words  that  I  had  endeavoured, 
from  the  firft  beginning  of  my  fervice,  to 
tranfadl  all  my  affairs  agreeable  to  the  very 
(pint  of  the  regulations,  that  upon  fuch  ur- 
gent neceflity  1  was  hurried  away  without 
being  allowed  time  to  acquaint  him,  or  vifit 
my  wife,  the  truth  of  which  he  very  well 
knew:  That  I  did  not  go  to  vifit  enemies,  but 
him  who  had  the  fupreme  command  of  the 
kingdom,  and  whom  her  Majefty  had  trott- 
ed, and  honoured  to  reprefent  her  Royal 
Perfon  amongft  us,  that  had  I  refilled  fuch 
orders  upon  fo  very  preffing  occaiion,  I 
might  have  juftly  fuffered,  at  leaft  in  cha- 
racter, and  ever  after  been  treated  by  all  ju- 
dicious men  as  an  obftinate  fool,fince  I  might 
well  confider,  that  upon  his  fafety,  the 
peace  and  well  being  of  this  kingdom,  e- 
fpecially  in  fuch  dangerous  times  from  the 
Perfiansand  Kalmucks,  might  much  depend. 
Finally,  that  though  he  had  not  ufed  all  the 
formalities,  I  imagined  he  had  called  me  at 
this  time  to  wait  upon  him,  and  hear  his 
outrageous  infults  before  all  the  officers  in 

Aftrachan 
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Aftrachan,  with  no  other  view  but  to  fright- 
en and  iniult  me,  but  obferved,  that,  though 
I  neither  cared,  nor  was,  by  the  regulations, 
permitted  to  lay  any  thing  to  him,  which 
might  reflect  difhonour  upon  a  commander 
in  chief,  yet  that,  if  he  thought  .proper,  I 
would  not  take  it  amifs  that  he  put  me  un- 
der arreft,  and  try  n»c  by  a  court-martial, 
who,  I  had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  'would 
acquit  me  honourably.-  Laftly,  I  told  him, 
that  I  fhould  taike  care  that  her  Irtiperial  Ma- 
jefty  (hould  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
whole  procedure.  When  I  had  finilhed  what 
I  intended  to  fay  in  public,  I  defired  to  fpeak 
with  him  in  private,  and  then  told  him  what 
the  Governor  had  communicated  to  me  at 
parting,  and  faid,  that  I  fufpe&ed  his  threats 
would  be  put  in  fever*  execution.  :This  in- 
telligence flruck  him  like  lightening.  He 
lowered  his  fails  very  fuddenly,  and  would 
not  part  with  me  till  firm  peace  was  conclu- 
ded by  a  dinner  and  too  much  drink.      '  . 

Next  day  I  had  another,  meflage'to  appear 
in  the  admiralty,  about  affairs  of  confe- 
quence.  This  fummons  feemed  to  be  more 
ierious  than  the  firft  ;  however,  I  was;refol- 
ved  and  determined  to  infift  upon  all  my 
privileges,  or  elfe,  as  many  of  oyr  officers 
were  obliged,  for  their  ill  judged  dejSre  of 
peace,  to  fubmit  to  his  folty :  I  mud  ;ever  dfr 
ter  fubmit  to  be  obfequious  to  t^e  pleftfure 
pf  a  very  fluctuating  ignorant  man.  *  When 
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I  was  pafllng  through  the  ftcretatfy^s  cham- 
ber into  th6  office  where  the  commander  was, 
with  all  the  officers  waiting  my  coming,  the 
fecretary  dcfired  me  to  fign  a  paper,  which, 
by  the  commander's  direction*  he  made  out : 
I  tool;:  this  papctyread  it  over  carefully,  then 
-tore  it,  and  (aid,  that  I  was  determined  to 
Hgft  no  paper  but  fqch  a9  I  dilated,  and 
went  into  the  office,  whither  the  fecretary  al- 
fo  came,  and  acquainted  the  commander  with 
what  I  had  faid  and  done,  all  which  I  affirm- 
ed was  true,  nor  did  I  value  the  confequence. 
After  many  altercations,  and  much  time  loft 
in  chiidifh  wranglings,  pfeace  was  again  con- 
cluded. The  Vke-governor  wanted  much 
to  know  what  pafled  in  the  admiralty i  and 
1  the  admiralty  wanted  as  much  to  know  what 
was  faid  or  done  by  the  government  people; 
but,  for  the  fake  of  peace*  I  kept  both  in  ig- 
norance. 

At  kft,  the  Governor,  by  his  intrigues, 
had  again  obtained  pofleflion  of  the  Princefi 
of  the  Kalmuck's  children,  and,  having  con- 
veyed them  with  a  ftrong  guard  to  Moffcow, 
returned  to  Aftrachan,  when  he  brought  with 
him  a,  royal  mandate  from  die  cabinet,  fign- 
ed  by  the  Emprefs,  commanding  that  the  ad- 
miralty fal  Aftradhatt  Chould  ever*  after  be  o? 
bediem  to  the  directions  of  the  governors  in 
all  civil  affairs,  and  in  every  thing,  except 
purely  what  belonged  to  (hipping,  6f  which,  it 
wns  reafofiably  prefumed,  they  could  be  no 
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pudges.  This  was  indeed  a  very  great  blow, 
and  I  was  as  iocry  for  it  as  any  belonging  to 
die  adnairalty ;  though  ever  fo  innocent,  I 
was  hkmed  as  the  caufe  :  But  every  one  may 
eafily  perceive  that  it  proceeded  .put ety  front 
the  itt-ccmcected  and  ilkamed  ftubbornnefs 
of  our  commander. 

Bdfbte  I  finiCh  this  tiiapter,  I  muft  ac- 
quaint  the  reader,  that  I  was  informed,  that 
the  Prirccefs  of  the  Kalmucks  and  her  chil- 
^dren  ttere  treated  with  all  politenefs,  and  as 
iliuflxions  perfonages,  at  Mofcow  :  And  that 
when  the  Empf efs  arrived  in  that  city,  (he 
tkigned  to  pay  them  a  vifit,  and  was  fo  fond 
of  them  that  die  gave  them  very  great  pof- 
feffions  to  enable  them  to  live  in  a  princely 
mannerv  The  Princefs  and  her  children  took 
fuch  liking  to  the  Emprefs,  that  they  all  were 
baptized,,  and  the  Emprefs  flood  god-mo- 
ther. 

As  I  was  Nat  a  great  di fiance  from  the  feat 
of  the  Swedifh  war,  I  fhall  not  treat  of  it 
minutely,  but  give  a  general  account  of  the 
incredible  fuccefs  of  the  Ruffian  arms,  as  I 
was  informed.  Early  Marfhal  Lacy  and  Ge- 
neral Keith,,  two  foldiers  who  never  turned 
their  backs  upon  any  number,  marched  with 
the  Ruffian  army  through  Finland,  rather  like 
a  great  company  of  hunters  than  any  thing 
elfe.  They,  with  no  great  trouble,  broke 
through  all  oppofition,  took  all  the  Swedifh 
batteries  and  out-pofts,  till  they  arrived  at 
O  Frederickfham, 
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Frederickftiam,  making  prifoners  of  all  wife* 
fell  not  in  making  their  feeble  refiftance.  Ac 
Frederickftiam  the  Ruffian  army  doubted  not 
that  a  very  formidable  (land  would  have  been 
made  j  but,  before  meafures  had  been  taken 
to  inveft  properly  that  ftrong  place,  in  the 
night,  between  the  28th  and  29th  of  June,  it 
was  fet  on  fire  by  the  Swedes,  which  burnt 
up  very  confidcrable  magazines  of  provifion* 
forage,  and  gun-powder,  with  all  the  houfes. 
As  the  Ruilians  did  not  endeavour  to  lave 
the  place,  nothing  was  left  but  the  cannon  5 
and  indeed  it  would  have  been  very  impru* 
dent  to  have  rifked  the  lives  of  fuch  brave 
troops,  becaufe  the  burfting  of  many  hundred 
charged  bombs  made  it  inaccefllble,  without 
madly  expofing  the  troops  to  certain  death. 
After  this  iuccefs,  the  Ruffians  palled  the 
Keymen,  and  with  care  drove  the  fugitive 
Swedes  before  them;   they  halted  not    till 
they  approached  Helfingfors,  to  which  place 
they  purfued  the  Swedes,  who  burnt  all  their 
own  villages  and   hamlets,    to  render   the 
march  of  the  Ruffians  as  troublefome  as  was 
poffible  ;  but  at  Helfingfors,  it  was  faid,  they 
made  their  only  refiftance  this  year's  cam- 
paign, and  that  very  feeble;,  for  though  they 
were  well  fortified  both  by  nature  and  art;  . 
the  whole  Swedish  army  were  obliged  in  the 
month  of  Auguft  to  capitulate,  the  tenor  of 
which  was  in  general,  That,  on  the  25th  of 
Auguft,  the  Ruffians  took  pofleffion  of  aH 
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the  Swedifli  ports,  and  alfo  were  put  in  pof- 
feffion  of  all  their  grand  magazines  and  war- 
like (lores,  provifions  of  all  kinds,  and  forage. 
They  permitted  the  Swedifh  army  to  retire 
into  Sweden  with  their  fmall  arms ;  but  the. 
Finland  foldiers  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
took  their  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  Empire  of 
Ruffia.  The  number  of  Finlanders  who  were 
di  (armed,  were  upwards  of  feven  thoufand 
men.  All  the  Swedifli  artillery  was  fent  to 
St  Peterfburgh:  It  was  affirmed  that  be- 
tween fifty  and  fixty  brafs  cannon  were  ex- 
poled  before  the  Emprefs  in  St  Peterfburgti. 
The  victorious  army  remained  in  Finland  du- 
ring the  winter,  to  be  ready  againft  the  next 
iealbn,  in  cafe  peace  was  not  concluded. 
Nothing  worth  relating  was  performed  by 
the  fleets  on  either  fide,. except  feizing  a 
merchant  Chip  from  London  to  St  Peters- 
burgh,  and  carrying  the  crew  and  two  of 
my  brothers  (the  one  a  merchant  in  St  Pe- 
tprfburgh,  and  the  other  a  youth  of  about 
fixteen  years  of  age,  coming  to  me  for  his  e- 
ducation,  the  fame  who  was  killed  at  the 
Moro,  formerly  taken  notice  of)  into*Got- 
Waburgh,  and  detaining  them  there  two  or 
three  weeks,  till  orders  were  brought  for 
their  being  honourably  rel^afed,  and  all  their 
damages  made  good  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
for  punifhing  the  foolifh. captain  who  feized 
them,  by  ordaining  him, to  work  in  the  cop- 
per-mines for  fix  months, 
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Qonctrning  what  happened  on  the  Borders  of  Per? 
Jia  by  Kouli  Khan. 

THE  ftimmer  was  not  far  advanced,  when 
Lieutenant-general  TarakanofF  was  difr 
patched  with  three  regiments  to  Kiziaar,  to 
accept  of  a  propofed  ftiendfhip  and  fidelity 
from  many  of  the  CTurcaffian,  Georgian,,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Dageftan  Tartar  chiefs,  and 
alfo  to  obferve  the  morions  of  Kouli  Khan, 
upon  whofe  honour  little  truft  was  to  he  pot. 
TarakanofF  having  finifhed  his  cotnmiffion, 
did,not  flay  long  at  Kiziaar;  but  having  left 
inftru&ions  with  the  commandant  of  Kiziaar, 
returned  fbon  into  Ruflia. 

The  Georgian  Prince,  general  of  artillery, 
accompanied  by  many  of  his  natives,  pro* 
perly  his  fubjefts,  arrived  in  Aftrachan, 
where  he  waited  all  this  fummer,  in  expec- 
tation that  war  would  have  been  declared  a- 
gainf}  the  Perfians.  Indeed,  with  us  every 
thing  looked  very  much  that  way.  In  Aftrachan, 
amongft  the  great,  every  thing  was  tranfa&ed 
with  fnch  fecrecy,  that  nothing  from  them 
was  to  be  known  ;  but  amongft  the  officers 
of  the  regiments  it  was  faid,  that  a  very  con-? 
fiderable  army  of  regulars  were  on  their 
march  for  Aftrachan.    I  doubt  not  that  fuch 

)^ports, 


TRAVELS.  109 

reports,  and  the  troubief&me  Dagritern*,  who, 
at  different  times,  cut  off  the  ftowwdf  Kouto 
Khan's  army,  hindbped  that  barbarian  from 
falling  upon*  the  dcy  of  Kfelaar,  and' border 
of  Rullia  ;  for  he  advanced  as  fai*  a*  Targii* 
where  his  «my,  ftarving,  haying  very  fcanty 
allowance  of  provifidns,  was  day  and  night, 
ahnoit  conftaatly  a&auftfed  by  final!  bodies  of 
tkefe  brave  Highlanders  ;  and'  at  laft>  in  no 
fmall  confuflon,  with  the  lofa  of  die  greafOeffc' 
part  of  hi*  artillery,  w&s  obliged  to  retire  to 
a-  caftle  he  had  built,  as  a  bridle  upon  Ufmei,' 
a  Dageftan  potent  prince.     But  I  (hall  con^ 
fine  myfelf  here  only  to  what  properly  be- 
longs to  Aftrachad,  referring  an  account  of 
Kouli  Khan,  his  tranfaftions,   and  particu- 
larly with  the  brave  Dbgeftasis  and  Lefgees, 
to  a  proper  place  in*  my  travels  through  that 
country. 

The  firft  {hing  which  happened  at  St  Pe- 
terfburgh  this  year,  was  the  bringing  of  the 
ftate  prifoners,  formerly  mentiohed,  to  the 
fcaffold;  where  they  all  had  thcii:  lives  grant* 
cd*  Count  Ofterman  placed  his  neck  upon 
the  block,  as  he  was  ordered  ;  but  when  mer- 
cy  was  declared  to  him,  he  was  fo  far  gone, 
that  it  was  thought  he  would  not  recover. 
The  reft  were  faid1  to  be  very  anxious  about 
the  confequences  of  death  :  But  it  is  very  re- 
markable, that  Count  Muinich  (who  was  the 
next  to  Ofterman,  brought  to  the  ftage,  co-~ 
yered  with  faw-duft,  as  if  6fterman  had  fuf- 
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fijred)  was  dreflfed  in  a  decent  clean  man- 
ner, and  iVhilft  the  orders  were  reading,  de- 
claring his  crimes  and  manner  of  execution, 
he  was  amufing  himfelf  by  obferving  the  re- 
gularity of  the  guards,  who,  under  his  com- 
mand, had  lately  fp  Angularly  beaten  the 
Turks.     It  is  a  cuftom  in  Ruifia,  that,  when 
the  Imperial  decree  is  reading,  every  one  pre- 
fent  is  obliged,  let  the  cold  be  ever  fp  great, 
to  .be  uncovered.      The   Field-maiihal,    it 
feems,  did  o.ot  obferve  that  ceremony,  of 
which  indifference  the  general  of  police  took 
notice,   defiring  him  to  be  uncovered;  %o 
which  he  very  indifferently  made  anfwer* 
that  the  Emprefs  required  his  head,  but  not 
his  cap.     It  was  faid,  that*  when  he  was  or-, 
dered  to  lay  his  neck  upon  the  blpck,  he  did 
%  it  with  the  lame  indifference,  and  it  was  de- 
clared that  her  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  grant 
his  life,  and  banifh  him  to  Pelym,     He  not 
only  was  permitted  to  take  bis  chaplain  with 
him  at  the  Emprefs's  expence,  but  was  al- 
lowed from  the  crown  a  ruble  per  day,  e* 
nough  for  the  fupport  of  his  family  in  that 
plentiful  country.     I  was  allured  that  fomer 
time  after  he  had  been  there,  not  being  ac- 
cuftomed  to  live  without  action,  he  formed 
^nd  drefied,.with  his  own  hands,  a  very  beau? 
tiful  garden  ;  but,  this  not  being  fufficient 
for  his  amufement,  he  begged,  and  obtained 
liberty  to  form  a  military  ichool,  by  which 
means  the  youth  in  Siberia  were  rendered  ve<» 
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ry  expertibldiers.  He  was  in  a  bad  ftate  of 
health  when  he  was  fent  into  Siberia,  but  re- 
cohered  £b  well,  that  he  was  recalled  to  St 
Peterfburgh  after  the  death  of  the  Emprefs 
Elilabeth,  and  was,  as  the  news-papers  in- 
formed us,  conftituted  judge  of  the  tourna- 
ment lately  exhibited  in  St  Peterfburgh.  I 
never  heard  any  thing  remarkable  about  the 
reft,  wherefore  I  (hall  fay  no  more  about 
them,  only  that  the  old  Count  Ofterman  di- 
ed on  the  way  to  banifliment. 

Mr  Malloch  my  countryman  died  this 
fummer,  and  I  was  ordered  to  officiate  for 
him  by  the  ganifon  and  field-hofpitals  till  an- 
other, was  appointed  in  his  place.  This  ad- 
ditional employment  was  extremely  fatiguing 
to  me  ;  but  I  did  not  care  to  refiife  it,  being 
fenfible  of  the  neceffity .  The  Duke  of  Hol- 
ftein  arrived  in  St  Peterfburgh  on  the  5th  of 
February.  On  the  21ft  inftant  his  birth-day 
was  celebrated  for  the  firft  time  in  St  Peters- 
burgh,  being  then  fifteen  years  of  age.  The 
Emprefs  his  aunt  made  him  many  rich  pre* 
fents ;  and  (be  made  no  fecret  in  declaring 
that  (he  intended  to  make  him  her  heir  to  the 
Empire  ;  but  that  could  not  be  done  legally 
until  be  had  publickly  embraced,  the  Greek 
religion.  On  the  25  th  April,  the  Emprefs 
was  crowned  with  great  folemnity.  Up- 
on this  oecafion,  the  Duke  of'  Holftpin 
had  the  honours  paid  him  due  to  thrf 
Grand  Duke  of  Ruffia;  and,  &t  the  fame 
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time,  lit  was  .recommended  to  him  to  take 
inftraftwMis  from  the  hMiope  of  JRezan  and 
itf  ovogorod,  that  he  might  be  foon  prepared 
to  profefsthe  Greek  religion,  and  be  public* 
\y  qualified  to  enjoy  all  the  a&ual  honours 
■and  immunities  belonging  to  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Rurifia,  which  happened  on  the  7th 
November  at  Mod  cow,  where  he  was  pub- 
licly rebaptized  in  the  Gfceek  religion,  by  the 
name  of  Peter  Feodorovitch,  and  by  his  aunt 
declared  her  neareft  relation, and  the  only  law- 
ful heir  to  the  crown  of  Ruifcu  An  inftru- 
ment  was  made  out,  declaring  him  Grand 
Cuke,  and  requiring  thai  all  perfons  fhould 
^ive  him  the  title  of  Imperial  Highnefs.  He 
y* as  alfo  declared  to  be  Prote&or  and  Prince 
,of  all  the  foreigners*  and  had  many  very- 
grand  prefents  made  him  by  the  Emprefs.  I 
was  told, that,  upon  this  occafion,  the  priefts 
did  not  caufe  die  Grand  Duke  go  through 
this  ceremtfny  fo  rigoroufly  as  they  do  to  o- 
ther  people.  I  never  faw  the  ceremony  per- 
formed, although  I  might  have  gratified  my 
fcuriofity  in  Aftrachan,  as  (halt  be  related  ; 
but  1  have  been  a  fibred,  that  they  are  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  a  perfon's  publicly  renouncing 
his  former  tenets,  for  love  of  the  Greek,  but 
they  infift  upon  his  exprefling,  in  a  very  grofs 
manner,  his  deteftation  of  his  former  reUgi- 
on,  and  declaring  that  he  firmly  believed  that 
his  parents,  and  every  one  profiling  that  re- 
ligion, to  be  Lit  a  ftace  of  damnation,  and  to 
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taakd  his  deteftation  appear  greatly  difagree- 
ahle,  he  fpits  three  times,  and  finifhcs  the 
farce  by  fealing  all  up  with  taking  the  facra- 
ment. 

Soon  after  the  Grand  Duke  tyaS  rebapti- 
zed,  the  JEmprefs  took  great  pains  to  gahi 
profelytes,  and  bribed,  efpecially  Chriftians, 
very  high*  An  Imperial  decree  was  publish- 
ed, declaring  that,  as  an  encouragement  to 
all  fortignei*  in  her  fervice,  her  Imperial 
Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleaied  to  grant  great 
pofleffions  of  villages ;  and  alfo,  to  every  one 
who  (hall  voluntarily  profefe  the  Greek  reli- 
gion, that  (he  would  caufe  advance  him  a 
rank  higher  than  the  dne  he  then  held  in 
the  army  or  fleet.  At  this  time,  our  Go- 
vernor who  only  made  a  fuperficial  profe£- 
fioii  of  the  Greek  religion,  laughing  public- 
ly at  all  (he  other  fcfts  of  Chriftians,  recom- 
mended it  ftrongly  to  lne  to  be  rebaptized, 
pointing  out  all  the  advantages  I  (hould  re- 
ceive; and  went  fo  far  as  to  infure  me,  that 
the  Emprefs  and  the  Grand  Duke  would  ho- 
nour the  ceremony  with  their  prefence  as 
fponfors.  I  anfwered  in  very  few  words, 
that  I  truly  could  make  no  comparifon  be- 
tween the  reformed  religion  which  I  profef- 
fed,  and  the  Greek ;  that  I  thought  I  was 
convinced  of  very  many  abfurdities  and  in- 
credibilities in  the  Greek  ;  that  if  at  any 
time  I  might  have  reafon  to  impugn  any  part 
of  the  belief  of  the  reformed,  I  (hould  run 
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no  riik  in  fo  doing ;  but  that  if  I   profeflcd 
the  Greek,  I  (hould  be  obliged,  every  time  I 
thought  of  it,  to  confider  my  felf  abfolutely  a 
liar,  and  a  fellow  abandoned  to  all  that  was 
bad,    for  not  only  acting  contrary    to  the 
principles  of  my  own  understanding,  bqt  in 
decoying,  deceiving,    and,    contrary .  to   all 
principles  of  honour,  bringing  up  my  young 
family  in   a  way  fo  contrary  to  my   own 
knowledge  ;   and   laftly,   of  making  thetn, 
(who  derived  liberty  naturally  from  me  and 
their  mother,   being  both   Britifli)   (laves  to 
Ruflia.     Thefe  thoughts,   I  told  him,   were 
fo  very  contrary  to  my  way  of  thinking, 
that  I  would  fooner  fee  every  one  of  them 
who  were  already  born,  or  after  this  might 
fpring  from  me,  dead,  than  bear  the  thoughts 
that   they,    or   their    children,    would    call 
reflexions  on   my    memory  for  having,    fo 
much  like  a  foolyfurrendered  up  their  liberty. 
Laftly,  I  did  not  fcruple  to  declare,  that  I 
looked  upon  all  foreigners,  to  be  either  abfo- 
lately  infamous,   void  of  all  honour,  or  elfe 
extremely  ignorant,  and  foolifh  to  a£l  in  fuch 
a  way  :  That  I  was  pofitive  it  woul.d  ,not  ap- 
pear compatible  to  reafonable  men  to  think 
that  a  man  who  would  fo  bafely  forfeit  his 
honour,   could  ever  prove  a  true  fubjeft  ei- 
ther to  the  Emprels  or  Empire.     The  Go- 
vernor, however,  was  very  frequently,  raoft 
difagreeable  to  me,  plaguing  me  with  his  de- 
fires  of  having  me  profefs  the  Greek  religion; 
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notwithftanding,  I  fcrupled  not  to  tell  him, 
that  many  people  believed,  that  though  he 
himfelf  profefled  the  Greek  religion  public- 
ly,   yet  laughed    at  it  in  fecret ;  and  that, 
his    great  knowledge  in  men   and    things, 
rendered   fuch    reports  very  credible.     He 
was  fo  far  from  being  angry  at  the  news  I 
told  him,  that  he  could  not  conceal  his  fatis- 
fa&ion  by   a  fmile,  and  obferved,   that  he 
doubted  not  there  were  good  and  bad  in  all 
the  fefts  of  Chriftians  ;  that,  for  his  part,  as  a 
good  fubjedt,  he  would  find  no  fault  with  a- 
ny  part  of  the  Greek  religion,  however  ab- 
furd  it  might  appear  to  himfelf,   for  fear  of 
giving  grounds   for    caufing    fchifms.     He 
laid,  that  what  was  reafonable  he    would 
give  credit  to,   and  what  was  otherways  he 
would  overlook,  without  publicly  profefling 
any  deteftation.     Mr  Tatifhoff  was  one  of 
the  learnedeft  men  in  the  Empire  of  Ruffia, 
tho*  he  never  had  an  academical  education : 
He  had  ftudied  all  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences, 
and  underftood  them  all  well.      If  he  had 
had  a  right  notion  of  honour  and  morality,  he 
would  have  certainly  proved  a  very  extraor- 
dinary man  ;  but  the  want  of  thefe  qualifica«- 
tions  rendered  great  part  of  his  learning  on- 
ly ufeful  to  him  in  detecting  other  people's 
crimes,    and  defending  himfelf  from  the  in- 
queft  of  others,  as  will  be  taken  notice  of  in 
due  time.     He   admired   Leibnetz,   Locke, 
Bacon,  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  the  Spectator,  and 
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many  other  learned  authors-  He  correfpond^ 
pd  with  the  bifhop  of  Upfal,  and  the  moft 
learned  men  in  Europe  ;  but  ftill  he  tarnifh.- 
ed  all  thefe  qualifications  by  a  very  bafe,  for- 
did, cruel  pra&icc  of  (ticking  at  nothing  tp 
gratify  his  avarice,  and  acquire  wealth  f 


CHAP,     IX, 

Concerning  what  happened  in  Raffia,  and  the 
Confines  of  Aftrachan,  in  the  Tear  1743,  and 
firft  of  the  Perfians. 

IObferved  lad  year,  that  Kouli  Khan  had 
retreated  to  his  caftle  not  far  from  the 
north  fide  of  Derbeqt,  in  order  to  bridle 
the  potent  Dageftan  Prince  Utine :  He>  how-r 
ever,  having  reinforced  his  army,  made  ear- 
ly this  year  a  fudejen  attempt  upon  the  bor- 
ders df  Circailia,  of  \yhich  tlje  Governor  of 
Aftrachan  having  beep  made  acquainted,  lent 
orders  for  a  few  troops  who  were  in  Tzaritr 
zyi  to  march  for  Aftrachan  immediately,  not* 
withftanding  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  ftrong- 
fft  froft.  Jn  January  the  remains  of  three 
regiments  arrived,  having  loft  fbme  hucK 
dreds  that  were  frozen  to  death.  They  alfa 
brought  with  them  between  five  and  fix  hun- 
dred frozen,  of  which  number  I  was  obliged 
to  amputate  the  arms  and  legs  of  feventy- 
five  the  firft  week,  exclufive  of  fingers  and 

tpes, 
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toes,  of  which  little  notice  was  taken.  As 
loon  as  the  healthy  men  had  refted  a  few 
day's  in  Aftrachan,  fifteen  hundred  received 
orders  to  march  to  Kizlaar  with  four  thou- 
sand Coflacks  to  join  about  five  hundred' 
troops  who  garrifbned  that  cattle,  and  the  ir- 
regular forces,  inhabitants  of  that  country. 
Kouli  Khan  was  known  to  be  deceitful,  difr 
honourable,  a  man  in  whom  no  truft  was  to* 
be  put ;  bold,  intrepid,  and  incomparably 
politic-  The  Governor  of  Aftrachan  fit* 
fed  him  exa&ly  ;  for  tho'  he  was  no  gene- 
ral, yet  he  did  not  want  the  qualificati-* 
ohs  of  a  good  politician  and  covmfellory 
where  his  intereft  did  not  blind  hi*  reafon. 
Every  thing  was  in  readinefs  to  deftroy  the 
ice  about  Aftrachan  to  render  the  Volga  im-» 
partible,  and  the  whole  city  was  in  a  greac 
ferment ;  notwithftandiftg,  he  took  all  the 
care  he  could  for  the  prefervation  of  the  city, 
and,  (knowing  well  that  if  he  fhould  alarm' 
Kouli  Khan,  it  would  have  a  better  efFeft 
than  any  feeble  refiftance  he  could  make  with 
(he  (mall  number  of  troops  he  then  had  in  A- 
ftrachan)  ordered  a  lieutenant  and  two  trum- 
pets upon  the  river  Agrachan,  which  forma 
the  borders  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Andreoffke 
Derevna,  or  village.  The  lieutenant  went 
tipon  the  north  fide  of  Agrachan,  oppoflte 
the  Perfian  camp,  and  caufed  the  trumpets 
to  blow ;  then,  in  a  formal  manner,  declared 
war,  ip   the   Emprefs's  name,  againft  the 

Shach 
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Shach  and  Empire  of  Perfia,if  the  Sophi  fhould 
pafs  in  a  hoftile  manner  that  river,  which  had 
been  acknowledged  the  limits  between  the 
two  Empires.  The  Perfians,  alarmed  at  what 
they  faw  and  heard,  foon  made  their  Shach 
acquainted  with  what  had  happened,  who 
lent  to  defire  the  lieutenant  to  approach  his 
tent,  and  demanded  to  know  what  was  the 
reafon  of  blowing  his  trumpets,  and  reading 
the  paper.     The  lieutenant  syifwered  him, 
that  as  he  was  an  officer  in  the  Ruffian. regu* 
lar  army,  according  to  his  office  and  duty, 
by  order  of  the  Governor  of  Aftrachan,  who 
was  authorized  by  the  Emprefe,  he  had  made 
a  formal  declaration  of  war  againft  his  Maje- 
fty  and  the  Empire  of  Perfia,  if  his  Majefty's 
troops  patted  oyer  that  river,  the  well  known 
boundary  of  the  two  Empires,  in  a  hoftile 
manner :  He  faid,   he  doubted  not  that  his 
Majefty  would  approve   of  his  having  done 
his  duty  as  became  the  honour  of  an  officer. 
The   franknefs,    opennefs*    and   eafe  with 
which  the  lieutenant  made  this  fhort  decla- 
ration, and  his  determined  look,  manly  figure 
and  deportment,   gained  the  efteem  of  the 
Shach.    Kouli.Khan  afked  him  many  queflk 
ons  about  the  number  of  regular  and  irregu- 
lar troops  that  were  already  aflembled  in  the 
kingdom  of  Aftrachan  ;  to  which  the  lieute- 
nant gave  anfwers  according  to  his  inftrufti- 
ons,   and  told  him,   at  tbe  fame  time,  that 
iixty  thoufand  regulars  were  in  full  march 
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upon  the  borders  of  that  kingdom  for  the  ci* 
ty  of  Aftrachan  ;  that  he  was  allured  thefe 
fixty  thoufand  were  deftined  to  be  fent  by 
fea  to  the  Perfian  provinces  on  the  fouth  of 
the  Cafpian,  in  cafe  a  war  fhould  prove  ine- 
vitable ;  becaufe,  faid  he,  that  there  were  al-> 
ready  troops  enough  to  defend  the  kingdom 
of  Aftrachan  againft  fcny  number  of  enemies ; 
efpecially  confidering  that  provifions  of  all 
kinds  were  laid  up  in  magazines ,  and  confer 
quently  no  foreign  army  could  fubfift  any 
time  without  they  had  provifions  from  their 
own  country.     The  Shach  then  queftioned 
him  about  the  progrefs  of  the  Swedifh  war  ; 
to   which  the  lieutenant  made  anfwer,  that 
the  Swedes,  having  loft  more  than  the  half 
of  their  veteran  army,  either  killed  or  pri- 
foners  in  Ruilia,  and  almoft  the  whole  great 
province  of  Finland,  were  f being  for  peace, 
and  many  of  the  greateft  potentates  of  Eu-   . 
rope  were  aflifting  to  get  the  Emprefs  per- 
fuaded  to  grant  a  peace  ;  therefore  he  doubt- 
ed not  that  peace  would  be  proclaimed  fbon : 
But  he  allured  the  Shach,  that  that  war  was 
of  no  bad  confequences  to  the  Ruffians,  as 
they  never  could  run  the  leaft  rifk  of  dan- 
ger from  fuch  impotent  enemies ;  but  add- 
ed, that  it  ferved  to  train  their  men,  as  the 
Swedes  were  juftly  efteemed  very  regular 
gallant  troops. 

The  Shach  having  fatisfied  his  curiofity,  as 
far  as  he  judged  neccflary,  commended  the 

officer, 
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officer,  made  him  a  very  conliderable  pre-* 
Cent  in  money,  and  told   him  that  he  had 
no  defign  againft  the   Empire  of  Ruffia  : 
That  he  bad  inarched  his  army  fo  far  north 
an  hopes  of  being  ftirnUhed  with  proviiion* 
ibr  ready  money  from  the  inhabitants  of  Cir~ 
caffia  :  But  finding  that  Circaffia  was  in  no 
.condition  to  provide  for  Co  great  numbers  of 
troops,  he  was  refolved  to   return   fouth- 
wards,  and  take,  another  opportunity  of  pu- 
#    nifliing  the  Degaftan  Tartars,  who  had  fa 
audacioufly  rebelled  againft   him ;  though, 
by  the  bye,  they  were  fo  far  from  imagi* 
ping  diat  they  could  be  deemed  rebels,  that 
they  defied  the  Sbach  to  (hew  an  inftance 
that  a  majority  of  them  had  ever  acknowl- 
edged any  fubje<9ion  to  the  Empire  of  Per- 
lia;  nay,  laft  year  it  is  certain  that  many 
of  their  Princes,  at  their  own  defire,  wepe 
taken  under  the  protection  of  Ruffia,     The 
lieutenant,  having  ended  his  commiffion,  recei- 
ved letters  from  Major  Chan   the  Shach's 
Grand  VHier  to  the  government  of  Aftra- 
<chan,  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  off  couriers 
to  his  ambaflador  at  St  Peterfburgh  to  ao 
•quaint  alt  concerned  of  the  Shach's  peace- 
able difppfition,  and  intreat  the  Emprefs  to 
give  orders  for  her  Governor  in  Aftrachait 
to  fend  two  or  three  (hips  loaded  with  meal 
for  the  fupport  of  his   army  at  Derbent* 
whither  he  proceeded  in  all  hafle,   as  they 
were  almoft  (tamed  with  hunger  and  fro- 
zen 
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ten.  to  death  with  cold  in  that  barren  eoun* 
try. 

Many  f*idf  and  tt  *k  not  Altogether  im- 
probable, that  this  plan  pf  the  Shaohfe  march*' 
iog  'fttddealy  down  to   Agrachan,  and  of 
the  declaration,  as  has  been  above  taken  no- 
tice of,  **as  privately, agreed  upon  betwixt 
tfie'tfiach  and  the  Governor,  to  give  a  pre- 
tertoe  for  fending  off  fotne  provifions  for  the 
r€#efof  his  army,  in  order  fo  eafily  to  be 
quit  of,  and  remove  to  a  great  diftanpe,  Co 
turbulent  a  neighbour ;  «for  the  lieutenant 
no  fooner  arrived  in  Aftrachan  than  ttye  Go* 
vernor,  altogether  coopary  to  the  advice 
of  his  cownfd,  gave  onders  for  one. great 
(kip  co»load  immediately. provifions  ftfr'Der- 
bent-     Hefent  off  a  courier  to  the  cabinet, 
acquainting  them  of  all  he  had  done,  ■  and 
reprefentifig,  in  his  own  way,  the  neceffity 
of  taking  upon  hirnfelf  to  a<fk  in  thi9  man- 
ner ,  m  order  fo  eafily  to  get  quit  pf  fo 
formidable  andfaithlds  anf  eflcxpy,.  and  *de- 
manfded,  that,  what  he  had  already  been 
obliged  to  do,  from  pure  neceffity,  as  he  ailed" 
-ged,  might  be  approved   of  by  the  cabi- 
net :  -And,  as  he  was  privy  counlellor*  he 
humbly  offered  his  advice,  that  he  might 
have,  an  imperial  order  lent  him,  command- 
ing Mm  to  (end*  two  or  three  (hips  more,  to 
enable  the  Shach  to  remove  his  army  farther 
dill  front  the  borders. of  Aft  rachan  :  Obferv- 
Ingthat  lie,  the  Governor  would  take  tare, 

a  that 
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that  the  Shach  (hould  never  have  any  great 
{lore,  of  provifion  at  one  time,  but  be  kept 
at  very  fhort  allowance  ;  and  alfo  that  if  he 
the  Shach  did  not  begin  to  march  bis  troops 
foon ;  in  that  cafe   to  *>rder  him   to  witb- 
draw   all  afliftance.     He   obferved   that    it 
would  be  a  means  to  get  rid  of  a  moft  dan* 
gerous  potentate,  and  at  the  fame  time,   k 
could  not  fail  to  enrich   the  Ruffian  mer- 
chants in  Aftrachan.     Thus  gilded,  the  pill 
was  greedily  fwallowed  by  the   cabinet.      A 
flaming  order  was.  brought,    commending 
and  approving  of  every  thing  TatifhofF  had 
done,    and.  granting  all  his  demands ;  gi- 
ving him  ftill  a  power  to  art,  upon  the  moft 
prefling  neceffity,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  reafon :  But  that,  whatever  he  did, 
he  ought,    without  loft  of  time,  to  make 
known  to  the  cabinet,  fubfcribed  by  him- 
felf  and  the  other  great  officers  belonging  to 
the  government  of  Aftrachan.     The  Gover- 
nor having  got  all  that  he  defired,  exulted 
^greatly,  efteeming  every  one  in  the  govern- 
ment little  elfe  than  fo  many  ufelefs  men* 

1  imagine  that  four  or  five  (hips  loaded, 
only  with  coarfe  meal  of  wheat,  a  fack  of 
which,  in  Aftrachan,  was  to  be  bought  for 
three  {hillings  and  nine  pence  Sterling,  or 
eighty  copeaks  Rufs,  and  in  Derbent,  the 
merchant  received  ready  cafli  twenty  five 
and  twenty  fix  rubles  per  fack  :  This  Was  a 
.very  extraordinary  profit,  by   which  many 

poor 
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pom:  merchants  gained  very  great  fortunes :  > 
Although  it  was  commonly  believed  that  the 
Governor  alone  got  the  tialf  of  all  the  mer- 
chants profits,  befides  fome  unknown  pre- 
ferns,  probably  not  inconfiderable  from  the 
Shach.  One  evening  late,  I  went  into  his 
room  to  enquire  about  his  health,  and  found 
htm  giving  directions  to  his  fervants  to  fill 
or  pack  a  finall  cheft  with  quilted  pieces  of 
felt,  every,  one  of  which  was  very  heavy, 
and  as  large  as  the  bottom  of  the  cheft.  The 
cheft  being  filled  full,  was  made  faft,  fealed, 
and  directed ,  to  his  daughter  in  Mofcow, 
and  when  it  was  removed  into  the  fledge, 
two  very  able  men  found  difficulty  to  carry 
it.  Thefe  tran factions  were  done  To  openly  r 
that  I,  not  then  acquainted  with  that  part 
of  the  Great  Peter's  regulations,  defired  one 
of  the  principal  merchants  to  take  a  (malt  v 
fum  of  f pare  money  I  had,  to  buy  meal  to 
be  fent  for  my  intereft  to  the  Perfian  camp ; 
but  was  anfwered,  that  it  was  greatly  againft 
the  regulations  for  any  officer  to  trade,  and 
highly  puniflb^ble:  I  obferved  to  him  the 
Governor's  practice,  which  he  feemed  to 
make  no  fecrct  of :  He  faid,  that  the.  time 
aught  come  when  he  the  Governor  might  re* 
pent  that;  altho'fbr  the  prefent,  he  might  e- 
fcape:  However  that  time  never  happened.  I 
(hall  make  an  end  of  this  chapter  by  acquaint- 
ing the  reader  that  Kouli  Khan  or  the  Shach 
repa^ed  fouth  between  ihe  feas  and  moun- 
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tains  towards  the  Moghn  defart  before  win* 
ter  camfc  on,  having  done  much  h&rtn  tb 
bleeding  Perfia,  efpecially  the  provinces  T 
have  been  in,  without  ntajring.aiiy  folid-  01? 
real  acquisition, '  at  the:  great  etfpence  of 
totbre  than  eighty  tfcouftnd  of  his  ,owrt 
tfoops,  concerning  whbfn  I  (hall  fay  no  more 
at  prefent ;  referring  what  ThilVe  to*  fay  to 
a  more  prober  opportunity,  when  I  ftiall  give 
a  brief  account  of  the  mdft  material  fcr&nfr 
pftiojis  of  this  wonderful' man  ! 


CHAP-     X, 

Concerning  the  Operations  of  the  SivediJbWaf 
and  of  the  Peace  concluded  this  Tear. 

THE  fir  ft  operation  which  we  had  notice  of 
this  yeair  was!  thfe  taking,  of  the  Ufend  of 
Aland  from  the  Swedes*  and  their  taking  of  is 
Again  frohi  the  Ruffians,  The  xxixfa  is,  thaf 
this  iiland  was  left  without  any  foldiecs  to 
defend  it,  alnd  dohiequentfy  eafily  tkkeri 
with  a  fmall  riunhber  of  men,  nor  did  the 
Swedes  offer  an^  rdfiftance,  wifely*  confider- 
ing  thab  oppofition  woirid  have  been  d* 
cauie,  pofflbjy,  of  their  ufter  deftrtuftien, 
without  the  fmaUeft  advantage  to.  their  mat 
tive  country  :  However,  the  Swecbte  fettt  t 
foperior  force,  and.  without  much  difficulty 
isgained  Alap-d.    Tire  Swedish  aftny  lay 
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encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  thegu!ph,aiuL 
many  provifipnrvefTels  for  the  fuppqrt  of  thatt 
army  l*y  in  a  gulf,  or  rather  fmall  hay.  Ge- 
neral Keith  then  commanded  the  RuJBaQ  ar~- 
my.     The  Ruffian*  fleet  was  rajt  39  yec  arri-> 
v*d,  and  poftfequendy1  tho  ar^iy  cpuld  do 
llttk;  a*  they  haduo  veffcb  either,  t*>  grotofc 
or  elborc  them.;    Every  pcrfon  knpws-  that 
this  Aland  lies  ill!  the  mouth  of  the  great 
Bothnick  gulf,  and  therefore  would  have  been, 
of  cofflfid&raUe  advantage  to  the  Ruffians, 
had  they  kept  pofleffion  of  it,  for  keeping 
their  magazines,  and  fafety  for  their  trans- 
ports, if  the  war;  had  been  <?acried  on  with 
Yigdmr  thfr  year1 ;  but  bo«h<  the  Ruffians  and 
Swedes  expe&ed  that  peace  would  be  fboi* 
agreed  to  ;  and  therefore,  it  h  very  proba* 
We,  that  the  Ruffians  did.  not  pro&eute  tb? 
war  with?  all  their  wonted  vigour,  especially 
as  a  congrefe  toas  fitting  at  Abo,  and  paany 
of  the  tntfft  potent  northern  princes  had  fcnt 
tbeir  minifters  to, Abo  to  Jiffift  at  this  gobt 
grefi,  in  order  to  get  a  pes&sp  oanetaded,  ap 
much  to  the  fatisfa&k>ft  of  both  Rations  as 
the!  nature  of  things  could  admit  of:.  Frcnp 
att  which,  and  from  what  I  banre  been  told* 
vvt.  That  Aland  waa  conquered  o&ly  by  a 
ftvir  trrogtflar1  troops,  a&d  therefore  wa*  th? 
fooner  re*tak«*.  by   the    Swedftb    regular 
troop* ;  for  General  Keith  1/va»y  with  hid  ar- 
»y,  oil  the  weft  of  Abo,  and  eon&qtiently 
at  too  great  diftflnce  tet  prot£&s{ny  petty  ad- 
vantage 
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vantage  the  irregular  Ruffian  troops  might 
take  of  the  enemy.  This  defcent  was  al- 
together unknown  to  that  general,  till  all 
was  cffe&ed ;  for  the  irregulars  very  fre- 
quently, for  the  love  of  plunder  and  forage, 
make  wide  extended  Tallies,  altogether  un- 
known, to  the  chief  commander  ;  and  altho' 
they  are  often  reproved,  and  fometimes  pu- 
nched, yet,  in  the  main,  the  generals  wink 
at  it  for  many  reafons. 

They  have  orders  fo  to  do,  chiefly  for 
thefe  following  reafons :  All  the  irregular 
troops  are  either  Coflacks,  Kalmucks,  or  o~ 
ther  Tartars,  who  border  on  Turkey,  Perfia, 
and  other  principalities,  and  confequently  a 
wife  government  never  will  attempt  to  treat 
{uch  men  with  rigour,  for  fear  of  a  revolt. 
The  Coflacks  acknowledge  fubje&ion  to  the 
Empire  of  Ruflia,  and  are  Christians  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time,  live  chiefly  by  their  own  laws, 
and  infift  upon  their  liberties,  which  the  reft 
of  the  fubje&s  of  Ruflia  know  nothing  of. 
The  Kalmucks  acknowledge  no  fubje&ion, 
but  only  live  under  the  protection  of  Ruflia. 
They  are  barbarous  to  a  great  degree,  but 
yet  they  muft  be  treated  with  great  lenity  ; 
for,  if  they  do  not  incline  to  leave  their  own 
country,  the  whole  force  of  Ruflia  is  not  able 
to  oblige  them,  nor  even  their  prince,  unlefs 
with  the  approbation  of  their  (eniors,  of 
which  there  are  a  great  number,  fome  of 
which  are.  lords  ovpr  five  or  -fix  tjjouftnd 

fighting 
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fighting  men ;  with  whom  the  Khan  dare 
not  differ,  unlefs  he  is  certain  of  a  very  great 
majority.  The  other  Tartars  are  fome  of 
them  declared  fubje&s  of  Ruffia,  but  under 
fubje&ion  of  their  Murzas,  ai^d  others  only 
acknowledge  protection,  but  deny  any  man- 
ner of  fubje&ion.  For  thefe,  and  many  o- 
ther  reafons,  the  Ruffian  general*  are  obliged 
to  behave  with  great  prudence  to  thefe  wild 
people,  whom  they  never  punifh  except  for 
crimes,  which  are  acknowledged  to  be  fuch 
by  their  own  chiefs. 

The  Swedes  had,  as  I  was  well  informed, 
a  very  refpe&able  body  of  men,  ftrongly  en- 
camped near  Helfingfors,  protected  on  the 
fea  fide  by  two  very  large  praams  and  other 
veffels,  as  well  as  tr&nfports,  in  a  bay  defend 
ed  by  an  ifland.  They  were.fo  ftrongly  for- 
tified, that  the  Ruflians  did  not  think  proper 
to  attack  their  camp*  but  fortified  them- 
(elves,  and  apprOachdd  very  cifcumfpeftly. 
The  Swedes  were  plentifully  fuppfied  with 
all  manner  of  provifiorts,  brought  by  fea  in- 
to a  fmall  bay  on  the  rijght  of  the  SwedUh 
army.  Many  tranfports  lay  loaded  in  this 
bay,  defended  by  two  large  praams,  (fuch 
veflels  were  defcribed  formerly)  the  largeft 
mounting  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon. 
Count  Lacy  had  returned  to  St  Peterfburgh, 
leaving  the  command  of  the  army  to  his  ho- 
noured friend  General  K^ith.  A  congrefs 
was  at  that  time  fitting  in  Abo  not  far  di- 
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ftant,  and-  General  Rottianteoff  was  the  prin- 
cipal commiffioner  from  Ruffia*  AVhen  they 
little  expe&ed  any  hews,  they,  were  alarmed 
with  a  dreadful  cannonadipg,  and  not  know- 
ing-the  cadfe,  couriers  being  difpatched  fjora 
"both  'fides,  all  -the  accounts  JRomantzotiF 
coiild  git was  dtily,  that  it  was  fame  fbheme 
<af  General  Keith's;  but  they  could  learn,  at 
that  time,  Nothing  elfe.  At  this  General 
RemantzofF  exprefed  great  fathfa&ion,  4and 
laid  to  the  ^wedifiiiommiflioners;  -that  if 
they  would  not  inftantly  implicitly  agree  to 
his  propo(Ms,<heditn  would  be  at  Kbercy  to 
change  his  moderate  deniaiid*  }  at  the  feme 
jtime,  tefiing  them,  'that  he  was  morally 
certain  that  the  fcherae  of  General  Keith's 
would  -  turn  out  to  the;  glary  of  the  Ruffian 
arms  ;,  for,'  fafcl  he,  Kekh's  fchemes  rfever  fail- 
ed of  fuccefs.  T3iis  was  thehonourable  opi- 
nion one  general  in  chief -had  tf  another! 
The  noife  of  cannon1  lafttfd  npt  long,  till  all 
was  quiet,  arid  then  they  were'  informed  that 
General  Keith  obferving  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  proceed :  farther,  without  great 
bloodshed,  until  they  could  become  matters  , 
*>f  this,  bay  y  fent  orders  to  the  commander  of 
the  Ruffian  gallies,  that  next  morning,  by  the 
break  of  day,  he  Xhoold  order  two  or  three 
of  the  gallies  to  advance  into  a  fmall  gut  of 
xleep  water,  and  there  remain  till  farther  or- 
ders :  The  commander  returned  anfwer,  that 
the  general's  orders  were  impracticable  ;  but 
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the  general  fent  a  feednd  order,  and  ftrength- 
ened  it,  by  letting  him  know,  that  if  he  made 
any  objections  to  bis  fecond  order,  his  fecond 
in  command  had  his  pofitive  orders  to  put 
him  tinder  confinements  be  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  if,  with  great  circumfpe&ion  and 
fecrecy,  he  obeyed  not  the  orders  upon  which 
the  fafety  of  the  whole  army  might  depend* 
The  general  had  ordered  proper  veflels  to  be 
loaded   with  fuch  things  as  were  neceflary 
for  the  execution  of  his  projeft  in  fume  co- 
vered creek,  altogether  out  of  view  of  the 
Swedes :  and,  when  it  turned  dark,  he  de- 
livered the  command  of  the  army,  with  pro- 
per inftru&ions,  to  his  fecond  in.  command, 
and  went  on  board  the  aforefaid  tranfports, 
which  he  dire&ed  to  be  rowed  to  the  ifland 
with  the  grcateft  fecrecy.     The  ifland  lay 
in  the  mouth  of  the  bay  ;  on  the  one  fide  it 
was  very  deep  water,  fit  to  fwim  any  veflel, 
but  impartible  on  the  other,  even  by  boats* 
The  praams  were  ftationed  as  batteries  to 
hinder  any  (hip  of  war  from  getting  .into  the 
bay :  But  the  Swedes  had  never  fortified  the 
ifland*  believing  the  praams  fufficient  to  fcour 
the  whole  ifland,   which  was  covered   over 
*ith  coppices  and  reeds.     The  general  not 
only  landed  on  this  ifland  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  cannon  and  other  warlike  inftrumente 
and  ammunition,  but  railed  a  good  battery 
in  the  night  time,  upon  which  the  fuccefs  of 
his  projedl  depended. 

R  Next 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


130         VOYAGES     and 

Next  morning,  the  Swedes  obferved  fome 
of  the  Ruffian  gallics  to  row,  directing  their 
courfe  towards  this  ifland,  and  not  knowing 
what  intention  they  might  have,  they  caufed 
both  the  praams  to  warp  into  the  before- 
mentioned  deep  paflage,  either  to  prevent 
their  paffage  into  the  bay,  or  their  landing 
on  the  ifland.     The  largeft  praam,  called  the 
Hercules,  fufpe&ing  no  danger,  took  her  fta- 
tion  oppofite  to  the  Ruffian  hidden  battery, 
at  a  very  inconfiderable  diftance  from  it,  and, 
when  they  were  making  difpofitions  to  pre- 
vent the  operations  of  the  Ruffian  gallies,  the 
battery  fired  upon  them  moft  unexpectedly*, 
fuddenly  covering  the  Hercules  with  hand- 
granadoes  and  (mall  bombs,  which  prefeatly 
put  an  end  to  their  fighting  ;  and  fcarcely 
had  the  Ruffian  granadoes  done  all  their  ex- 
ecution, when  a  body  of  brave  men  made 
themfelves  matters  of  this  praam,  which  very 
foon  filenced  the  othqr  ;  upon  which  all  the 
tranfports  in  the  bay  became  a  prize  to  the 
Ruffians.     The  want  of  provifions,  no  pro- 
fpeft  of  fupplies  getting  to  them,  and  an  im- 
poffibility  of  retreating,  forced  them  to  capi- 
tulate, by  which  diey  obliged  themfelves  to 
evacuate,  in  a  limited  time,  the  province  of 
Finland  ;  but  the  preliminaries  of  the  peace 
w.ere  ratified  at  this  time,  which  put  an  end- 
to   the   war,   and  it  was   haflened   by  Mr 
Keith's  mafterly  and  decifive  operations. 
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By  this  peace  the  Radians  obtained  all  th^ 
Finland  territories  e^ft  of  the  gut  pr  river 
Keyniene,  and  thi?  was  declared  to  be  an  e- 
ternal  peace  and  friendship  between  the  Ruf- 
fian and  Swedifh  nations ;  in  conference  of 
which  Prince  Adolph  Frederick  adminiftra- 
tor  of  Holitein  find.  Bifhop  of  Lujbeck,  was 
declared  fucceflor.  ^o  th?  crown  of  jSweden. 
The  plenipotentiaries  figned  this  peace  on 
the  1 6th  day  of  June,  and  having  been  ap- 
proved of  by  the  ftates  of  Sweden,  it  was 
proclaimed  in  Stockholm  on  the  ?oth  &me 
nqnth*  Though-  it  caufed  an  univerfal  joy 
to  the  more  fenfible  men  in  Sweden,  yet  the 
wild; ,  barbarous  Dak^rlians  raited  ibnac  di- 
jfturbabf  e  in  Stockholm  j  for  a  body  of  be- 
tween four  and  fivejhoufand  of  them  afTenj- 
Wed;  and,  having  approached  near  the  city, 
the  Kk\g  went  himfelf  to  them,  and,  in  the 
rood  friendly  manner,  adviied  them  to  re- 
tarn  into  their  own  country,  which  tjiey  pro- 
mifed  to  do  ;  yet  nofooner  was  the  King  re- 
turned to  his  palace,  than,  in  a  very  rude 
manner,  they  entered  Stockholm,  and  feized 
upon  fix  pieces  of  cannon  ;  and,  at  laft,  their 
boldnefs  grew  to  fuch  height,  that  they  fired 
upon,  wounded,  and  killed  fome  of  theKing's 
men.  Notwithftanding  all  this,  the  good 
old  King,  hoping  to  fave  the  lives  of  many 
of  his  fubjects,  fent  to  them,  and  ufed  all 
friendly  means  to  get  them  to  return  to  their 
duty ;  but  at  laft,  feeing  every  attempt  faiL  ' 
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cd,  the  King  ordered  his  guards  to  march  a-> 
gainft  them,  and  ftill  unwilling  to  clo  great 
execution,  only,  as  was  faid,  one  piece  of 
cannon  being  fired  amongft  them,  killed  40 
and  wounded  many.  This  had  the  defired 
cffed;  they  threw  down  their  arms,  and  call- 
ed out  for  mercy ;  however,  three  or  four 
-hundred  were  taken  into  cuftody  to  be  tried 
for  their .  outrages . 

On  the  1 6  th  July,  Lieutenant-general  Bo- 
denbrock  was  beheaded  ;  but  Count  Lowen- 
hopt  fuifered  only  on  the  30th  of  that  month, 
occasioned  by  the  nobility's  ufing  all  their 
intereft  for  his  pardon,  and  in  the  mean- 
while his  making  his  efcape  out  of  prifon  ; 
but  he  was  unfortunately  taken  by   fome 
brutal  captain,  juft  as  he  was  going  on  boartl 
a  Chip,  cloathed  in  a  failor's  drefs  ;  and  not- 
withftanding,  it  was  faid,  that  the  whole  bo- 
dy of  nobility,  and  privately  the  King,  uftd 
their  utmoft  intereft  and  policy  to  get  him 
faved,    this  could  not  be  effected,   as  it  was 
pppofed  by  the  clergy  and  peafants, 
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CHAP.     XL 

Concerning  the  different  sfjfairs  and  Anecdotes 
which  happened  during  the  Courfe  of  the 
Tear  1743.  !  ; 

THE  firft  thing  worth  dbferving  this jtear 
is  a  memorable  ecKt,  ordering  an  ge- 
neral officers  to  pay  twenty  per  cent,  of  their 
Salaries,  and  thofe  of  the  medical  faculty  fif- 
teen per  cent.     The  generals  paid  it,  and  I 
had  no  obje&ion.     I  do  not  know  how  it 
could  happen  fo  generally,  but  fo  it  really  did 
happen,   that  the  greateft  part  of  the  physi- 
cians and  furgeons,  not  jointly,  but  feparate- 
ly,  petitioned  their  chancery,  imploring  the 
Emprefl's  lenity,  reprefenting  the  hardfhips 
which  they  had  fuffered  through   the  war, 
their   being  foreigners,   and  the  diftrefs  it 
would}  caufe  them  who  had  families  to  pro- 
vide for,  to  pay  fuch  imj>6fition,  which  only 
was  incumbent  upon  the  natives  of  Ruffia,and 
the  moft  wealthy.      This  had  the  effeft;  for 
every  one  belonging  to  the  Ruffian  fervice, 
whether  in  the  army  or  in  the  fleet,  did  pay 
their  appointed  proportion,  except  thofe  be- 
longing to  the  faculty  ;  for  which  thanks 
were  due  to  Count  Leftoig,  who  effeflually 
reprefented  the  hardfhips  put  upon  that  ?e- 
fpe&able  body  of  men  under  his  directions. 
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The  royal  family,  who  were  kept  in  cufto- 
dy  at  Riga  in  Livonia,   to  which  city  they 
were  fent,  after  having  been  captivated  by 
the  Emprefs   Eiifabeth,  were  very  unfortu- 
nate this  year  ;  for,  in  the  month  of  January, 
they  being  at  that  time  confined  in  the  ci- 
tadel  of  Riga,    but   not    clofc,  nor    rigo- 
roufly  looked  after,   three  hundred  of  the 
guards  were  the  troops  who  were  appointed 
to  take  care  of  them*  it  feems  Prince  Erneft 
Ulrick  began  to  he  uneafy  under  his  confine- 
ment.    It  was  laid,  that  he  had  exprefled 
himfelf  to  his.Princeis  in  the  moft  pathetic 
manner,  propoiipg  to  make  his  escape,  with 
thopes  foon  to  relieve  her  and  her  young  fa- 
mily,  to  which  fi*e  would  not  agree,  rather 
chufing  death  than:  a  ie  pa  ration  from  him. 
Determined  however,  he  drefled  himfelf,  un- 
known to  her,  in  woraea's  cloaths,  paflcd  the 
guards  without  fufpicion,    and   walked  to- 
wards the  wall  next  die  river,  which  is  net 
high.  (A  defcription  of *his  city  willhe  given 
afterwards,  when  I  relate  my  travels  in  thefe 
countries.)     He  had   fbarcely    readied    the 
place  where  he  defigncd  to  get   oyer,  .when 
he  was  overtaken  and  feixed  by  the  guards, 
who  had  the  only  information  of  his  efcape 
from  his  own  Princeis,  who,  as  was  already 
faid,   coukl  not  tliink  of  living  without  Iris 
company. 

The  commander  of  the  guards,  not  know- 
ing how  to  behave  with  fuch  illuflrious  pri- 
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(oners,  applied  to  Field-marfihal  Count  Lacy 
for  dire&ions,  who  fent  them  all  to  the  ftrong 
caftle  called  Dunamunde,  ficuated  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Dwina,  and  ought  pro- 
perly, according  to  the  meaning  of  the  Ger- 
mans, who  gave  it  this  name,  to  be  called 
Dwina-mundt  or  mouth.  In  this  caftle  this  il- 
luftrious  and  unfortunate  family  was  kept  but 
for  a  fbort  time,  when  orders  arrived  from 
Peterfburgh,  to  tranfport  them  fouthward  to 
a  caftle  called  Ivanburgh,  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  famous  Prince  Menzicoff,  fi- 
tuated  in  the  province  of  Veronitz.  They 
were  not  kept  very  long  there,  where  the 
Princefi  Anne  of  Mecklemburgh  died,  till 
they  again  were  tranfported  to  Oranburgh. 
They  were  likewise  kept  but  a  (hort  time 
there,  when  they, were  again  tranfported  to 
fome  tfland  in  the  White  Sea.  The  above 
account,  which  I  have  given  of  that  unfor- 
tunate iHuftrious  family,  I  do  not  fay  is  abfo- 
fotefy  true,  but  I  can  aver  that  this  is  what 
has  been  whifpered,  as  it  were,  to  me,  and 
was  faid  to  be  true  ;  for,  in  thefe  times,  it 
was  moft  dangerous,  fo  much  as  to  mention 
any  thifcg  belonging  to  them.  They  never 
were  fpoken  of  but  amongft  true  friends  ; 
nor  did  I  ever  hear  any  thing  more  about 
them,  except  the  melancholy  accounts  we 
lately  were  informed  of  by  the  news-papers, 
too  hard  for  me  to  recite,  and  too  cruel 
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for  any  Chriftiaii  to  believe,  were  the  clear* 
the  too  clear  proofs,  not  extremely  evident  ! 
A  plot  was  difcovered  this  year  in  July 
at  St  Peterfburgh,  which,  though  I  can  give 
a  very  true  account  of  it,  I  could  wifli  that  I 
could  have  been  held  excufed  ;  and  only  be- 
caufe,  in  my  opinion,  it  throws  a  dark  veil 
over  the  general  good  opinion  men  had  of 
the  tender  fentiments  of  the  late  Emprefs 
Elifabeth  ;  but  my  promife  to  give  a  true  ac- 
count of  whatever  I  knew,  obligeth  me  to 
give  the  following  narration  of  barbarity  and 
cruelty,  for  a  crime  very  black,  if  true,  but, 
in  many  countries  in  Europe,  the  proofs 
would  not  have  been  fufficient  to  incarcerate 
them,  far  lefs  punifh  them.  Mr  Falkenberg, 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  formerly  adjutant  to 
the  late  Admiral  Gordon,  was  the  perfon 
who  difcovered  this  plot,  which  was  in  the 
following  manner :  After  Admiral  Gordon's 
death,  which  happened  in  the  year  *74r, 
this  perfon  was  appointed  to  do  his  duty  in 
the  fleet  as  lieutenant ;  he  was  mafter  of,  and 
tinderftood  well,  all  the  European  living  lan- 
guages, and  therefore  was  very  proper  for 
being  a  firft,  or  adjutant-general  to  a  com-* 
mander  in  chief  of  the  whole  navy  of  Ruffia, 
who  never  exadUy  underftood  the  language, 
nor  could  neither  read  nor  write  it.  Many 
tranfadions  happened  in  the  fleet;  of  no  bad 
confequence  to  the  Empire,  nor  to  the  general 
good  of  the  navy  •  but  purely  perfonal,  to 
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private  officers,  fuch  as  fending  them,  cori- 
trwy  to  the  regulations  of  the  Empire,  to 
dHUnt  place*,  and  Upon  hard  duty*  when  it 
was  not  their  office,  qui;  of  courie,  and  when 
Others  ought  to  have  been  appointed,  and 
jlrobably  for  taking  bribtos  to  got  them  ejtcu- 
fed  by  the  admiral;  During  the  admiral's 
lifetime  no«otipe  wsts  taken  of  this  practice; 
Jrot  after  his  death  many  complained  to  the 
board  of  admiralty,  not  againft  the  admiral, 
but  againft  Faikenberg,  holding  him  only 
guilty.  Every  one  was  f  ery  certain  that  fre- 
quently the  admiral  did  not  know  any  thing 
ftf  thefe  affairs,  which  he  had  entrufted  Fal- 
kenbcig  with,  which  is  too  often  the  cafe  in 
all  country  Falkenberg  was  in  St  Pe- 
-terfburgh  at  this  time,folliciting  the  admiralr 
ty  about  fome  affair;  and  as  it  neceflarily  coft 
him  all  his  attention  to  make  friends  there, 
Where  he  had  not  been  a  little  blackened,  he 
Was  glad  of  all  opportunities  of  paying  his 
relfcofrs  to  any  of  the  great  men  in  the  ad- 
miralty, and  eifewhere.  Mr  Alexander  Zi- 
bin  was  general  commiflary  in  the  fleet,  a 
place  of  great  honour  and  truft.  He  having 
been  invited  to  dinner,  with  many  others,  at 
Lieut 4  Gen.  Lapuchine's  hotife,  took  Falken- 
berg  with  him,  dreading  no  ill  from  him,as  he 
imagined  him  to  be  very  knowing  and  an  ex- 
cellent table  companion9  which  indeed  he  was. 
After  dinner,  when  the  gentlemen  were  ta- 
king their  glafs,   the  difcourfe  happened  to 
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be  about  the  unfortunate  branches  of  the  roy- 
al family,  probably  too  warmly  commifera- 
ting  their  diftrefTes,  and  pointing  out  their 
good  qualifications,  and  rights  to  the  throne « 
Mr  Falkenbcig  did  not  join  in  this  difcourfe* 
but  rofe  from  the  table,  pretending  fome  Hid- 
den indifpofition,  immediately  took  poft,  and 
rode  ftraight  to  the  Emprefs,then  in  Peters- 
hoff.     What  he  faid  is  not  known,  but  upon 
his  information,  exprefles  were  fent  immedi- 
ately off  to  St  Peterfburgh,  and  the  Emprefs 
and  whole  court  drove  as  fuddenly  there  as 
was  poflible  ;  and,  for  the  greater  fecurity* 
Mr  Falkenberg  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in 
the  Emprefs's  own  coach.     The  following 
perfons  were  taken  under  arreft  in  the  mid  ft 
of  their  mirth,  moft  unexpectedly  :  Lieute- 
nant-general Lapuchinfe  and  his  Lady,  his 
fon  Lieutenant-colonel  Lapuchine,   and  the 
Countefs  Beftucheff,  Mr  Zibin,  Kneas  Puta- 
tin,  Ivan  Mofhkoff,  and  Madam  Lilienfield. 
They  were  inftantly  fent  to  the  caftle,  and  fen 
cured  in  different  prifons,   to  prevent  any 
communication.     Soon  after  this,  a  trial  was 
brought  on  before  the  following  judged,  viz. 
the  Inquifitor-general  Ufhakoff ,  Prince  Tru- 
betfkoi,  and  the  Privy-counfellor  Leftoig.      I 
was  informed,  and  believe  my  information  to 
be  true,   whatever  was  alledged  to  the  con- 
trary, and  expofed  to  the  world  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh,  that 
they  were  found  guilty  only  of  talking,  as  I 
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feud  above*  imprudently ;  for  after  their  in- 
quifition  and  trial  was  quite  over,  a  very 
great   heat   happened    to  rife   amongft  the 
judges  and  the  minifters  of  the  cabinet;  in 
which,  words,  fine)  perfona}  reflections,  al- 
together unbecoming  gentlemen,  efpecialjy 
qf  €0  high  md  diftingpifhed  a  rank,  happen- 
ed,  which  were  thp  beginning  of  animofity 
t>etween  Mr  BeftuchefF,  whole  fitter's  life  was 
at  ftake,  and  Privy-Couqfellor  Leftoig,  which 
never  ended  til}  Leftoig  was  banifhed.     Of 
?rfl  the  judges,  Leftoig,  a  Hanoverian,  though 
a  foreigner,   was  the  foremqft,  hot  only  re- 
quiring that  they  fhould  fijfFer  death,  but  the 
moft  cruel  death  which  the  laws  of  Ruffia  in- 
fli<3$  upon  any  criminals  ;  The  reft  of  the 
judges  were  abfolutely  againft  fuch  cruelty, 
but  agreed  with  Leftoig  thsjt  they  deferred 
to  die.     Mr  BeftuchefF,  finding  that  eafy  ar^ 
gumencs  would  h^ve  no  efFeft,  loft  his  pati- 
ence, and  with  it  part  of  his  reafon,  and  ob^ 
ferved  to  Leftoig,  in  a  jeering  ipaqner,  that, 
by  the  laws  of  Great-Britain,  furgeons  and 
butchers  never  weye  permitted  to  be  jury- 
men,  nor  fit  in  judgment  on  the  lives  of 
their  fellow-creatures.     Leftoig  had  po  pati- 
ence to  argue  calpily  with  the  grand  chancel- 
lor, or  retort  in  his  own  fatirical  manner ; 
but   at  once  called  the  chancellor  by  the 
worft  of  names,  and  fcarcely  could  be  kept 
from  plunging  his  fword  into  his  heart.  The 
chancellor,  very  angry,  and  highly  affron^- 

ed^ 
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ed,  retired  precipitately,  threw  himfelf  at  the 
Emprefs's   feet,     and  begged   that  juftice 
might  take  place,  Mid  that  l^ftfcig  might 
be  punifhfed  for  daring  to  threaten,  and  fa 
grofsly  affront  the  greateft  fnbjeft  ifl  RufiiA. 
The  Emprefi  obferved  to  the  chancellor,  that 
he   was   very   much  to  blame   to   talk   m 
fo   very  biting    a    manner    to   a   matt    of 
Leftoig's  known  ungovernable  paflion  i  but 
faid,  that  (he  Would  fend  fof  him,  and  order 
him  to  afk  pardon  of  the  gfatid  chancellor, 
and  get  peace  eftablifhed  between  diem ;  but, 
though    despotic,   (he   had   promifbd  mord 
than  (lie  could  perform ;  for  when  this  waa 
propofed  by  herfelf  to  Leftoig,  he  flew  mtq 
the  moft  unbecoming  paflion  :  Hfc  ackaow- 
ledged,  that  he  had  offended  her  Imperial 
Majefty,  only  by  imprudently  having  been 
forced  into  fuch  paflion  in  the  cabinet,  and 
threatening  one  whom  (he   had  honoured 
with  the  honourable  title  and  power  of  grand 
chancellor,  threw  himfelf  at  her  feet,  and 
implored  her   pardon,    which  very  readily 
was  granted :  He  then  rofe,  thanked  her  Ma- 
jefty  for  her  great  clemency  to  him,  but  faid, 
with   a   determined   countenance,   that  he 
fooner  would  fuffer  the  moft  cruel  death, 
than  fuhrait  to  afk  pardon  of  a  man  whom 
he  could4  not  efteem.     Upon  this,  the  Em- 
prefs  ordered   him  out    of  her  prefence  ; 
and,    though   Leftoig   retained    all  his  ho- 
norary titles,  and  alfo  his  power  in  the  me- 
dicine- 
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dScine-chaptefy,  yet  from  this  time  a  dark 

doud  hung  over  his  head,  which  at  kft,  in  the 

year  1748,  bUfft,  by  Beftu  chaff's  intrigues  * 

and  a  fecond  time  hurried  the  honeft,  foolifli, 

haftfy,  unfortunate  Lefto^g  into  baniflunent* 

die  only  man  who  had  placed  the  Emprcfs 

on  her  father's  throne.     I  (hall  only  add* 

that  ietitenee  of  the  mod  cruel  deaths  were 

pafled  upon  the  greateft  number  $  but  the 

Etaptefs  appointed  their  different  puinfli* 

ments  as  follow*  \ 

A  large  ftage  was  built  before  the  fenate* 
houfe,  upon  which  the  criminals  flittered,  on 
die  31ft  day  of  Auguft  1745,  in  the  follow- 
ing cruel  unbecoming   manner;    General 
Lapuchitte,  Ms  I#dy,  and  fon>  fhfibred  the 
painful   and  fliameful    puniftiment  of  the 
knout,  and  had  their  tongues  cut  out>  ass 
did   Countefs  Ai)n$  Beftucheff  the  grand 
chancellor's    iifter,      Iv^n    Mofhkoff,    and 
Kneas  Putatin  were  knouted,  and  Zibin  was 
shipped.     Madam  Lielienfield  was  retained 
in  ptifon,  as  lhe  was  with  child,  then  whip* 
ped,  an<^  all  were  fent  into  banifhment.     A 
few  more  were  deprived  of  their  honorary 
titles,  and  ordered  to  live  on  their  eftates,  as 
it  feeros  fufficient  proof  was  not  produced, 
and  only  their  connexions  with  the  above 
mentioned  criminals*  were  the  caufes  of  their 
cfi/grace.  Such  misfortunes  happen  frequent- 
ly in  Ruffia.  The  Countefs  Beftucheff,  when 
brought  to  the  place  of  punifhment,  had  a 

ribbon 
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ribbon  about  her  neck,  and  at  it  was  Jiangs 
ing  a  familyrpiece,  a  gold  crofs,  richly  befet 
with  diamonds,  the  impudent  executioner » 
(the  executioners  have  a  right  to  the  apparel 
of  fuch  criminals  by  the  laws  of  the  country} 
demanded  the  crofs  as  his  perquifite,  and , 
being  denied,  was  going  to  take  it  by  force* 
which  the  Countefs  would  not  part  with,  but 
with  her  life  ?  The  executioner  was,  by  the 
general  of  police,  ordered  to  defift,  and  to 
inflict  the  puntfhment  with  no  greater  feveriT 
ty  than  be  had  done  upon  others.  The  vil- 
lain, however,  when  he  cut  the  tongue,  drew 
it  as  far  out  of  her  mouth  as  he  could,  and 
cut  as  near  the  root  as  his  knife  could  peach, 
which  (bon  put  an  epd  to  her  miferabl?  life; 
for  (be  bled  to  death.  I  have  focpetimes  cotir 
verfed  with  people  who  have  undergone  this 
punifliment,  when  reftored  to  their  foitaer 
honoqrs,  which  happens  frequently  at  charir 
ges  of  government,  and  have  been  indulged 
to  fee  their  tongues  :  They  fpoke  very  intel- 
ligibly, having  only  loft  but  a  very  fpiall  p^rt 
of  the  point ;  but  then  the  executioner  is 
bribed,  and  the  officers  who  luperiotend 
thefe  difagreeable  punifhments  never  take  ^* 
»y  notice  of,  nor  find  fault  with  lenity. 

If  this  terrible  punifhment  had  not  hap- 
pened, nothing  could  have  made  me  believe 
that  the  Emprefs  Elifabeth  had  bad  any  (hare 
of  cruelty  in  her  foul  ;  as,  at  the  fame  time, 
(he  was  the  moft  magnanimous  political  good 
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Ptincefs  in  Europe,  or  perhaps  in  the  world* 
Had  (he  caufed  decollate  every  one  of  them,, 
I  would  have  entertained  a  greater  opinion 
of  her  mercy*  prudence  and  policy,  thaii 
fuch  rigorous  unheard  of  cruelty  will  permit 
me  to  do,  efpeciaUy  when  the  delicacy  of  the 
Ladies,  her  own  fex,  and  their  rank  in  the 
world  arc  confidered  !     It  ftruck  me  with 
amazement  when*  I  was  told,  that  the  Ladies 
were  brought  upon  the  ftage,  ftripped  naked 
to  their   petticoats,  and,    in  this  (hameful 
manner,     bung     upon    fome     fcoundrel's 
back,    and   knouted ;   afterwards,  ftill    ex* 
poled    naked,    to   have  their  tongues    cut 
out !      The  fubjefi  being  very  difagreeable, 
I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  it,  but  give  fome  ac- 
count of  Falkenberg.     He,  for  his  probity, 
was  made  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot,  by 
the  Emprefs's  pofltive  order  ;  but  he  did  not 
enjoy  this  honour  long,  if  at  all,  with  the 
leaft  iatisfadion*    When  he  joined  his  regi- 
ment, all  his  fubalterns  declined  having  any 
connections  with  him,  eicept  what  the  order 
of  duty  obliged  them.      In  lefs  than  fix 
months,  they  accufed  him  of  fome  crimes, 
of  which  it  is  hard  to  fay  whether  he  was 
guilty  or  not  t  He  was  put  under  the  moft 
ftrift  arreft,  and  orders  from  the  college  of 
war  were  frequently  repeated  to  bring  him 
to  a  trial  by  a  court-martial ;    but,  by  his 
ftill  and  cunning,  he  baffled  all  their  de- 
figns,    though  they  had  no  ihialler  man  to 
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fpur  them  on  and  proteft  them,  than  the 
Grand  Chancellor  Count  JJeftuehcfF* 

Wh*n  I  arrived  in  Riga  in  the  year  1749* 
I  was  fent  for  to  give  advice  about  Mrs  Fal* 
kenberg,  who  had  been  long  •  ailing,    but 
Would  not  go  till  I  wad  ordered  by  FieJd- 
marfhal  Count  Lady.     I  pitied  the  unfortu- 
nate Lady,  who  had  contracted  an  uncure- 
able  difeafe  by  want  of  exercife,  a  delicate 
conftitution,  and  grief;  for,  though  (be  was 
not  confined,  (he  riever  would  go  out  of  the 
houfe,   for  fear  of  her  hufband,  nor  would 
(he  permit  a  fervant  to  drefe  any  food  for 
him,  as  long  as  (he  was  able ;  but  (lie  had 
been  confined  to  her  bed  long  before  I  went 
to  Riga.     He  was  much  diflrefled  for  her, 
but   feemed  to  be  altogether  indifferent  a* 
bout  his  then  fitnation,  in  which  I  left  him 
in  the  year  1751-     My  vifits  in  that  houfe 
were  neither  frequent  nor  long  at  a  time,  for 
my  blood  was  like  to  freeze  all  the  time  I  was 
in  the  houfe.     I  never  could  look  upon  him 
but  with  terror,  well  remembring  the  horrid 
caufe  of  his  commencing  colonel ;  and  tho' 
he   was    very    complaifknt    to    me,    yet   I 
never  could  relifh-  his   company,  but   pre- 
tended bufinefs  to  be  gone,  as  foon  as  I  had 
given  fome  directions  about  his  Lady,  who 
deferved  much  better  fortune  than  to  have 
been  married  to  fuch  a  perfon. 

In  Ruflia,  it  is  as  dangerous  for  people  to 
be  in  the  company  of  any,   who  are  either 
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plotting  againft  the  government,  or  forming 
a  cKicourfe,  which  bat  fo  much  as  borders 
as  it  were  upon  treafbn,  or  can  any  way  be 
interpreted  treafonable,  without  immediate- 
ly accufing  the  people  of  the  company,  as  it 
is  for  thole  who  were  adually  guilty.   Now, 
whether  Falkettberg  accufed  thofe  unfortu- 
nate people,  for  fear  of  himfelf,  or  purely 
with  a  fordid  view  to  advance  his  fortune,  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  determine  ;  only,  I 
dare  fey,   that  his  reafons  for  a&ing  in  this 
manner  were  not  guided  by  prudence,  neither 
lhewed  he  the  leaft  goodnefs  of  heart*     Ma- 
ny times  have  I  heard  people  talk  about  ftate 
affairs,  Which  I  have  thought  extremely  dan- 
gerous ;  but  I  never  made  it  known  that  I 
had  taken  any  notice  of  their  difcourfe,  but 
abruptly  left  a  company,  when  1  fufpe&ed 
they  were  taking  too  great  liberties. 


CHAP.    XII. 

Concerning  the  Affairs    between  Sweden  and 
Denmark. 

THE  unfortunate  Swedes  had  no  fboner 
confirmed  peace  with  Ruffia,  than  they 
were  threatened  by  Denmark  and  their 
own  dHTaffe&ed  fubje&s,  many  of  them 
wanting  to  have  the  Prince  Royal  of  Den- 
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mark   declared  fuccefTor   to   the  good    old 
King.      Sweden   would   undoubtedly   have 
been   in  the  utmpft   danger,  had   fhe    not 
.been  powerfully  prote&ed  by  her  latfe  ene- 
mies the  Ruffians  ;  for  the  Danes  were  ma- 
king the  mod  formidable  preparations  in  their 
.power,  to  attack  Sweden  by  fea  and  land, 
from  Nonyay  and  other  parts.    Add  to  this, 
the  affiftance  which  the  barbarotis  Dalcarlians 
propofed  to  give  Denmark  ;  for  I  was  well 
informed,  that  great  bodies  of  thefe  people 
were  hovering  about,  all  armed,  in  readi- 
jneft  to  join  the  Danes.    Sweden  finding  hcr- 
felf  in  this  dangerous  iituation,  begged  for 
the  affiftance  of  the  Ruffians,  and  that  their 
late  conqueror,  General  Keith,  might  com- 
mand thefe  troops. 

The  Emprefs  having  refolved  powerfully 
to  protert  the  Swedes,  ordered  General  Keidi 
to  make  his  repair,  with  twelve  chofen  regi- 
ments, to  Stockholm,  and  aft  according  to 
the  inftrudlions  given  him.  He  loft  no  time 
in  tranfporting  thefe  troops,  and,  till  the  cold 
weather  drew  on,  encamped  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Stockholm.  At  that  time,  the 
Dalcarlians  were  hovering  about  ;  but,  ha- 
ving received  accounts  of  General  Keith's 
having  arrived  at  Stockholm,  they  did  not 
think  proper  to  advance,  but  retired  into 
their  own  inhofpitable  country,  without 
commencing  any  hoftility  :  But  there  were 
yeiy  many  difaffefted  throughout  all  Sweden, 
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in  Stockholm  itfelf,  in  the  diet,  and  in  the 
council :  However  at  laft  the  Bifliop  of  Lu- 
beck  was  declared  fucceffor  to  the  crown  of 
Sweden  in  prefence  of  the  old  King,  with 
very  great  folemnity.  The  Danes  feeing  all 
hopes  of  getting  the  Prince  of  Denmark  e- 
le&ed  to  the  throne  of  Sweden  at  an  end, 
and  that  wife  king  fenfible  that  he  would 
draw  againft  him  the  whole  power  of  Ruflia, 
which  would  endanger  the  fwallowing  up  of 
both  thefe  fniall  kingdoms,  thought  proper 
to  fufpend  la  profecution  of  this  war,  and 
finally  confirm  a  folid  peace. 

One  tranfaltion  happened  in  Stockholm, 
which  the  reader  may  not  be  difpleafed  to  be 
informed  of,  and  this  I  Jiad  from  good  au- 
thority. As  winter  approached,  the  general 
took  up  his  winter  quarters  in  Stockholm, 
and  its  neighbouring  villages.  At  this  time, 
the  citizens  were  in  rtiuch  the  fame  humour 
as  the  citizens  of  London  are  at  prefent,tho* 
their  national  affairs  were  in  a  very  different 
fituation.  The  Swedes,  that  is  to1  fay,  the 
SwedHh  mob,  no  doubt  headed,  underhand, 
by  many  of  their  principal  men,  defpifed 
both  their  king  and  government,  and  upon 
all  pecafions  fhewed  their  unreafonable.  dip- 
content.  Tho'  the  affiftance  of  the  Ruffians 
was  warmly  applied  for  and  obtained/  yet 
the/e  vermin  took  all  opportunities  of  af- 
fronting the  officers,  ahd  maltreating  the 
foldicrs.    The  general  had  reprefented  thefe 
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excefTes  properly,  but  could  only  obtain  po- 
lite  promifes.     It  was  wpll  enough  known 
that  both  the  lung,  fuceeflbr,  and  the  more 
fenfible  counfellors  were  very  much  grieved 
&t  thefe  outrages,  but  durft  not,  it  feems, 
fake  proper  means  to  reftore  order :  When 
they  were  at  the  height  of  their  mad  n els t 
one  day  as  the  general  was  returning  into 
the  city  from  a  vifit,  his  coach  was  unex- 
pectedly (topped  at  the  port,  and,  upon  en- 
quiring what  could  be  the  caufe  of  this,  was 
told  that  they  only  wanted  to  fearch  for  un- 
cuftomed    goods.        This    piece    of    info~ 
lence  finifhed  their  career ;  the  general  or* 
dered  one  thoufand  men  to  mount  guard, 
and  commanded  one  hundred  to  every  port 
in  the  city,  and  that  officers  and  foldiers 
fhould  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs,  ^nd  take 
their fleep  in  their  cloaths,  compleatly  armed. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  commanded  his  men 
to   feize   all  diforderly  people,  difperfe  all 
mobs,  and  repel  force  by  force.     The  Swe- 
difli  mob  looked  upon  all  this  as  a  bravado, 
and  inftantly,    as   it   were,    began    to    a£ 
femble  with  much  noife ;  but  the  Ruffians, 
foon   laid   hold  of  them,  with   very  little 
bloodshed,  or  difficulty  :  After   thefe  hot- 
headed fools  had  experienced  but  a  little  of 
the  Ruffian  difcipline,  they  defifted,  and  be- 
came very  fuddenly  and   unexpectedly  as 
peaceable  as  any  in  the  kingdom  of  Sweden. 
M^py  of  the  counfellors,  however,  looked  up- 
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jon  this  as  a  very  great  outrage,  and  obliged 
their  king  to  recjwe  the  general  to  defift.  To 
many  paper  attacks,  the  general  only  gave 
determined,  refolute*  clear,  reafpnable  aqr 
fwers ;  at  JaJft,  they  had  a  meeting  with  the 
general  in  prefence  of  the  king,  where  the 
general  had  an  opportunity  of  telling  them 
of  all  the  outrages  which  their  mad  citizen? 
had  committed  againft  the  Ruffians  ahoge- 
ther  unprovoked;  of  the  many  complaints  he 
had  made  about  thefe  excefTes,  without  hav- 
ing received  the  leaft  fatisfeftion,  and  conr 
cluded  by  alluring  them  that  he  (honld  take 
all  care  to  caufe  pupiih  any  of  his  foldiers^ 
who  might  be  guilty  of  any  fault  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Sweden  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  was 
determined  to  protect  and  do  juftice  to  his 
ibldiers  wherever  he  fbould  command,  fee- 
ing he  could  get  no  redrefs  from  them* 
It  vras  faid,  and  it  appears  to  be  true,  that 
whatever  the  general  did  was  extremely  a>- 
greeable  to  the  king,  though  policy  prevent- 
ed his  Majefty  from  pubUckly  acknowledg- 
ing it.  •  But  When  he  left  Sweden,  the  many 
prefents  he  got,  the  great  diftinguifbed  hcv- 
nours  the  king  and  his  fucceiTor  conferred 
on  him,  with  the  gracious  reception  he  met; 
with  from  the  Emprcfs  at  his  return,ferve 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  this. 

This  year  the  Caracalpake  Tartars  obtain- 
ed liberty  to  trade  with  the  people  of  Aftra- 
cban ;  But  they  never  came  into  the  city* 

and 
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and  encamped  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or 
ten  verfts  from  it,  where  the  Aftrachan  mer- 
chants and  Tartars  went,  but  I  never  was 
informed  that  their  commerce  was  of  any 
advantage.     Towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  they   decamped   and  returned  home- 
wards :    But  a  body  of  Kalmucks,  altoge- 
ther unknown  to  the  government  of  Aftra- 
chan, way-laid   them,  and  made  booty  of 
a  great  deal  of  their  cattle  and  merchandize. 
As  the  march  of  the  three  regiments,  be- 
fore taken  notice  of,  was  altogether  precipi- 
tate, no  proper  magazines  for  the  ufe  of  the 
hofpital  were  cftablifhed*.      Mr  Malloch,  as 
before  mentioned,  died  laft  year,  and  no 
principal  furgeon   having  as  yet  been   ap-, 
pointed  to  take  care  of  thefe  troops,  I  was 
ordered  to  overfee  them  and  alfo  the '  garri- 
fon,  which,  joined  to  my  proper  duty,  was 
very  fatiguing  to  me.     1  had  already  given 
in  two  petitions  to  the  government's  chan- 
cery reprefenting  the  extreme  neceffity  of 
the  fick  without  having  received  any  fatisfac- 
tory  anfwer ;  and  one  morning  as  I  entered 
the  governor's  hall  with  a  third  petition  for 
the  relief  of  the  fick,  and  another  to  be  fent 
to  the    Medicine   Chancery,  begging   that 
they  would  reprefent   thefe  affairs   to  the 
college  of  war,  and  alfo  to  fend  to  my  re- 
lief a  chief  furgeon  to  take  care  rof  the  army, 
I  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to   hear  the  go- 
vernor in  a  very  violent  paflion  at  fome  dra- 
goon 
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goon  officers,  for  having  loft,  as  hefaid,  by 
their  carelefsnefe,  three  horfes,  threatening 
that  they  (hould  pay  for  them.    I  waited  till 
he  had  done,  and  then,  in .  the  mod  refpeft- 
ful  manner,  went  and  prefented  my  petiti- 
ons ;  but  he  having  been  in  a  paffion  with  the 
officers,  gave  me  fome  difagreeable  anfwer, 
telling  me  that  he  never  had  been  fo  much 
plagued  before  this  with  any  of  the  pro* 
feflion.       I    anfwered    him    that    I   was 
engaged     in    a    very    troublefome    bufi- 
nefs,    which   properly  did   not   belong  to 
me  :  But  that  all  my  endeavours  to  cure 
people,  who  were  not  duly  provided  with 
proper   food,  would  prove   abortive,    and 
therefore  defired  that  he  would  caufe  fome 
other  take  care  of  them  :  At  this,  however 
reafonable,  he  {formed  not  a  little.     As  I 
was  confcious  of  having  faithfully  done  my 
duty  ever  fince  my  entering  into  the  fervice, 
and  efpecially  as  I  never  had  been  treated  in 
fuch  a  manner,  I  frankly  told  his  excel- 
lency that  it  ieemed  very  ftrange  to  me,  to 
have   heard  him  reprove  the   officers,  who 
were  prefent,  for  the  lofi  of  one  or  three 
hories,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  fall  into  a 
paflion  with  a  perfon  for  a&ing  up  to  the 
lenle  of  Peter  the  Great's  regulations.  I  up- 
on this  occafion  faid  a  great  deal  more,  not 
regarding  whether  he  had  ordered  me  under 
arreft  or  not ;.  for  I  fpoke  with  due  refpeft, 
and  only  reprefented  the  miferable  conditi- 
on 
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on  of  the  hofpitals  ;  and  when  I  had  dotie  t 
retired  very  well  (atisfied  that  I  had  cleared 
my  confcience.     In  about  an  hour's  time  af- 
ter this,  he  fent  for  me  to  the  chancery,  and 
there  told  me  that  he  had,  at  his  own  peril, 
appointed  a  captain  to  fuperintend  the  pro- 
vifions  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick,  and  to  a& 
there  as  commiflary,  and  had  appointed  him 
to  fee  that  every  thing  elfe  ufeful  for  their 
recovery  (hould  be  bought  up,  and  kept  in 
readinefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  put  an  order 
with  my  petition  to  the  ^ledicine-chancery 
into  my  hands,  telling  me,  that  fince  I  had 
got  all  which  I  demanded,  there  would  be 
no  need  to  petition  the  chancery.      From 
this  date,  affairs  went  on  very  well,  and  the 
fick  recovered  fo   foon,  that,  before  theif 
fur#e6n  in  chief  Mr  Pundt  arrived,  all  the 
hurry  and   confudon   was  over :    For  all 
which  care  and  exceffive  trouble  night  and 
day  I  only    received   from   the  Medicine- 
chancery  an  order,  telling  me  that  they  were 
well  fatisfied  with  my  care.  In  June  month, 
the  governor  (hewed  me  an  order  from  her 
Majefty,  amongft  other  things  commanding 
me  to  endeavour  to  recover  the  Khan's  fon, 
Prince  of  the  Kalmucks  :  He  was  a  boy  a- 
bout  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age,  exceffive- 
ly  fat,  and  of  a  very  bad  habit  of  body, 
his  head  was  all  covered  over  with  the  word: 
kind  of  the  pdkligo :   When  any  of  the 
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£cabs  were  raifed,  underneath  the  (kin  was 
all  like  a  hoaeiy-'cocab*.     1  hefitated  not  to 
£ky,  that  it  was  very  uncertain  whether  he 
was  curable,  but  I  fufpe&ed  a  fudden  cure 
inight  prove  his  death.  The  governor,  howe- 
ver, urged  a  trial  io  obedience  to  her  Maje- 
fty  ys  orden     As  he  was  a  man  of  great  learn- 
ing, good  {enfe+  and  r&albn,  I  begged  that* 
he  would  endeavour  to  hold  me  excufed  to 
her  Majefty,  considering  that  I  had  too  good 
reafon  to  (bfpeft  an  apoplexy  might  fncceed* 
This  he  promifed  to  do,  and  effe£ied  accor- 
dingly-   Softie  time  after  that,  another  order 
from  St  Peterfburghcommanded  that  I  Should 
attend  upon  him,  if  affiifited  with  ?tfly  other 
difeafe*     He  was  kept  in  a  pleafanfc  garden* 
not  far  from  my  hofpitaL     I  heard  nothing 
concerning  him  till  Qftober,  when,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  I  was  fent  for.     When: 
I  arrived  at  the  houfe,  I  found  him  in  an  in- 
curable apopk&ic  fit,  furrounded  with  forty 
or  fifty  priefts  finging  hymns  for  his  recove- 
ry, and  putting  up  their  prayers  to  heaven > 
»ot  doubting  of  their  potent  effeft.     I  was 
told,  that  thefe  very  people  had  been  attempt- 
ing to  cure  his  bead ;  and  that  they  had  ap- 
plied many  diings,   the  principal  of  which 
was  vitriol  and  verdegreafe.     Though  I  pro- 
gnofticated   his  death*  yet  I  dire&ed  all  the 
iielp  1  could  for  his  recovery,  without  fuc- 

U  *  ccfsj 

*  Cum  caput  immenfa  peXum  porrigine  n  in  git, 
Copia  farris  uti  frendentibus  edita  faxis^ 
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cefs ;    for  in  about  forty  eight  hours  he  ex- 
pired, to  die  laft  quite  infenfihle. 

One  day  about  the  middle  of  June,  I  was 
fent  for  by  the  governor's  orders,  to  vifit  a 
prifoner,  who  had  cut  open  his  belly  from 
the  falfe  ribs  to  the  fpine  of  the  ilion.     He 
had  done  this  with  a  blunt  little  knife,  which 
it  feems  had  efcaped  the  fearch  of  his  keepers  ; 
and  although  he  had  cut  quite  through  all 
the  tegumerfts,  yet  the  knife  had  only  made 
a  fcarcely  perceptible  impreflion  on  fome  of 
the  inteftines,.  whidi  fee  was  fupporting  widi 
his  hands.     It  feems  that  his  keepers  had 
wrefted  the  knife  from  him  before  he  could 
make  any  other  attempt.     As  no  delicacy 
was  to  be  ufed  with  fuch  patients,  I  iewed 
up  the  wound  with  a  large  and  ftrong  fkain 
of  filk  ;  and  as  the  fellow  prcffed  againft  me 
with  all  his  force,  endeavouring  to  break  the 
future,  I  entered  the needle  in  to  the  peritoneum, 
at  leaft  one  inch  on  each  fide  of  the  wound  : 
And  this  fellow  was  cured  by  the  application 
of  no  other  medicine  than  being  fomented  with 
a  little  corn  fpirits,  for  the  Ruffians  allow  of 
no  medicines  for  people  who  deferve  death ; 
and,  what  is  very  furprifing,  he  fuffered  the 
painful  torture  of  the  knout  about  fix  weeks 
after  this  happened. 

Though  out  of  time  and  place,  for  which 
I  beg  my  reader's  forgivenefs,  as  I  have  re- 
lated but  one  example  of  the  cruel  puni(b~ 
ments  in  Rtiffia,  I  forgot  to  mention  what 

happened 
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happened  in  Aftrachan  laft  year.  It  is  uni- 
versally known,  that  the  Emprefs  Elizabeth 
made  a  vow  not  to  let  any  malefaftor  be  pu- 
nifhed  with  death,  for  a  limited  time,  which 
flic  renewed,  and,  I  believe,  kept  till  her 
death.  The  governor,  TatHhoff,  got  early 
notice,  that  the  Emprefs  was  going  to  fend 
orders  for  that  purpofe  to  all  her  governors 
through  all  her  wide  extended  dominions. 
Tatifihoff  had  at  that  time  about  300  prifon- 
ers,  who  deferved  death  by  the  laws  of  Rufiia, 
they  being  either  robbers,  pirates,  or  mur- 
derers. So  foon  as  he  received  that  piece  of 
ufefiil  intelligence,  he  determined  inftantly  to 
clear  the  jails  of  €0  many  ufelefs  men,  who 
required  about  150  foldiers  to  keep  guard. 
He  therefore  ordered  five  gallowfes,  fuch  as 
that  at  Tyburn,  to  be  built,  fome  wheels  and 
gibbets.  In  the  mean  time  he  proceeded  in 
examining  and  reprieving  or  condemning, 
till  the  jails  were  quite  clear.  I  never  cared 
to  fee  mankind  put  to  death,  or  otherwifo 
cruelly  treated  ;  and  therefore  I  faw  only  fix, 
the  laft  of  that  great  number,  who  fuffered  at 
that  time ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  pf  my 
going  at  this  time.  I  was  well  afTured,  that 
one  of  thefe  pirates  had  confefled  voluntari* 
ly,  that  he  had  murdered  in  cold  blood  fix- 
teen  unfortunate  merchants,  amongft  whom 
were  many  Indians,  who,  it  is  well  known, 
being  worfliippers  of  fire,  never  attempt  to 
kill  any  creature ;  And  this  cruelty  he  exei> 
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died  as  a  piece  of  diver&m,  contrary  to  cii9 
prayers  of  all  his  wicked  brethren. 

The  Governor  could  not  help  afking  htm 
the  reafon  he  had  for  cxerciflng  fo  orach, 
cruelty  on  innocent  rtiert#  He,  thinking 
that  he  was  only  to  be  hanged,  anfwercd, 
that  every  one  had  their  own  different;  plea- 
lures,  and  that  was  one  of  his :  And  added T 
that  it  was  fo  much  his  favourite  one,  that, 
faid  he,  if  I  was  fore  to  be  hanged  alive  by 
the  ribs  ;  was  I  at  liberty,  and  had  the  fame 
opportunity  I  had  formerly,  1  would  do  what 
I  formerly  did.  Upon  this  the  Governor- 
pronounced  fentence  of  death  upon  htm,  or-r 
jdcring,  that  he  (hould  fuffier  by  being  hung 
up  alive  by  the  ribs,  and  flioqld  remain  hang- 
ing till  he  was  quite  dead.  This  ftory  was 
immediately  told  through  the  whple  city. 
When  I  heard  of  it,  I  doubted  not  that  I 
would  have  had  courage  to  have  feen  fuch  a 
monfler  puniflied,  if  it  were  poffible,  in  a 
txiore  cruel  manner,  and  therefore  refolved 
to  go.  The  officer  who  commanded  the 
guards  was  my  patient  and  acquaintance  j  { 
accordingly  walked  with  him.  The  Rufc 
tfans  have  no  fheriff,  any  officer  being 
thought  fufficient  to  fee  the  execution  per- 
formed. I  was  enclofed  by  three  rows  of 
foldiers,  together  with  their  officers,  a  fetf 
fpe&atbrs,  the  prieft,  malefaftors,  and  exe- 
cutioners. One  was  hanged,  two  loft  their 
beads  with  an  ax,  and  two  were  broken  by 
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fhe  wheel*  In  the  ordinary  way  j    but  thi* 
wretch,  who  was  referred  to  the  lift,  wkb» 
out  the  ffflalteft  iign  of  uneafinefs  or  fear, 
whole  dreadful  vifage  frightened   me    and 
feveral  others,   went  and  hid  him  himfelf 
down  upon  the  bark  of  a  tree,  and  with  hfc 
own  hand  pulled  tip  his  fliirt,  to  difcover  the 
ribs  on  his  right  fide*     The  executioner  im- 
mediately cut  through  betwixt  the  feventh 
and  eighth  rib,  as  near  as  I  could  judge  at 
the  diftance  ;   and  in  attempting  to  cut  be- 
tween the  ioth  and  i  rth  his  knife  broke  near 
die  point.     He  had  not  another,  and  was 
going  to  fend  to  the  city  to  have  this  repair- 
ed, when  the  malefadtor  called  out,  that  it 
would  take  up  too  much  time ;  adding,  that 
he  might  (harpen  it  himfelf ;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly agreed  to.     And  thus  (harpened 
ppon  a  rough  free  (tone,  with  it  he  perform- 
ed the  reft  of  the  operation  between  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  ribs,  and  then  took  a  large  hook 
fixed  to  a  rope  at  one  end,  introduced  it  in* 
to  one  wound  and  puttied  it  out  of  the  other 
near  the  point.     The  hook  was  ^perforated, 
the  hole  was  like  a  flit ;  into  this  the  execu- 
tioner introduced  a  piece  of  thin  iron  doubled 
at  its  fmalleft  extremity,  which  he  prefled  a- 
funder,  and  fixed  it  fo  that  it  rendered  quite 
impoffible  for  the  malefa&or  to  unhook  hitoi- 
felf.     During  this  long   painful  operation, 
the  malefaftor  made  no  figns  of  uneafinefs, 
Jnit  affifted  in  giving  directions.     The  rope 
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before  mentioned  was  run  over  a  pully  fixed 
at  the  end  of  the  gibbet ;  the  extreme  end 
was  held  by  one  of  the  executioners.  When 
all  was  ready,  they  pulled  him  up  hanging 
by  the  two  ribs  to  the  arm  of  the  gibbet,  let- 
ting about  one  yard  of  the  rope  remain  be- 
tween his  rihs  and  die  pully*  When  he  wa» 
pulled  from  the  ground  he  only  groaned, 
and  feized  hold  of  the  rope,  I  fuppofe,  to 
eafe  the  pain,  with  his  hand ;  and  railed  at  the 
government,  no  doubt,  with  a  view  to  ir- 
ritate the  officer  to  caufe  the  foldiers  (hoot 
him  :  But  in  this  he  was  deceived ;  for  the 
commander  having  appointed  proper  ccnti~ 
nels,  marched  home.  This  miferable  crea- 
ture died  on  the  third  day  ;  nor  would  the 
governor  permit  him  to  be  (hot,  which  Is 
fometimes  done. 

This  was  the  laft  execution  I  ever  faw  in 
Ruffia  ;  and  though  I  imagined  that  I  could 
have  with  pleafure  feen  fuch  an  abandoned 
barbarous  villain  torn  all  to  pieces,  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  defcribe  the  condition  I  was  in 
during  the  time  of  fo  terrible  punifhments  ; 
and  though  I  took  a  few  glafles  of  wine,  yet 
I  frequently  had  near  fainted.  It  was  im- 
poffible  to  get  out  of  the  ring  of  foldiers,  for 
they  were  prefled  hard  by  many  thoufand 
people  behind, 

CHAR 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


TRAVELS-  15* 

CHAP,    xin. 

Concerning  what  happened  remarkable  in  Rufid 
and  Jfirachan  during  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1744. 

RUssi  A  was  this  year  at  peace*  with  all  her 
neighbours ;  nor  did  many  things  worth 
notice  happen  in  the  empire  or  Aftrachan* 
Raffia  was  courted  by  the  belligerent  powers 
in  Europe  ;  by  the  Britifli,  to  aflift  them;  by 
the  French,  fince  they  found  that  policy  would 
not  allow  of  their  taking  their  fide  in  the 
quarrel,  at  lead  not  to  affift  their  enemies. 
The  minifters  on  both  fides  of  the  difpute  at 
Mofcow  did  all  chat  was  in  their  power  for 
the  intereft  of  their  refpe&ive  matters.  Ap 
hit,  word  was  brought  to  Aftrachan,  that  the 
Marquis  de  Chetardie,  tf  ho  had  been  greatly 
carefled  at  the  court  of  Ruffia,  ever  fince  the 
Errfprefs  Elizabeth  mounted  the  throne,  was 
fuddcnly  lent  out  of  the  country  by  the  Em- 
prefs's  fpecial  orders,  under  the  guard  of  a  fer- 
jeant  and  a  few  foldiers,  to  convey  Mm  over  the 
borders  ofRuflia,  in  a  limited  time;  and  to  take 
care  that  he,  (Chetardie)  got  leave  to  fpeak 
with  none  till  he  was  out  of  the  empire  j  faid 
to  be  occafioned  by  his  treafonable  practices 
againft  the  perfon  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  ; 
concerning  which  a  refcript  was  fent  to  all 
die  foreign  ambafladors  at  that  courts  dated 

the 
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the  6th  of  June.  This  was  as  ftrange  as 
fudden  ;  nor  did  I  hear  any  rational  account 
of  it  till  I  arrived  in  St  Peterfburgh  in  the 
year  1 748.  If  the  following  account  is  true, 
which  I  believe  is  nearly  fo,  fcarcely  any 
hiftory  can  give  fuch  another  of  fo  jpiich  le- 
nity for  fo  hainous  crimes,  as  was  (hown  tills 
Marquis.  He,  before  this,  had  received  many 
very  diftinguUhed  marks  of  the  Emprefs'shigh 
and  lingular  efteetp,  befides  many  very  va*- 
i liable  pfcefents,  beyond  any  ever  conferred 
Tipo«  any  former  foreign  minifter.  He  was 
honoured  with  the  Emprefs's  pi&ure,  which 
he  wore  upon  his  bread  fet  round  with  very 
rich  and  valuable  jewels*  He  was  alfo  ho- 
noured with  the  order  of  St  Andrew,  adorn- 
ed with  many  diamonds  of  great  value,  fuf- 
pended  by  a  chain  of  gold,  ornamented  with 
themoft  brilliant  jewels*  The  iad  time  he 
arrived  in  Raffia,  though  in  a  private  cha- 
racter, and  no  ambaflador,  I  was  weH  aflii- 
red  that  he  was  received  at  Riga  with  honours 
only  due  to  a  crowned  head  ;  and  had  the 
expences  of  his  journey  magnificently  de- 
frayed by  the  Empref* ;  and  now  he  was 
difmifled  under  the  cuftody  of  a  ferjeant,  a 
prifoner,  for  two  of  the  worft  crimes  in  the 
world,  treafon,  and  the  blacked  ingratitude. 
At  this  time  the  Emprefs  (hewed  the  mod  re- 
markable lenity  to  one  of  the  VSleft  wretches, 
when  compared  to  the  extreme  feyerity  to 
her  own  fubje&s  for  only  unguardedly  (peak- 
ing* 
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ing,  as  was  taken  notice  of  formerly :  Which 
indeed,  not  unreafonably,  rendered  tier  cen-  • 
furable  by  knowing  men* 

The  following  is  the  account  I  had  from 
different  people,  in  which  they  all  agreed. 
Whilft  Marquis  Chetardie  was  in  the  very 
height  of  favour,  his  palace  was  fuddenly  be- 
fit with  300  foldiers,  his  papers  were  feized, 
and  he  was  kept  a  fbn€t  prifoner  for  three 
days ;  daring  which  time  he  did  not  (hew  a~ 
vy  gecatnefs  of  foul  j   e  contra,  very  great 
woknefs;  probably   felf-condemned  by  his 
pwn^nfeience,  and  expecting  the  punifli- 
mkm  which  he  well  deferved.     The  ftory  is 
thisr:  Marquis  Chetardie  had  engaged  fome 
of  the  Emprefs's  fubje&s,  not  only  to  de» 
throne  her,  who  had  loaded  him  with  ho- 
noun,  but  to  murder  her  In  the  moft  cruel 
manner,  by  burning  her  and  the  court,  by 
letting  fire  to  the  palace,  which  was  built  of 
wood ;  for  which  execution  he  had  engaged 
forty  wretches  to  perform  that  piece  of  dia- 
bolical villainy  in  the  night-time.     This  pa- 
lace was  in  the  country,  diftant  about  two 
verfts  from  Mofcow.  Forty  men  were  a&uatly 
fdzed    in  one  night   by  the  guards,  and 
plenty  of  combuftible  compofitions  was  found 
upon  them,  which  could  be  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe.     An  ambafTador  from  a  court,which  t 
fhatt  not  iiame,  though  it  cannot  be  efteemed 
difrefpe&ful  cm:  diihpnourable  either  to  his 
country  or  to  hirafelf,  difcovered  this  plot  by 
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means  of  his  fervant,  a  Frenchman,  who 
was  his  valet  de  chambrc.  The  ambaflador 
came,  after  fome  time,  to  underftand  that 
the  court  of  France  were  in  pofTeffion  of  all 
his  fecret  tranfadtions,  as  foon,  at  leaft,  if  not 
fooner,  than  his  own  court.  Being  a  man 
of  good  fenfe,  and  great  refalution,  he  could 
fufpeft  none  of  his  fervants,  except  the 
Frenchman.  He  called  him  into  a  room  at 
a  diftance  from  the  reft  of  his  family,  and 
there  threatened  to  put  him  to  death,  if  he 
did  not  only  confefs  his  fault,  but  tell  him  e- 
very  action  he  had  done.  The  poor  wretch, 
afraid  of  inftant  death,  knowing  that  his 
matter  would  have  put  his  threats  in  imme- 
diate execution,  fell  at  his  feet,  and,  amongft 
other  things,  told  him, 

That  Cbetardie  had  promifed  him  five 
hundred  ducats,  and  already  had  partly  paid 
him  the  money,  in  order  to  get  his  fecrets. 
In  order  to  do  which,  he  one  day  had  a  pro- 
per opportunity,  and  took  the  impreffion  of 
the  key  of  his  mailer's  cabinet,  where  all  his 
principal  papers  lay,  upon  a  piece  of  wax, 
by  which  means  he  got  a  key  made,  which 
opened  that  repofitory  ;  which  he  then  pro- 
duced :  He  faid,  that  when  his  matter  went 
abroad,  which  was  frequently  the  cafe,  he 
had  copied  all  his  papers,  unperceived  by  a- 
ny  of  the  family,  and  delivered  them  to  the 
marquis  or  his  fecretary,  and  alfo  the  keys 
5>r  cyphers  to  his  letters :  He  faid,  that  he 

was 
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was  always  treated  with  great  refpeft  by  the 
marquis  and  his  family,  and  that  frequently 
they  fpoke  before  him,  without  any  reftraint, 
many  of  their  fecrets,  and  gave  his  mafter 
at  that  time  Ibme  inftances,  which  he  knew 
to  be  true. 

Upon  this  information,  his  mafter  granted 
him  his  life,  and  agreed  to  pay  him  one  thou- 
land  ducats,  if  he  could  get  at  fome  fecret 
doings  which  he  knew  the  marquis  was  a- 
bout  at  that  time  :  The  valet  promifed,  and, 
in  a  few  days  thereafter,  difcovered  the  hor- 
rid plot  of  burning  the  palace,  of  which,  he 
fitid,  amongft  many  other  pieces  of  intelli- 
gence, he  was  preparing  to  fend  off  advice 
to  his  correfpondents  in  Paris  that  day.  I 
was  told  that  the  ambaflador  afliired  his  va- 
let, that,  if  this  piece  of  intelligence  proved 
true,  he  would  caufe  pay  him  the  thoufand 
ducats,  but  if  falfe,  he  fhould  fuffer  death. 
The  Frenchman  difcovered  upon  this  occa- 
fion  no  figns  of  fear,  though  he  was  locked 
up  in  a  ftrong  cellar,  till  the  truth  was  dif- 
covered. 

The  ambaflador,  then  ill  of  the  gout,  gave 
proper  notice  to  Count  Beftucheff  the  grand 
chancellor,  &nd  required  that  all  fecrecy 
fhould  be  kept,  and.  that  the  guards  fliould 
be  alert,  and  Teize  all  fufpefted  perfons,  e- 
fpecially  in  the  night-time  :  By  this  means, 
thefe  forty  perlbns  above-mentioned  were  ac- 
tually fetzed  in  one  night,  which  put  a  (lop 
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to  any  other  attempt,  as  their  accomplice* 
were  all  difcovered,  with  Cbetardie  at  the 
head  of  them.     It  ttas  faid,  that  he  alio  de- 
manded  that  the  grand  chancellor  fluould 
fend  off  &  trufty  courier  to  intercept  die  mef* 
fenger  which  M.  Chetardie  had  dispatched 
for  Paris.     Mr  Beftucbeff,  for  fome  rcafons 
unknown*  did  not  think  proper  to  fend  any 
to  overtake  the  French  meflenger ;  but  fent 
proper  paflpojts  to  the  difcoverer  of  this 
hellifti  plot,  who  difpatched  a  trufty  meflen«* 
ger  to  Overtake  the  Frenchman,  who;  he  un* 
derftood  at  the  poft-houfe,  had  left  Mofcow 
about  twelve  hours  before  he  fct  out:  He 
ppfted,  without  any  reft,  till  he  arrived  at 
Dantzick,  where  he  learned  that  the  French 
meflenger  had  gone  to  bed  for  the  firft  time 
fince  he  left  Mofcow.     The  other,  however, 
immediately  took  horfe,  and  rode  but  of 
Dantzick  into  fome  thicket  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  city,  and  there  waited  for  die  arrival 
of  the  Frenchman  ;  nor  did  he  wait  long  till 
he  made  his  appearance,  whom  he  intercept- 
ed, feized  his  papers,   and  made  the  beft  of 
his  way  to  Berlin,  where  he  was  furnifhed 
with  the  French  cyphers,  and  then  returned 
to  Mofcow,  with  foil  and  clear  evidence  of 
that  villainous  treachery. 

Then  it  was  that  the  marquis's  hottfe  was 
f unrounded  with  foldiers,  who  fufpefted  no 
harm ;  all  his  writings  were  feized,  and  all 
Correspondence  with  others  cut  off.     In  this 
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iniferable  condition,  not  knowing  what  was 

to  be  his  fase,  he  refrained  three  days,  in  the 

greatcft  anxiety,   which  he  could  not  help 

discovering.     At  laft,  he  was  made  acquaints* 

ed  with  the  Emprds's  pteafure,  which  was; 

that  he  was  to  be  lent  from  Mofcow  in  24 

hours,  efcorted  by  a  ferjeant  and  a  few  fol- 

diert  ;  that  he  was  to  pafs  the  borders  of  Rufc 

fia  in  three  days  after  his  departure  from 

Mofcow  ;  and  laftly,  that*  as  he  had  behaved 

with  filch  indifcretion,  to  call  it  no  worfe,  he 

was   deemed   unworthy  of  the  honour  of 

wearing  the  Empreis's  pi&urc,  which  was 

reffcored. 

Marquis  Chetardie  loft  no  time  in  giving 
off  all  his  affairs  to  Monfieur  Pallion,  and 
made  his  exit  from  Mofcow  with  the  greateft 
expedition;  nor  did  he  flop  till  he  was  in  Ri- 
ga, which  is  diftant  but  about  fifteen  verfts 
from  the  borders.  Here  he  begged  leave  to 
take  a  few  hours  reft,  which  the  ferjeant 
granted  ;  but  his  fkep  was  not  long  ;  for  a 
captain  of  the  guards  arrived  foon  after,  abd 
muffed  him  from  his  deep.  He  was  fent  to 
demand  the  order  of  St  Andrew,  which,  in 
the  hurry,  had  been  forgotten •  The  mar- 
quis, now  near  the  borders,  ftormed,  and 
fid  not  care  to  part  with  the  treafure,  which, 
be  faid,  he  efteemed  part  of  his  eftate.  The 
captain  faid  that  he  M.  Chetardie  muft  ei- 
iher  deliver  the  order*  in  the  fame  condition 
he  received  it  from  the  Etnprefs,  into  his 

hands ; T 

Digitized  by  vjUUv  I 


166        V  O  Y  AGES    and 

hands  ;  or  elfe  he  would  carry  him  and  it 
dire&ly  back  to  Mofcow  !  At  the  mentioning 
of  this,  the  marquis  hefitated  not  to  deliver 
the  order*  The  captain  took  only  the  or* 
der  and  ribbon,  but,  after  defacing  the 
workmanfhip,  he  reftored  to  Chetardie  all 
the  gold  and  ftones,  telling  him  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  had  no  orders  to  take 
any  value  from  him  ;  but  that  the  Em- 
prefs  would  not  permit  any,  (b  unwor- 
thy as  he  Was,  to  be  honoured  with  any 
badge  of  her  favour.  Monfieur  Marquis 
was  glad  to  get  away  fo  eafily. 

Few  treafonable  practices  of  the  like  na- 
ture I  imagine  have  ever  been  carried  on  in 
any  European  Court  with  impunity  :  But 
none  ever  efcaped  fo  well  as  this  moft  un- 
grateful marquis.  It  is  very  well  known 
that  the  Emprefs  beftowed  upon  him  many 
undeferved  favours,  and  diftinguilhed  him 
beyond  all  the  foreign  minifters.  For  all 
which  he  moft  treacheroufly  intended,  not 
only  to  have  her  dethroned,  but  put  to  the 
moft  cruel  death  j  and  yet  the  marquis 
was  not  puniflied  by  his  matter,  though  he 
Chetardie  bafely  traduced  her  character •  I 
was  told  by  people  who  faw  his  papers,  that 
he  had  wrote  fo  (candaloufly,  without  the 
leaft  ground  of  truth,  againft  the  Emprefs, 
that  one  out  of  ten  thoufand  ladies,  in  pri- 
vate, life,  never  could  have  forgiven  him. 
By  fo  doing*  his  court  loft  any  remains  of 

friendftup 
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friendfhip  which  they  had,  and  that  fo  uni- 
verfally,  that  it  was  really  dangerous  for  a 
Frenchman  to  walk  the  ilreecs  ;  and  the 
Britifh,  who  before  this  were  looked  up- 
on with  an  indifferent  eye,  were  now  in 
a  difldnguiflied  manner  univerfally  carefled* 
I  know  not  but  this  laft  treachery  of  Che- 
tardie's  laid  the  foundation  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded between  Great-Britain  and  Ruflia  in 
the  year  1745,  by  the  late  Earl  of  Hyndford, 
by  which  the  feafonable  fuccour  of  forty- 
five  thoufand  men  were  fent  to  the  affiftance 
of  Great-Britain  ;  who,  though  they  did  not 
march  farther  than  Prague,were  the  true  caufe 
of  peace  being  made  in  fb  great  a  hurry. 

I  took  no  notice  of  the  accufation  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Germany's  minifter  Marquis  de 
Botta  laft  year,  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia, 
becaufe  I  ever  looked  upon  it  as  falfe,  and 
doubt  not  that  it  was  contrived  and  carried 
on  by  the  wretch  Chetardie. 

little  elfe  happened  worth  relating  this 
year,  except  the  marriage  of  his  Imperial 
Highnefs  with  the  Princefs  of  Zerbft,  now 
the  reigning  Emprefs,  after  (he  had  publicly 
embraced  the  Greek  religion.  This  marriage, 
it  was  (aid,  was  extremely  brilliant,  and  gave 
the  good  Emprefs  Elifabeth  the  greateft  (a- 
tisfa&ion ;  for  (he  loved  her  nephew  with 
the  greateft  fincerity,  nor  could  any  thing 
have  given  her  Majefty  greater  fatis&ltioa 
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than  that  which  contributed  to  his  Imperial 
Highnefs's  well-being* 

At  Aftrachan,  early  in  the  fpring,  a  body 
of  Kalmucks,  unknown  to  the  Ruffians,  pair- 
ed the  Volga,  and  very  unexpe&edly  fell  up* 
on  the  Caracalpaaks,  making  many  priicmcrs, 
and  drove  away  with  them  many  thoufand 
cattle  of  all  kinds  ?  and,  altogether  unperoei- 
ved,  returned  into  their  own  country  before 
the  Caracalpaaks  could  affemble  a  body  of 
men  flrong  enough  to  make  head  againft 
them. 

The  Kalmucks  id  time  of  war  are  armed 
with  a  bow  and  a  quiver  full  of  arrows  of 
different  (hapes,  and  a  large  fbymitar*  Eve* 
ry  man  has  at  lead  two  horfes,  left  one  fhould 
be  rendered  ufelefc:  Thus  equipped,  they 
march  on  tilt  they  draw  near  to  their  ene- 
mies,, feeding  their  cattle  daily.  They  need 
neither  bridges  nor  boats  to  crofs  rivers,  for 
I  have  (een  thoufands  crofs  the  Volga  by 
fwinuning  their  cattle  ov?r  ;  if  any  of  them 
are  in  danger  of  being  drotoftsd,  they  let 
them  fhift  for  themfelves;  and  if  any  of  them 
die  in  the  depart,  or  are  rendered  unable  to 
march,  they  kill  them,  cut  them  in  pieces, 
and  give  a  piece  to  every  one  who  may  have 
need  of  it;  and  thefe  fick  or  dead  horfes  ferve 
them  for  provifioru 

The  Caracalpaaks  purfued  the  Kalmucks 
to  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  but  they  had  got 
clear  over  with  all  their  prifoners  and  plun- 
der 
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dcr  before  they  arrived.  Thp  Caracalpaaka 
applied  to  the  governor,  and  he  to  the  Prince 
of  the  Kalmuck*,  for  fatisfa&ion,  but  none 
could  be  given-  Donduck  pretended  he 
could  not,  after  all  the  pains  he  had  taken, 
diffcover  that  anyjbf  his  men  had  palled  the 
Volga.  The  Carqjbalpa&ks,  finding  that  they 
could  get  no  redrefs,  left  the  banks  of  the 
Volga,  and  returned  home,  where  they  re- 
mained quiet  all  this  rummer  ;  but,  fo  foon 
as  the  froft  had  rendered  travelling  on  the  ice 
iafe,  they  returned  in  the  winters  of  1 744. 
and  1745,  and  traverfed  the  Volga  between 
the  Cafpian  fea  and  Aftrachan,  killing  the 
old  and  young  poor  Kalmucks,  and  captiva- 
ting only  the  youth  who  were  healthy,  up- 
on the  banks  of  the  Volga  ;  for  Donduck 
had  retired  with  his  warriors  and  great  herds 
to  the  borders  of  Circaflia,  which,  as  was  for* 
merly  faid,  they  do  yearly.  News  of  this  irrup- 
tion and  devastation  having  been  brought  to 
the  governor,  and  of  the  country  where  they 
then  were,  he  ordered  three  hundred  dra* 
goons,  with  two  field-pieces,  two  thousand 
CoHacks,  and  about  as  many  Tartars,  to 
inarch,  and  endeavour  to  way-lay  them.  At 
tins  time  the  Caracalpaaks  were  on  the  weft 
branches  of  the  Volga  and  were  returning  eaft 
with  their  plunder.  The  Ruffians  marched 
ftraight  fouth,  and,  by  the  dire&fcm  of  their 
fpies,  came  up  with  them,  encamped  on  an 
Iftand  which  reached  to  the  Calpian.  Unfor* 
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tunatcly  for  the  Cafacalpaaks  they  lpft  a  day, 
treating  with  the  Ruffians,  in  which  time  the 
.  weather  turned  warm,  and  rendered  the  ice 
impaffible   fouthwards.      The   Ruffians    de- 
manded that  they  fhould  deliver  themfelves 
up  prifoners,  and  at  the  fame  time  take  care 
that  no  violence  was  offered  to  the  unfortu- 
nate Kalmucks,  who  were  made  prifoners  by 
them.    The  Caracalpaaks  did  not  relifh  fuch 
propofals,  and,  having  tried  in  vain  to  pafs 
over  the  ice,  they,  being  about  fifteen  thou- 
iand,   made  a  very  fudden  unexpected  at- 
tack upon  the  Ruffians,  and  a&ually,  brave- 
ly broke  through  them,  got  over  the  ice,  and 
fled  to  the  defart,  leaving  about  three  hun- 
dred Kalmuck  prifoners  fixed  to  their  horfes, 
by. tying  their  feet  with  cords  to  one  another 
under  the  horfes  bellies.      The  Ruffians  pur- 
fued,  without  having  time  to  look  after  the 
Kalmucks,  the  enemy  about  thirty  verfts  in- 
to the  defart,  without  making  many  prifon- 
ers, but  a  very  few  wounded.     At    their  re- 
turn, they  were  very  muchfurprized  and  grie- 
ved to  find  that  the  Kalmucks  had  not  only 
gone  away,  but  had  carried  fome  thoufands  of 
horfes,    camels,   and  other  cattle  with  them. 
The  Ruffian  horfes  were  quite  fatigued,  and 
confequently  could   make  no  proper   pur- 
fuit :  The  Coffacks  and  Tartar  horfes  were 
in  die  fame  condition.     The  Coflacks  and 
Tartars  had  loft  very  many, horfes  who  were 
feeding  on  thefe  iflands  which  the  Caracal- 
paaks 
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paaks  pafled  through,  and  the  villainous 
Kalmucks  made  no  manner  of  fcruple  to 
leize  them,  notwithftanding  that  their  pro- 
prietors had  juft  redeemed  them  from  perpe- 
tual flavery,  nor  could  they  ever  be  heard  of 
again. 

Some  hundreds  of  the  Caracalpaaks  were 
killed,  fome  wounded,  and  brought  to  Aftra- 
chan,  where  they  foon  expired,  no  care  ha- 
Ving  been  taken  of  them.  The  Ruffians  loft 
an  enfign,  run  into  the  right  eye  with  a  Ipear, 
and  four  or  five  dragoons  ;  one  ferjeant  loft 
his  arm  by  the  ftroke  of  a  fcymitar  ;  a  very 
few  of  the  irregulars  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  field-pieces  and  fmall  arms  deftroy- 
ed  the  Caracalpaaks  ;  but  our  men  were 
wounded  either  with  arrows,  f  pears,  or  fey* 
mitars,  and  fome  by  bruifes  from  the  horfes. 
It  was  remarkable  that  they  made  no  at- 
tempt upon  the  dragoons,  but  kept  at  as 
great  diftance  as  they  could,  and  made  their 
way  through  the  Coflacks  and  Tartars,  who, 
though  very  obftinate,  were  obliged  to  yield 
to  the  power  of  fuperior  numbers.  This 
aftion  put  a  check  to  the  inroads  of  thefe 
barbarous  Caracalpaaks  only  for  one  year ; 
for  they  are  irreconcileable  enemies  to  the 
Kalmucks,  nor  can  all  the  power  and  policy 
of  Ruffia  keep  peace  between  them.  Fre- 
quently have  the  Caracalpaaks  fu'pplioated 
the  prote&ion  of  Ruffia  ;  only,  I  firfpeft,  to 

amjLife 
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amufe  them,  whilft  they  intend  fome  aflault    a 
againft  their  enemies  the  Kalmucks, 


CHAP.     XIV. 

Concerning  what  happened  in  Afiracban  during 
the  Tear  1744, 

HAving  given  an  account  of  all  the  pub- 
lic affairs  which  happened  this  year,  i* 
Remains  only  tq  take  notice  of  what  proper* 
ly  happened  in  Aftrachap,  which  I  (hall  do 
ts  briefly  as  poflible*  In  the  month  of  May, 
our  governor  was  taken  ill  of  a  very  danger- 
ous petechial  fever,  from  which  he  had  great 
difficulty  of  efcaping,  yet  he  not  only  reco? 
vered,  but  gained  a  better  (late  of  health  than 
he  had  experienced  for  fome  years  before } 
and  I  got  a  very  baodfome  prefent  for 
the  care  I  took  of  him.  The  g^ntlepiep  of 
the  army,  who  indeed  had  no  great  reafon 
to  love  him,  were  much  difappointed  at  his 
recovery,  and  made  no  fecret  of  faying  fo. 
Jle  was  very  weak,  when  foijie  diforder  in 
Circaffia  obliged  him  to  call  a  council ;  but, 
\t  feems,  he  for  once  was  over-ruled  by  them, 
This  disappointment  had  very  nigh  caufed  a 
jelapfe;  However,  having  recovered  his  tem- 
per,, he  reprefented  all  his  grievances  to  St* 
fceterfburgh.  What  anfwer  he  got,  I  know 
not,  nor  any  thing  about  the  affair j  onlyf 
one  day  Mr  Pundt  and  I  were  fummoned  to 
qppesjr  immediately  in  the  caftle.    When  we 
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came  into  the,  govwior's  prefence,  the  aflef- 
for,  commandant,  and  one  fecretary  were 
prcfeot ;  The  governor  put  into  our  hands 
an  order*  commanding  us  to  prepare  three 
dofes  of  poifon,  each  of  which  (hould  be  fufc 
ficient  to  kill  a  ftrong  man.     I  flared,  and 
never,  1  think,   was  fo  confounded  in  my 
lifetime,  and  for  fome  time  unable  to  fpeafc 
one  word.    My  colleague  was  very  little  bet* 
ter.    The  governor,  obftrving  our  great  fur* 
prize  and  difquierude,  defired  us  therefore 
to  go  and  confult  together,  telling  us  at  the 
feme  time,  th^t  this  was  by  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty's  pofitlve  orders,  and  (bowed  us  five  or 
fix  (beets  of  paper,  all  wrote  over,  figned 
by  the  Empreft,  but  he  did  not  point  out  ar 
ny  place  making  mentiQii  of  the  poifon.  I  de*. 
fired-  Mr  Pundt  to  retire,  and  coniult  what 
was  to  be  done ;  for  it  fignifkd  little  to  ar- 
gue with  the  governor ♦     Mr  Pundt  had  not 
the  refolution  which  I  was  happily  endued 
with  :  He,  I  dare  fay,  was  a  very  good  man, 
but  was  of  fuch  a  timorous  difpofition,  that 
he  would  have  fubmitted  to  caufe  prepare 
fome  poifon,  agreeable  to  the  governor's  de- 
(ire,  if  I  had  not  powerfully  oppofed  it.     I 
put  him  in  remembrance  of  Peter  the  Great's 
regulation,   commanding,   under  the  pains 
of  death,    that    none  (hould    prepare    or 
give  poifon  to  any,  or  by  any  great  man's 
order.     I   then  hinted  at  the  bold  and  bad 
character  which  die  governor  had  acquired 
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thro*  all  Rufiia  ;  and  therefore  concluded, 
that  little  truft  was  to  be  put  in  his  aflevera- 
tions,  fo  much  unlike  the  merciful  difpofition 
and  good  will  of  the  Emprefs  to  all  men.  I 
obferved  to  him,  that  although  I  well  knew 
many  poifbnous  minerals  and  vegetables,  as 
well  as  animals,  yet  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
pra&ice,  and  confequently  our  plea  would  be 
good  and  honourable  to  plead  ignorance.  I 
obferved  to  him,  that  though  we  were  en- 
joined to  keep  fecret  thefe  orders,  that  might 
proceed  from  the  fear  the  governor  might 
be  under,  that  fuch  inhuman  practice 
might  be  difcovered,  yet  if  the  Emprefs 
had  any  knowledge  of  this  affair,  it  would 
have  been  more  agreeable  to  her  well-known 
fagacity  and  wifdom,  to  have  caufed  prepare 
that  diabolical  poifon  in  St  Peterfburgh 
by  the  direction  of  her  own  phyficians, 
where,  no  doubt,  all  kinds  of  medicines 
were  to  be  had  in  abundance,  than  fend 
orders  for  that  ptirpofe  to  a  remote  place, 
where  neither  proper  medicines  were 
kept,  nor  a  ceipainty  of  being  able  to  get 
qualified  mfcn  fit  for  preparing  it.  I  ufed 
many  more  arguments,  but  concluded  with 
faying,  that  it  was  not  impoflible  that  it 
might  be  intended  againft  the  Emprefs  her- 
ftlf  and  fome  of  her  miniftry  ;  that  I  was 
determined  to  plead  ignorance,  and  refolved 
rather  to  fuffer  death  for  not  doing  harm  to 
any  man,  than  to  do  an  aftion  damned  by 
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God  and  man,  and  againft  the  very  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  nation, which  we  had  both 
fworn  to  obferve  with  the  greateft  honour. 

In  fhort,  I  prevailed  upon  Mr  Pundt  to 
agree  with  me  in  a  report,  repreienting,  in 
few  words,  that  we  engaged  to  ferve  the  em- 
pire, by  contributing  what  we  could  for  thfc 
recovery  of  any  of  her  Majefty's  fubjefts,  or 
others  put  under  our  care ;  but  denied  that 
we  could  have  any  idea  of  engaging  to  ferve 
in  any  other  capacity,  and  far  lefs  in  a  way  of 
which  we  frankly  confefTed  our  ignorance,  and 
confequently  demonftrated  the  impoffibility. 
With  a  report  of  this  kind  w$  went  to  the  gover- 
nor, who,  in  place  of  receiving  us  kindly,  fell 
into  a  dreadful  rage,  calling  us  rebels,  and 
threatening  us  with  deferved  death  for  difo- 
bedience.     Fundt  was  at  once  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  infenfibility,  as  if  thunder-ftruck,  or 
petrified ;  the  red  colour  fled  from  his  face* 
I  was  determined  to  fwim  through  this  fea  of 
bitternefs.    I  indifferently  told  the  governor* 
that  no  government  who  retained  the  lead 
fenfe  of  honour  and  equity,  could  punifh  a 
man  for  being  ignorant  of  that  which  he  ne- 
ver profefled :  That  this  was  truly  my  cafe ; 
and  that  I  neither  could,  nor  confequently 
would  alter  my  refblution.     Then  the  go- 
vernor (poke  to  us  in  a  more  friendly  man- 
ner, ufing  all  his  fubtile  arguments  to  get  us 
to  confult  again  abcfut  this  helltfh  affair,     I 
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imagine  men  are  glad  to  get  a  little  time  to 
refleft  upon  the  confequences  of  dangerous 
affairs  :  This  was  at  leaft  my  cafe*  I  there- 
fore defired  Mr  Pundt  to  go  and  reconfider 
every  thing  j  at  which  the  governor's  coun- 
tenance brightened  not  a  little*  And  at  the 
fame  time  I  hefitated  not  to  acquaint  the  go- 
vernor, that  it  would  hare  been  more  proper 
to  have  appointed  the  field  apothecary  for 
fuch  an  affair,  whofe  profeffion  made  him 
more  fit  than  we  could  be,  as  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  daily  practice  of  making 
all  kinds  of  compounds.  He  upon  this  gave 
orders  to  Mr  Magdeburgfc,  a  very  ingenious  a- 
pothecary,  and  who,  I  imagined,  never  would 
have  fubmitted  to  any  thing  of  that  kind  ; 
becaufe  I  efteerrted  him  a  very  good  kind  of 
man*  At  our  meeting,  Mr  Magdeburgh  was 
leized  with  an  univerfal  tremor,  and  declared 
his  ignorance.  But,  what  furprized  me  much, 
he  faid,  that  he  had  orders,  and  was  ready  to 
difpenfe  any  kind  of  medicine  we  ftiould  de- 
mand* Mr  Pundt  and  I  both  argued,  that, 
by  his  oath,  and  the  meaning  of  the  funda- 
mental regulations  of  Peter  the  Great,  he  was 
bound  to  let  no  poifonous  medicine  go  out 
of  his  (hop,  more  efpeeially  if  he  knew  k  to 
be  fuch.  In  fhort,  the  apothecary's  unftea- 
dy  fearful  difpoiition  forced  me  to  leave  off 
arguing,  and  fly  to  my  former  friendly  argu-  m 
Jpent,  ignorance  ;  and  by  this  I  did  abide. 

Dinner 
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iHn&ef "tlfte  was  now  come  the  fecond  day, 
and  oar  fiftal  refblution  was  to  be  given  into 
the  chancery  at  five  of  the  clack  afternoon* 
I  no  fo^ner  went  home,  than*  hi  place  of 
eating  my  dinner*  went  to  bed.  I  confcfs  I 
never  was  Co  vexed  in  my  hfe-time  >  nor 
tkirft  I  unbofom  my  breafb  to  my  wife,  or  a- 
ny  other,  ftcrecy  being  the  principal  article 
Jii  the  order :  However,  I  defigned  not  to 
rife  from  ray  bed  rill  this  weighty  affair  was 
over.  Mr  Pundtfeht  to  defire  my  attendance* 
He  wai9  atifwered,  that  I  was  lick.  He 
then  came  to  me,  fait  down  on  my  bed-fide, 
and  having  (hut  the  door,  weeped  like  a  child. 
After  much  difeourfev  he  contented  to  do  any 
dung  which  I  fkould  agree  to,  and  would  nrge 
nothingefte.  Upon  this  I  left  my  bed,  and  wrote! 
two  letters,  one  to  a-trufty  friend  in  St  PeterG- 
burgh,  another  to  Lord  Tyrawly,  then  Britifh 
amto&flador  at  the  eourt  of  Ruffia,  reprefenting 
thefe  affairs.  A  third  was figned  by  us  both,  and 
directed  to  Count  Leftoig,  general  director  of 
medkalaffairs.  Thefe  letters  we  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  a  trufty  friend,  to  be  fent  off  to  St 
Pfeterfburgb,  if  we  were  arretted.  Then  wc 
made  out  a  fliort  report  to  the  governor,  do- 
ckring  our  ignorance,,  and  the  impofiibility 
of  obeying  his  order.  We  went  both  together 
to  deliver  k ;  and  I  can  fay  witto  truth,  that, 
whereas  formerly  my  foul  was  difturbed  and 
agitated  like  a  raging  fea,  now  I  was  quite 
cafen,  and  rather  joyful:  Nor  did  I  much 
<are  for  the  confequence,  nor  fear  it.     As  we 
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were  going  to  the  caftle  gate,  I  (never  can 
forget  it),  and  not  dreamingany  harm,  hap- 
pening to  caft  my  eye  on  a  monument,  upon 
the  top  of  which  were  fixed  upon  fpikes  four 
heads  and  fome  hands  of  malefadtors  j  in 
the  exultation  of  my  foul  at  my  fortune,  I 
faid,  Mr  Pundt,  take  notice  of  thefe  head*; 
Who  knows  but  yew's  and  mine  Qiay  have 
the  honour  to  be  placed  there,  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  governor  ?     He  looked,  and  was 
feized  with  a  tremor  and  ftupidity,  which 
did  hot  leave  him  foon.     I  was  extremely 
lorry  for  my  indifcrcet  rafhnefs,  efpecially  as 
I  had  great  difficulty  to  get  him  perfuaded 
to  proceed  to  the  plecawfe,  or  government's 
chancery*     But  whilft  we  were  in  this  di- 
lemma, an  cxprefs  from  the  govertior  quick- 
ened our  motions.     We  found  the  governor 
in  the  great  hall  on  the  judge's  feat.     He 
gently  reproved  us  for  taking  up  fo  much 
time ;    and  he  ordered  the  fecretary  traded 
with  this  black  affair  to  take  it  from  Us,  make 
hafte,  and  fend  it  off.     The  fecretary  recei- 
ved our  report,  retired  into  his  own  private 
chamber ;  but  foon  returned,  and  acquaint- 
ed the  governor,  that  we  declared  we  could 
not  do  it.     I  never  happened  to  fee  any  man 
fly  into  fuch  a  furious  paflion  ;    all  reafon 
feemed  at  once  to  have  forfaken  him.     He 
beat  his  own  hand  with  his  cane,  violently 
left,  his  feat,  and  walked  towards  us  like  a 
bedlamite ;  but  halfway  he  turned  fhort,  and . 
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reeled  about  the  hall;  raving  like  a  mad  man* 
At  laft,  when  he  was  almoft  (pent  with  an- 
ger, he  took  his  feat,  and  in  calmnefs  order* 
ed  the  fecretary  to  get  ready  in  all  hafte  a 
courier  for  die  cabinet ;  adding,  that  he 
fiiould  prepare  a  report,  acquainting  the  ca- 
binet of  our  difobedience,  and  requiring  to 
know  fpeedily  what  puniihment  fhould  be 
inflifted  upon  us.  At  the  mentioning  of  dif- 
obedience and  puniihment,  I  could  contain 
myftlf  no  longer,  not  caring  what  the  con- 
fluence might  be.  I  faid,  that  we  were  not 
difobedient,  but  ignorant :  That  we  deferved 
better  treatment  for  our  faithful  fervices ; 
but  fince  that  could  not  be  got,  I  added,  that 
I  had  already  petitioned  formydifcharge,and 
now  would  proceed  in  taking  every  poffible 
method  to  obtain  it :  That  I  doubted  not 
the  high  Cabinet  would  do  us  the  juftice  to 
order  us  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial,  where 
I  fhould  fear  nothing.  Having  finUbed,  we 
ftaid  a  little  longer,  At  laft  I  afked  Mr 
Pundt  to  go  away.  He  faid,  that  he  was  a- 
fraid  we  would  be  '{topped  ;  upon  which  I 
went  off,  bidding  hkn  follow*  And  thus 
this  weighty  affair  ended.  At  my  return 
home,  I  inftantly  petitioned  a  third  or  fourth 
time  the  Medicine  Chancery  for  my  difcharge. 
The  late  King  had,  by  proclamation,  order- 
ed home  all  his  fubje&s  who  were  employed 
in  foreign  fervice,  before  this  time.  And  in 
conference  Qf  this,  I,  as  foon  as  I  had  read 
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the  proclamation,*  immediately  foliphed  my 
difcharge,  cfpeciajly  as  the  King  had  promi~ 
fed  immediate  employment  in  his  fleet  or  ar- 
plies,  p>  thofe  who  obeyed  this  command*  X 
determined  never  to  go  to  the  governor,  un- 
Jefs  lent  for  ;  and  this  refolution  I  kept  till 
I  was  appointed  by  another  command  ;  for 
I  could  not  obtain  ipy  difcharge  then, 

About  this  time  another  very  diiagreeable 
barbarous  affair  happened ,  which,  with, 
many  others,  I  do  not  chufe  to  repeat, 
convinced  me,  that  the  Cabinet  knew  nothing 
of  this  poifbnous  affair,  efpecialjy  when  J 
conflder  that  no  notice  was  ever  taken  of  i$ 
to  lis. 

Am  Armenian  merchant  arrived  in  Aftra* 
chan  :  He  brought  with  him  many  jewels  of 
great  value.  The  governor  having  received 
advice  of  it,  fent  for  him,  and  defircd  to  fee 
his  jewels,  telling  hitn»  that  he  had  an  order 
to  buy  up  large  good  jewels  for  the  Emprefs. 
The  merchant,  fearing  nothing,  delivered 
the  jewels  unto  the  governor,  and  left  them 
with  him.  Next  day  I  was  prefent,  when 
the  governor  fent  for  the  merchant,  and, 
letting  him  fee  the  jewels,  faid,  that  two 
ftones  were  falft,  being  nothing  elfe  than 
parte*  The  merchant  anfwered,  that  theff 
ftones  were  the  fame  he  had  delivered  to  the 
governor ;  and  that  if  they  were  parte,  he, 
the  merchant,  would  be  a  very  considerable 
JofisTi      The    governor  altedged,.  that  he 
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brought  them  with  a  View  to  cheat  the  pe*H 

pie  in  Ruffia ;  becaufe,  faid  he,  you  who 

trade  in  that  way  could  not  bo  ignccant  of 

their  bad  quality .     The  poor  man  protefted, 

that  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity,  as  yet, 

of  making  any  trial.     Notwithstanding  this, 

the  governor  caufed  carry  the  poor  ftranger 

to   the  caravaniery    where  the  Armenians 

lodged,  and  there  torture  him  with  the  curled 

.  knout,  of  which  torture   he  died  the  day 

thereafter.     What  hd  did   with  the  man's 

trcafure,  is  more  than  I  know  ;  But  diis,  and 

many  other  a&s  of  barbarity  which  he  was 

guilty  of,  is  enough  to  caufe  any  honeft  man, 

to  be  upon  his  guard. 

Lad  year  my  eldeft  (on  died,  and  this  year 
my  wife  Was  fafely  delivered  of  another,     i 
did  not  know,  having  none  to  advife  me, 
whom  I  (hould  employ  to  chrttten  this  child, 
we  having  at  that  time  no  pallor  or  minifter 
of  the  reformed  religion  in  Aftrachan.     At 
laft  I  determined  to  employ  for  this  purpofe 
a  Roman,  called  John  Baptift,  whom  I  had 
lately   recovered  of  a  dropfy.     Upon  iuch 
occasions,  it  is  cuftomary  to  invite  all  friends 
and  .acquaintances,  confequently,  among  ma- 
ny others,  the  governor  was  invited;  but  the 
ceremony  of  baptifm  was  over  before  he  arri- 
ved. At  his  arrival  he  asked  me  Who  had  per- 
formed the  ceremony  ?  When  I  told  him,  he 
ihewed  many  marks  of  difpleafure,  and  was 
ft  3  very  difagreeable  humour  all  the 'rime  of 
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dinner*  When  he  demanded  my  reafons  for 
not  employing  a  Ruffian  prieft  preferable  to 
a  Roman  ?     I  anfwered,  that  I  knew  very 
little  of  the  Armenian  religion,  nor  of  the 
Roman  :  That  the  Ruffian  religion  was  as  a- 
greeable  to  me  as  either  of  thefe  ;  but  that  I 
had  been  well  aflUred,  that  from  the  inftant 
that  any  infant  is  baptized  by  a  Ruffian  prieft, 
he  is  to  be  educated  in  their  wayf  and  runs 
a  very  great  risk  of  lofinghis  liberty*  At  this 
he  was  very  angry,  making  a  joke  of  liberty, 
and  asking.  If  K  uffians  did  not  live  as  happily 
as  the  people  of  other  nations  ?    To  this  I  an- 
fwered, that  I  was  not  of  that  opinion,  and  was 
determined  that  my  children  (hould  be  edu- 
cated according  to  my  own  principles,  and 
retain  that  liberty,  which  both  his  mother  and 
J  had  an  undoubted  right  to,  confirmed  by 
all  the  Ruffian  monarchs  fince  the  reign  of 
Peter  the  Great's  father  at  leaft.     He  conti- 
nued in  a  very  unpleafant  humour   all  the 
time  he  ftaid,  which  was  not  long  ;  for  which 
our  company  and  I  were  very  thankful.  They 
all  agreed  to  condemn,  upon  this  occasion, 
the  governor's  illrtimed  difpleafure,  ef  pedal* 
ly  as  he  was  thought  to  have  no  religion  \ 
for  he  laughed  at  his  own  as  much  as  any  o- 
ther :  But  it  was  only  becaufe  he  had  quar- 
relled with  that  prieft  a  Abort  time  before  this 
happened. 

Governor  Tatifiboff  had  really  more  learn- 
ing than  any  man  in  Ruffia  ;  He  bad  read 
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very  much  ;  was  verfant  with  the  bed:  au- 
thors  of  philofophy  and  hiftory.     He  had 
been  a  long  time  employed  in  writing  the 
hiftory  of  Ruffia  j   and,  fince  his  arrival  in 
Aftrachan,  had  purchafed  a  book  in  the  Ar- 
menian language,  giving  ibme  ancient  ac- 
counts of  Ruffia*    At  that  jime  there  was  not 
a  man  to  be  found  in  Aftrachan  that  could 
tranflate  this  book,  except  Father  John  Bap* 
lift.  The  book  was  carefully  tranflatedby  him, 
for  which  work  the  governor  had  promifed 
him  a  film  of  money ;  But,  in  place  of  pay- 
ing Mm,  he  quarrelled,  and  threatened  to  le- 
vel their  monaftery  to  the  ground.     But  the 
Father  let  him  know,  that  if  he  proceeded 
in  the  leaft  to  give  him,  or  any  of  his  hear- 
ers, any  further  trouble,  he  would  not  fail  to 
make  a  (u^tabte  complaint  to  the  Imperial 
ambaflador,  who  would  reprefent  his  grie- 
vances to  her  Imperial  Majefty.     This  fmait 
reply  frightened  Tatifhoff  for  once;  but  he 
continued  to  bear  him,  and  every  one  who 
countenanced  him,  a  grudge. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft,  major  Tatifhoff, 
the  governor's  fbn,  returned  from  Circalfia, 
whither  he  had  been  fent  upon  fome  fecret 
expedition,  in  a  bad  ftate  of  health.  He 
had  fome  uncommon  fymptoms.  Having 
been  fent  for  at  a  time  when  I  was  taking  the 
air  for  my  health,  and  confequently  not  rea- 
dily found,  Mr  Pundt  was  fent  for  ;  who 
declared  the  major  to  be  in  great  danger. 

Upon 
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Upon  thifr,  levteral  horfemeri  were  cfifpatchedf 
In  quefl  of  me  to  different  places  in  the  coun- 
try. They  found  me  refrefhing  myfelf  af- 
ter a  fife;  under  the  feadtf  of  a  tree.  I  pre-* 
fently  returned  to  the  eaftte  ;  atfd  having 
Confidered  the  majors  complaints,  acquaint- 
ed his  lady,  that  I  was  of  opinion*  he  was  in 
no  danger*  I  was  ordered  to  vifit  the  go* 
Vernot  as  form  as  I  had  given  my  advice  to 
his  foil  j  and  was  not  a  little  forprized  to 
find  the  old  man  in  tears,  as  he  was  not  much 
ibbjeft  to  that  Weaknefe  j  concerning  which 
I  qucftioned  him*  He  feid  that  he  had  only 
one  Ton,  and  he  cotfld  not  help  being  grieved 
-at  the  thoughts  of  k>fmg  him*  I  aniwered, 
that  I  hoped  the  cactfe  of  his  eomplaint  was 
to  be  removed  by  propdf  medicines,  and  his 
native  air  j  for  which  reafon  I  advifed  him 
to  get  a  vifitation  of  all  the  fiirgeons  in  A- 
ftrachan  ;  becaufe  k  might  be  dangerous  for 
me  alone  to  atteft  a  man,  and  let  him  go  in-' 
to  Ruffia,  to  whom  many  private  affairs  were 
entrufted.  Thia  was  agreed  to  *  and  as  Mr 
Pundt  and  I  had  no  difficulty  to  engage  all 
the  fnrgfcons  in  Aftrachan  to  be  of  our  dpi- 
nion,  the  affair  was  fooh  concluded. 

I  had  by  this  time  frequently  petitioned 
lor  my  dhcharge,  but  could  get  no  manner 
of  anfivcr.  TatHhoff  knew  this,  and  privately 
"coonterafted  my  endeavours.  I  thought 
this  was  a  good  opportunity  to  get  otrt  of 
the  confines  of  Aftrachan,  and  endeavour  to 
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gee  the  protection  of  the  Qritkh  ambaSkdm-* 
I  acquainted  my  wife  with  my  fchame,  tad 
enjoined  her  not  to  fpeak  of  ifi  to  juiy,  /Then 
1  perfudded  th$  major,*  that  fny  attendance 
«n  him,  to  lee  haw  he  agreed  with  the  jour> 
ncy,  might  be  very  -tteefflary..  At  wfyieh 
propo&l  he  wqs  overjoyed,  and  fcamci* 
diately  made  a  pojnt  of  fy  with1  his  far 
then  The  old  man  had  no  obje&ion,  only 
required  that  J  (horokj  return  as  &qn  as  I 
thought  he  was  out  of  danger ;  to  which  I 
contented. 

I  do  jiot  renjeniber,  in  die  v/\\cle  courfe 
of  my  fife,  that  I  ever  ofed  any  cponiqg  like 
this,  either  before  or  fihee  ;  but  jieecffity  has 
no  law :  •  I  was  afraid  that  I  never  would  he 
permitted  to  go  out  of  ftuflia,  if  I  did  not 
life  fprne  policy.  Weill,  all  being  agreed  up- 
on, we  left  Aftraehan  next  day;  and  the 
major  was  fo  welt  pleafed  at  jny  readineft  to 
oblige  him,  that,  before  I  left  my  ownhoufe, 
he  fent  gje  a  veiy  fine  young  Tartar  horfe, 
of  the  Arabian  kind,  for  which  I  received 
50  rubles.  Next  day  we  crofled  the  Volga, 
and  travelled  on  horfeback  by  land  to  Tza- 
ritzin,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  efcorted 
by  the  major's  fervants,  and  about  fifty  Co£ 
facks*  We  on  the  third  day  fpled  a  (mail 
body  of  Kalmucks,  to  whom  our  men  gdve 
a  purfuit  in  vain,  for  they  rode  off  ftraight 
into  the  defart,  whither  our  men,  upon  their 
fatigued  horfes,  could  not  purfue  Jhdtih,   We 
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met  \Vkh  nothing  elfe  ta  difturb  us  dtirinjj 
this  journey,  but  in  the  night  time    werfe 
much  plagued  with  mufquctoes  ;  and  one 
night  I  could  get  no  reft  in  my  bed  for  them, 
thou[gh  I  was  covered  with  two  nets-     The 
major  arid  his  lady  were  as  much  difturbed, 
though  well  covered.     I  fpent  the  greateft 
part  of  this  night  fitting  in  the  finoke  of  tim- 
ber, .  There  are  very  great  variety  of  black 
{hakes,  and  other  (erpents,  upon  the  banks 
of  this  ri  ver :  Many  flocks  of  antelopes,  hares  are 
here  in  abundance,  a  variety  of  medicinal  herbs 
grow; every  where  »   .bud  liquorice  grows  in 
fuch  plenty,  that!  am  well  allured  the  banks 
of  the  Volga  alone,  betwixt  Aftrachan  and 
Tchornayar  can  produce  more  than  is, made 
ufe  of  in  all  Europe.     When  i  we  arrived  at 
Tzarkrin,.  I  propofed  to  convey  the  major  to 
TainbofF.in    the  province  of  Veronits,    to 
which  he  ceadily  agreed ;  and  from  thence  I 
.determined  to  have  proceeded,  at  my  own 
expence,  by  pod  to  St  Peterfbwgh :    But 
next. morning,  the  major  fent  for  me  very 
early,  and  fliewed  me  a  letter  from  his  fa- 
ther, telling  him  that  he  was  taken  ill,  and 
therefore  required  that  I  fhould  be  fent  back 
in  all   hafte ;    and  that  the    commandant 
CultzQiF,   had  alfo  laft  night  received  very 
peremptory   orders  for  that   purpofe.     He 
made  me  a  handfome  prefent  of  thirty  du- 
cats, and  fome  trinkets,  and  ordef ed  every 
thing  to  be  gbt  ready,  at  his  charge,  for  my 
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conveniency  by  wiater.  The  major  and  bis 
hdyr  were  certainly  very  forry  Ate  were  to 
port  €0  fooru  I  was  truly. much  grieved,  but 
from  a  very  different  caufe  my  grief  pro- 
ceeded ;  my  hopes  of  getting  awtay  being  un- 
expectedly at  an  end,  juft  when'  they;  were  at 
the  higheft,  and  at  the  v6ry  point  of  execu- 
tion ;  but  the  old  governor  was  too  great  a 
politician  to  be  over-readied  by  me.  - 

At  this  time  it  was  again  my  fortune  to 
meet  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kifhinfkee,  in 
his  way  for  Aftrachan,  and  we  were  both  glad 
of  the  opportunity ,  and.  refblved  to  get  a 
boat  large  enough  for  us  both,  and  eight  fol- 
diers  as  our  convoy.  We  arrived  in  Aftrachan 
the  third  day,  without  meeting  with  any 
thing*  except  one  attempt  of  a  few  Kalmucks 
in  a  boat  made  upon  us  not  far  from  Tchor* 
nayar;  but  upon  feeing  our  foldiers  in  an . 
inftant  with  their  mufquets  preferred,  they 
flopped  their  courfe,  and  begged  bread :  But 
we  aflured  them,  that  if  they  offered  to  come 
nearer  than  where  diey  were,  the  colonel 
would  give  orders  to  (hoot  every  one  of  them, 
and  Co  we  parted  without  farther  harm. 

At  my  arrival  I  went  ftraight  to  the  go- 
vernor, who  cxprefled  great  pleafure  at  fee- 
ing me  in  good  health,  and  affced  me,  If  his 
fon  had  fatisfied  me  for  my  trouble  ?  I  an- 
fwened,  that  hfe  had,  more  generoufly  than  I 
expelled.  After  a  ghfs  or  two  of  wine,  he 
deiired  me  to  carry  home  to  my  wife  a  fmall 
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pre  fhfc  in  a  bag  which  he  had  £ot  reddy  tm 
&  table*  I  took  up  the  bag,  and  fotmd  ra  id 
106  rtiblef  j  fbr  whitih  J  petm±ed  hbb  hearty 
thank*.  * 

ThU  old  man  made  Ave  very  manjr  £re* 
ferns ;  yer  his  ilmverfal  chara&er  W«i  fbch 
that  I  never  could  relifti;  Nothing  could 
givtftnq  contentment  but  tny  departure  front 
this  city  y  for  it  was  ti&  fecret,  that  the  go* 
vtrnw  v*ry  frequently  Chewed  the  greeted 
friendfftip  for  the  vfery  pcrfon  he  defigned  to 
deftroy.  it  is  truA,  I  held  hiri*  at  defiance* 
by  die  lavira  of  God  and  man  i  but  hd  hid 
many  odd  ways  that  wduld  not  quddratd 
with  equity,  which  wire  the  true  eaufe  df 
all  my  uneafinefg.  I  alfor  longed  raudi  to 
vifit  Great  Britain,  qnd  fecure  the  liberty  of 
my  offspring. 

One  evening,  walking  with  Captain  Tan* 
defddi,  a  Swede,  a  jeweller,  a  German,  de- 
fired  me  to  look  updn  two  rough  rubles,  and 
two  diamonds,  cut  In  rofes.  I  did  fo,  and 
had  them  weighed.  The  diamonds  were 
4itde  more  than  hjdf  a  carat ;  one  of  the  ru- 
bies weighed  five  carats  (  the  other  largely 
three  :  They  were  free  of  faults ;  and  the 
jeweller  offered  to  ait  them  both  with  the  Ids 
of  lefs  than  one  carat,  if  I  would  give  him, 
tvhen  his  work  was  done,  five  rubles*  I 
thought  k  was  a  very  good  bargain,  and  a< 
greed  with  him  fbr  the  five  rubles,  little 
dfeiqiing  that  I  had  a  fpy  with  me.     Next 
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morning  I  called  to  fee  how  far  the  jeweller 
had  proceeded  in  his  work.     The  poor  man 
told  me  that  they  weffe  all  »i  the  governor's 
pofleffion :      That   Tandefeldt     had     gone 
firaight  to  hkn,  and  told   him  of  our  com* 
merce.     I  very  properly  looked  upon  this 
a*  bafe  in  them  both,  and  pitied  die  poor  man, 
Whd  durfl  not    difpUte'  with  the  gpVefoor ; 
biit  at  the  ferae  time  could  not  help  dtfplfing 
fuch    wretches-      In  this  humoiir  I  went 
(taught  tb  the  govenidr*  and  hefitAted  not 
to  expostulate  with  him  about  it,  and  point  out 
the  action  in  its  proper  colotirs.     He  fhowed 
nd  angel*,  but  faid,  that,  in  cotiOderatioti  of 
the  friendship  he  had  always  had  for  rte,  he 
rtiade  free  to  aft  in  this  way  i  becaufe,  ftid  he* 
Bofrife,  for  thdt  was  the  jeweller's  frame,  is 
4  drunkard,  and  not  to  be  trailed :  He  would 
not  bave  hefitated  td  have  fold  th*m  to  ano- 
ther, for  b  little  mbte  money,  eveh  fuppoling 
he  was  fure  to  be  whipped  for  it  j  therefore, 
faid  he,  I  fent  for  them  to  make  fomewhat  , 
for  the  iftajof's  lady  j  but  he  defired  me  to 
accept  of  an  dinethyft  in  a  pfefem*  whith  he 
would  caofe  place  in  a  ring.     It  would  have 
been  imprudent  to  hav*  difpuied  with  Win 
about  it:;  fo  I  everf  accented  of  his  ptefent, 
which  J  (till  keep.     But  Tandefeldt  did  not 
efcape  fo  eafity ;  for,  in  a  vety  few  days  af- 
ter this  happened,  no  officer  would  keep  com- 
pany with  him  j    and  I  fcever  (poke  to  hub 
after  that  dayt 
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CHAP.     XIV. 

Concerning   what  happened    in  Aftrachan  and 
Rufia  in  the  Year  1 745. 

DUring  the  courfe  of  this  year,  though  all 
Europe  was  at  war  but  Ruflia,  who 
remained  in  peace  with  all  her  neighbours, 
both  in  Europe  and  Afia.  I  {hall  only  ob~ 
ferve  a  few  tranfa&ions  in  which  I  was  con* 
cerned  ;  and  firft, 

Early  in  the  time  of  the  great  lent,  the 
principal  commander  of  the  fleet,  retaining 
an  opinion  that  I  was  the  caufe  of  the  port's 
having  been  brought  under  the  command  of 
the  governor,  took  all  opportunities  of  vex- 
ing me,  by  haraffing  the  people  under  my 
dire&ion,  by  many  ufelefs  and  infignificant 
orders.  At  lad,  I  fent  a  petition  to  the  port, 
and  reprefented  thefe.  diforders  in  a  ludi- 
crous manner,  and  required  that  he  would 
defift  from  fuch  irregular  practice,  contrary 
to  all  regulations,  and  even  common  fenfe. 
At  the  lame  time,  I  let  the  port  know,  that 
it  had,  by  no  regulation'nor  law,  any  right 
to  command,  or  any-ways  diftrefs  any  peo- 
ple, of  whatever  chara&er,  depending  upon 
the  medicine-chancery  :  That  for  the  love  I 
had  to  quietnefs,  I  had  hitherto  taken  only 
verbal'notice  of  thefe  things  to  the  command- 
er 
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cr  in  chief,  to  which  little  regard  had  been 
paid  :  That  now  I  had  given  written  orders 
to  all  men  under  my  command,  to  pay  no 
regard  to  any  order  from  any  officer  whatfo- 
ever,  and  therefore  defircd  the  port  would 
be  pleafed  to  tranfaft  their  affairs  in  relati- 
on to  me,  in  a  regular  way,  agreeable  to  the 
printed  regulations  of  the  empire  and  the 
di&ates  of  human  reafon,  which  alone;  art 
fufficient  to  deter  people  From  meddling  iA 
matters,  of  which  they  cannot  have  the  final- 
left  knowledge*.    This  had  the  defired  effect, 
in  relation  to  the  people  under  my  eye  at 
Aftrachan  ;  but  there  was  a  furgeon's  mate 
whom  I  had  lent  to  Chatirie  Bugori,  a  Ger- 
man,   (a  commiiTary  refided  there,  being  a 
fmall  fea-port,  as  commander  in  chief,)whof 
for  mal-pra&ices,  had  been  turned  out  of  the 
fea-hofpital  by  my  predeceflbr  Mr  Malloch, 
with  a  regjtftrated  decree  never  to  be  appoint* 
ed  by  the  hofpkal  again,  and  the  reafons  why 
this  was  enaded.     This  man  was  of  a  very 
turbulent  temper,  fo  that  the  officers  at  Aftra- 
chan were  -  continually  kept  in  a  very  disa- 
greeable Situation  by  his  madnefs ;  wherefore, 
they  fent  him  there  to  plague  his  inferiors, 
for  it  appeared  they  durft  not  bring  him  to  a 
court-martial,  becaufe  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  accufe  every  one  of  them.     The  furgeon's 
•mate  had  not  been  long  there,  till  he  ac- 
quainted me  by  a  petition,  that  the  commit 
iary  waa  very  unkind  to  him,  and  ordered 
,  him 
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him  td  tranfaft  afikiw  no*way  relating  to  his 
bufinefs  ;  concerning  which  I  complained  cq 
the  pojt,  ordered  the  tnate  to  repair  imtne* 
diately  to  the  hofpital,  and  Tent,  in  his  place, 
a  Ruffian,  every  whit  as  turbulent  and  titi* 
gious  as  the  commifTary,  and  one  who  kpew 
the  regulations  well.  He  had  not  been  long 
there,  till  Lieutenant  Glaftford,a  Srittth  gem* 
tleman,  was  fent  there  to  command.  Mr 
Gilford  fent  this  cptntpiflary  to  Aftrachan, 
having  been  made  acqif ainted  with  his  cha« 
rafter.  Tiie  port  appointed  hini  to  the  ho* 
fpital,  imagining  thaf  I  £new  nothing  of  the 
decree  which  Mr  Malloch  had  formerly  got 
palled  upon  h*m»  in  the  place  of  a  very  good 
worthy  Ruffian  gentleman,  who,  before  he  left: 
the  hofpital,  procured  me  a  copy  of  the  re* 
giftred  fentence.  He  behaved  very  well,  onr 
ly  for  a  few  days  ;  after  that,  he  began  to 
make  pie  acquainted  with  his  drgnkennefs 
jjnd  folly  ;  and,  at  laft,  quarrelled  wkh  that 
mate  formerly  mentioned,  at  midnight,  dis- 
turbing, by  his  ill-timed  npife,  the  iiok  and 
other*  in  the  hpfpitaL  Next  morning,  a 
complaint  having  been  made  to  me  by  fomc 
of  the  principal  people  in  the  hofpital,  I 
reprefentpd  it  to  the  port,  and  required  that 
he  fhould  inftantly  be  difmifled  the  hofpital; 
declaring  at  the  fame  dme  my  knowledge  of 
his  former  irregularity*  and  the  fentence  paf- 
fcd  againft  him  by  the  port;  affuring  them, 
that  if  my  reafonable  requeft  ivas  not  com- 
plied 
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pficd  with,  1  would  friftandy  reprdent  the 
whole  affair  to  the  medicine^thancery*  and 
at  the  Ikme*  thrte  heJd  the  pott  anfwerable 
for  whatever  irregularities  might  happen  Iri 
the  hofpital  J  And  finally,  required  the  other 
comrniffirry  to  be  appointed* 

The  commander,  with  a  few  of4  the  offi* 
cers,  came  to  the  hofpital  td  fee  to  get  thfe 
amicably  ended* j  btft,  fbrefeeirtg  the  danger 
that  the  fide  and  others'  would  be  fubjefted 
to  by  ftrch  a  madittart,  I  abfohitely  refafed  fb 
much  as  to  fpeak  with  the  commiffary ,  far  left 
agree.  Upon  which,  they  were  evert  obliged  to 
retain  that  fodl  by  the  port,  where  he  was 
worffe  tfian  a  fifcal,  and  to  the  hofpital  the 
old  eommiffery.  Oneway  early  Jn  the  fpring, 
the  fick  made  complaint  of  their  beef,  and 
many  would  not  eat  it,  protdling  that  it  was 
no  better  than  carrion,  h  was  now  Lent, 
and  the  commifiary  faid  dlfo,  t&at  it  was  not 
good.  I  demanded,  according  to  the  fenfe 
of  the  legufatibrts,  that  he  would  fend  im- 
mediately for  what  remained  of  that  meat 
for  a  general  (urvey,  and  that  if  the  contrac- 
tor would  not  part  with  it,  to  take  it  by 
force.  A  corporal  and  four  foidiers  brought 
it  immediately  to'  the  hofpital,  and,  being  a$ 
bad  as  was  reprefented,  I  petitioned  the  port 
to  order  imnjediately  a  vifitation  of  all  the 
officers,  with  the  fifcal,  to  determine,  Whe- 
ther fuch  meat  was  as  bad  as  was  reprefent- 
ed? 
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My  commander  imagined,  (without  giving 
himfelf  time  calmly  to  confider  that  I  was 
a&ing  up  to  the  meaning  of  the  regulations, 
and  for  the  general  good  of  every  one  con- 
cerned,) that  I  defpiied  his  authority  :  He 
went  to  the  governor,  and  delivered  into  his 
hands  a  petition  complaining  of  me.  Upon 
this  the  governor  ifTued  out  orders  for  all  the 
officers  in  the  fleet,  in  company  with  Mr 
Pundt  fupreme  furgeon  to  the  garrifon,  to 
vifit  the  hofpital.  The  commiilary  and  I 
had,  feeing  there  was  no  anfwer  from  the 
port  that  day,  fecured  the  meat  in  the  ice- 
cellar,  and  placed  both  our  feals  upon  the 
door,  which  prevented,  as  far  as  art  could, 
any  confiderable  change  of  die  quality  of  the 
meat. 

Next  morning,  walking  in  the  gallery,  I 
{pied  many  chaiies  and  horfemen  coming 
from  the  city,  and  foon  was  agreeably  in* 
formed,  that  they  came  to  infpeft  the  meat. 
I  afked  Mr  Pundt  what  had  brought  him? 
He  produced  an  order  from  the  governor, 
and  faid  that  it  was  very  difagreeable  to  him, 
obferving,  that  our  commander  looked  veiy 
fullen,  and  feemed  to  be  in  no  good  hu- 
mour. I  took  very  little  notice  of  him,  but 
defired  the  gentlemen  to  walk  through  the 
wards,  and  make  the  proper  enquiries  at  the 
fick ;  which  being  done,  and  their  anfwers 
being  agreeable  to  the  meaning  of  my  peti- 
tion, I  next  caufed  produce  the  meat,  at  the 
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fight  of  which  the  commander  laid,  that  it 
was  not  very  good.  I  anfwered,  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  regulations  for  him  to  fay  a- 
ny  thing  about  it,  feeing  he  had  made  him- 
ielf  an  afting  party  againft  me,  who  ftudied 
to  fupport  good  economy  in  my  hofpital  a- 
gainft  his  intercfted  ways ;  and,  in  her  Ma* 
jefty's  name,  I  demanded  that  the  fifcal 
(hould  fpeak  his  mind  without  referve:  And 
thus  every  officer,  from  the  youngeft  to  the 
eldeft,  gave  it  againft  the  meat ;  but  I  que- 
(Honed  Mr  Pundt  more  minutely,  who  an- 
fwered to  all  my  queftions,  that  fuch  meat 
could  not  be  good  nourifhment,  and  might 
caufe  many  difeafes,  which  was  not  only 
contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  Peter  the  Great's  re- 
gulations, but  likeways  to  many  orders  which 
both  he  and  j  were  in  poffeflion  of,  from  the 
medicine-chancery :  And  laftly,  if  he  did  not 
think  that  any  phyfician  or  iiirgeon  who  would 
permit  the  fick  to  eat  fuch  meat,  juftly  de- 
served to  be  puntthed,  fince  it  could  not  pro- 
ceed from  a  knowledge  of  Ms  duty,  but  ei- 
ther from  ignorance,  carelefsnefs,  or  a  vil- 
lainous defire  of  gain  at  the  expence  of  the 
fick,  in  defiance  of  her  Majefty's  regulations 
and  orders  of  juftice  to  the  fick,  and  the  fear 
of  God. 

After  this  was  all  written  and  figned,  I 
begged  leave  to  let  me  make  an  experiment 
on  the  meat,  which  being  granted,  I  ordered 
lour  grey-hounds  to  be  brought,  to  fee  whe- 
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jher  they  would  eat  of  it.  They  had  not 
tailed  meat  that  day,  yet  they  fcarcely 
would  fmell  upon  it,     I  caufed  write  this  in 

*  paper  by  itfelf,  which  I  demanded  the  fi£> 
pal  to  fign  in  prefence  of  us  all,  and  Ukeways 
paufed  write  it  in  the  hofpital  journal,  not 
doubting  but  that  tfiis  affair  would  end  in 

*  court-martial. 

However,  it  took  a  different  turn,  which 
{many  things  of  as  great  moment  did  under 
the  aufpipious  management  of  our  prcfent 
government  1  When  the  vifitation  was  at  an 
end,  I  went  in  the  afternoon  to  vifk  the  go- 
vernor, and  told  hiip  frankly,  that  it  furprU 
fed  me  mwch  that  h$  was  pieced  to  order  Mr 
Pundt  to  vifk  my  hofpital^  efpeciaUy  as  we 
were  forbidden  by  the  medicine-chancery  to 
interfere  with  one  another's  department;  but 
added,  that  as  J  was  confeipus  of  having,  fince 
my  entry  into  the  feryice,  done  my  duty  9s 
far  as  I  was  able,  the  ponfequence  by  no 
means  alarmed  me,  fince  I  was  pretty  cer- 
tain that  I  would  have  juftipe  done  me  by  the 
medicine-chancery,  to  which  I  was  refolvcd 
to  reprefent  the  whole  affair,  with  all  its  cir- 
cumftances,  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I  was  able, 
and  did  not  doubt  of  their  approbation  of  my 
care  of  the  fick,  to  die  confufion  of  my  op- 
prefTors.  The  governor  very  ferioufly  defired 
that  I  would  not  be  uneafy  at  what  had  hap 
pened,  faying,  that  he  was  certain  I  had  a£l- 
$c|  rights  and  therefore  had  taken  that  me- 
thod 
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cbod,  rariicr  to  make  the  truth  appear  more 
clear  ;  which,  he  laid,  might  not  haw  been 
the  caie,  if  he  had  only  ordered  the  officers  of 
the  navy 9  all  fuhordinaced  to  roy  ftopid  com- 
mander. He  faid  a  great  deal  more  m  or- 
der to  diffuade  me  from  haftily  making  my 
report  to  the  medicine-chancery.  I  promi- 
fed  that  I  would  fenid  off  no  report  (|U  he 
was  informed  of  it* 

Before  this  happened,  by  a  decree  of  the 
{enatc,  the  merchants  in  all  cities  in  Ruffia 
were  formed  into  a  body  ;  though  under  the 
power  of  the  governors,  yet  they  had  immu- 
nities and  regulations  granted  to  themfelves, 
diftinfi;  from  the  governor's  court.  They 
had  every  where  a  power  to  eleft  a  burgo- 
mafter  or  mayor,  and  fix  afleflbrs  or  coun* 
fellora,  by  whom  all  affairs  relating  to  mcr* 
chandiie  and  their  corporation  were  to  be 
judged,  providing  they  had  no  relation  or 
connexion  with  thefe  of  the  fleet,  army,  or 
the  affairs  of  the  civil  administration  of  the 
empire  ;  consequently,  upon  this  occafion  the 
governor  could  not  proceed  againft  the  con- 
tracting merchant  for' die  fea  hofpital,  till  by 
a  memorial  he  had  reprefented  the  affair  to 
the  corporation  of  merchants,  and  demand- 
ed that  the  accufed  might  be  delivered  up  to 
him,  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  empire, 
for  iuch  a  grofs  crime. 

At  this  time  there  were  two  merchants  in 
Aftrachan,  very  much  alike,  but  no  way  re- 
lated* 
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lated  to  one  another,  nor  alike  in  chara&er. 
The  one  was  efteemed  a  veiy  good  juft  man,; 
the  other  quite  the  reverfe.  The  laft  was 
daily  employed  by  the  governor  in  many  of 
his  fecret  mercantile  trania£tions ;  but  the  firft 
was  (carcely  known  to  him.  The  governor 
afked  me,  If  I  knew  who  was  contra&or  for 
the  fea-holpital  ?  I  anfwered,  that  I  did  not 
know  certainly,  but  imagined  it  was  the  firft 
mentioned  merchant  whom  the  governor  had 
heard  of,  and,  upon  this  occafion,  wanted 
much  to  be  better  acquainted  with  him  ;  not 
doubting,  as  I  was  informed  afterwards,  but 
that  he  would  make  a  very  pretty  purfe  of 
him,  providing  the  affair  could  be  ended  in 
Aftrachan. 

He  therefore  ordered  the  fecretary,  who 
was  prefent,  and  only  pretended  he  did  not 
know  who  was  contractor  for  the  fea-hofpital, 
that  he  ftiould  immediately  reprefent  this  afc- 
fair  to  the  raat-houfe  or  town-council,  and 
demand  that  the  perfon  of  the  contraftor  for 
the  fea-hofpital  fhould  be  fent  under  a  ftrong 
guard  to  the  cattle.  The  ma^ftracy  were 
not  long  in  obeying  his  orders  very  joyfully, 
for  none  of  them  had  any  love  for  this  man* 
They  not  only  fent  him  immediately  thro* 
the  principal  flreet  under  a  ftrong  guard, 
but  took  no  fmall  pains  to  let  his  difgrace  be 
known  in  the  moft  glaring  manner,  and,  in 
their  anfwer  to  the  governor,  reprefented 
him  as  a  very  notorious  offender  in  many  re- 
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fpe&s.  He  was  carried  to  the  main  guard, 
and  lay  there  all  night,  pitied  by  none*  Next 
morning,  the  governor  being  feated  in  the 
judgment-hall,  fent  for  the  offender,  not  ima- 
gining that  he  was  his  deareft  friend.  Any 
one  may  eafily  imagine  how  much  he  was 
furpriled,  to  have  caufed  arreft  fuch  a  man* 
Well,  he  was  fined,  and,  it  was  believed,  that 
die  governor  paid  this  fine  ;  but,  I  was  well 
allured,  the  commander  of  the  fleet  paid  for 

all. 

When  this  farce  was  ended,  I  could  perceive 
that  the  governor  was  not  well  pleated  with 
me  for  not  informing  him  more  clearly ;  tho* 
he  took  litde  notice  of  it  to  myfelf,  yet  he 
did  to  thofe  who  were,  unknown  to  him,  my 
friends :  However,  he  fent  me  an  order  to 
let  me  know,  that  he  had  upon  this  occafion 
formed  a  new  regulation  in  refpeft  to  the 
contracting  for  proviflons  for  the  ufe  of  the 
fea-hofpital;  and  that  he  had  reprefented  the 
neccffity  of  fo  doing  to  the  fenate  for  their 
approbation,  in  order  to  have  it  formed  into 
a  general  law.     By  this  regulation,  no  con- 
tra£t  would  be  reckoned  valid,  except  made 
in  prefence  of,  and  agreed  to  by  the  princi- 
pal do&or  or  furgeon  belonging  to  the  {aid 
hofpital.     Mankind,  all  the  world  over,  have 
a  defire  to  command  or  lord  it  over  their 
neighbours  ;  but  fometimes  it  happens,  that 
when  they  are  purfuing  wrong  fteps  in  order 
to  increafe  their  importance,  they  k>fe  what 
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poorer  they  formerly  had.  Such  was  tfie 
cafe  wkh  my  commander  r  for  without  aril 
maimer  of  reafon  he  took  a  diilikc  at  me, 
-whom  he  Warned  for  his  loft  lupremacyr 
t!ho*  every  one  may  at  once  fee  that  he  only 
was  to  blfcitoe. 

I  continued  to  petition  for  tfty  difcharge 
regularly  once  every  month,  referring  my 
taft  petition  always  to  my  former,  and  beg- 
ging leave  to  pay  my  obedience  to  the  king's 
proclamation  :  One  day  I  was  lealing  the 
fifteenth  petition  to  the  Medicine  Chancery, 
and  another  to  the  BritHfc  Ambaflador  to  get 
my  difcharge  from  the  iervice,  when  a  fol- 
der from  Mbfcow  delivered  a  letter  directed 
to  *ie,  giving  me  an  account  that  the  Em- 
prefe  had  appointed  my  worthy  old  com- 
mander, Prince  GisKtzm,  ambafffador  to  the' 
Ouit  of  Perfia,  teFRng  me  at  the  feme  time 
that  die  Prince  was  -very  defirous  to  have  me 
with  him.  This  put  a:  ftop  to  my  petitioning 
at  this  time ;  for  in  a  very  few  days  after  this, 
I  received  a  letter  from  the  Prince,  defitng 
"that  I  would -agree  to  go  with  him,  and  that  he 
liad  bagged  that  an  order  might  be  lent  to 
me  tbr  that  purpofe  ;  providing  flffi  that  I 
would  agree  voluntarily,  and  defired  my  an- 
fwer.  This  way  of  writing  was  Eke  a  gentle- 
man, like  a  man  of  honour,  and  this  is  the 
way  which  eonftandy  has  made  me  very  pli- 
able, I  knew  the  Prince,  Iloved  him  moft 
aifeftSbnafiely,  and  I  fcarcdy  could  deny  trim 
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*ny  thing.  I  confidered  alfb  that  the  Bri* 
tifh  Ambaflador  to  whom  I  was  altogether 
unknown,  might  probably  not  regard,  nor 
give  himfelf  any  trouble  about  my  liberty, 
or  that  of  any  unknown  Britifli  fubjeft,  al- 
though one  would  naturally  think  that  it  was 
part  of  their  duty  to  protect  againft  violence 
all  of  them  redding  in  the  country  where  he 
was  ambaflador  ;  yet  my  fiirmife  is  not  al- 
together without  foundation,  as  will  be 
practically  explained  before  I  left  Riga.  I 
confidered  tliat  if  I  went  with  the  Prince,  I 
might  be  of  ferviee,  without  any  lofs  to  my- 
felf,  to  a  perfon  whom  I  very  truly  efteem- 
ed,  and  at  hft,  if  we  returned  in  fafety,  I 
might  obtain  my  much  wifhed  for  difcharge* 
whereas,  if  I  flayed  there  my  hopes  and 
profpe&  feemed  to  be  very  uncertain.  I 
therefore  relblved  to  go,  and  defired  by  my 
anfwer  that  he  would  caufe  an  order  be  fent 
to  mef  requiring  that  I  fhould  deliver  up  the 
lea  bofpital,  and  every  thing  under  my  care 
and  make  my  repair  to  join  his  fuit  in  Mof- 
cow,  that  I  might  fafely  convoy  my  wife 
and  young  fon  to  her  relations,  that  they 
might  be  in  (afety  whatever  might  happen 
to  myself*  Upon  the  Prince's  receipt  of  my 
letter  I  fbon  received  an  order  from  the  Me- 
dicine Chancery  in  obedience  to  her  Impe* 
rial  Majefty's  commands,  ordering  me  to 
hold  rayfelf  in  readinefs  to  proceed  to  Per- 
fia  with  Prince  Golkzin,  and  to  fend  to  faid 
C  c  Chancery 
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Chancery  a  catalogue  of  what  medicines  I 
might  judge  needful  for  him  alone,  inti- 
mating the  difpenfatorieS  by  which  com* 
pounds  were  to  be  dire&ed.  Without  giving 
notice  to  any  in  Aftrachan,  I  fent  a  copy  of 
tny  orders  to  the  Prince,  and  defined  that  thd 
medicines  according  to  my  catalogue  might 
be  prepared  in  Mofcow,  where  I  expe&ed 
foon  to  arrive  if  the  Prince  judged  it  right. 
I  foon  thereafter  received  another  order  from 
Dr  Kondvide  Vice-prefident  letting  me  know, 
what  I  was  formerly  made  acquainted  witb, 
and  that  a  memorial  was  (eiit  to  the  admiral- 
ty,   by  order  of  the   fenate,  commanding 
them  to  diimifs  me  immediately  from  the  fea 
hofpital  and  port  of  Aftrachan :  Of  which 
I  gave  the  Prince  notice,  that  he  might  dis- 
patch to  me  dire&Iy  what  orders  he  thought 
proper.  At  laft,  orders  were  received  in  die 
port  of  Aftrachan,  from  the  admiralty  to 
difmifs  me  immediately  from  the  hofpital  J 
in  order  that  I  might  be  at  full  liberty  to  o- 
bey  the  Prince's  orders :  Which  according 
to  expectation  I  received  on  the  twentieth  of 
May,  and  having  put  in  order  all  my  af- 
fairs, that  day  I  petitioned  the  chancery  at 
Aftrachan  for  my  travelling  expences  and 
paflport  to    Mofcow.     My  patients  evtiy 
where  were  much  fbrpri(ed  at  this  my  fo 
unexpe&ed  departure,  but  none  £6  much  a* 
the  governor,  who  never  dreamed  of  any 
fuch  change  j  he  endeavoured  to  perftiade 

me 
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gate  to  give  out  that  I  was  unhealthy,  and  he 
did  not  doubt  through  the  intereft  he  had  at 
court  to  get  the  fopjicr  orders  countermand- 
ed :  But  little  did  he  know  that  it  was  la 
very  agreeable  to  myfelf.  I  anfwered  that 
fince  the  firft  day  of  my  entering  into  the 
fervice  I  never  had  denied,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatfbever,  to  do  my  duty,  Tha$ 
now  I  was  commanded  to  have  the  care  of 
a  perfbn  for  whom  I  ever  had  the  greateft  e- 
fteem ;  and  therefore  I  thought  myfelf  en- 
gaged in  a  double  capacity,  both  in  obedi- 
ence to  her  Majefly,  and  alfo  to  the  Prince. 
The  governor  offered  to  pay  me  as  much 
out  of  his  own  money,  as  J  could  reafoft- 
ably  make  by  the  embafly :  Bpt  J  would 
yield  to  none  of  his  propofals,  and  infilled 
upon  jny  pafTport's  being  granted  m  all  hade, 
and  defired  alfo  that  hp  would  grant  me  a 
convoy,  the  paflport  he  could  not  deny, 
but  made  difficulties  in  giving  me  a  convoy : 
Which  I  knew  was  intended  to  deter  me 
from  going  at  that  time,  as  I  was  obliged  to 
march  by  land  through  the  defart,  which  I 
had  little  hopes  of  doing  without  danger* 
However,  he  granted  me  an  order,  feeing  I 
would  not  ftay,  to  get  a  convoy  from  the 
firft  camp  of  Coflacks,  diftant  from  Aftra* 
chaa  at  teaft  one  hundred  verfts,  which  di- 
ftance  I  was  obliged  to  travel  without  any 
convoy,  Mr  George  Thomfon,  agent  for 
the  JkitUh  merchants  trading  to  Perfia,  de- 
fired 
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fired  that  I  would  take  three  Britifh  failors 
with  me  to  Mofcow,  and  prefenc  them  to 
the  care  of  Mr  John  Tamez'in  Mofcow, 
who  had  directions  to  fend  them  to  England. 
I  was  very  glad  to  take  them  with  me,  tho* 
I  had  like  to  have  been  brought  to  trouble 
on  the  road  by  their  folly.  I  got  my  pafl- 
port  dated  the  twenty-third  day  of  May,  and 
aext  day  crofled  the  Volga  about  twelve 
o'clock  accompanied  by  the  three  Britifh  fail- 
ors, three  Tartars  to  whom  the  horfes  be- 
longed, one  Turk  called  Mahomet  my  fer-r 
vant,  and  myfelf,  making  in  all  eight  men. 
The  Britifh  were  well  armed  widi  fire  arms 
and  fwords,  the  Tartars  and  Turk  with 
bows,  arrows  and  fcymitars.  My  wife  a 
failor's  wife,  my  maid  and  young  fbn  made 
up  our  company,  to  tranfport  whom  with 
our  baggage,  we  had  fix  wheeled  carri* 
ages  and  my  waggon,  all  drawn  by  twelve 
horfes. 


CHAP.    XV. 

Being  an  Account  of  my  Journey  from  /fjlra* 
chan  to  Mofcow. 

AFTER  we  had  dined,  we  marched  north 
upon  the  weft  banks  of  the  Volga  a- 
bout  twenty  verfts  that  day,  and  encamped 
qn  the  fide  of  a  beautiful  fmall  meadow,  for 
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jgrafs  to  our  hordes ;  being  a  very  pleafant  e- 
vening,  we  encamped  for  the  firft  night  and 
ever  afterwards  in  this  manner :  We  joined 
the  (hafts   of  our  carts  and  waggon  to  the 
wheels  of  the  next,  and  with  them  formed 
a  kind  of  circle,  fo  diat  upon  occaiion  the 
Kalmucks  could  not  eafily  get  over   with 
their  horfes.     This  being  a  very  pleafant  e~ 
vening,  one  ef  the  failors,  having  formerly 
ferved  under  Admiral  Vernon  at  the  taking 
ef  Portobello,  happened  to  give  us  an  ac- 
count of  that  glorious  achievement,  which 
was  the  remote  caufe  of  all  our  fafeties ;  for 
as  he  was  near  making  an  end  of  his  ftory, 
the  Tartars  alarmed  us  by  acquainting  us 
that  the  Kalmucks  had  eut  the  ropes  from 
two  horfes,  intending  to  have  driven  them 
into  the  defart,  which  was  prevented  by  the 
noife  my  dog  made,  and  our  going  out  im- 
mediately and  firing  fome  (hot  into  the  air* 
This   prevented  our  taking  any  fleep,  the 
night  being  fb  very  dark  that  we  could  fee 
nothing  upon  the  plain  ground,  unlefs  very 
near ;  but  we  could  perceive  any  thing  at  a 
greater  diflance  upon  the  furface  of  the  ri- 
ver.    After  we  were  thus  alarmed,  a  boat 
put   off  into  the   river   from  the  meadow 
where  the  horfes  paftured,  at  which  we  fired, 
but  fo  as  not  to  hurt  the  people  in  her, 
whom  we  interrogated  concerning  what  had 
brought  them  there  at   fuch  unfeafonable 
hours  ?  Jo  which  they  anfwcred,  that  they 
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fought  their  friends.  We  put  out  a  fmall 
£re  which  we  had  made  to  drefc  our  victu- 
als with,  and  watched  the  whole  night.  A* 
feout  an  hour  after  the  firft  alarm,  one  of  the 
Tartan  came  and  foftly  told  us  that  a  very 
large  boat  was  advancing  up  the  fide  of  the 
Volga,  with  the  greateft  filence,  being  only 
pufhed  forward  with  flings,  making  ule  of 
no  oars*  Upon  notice  of  this,  I  defired  the 
Tailors  te  take  care  of  the  waggons,  whilft 
I  went  oi|t  with  the  Tartars  and  my  fervant 
to  bring  in  the  horfes,  to  which  they  chear- 
foUy  agreed.  The  Tartar  who  came  for  me 
Odd  that  the  Kalmucks  were  very  near; 
wherefore  I  ordered1  them  all  to  lie  quiet  be* 
tween  the  horfes  and  water  on  each  fide  of 
me,nor  ufi;  any  violence  to  them, till  I  fhould 
fire  off  a  blunderbufh  which  was,  I  being 
ignorant,  overcharged  ;  but  being  piade  of 
brafs,  I  apprehended  little  danger. 

The  Kalmucks  were  now  very  near,  fo 
that  I  could  perceive  the  boat  very  full  of 
people,  and  we  could  difcern  another  at  a 
greater  diftance,  upon  which  I  ordered  my 
fervant  to  make  enquiry  what  they  wanted, 
and  why  they  came  in  fo  fecret  a  manner, 
and  to  allure  them  that  we  were  upon  our 
guard,  add  determined  to  ftand  to  the  laft, 
refolyed  neither  to  take  nor  grant  quarter. 
They  returned  for  anfwer  that  they  were  ia 
ieareh  of  their  friends  ;  this  is  well  known  to 
be  a  very  common  anfwer  by  the  Kalmucks, 

but 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


TRAVELS.         207 

but  never  to  be  credited  ;  Wg  ordered  (hem 
to  keep  off,  but  they  would  not,  and  were 
beginning  to  point  their  boat  towards  where 
we  lay.  I  (hot  a  piftol  over  their  beads, 
Mahomet  fired  off  a  musket :  They  remain- 
ed quiet,  and  now  being  oppofite  to  til, 
they  fuddenly  turned  their  boat*  and  came 
on  dire<My  with  great  fwiftnefe.  Mahomet 
fired  another  piece,  and  I  at  laft  was  forfced 
to  fke  my  blunderbufh  charged  with  eigh- 
teen (mail  bullets,  larger  than  (Wan  (hot* 
This  had  the  wifhed  for  effed  :  The  Kai» 
mucks  could  not  be  feen,  for  the  (moke  | 
for  there  was  no  wind  to  difpel  it,  however* 
as  fbon  as  I  was  able*  for  I  got  a  vfcry  ftaart 
blow  From  the  blunderbufh,  I  charged  and 
fired  off  amongft  the  fmoke  feveral  times  1 
But  they  Were  retired,  and  the  othetf  boat  al- 
io difappeared.  Nor  could  the  Britifh  fail- 
ors,  who  were  appointed  by  the  carts,  fee  any 
thing  after  the  firfl:  fire  of  the  btonderbuih 
for  the  fmoke,  but  they  heard  at  fame  di± 
fiance  in  the  river  a  moaning,  at  which 
they  {hot  fome  pieces.  My  blUnderflluflt 
charges  being  all  fhot>  I  was  forced  to  nra* 
to  my  waggon  for  ibrae  more,  where  I  found 
my  wife  in  a  very  great  fright :  She  begged 
that  I  *f  ould  flioot  her  and  her  young  ion 
that  (he  might  not  fall  into  the  bands  of  the 
Kalmucks.  I  affured  her  that  they  were  re* 
tired,  and  begged  that  fee  would,  tec  com* 
poled,  that  there  were  two  chsuged  piftob 

under 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ao8         VOYAGES    Atto 

tinder  the  pillows,  which  (he  might  ufe  ad 
(he  (hould  think  proper  after  we  were  de* 
feated,  but  recommended  patience  and  a 
fmall  Chare  of  courage,  afluring  her  at  the 
fame  lime  that  not  one  of  us  was  hurt* 
Thus  we  pafled  the  remains  of  die  night  in 
fear  of  thefe  barbarians,  but  it  was  the  plea* 
fure  of  Heaven  to  prote&  us  ;  for  we  paf* 
fed  the  reft  of  the  night  unmolefted* 

The  caufe  of  my  wife's  great  fear  was  the 
continual  accounts,  which  we  frequently 
were  informed  of,  of  the  moft  atrocious  bar- 
barities committed  by  thefe  Kalmucks,  which 
the  Ruffians  could  not  fupprefs  ;  for  if  they 
rob  a  Ruffian  they  certainly  murder  him,  for 
fear  of  being  dete&ed,  two  inftances  I  fball 
relate  which  happened  in  one  month  imme- 
diately before  our  departure,  A  few  ma- 
rines with  a  ferjeant,  a  Wdm?n  and  her 
child,  were  fent  with  the  EmprefsVmoney* 
which  had  been  collected  at  the  port  of  Ear* 
kee  to  Aftrachan,  diftant  fixty  verfts  ;  as  they 
were  failing  by  fome  reeds,  many  Kalmucks 
in  boats  hid  in  fome  creeks  amongft  the 
feeds  ruihed  out  and  attacked  them :  The 
fbldiers  fought  as  long  as  their  ammunition 
lafted,  and  killed  many  of. them;  But  at 
laft,  overpowered  by  numbers,  they  yielded; 
as  foon  as  the  Kalmucks  had  difarmed  them* 
they  killed  them  all,  except  the  woman  and 
her  child,  whom  they  carried  to  the  banks 
of  the  Volga,  and  after  having,  i»  a  moft 
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inhuman  manner,  gfpfly  abufed  her  during 
the  night  time,  they   carried  her  and  her 
child  into  the  middle  of  the  Volga*' They  beat 
out  the  child's  brains,  and  drowned  the  mo* 
ther.  A  ftritt  iqquifition  having  been  made  af- 
ter the  perpretatdrs  of  this  robbery,  i bme  of 
them  were  feized,.  and  kept  in  cuftody  in 
Aflrachan  at  our  departure •     The  other  in- 
fiance  was  this :  A  Captain  who  had  been  fent 
as  infpe&or  of  the  garrifon  of  Aflrachan,  as 
he  was  returning  with  his  reports  into  Ruffia, 
and  palling  in  a  poft-boat  up  the  river  Vol- 
ga, was  fo  imprudent  a3  feisfce  and  carry  a- 
way  two  of  the  poor  Kalmuck's  children  : 
He  had  not  got  twenty  miles  diflant,  when 
he  was  fuddenly  attacked  by  a  great  number 
of  refolute  Kalmucks,  and  every   one  with 
him   put   to   death,    except   one    GofTack* 
The  Kalmucks  had,  unperCeived  by  the  cap- 
tain, followed  him  ad   clofe  as  they  could, 
but  kept  at  fuch  a  diflance  as  not  to  be  dif- 
coveredj  watching   a  proper    opportunity : 
The  wind  and. (bream  being  againft  them,  the 
captain  ordered  four  of  lib  men  to  draw  the 
boat  by  a  rope  on  the  banks   of  an  ifland 
oppofite  to  a  new  built  fort  called  Eanotaiva, 
formerly  mentioned,  diflant  about  one  hun- 
dred verfts  from  Aflrachan.     The  captain's 
company  confided  of  four  fbldters  and  as 
many  CofTacks,  who  belonged  to  the  poft- 
boat,  but  all  armed,  which,  with  the  captain, 
numbered  nine  inen.     The.  Kalmucks  hid 

D  d  them- 
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themfelves  in   fomc   thicket  by   which  die 
boat  was  to  pafs,  which  no  {boner  came 
near,  than  they  tired  into  the  boat,  and  at 
the  fame  time   Feized  the  rope,  putting  the 
four  men  on  fhore  to  death.     They  drew 
the  boat  to  the  (hone  and  killed  all  the  men 
except  one   Coflack,    who   dropped  down 
at  their  firft  fire,  and  lay  as  if  dead.     They 
dragged  the  captain's  lifelefs  body  on  fliore, 
which   they   mangled,    in   their   barbarous 
manner,  and  having  broken  the  boat  with 
a  defign  to  fink  it,  cut  away  the  rope,  and 
let  it  drive.  It  fell  down  under  fome  bufhes, 
and  there  funk  to  the  bottom.  The  bufhes 
prevented   the    Kalmucks  from  feeing  the 
Coflack  crawl  out  to  the  banks,  but  he  faw 
all  their  inhuman  barbarity,  which  they  had 
performed  with  figns  of  great  fatisfa&ion : 
The  two   pilfered  children  were  fafely,  no 
doubt,  reftored  to  their  parents.     The  Cot 
fack  having  obferved  part  of  their  barba- 
rous transitions,  unperceived,  fled  farther 
into  the  middle  of  the  iiland,  not  doubting 
that  they  would  make  fearch  about  the  banks 
to  know  whether  the  boat  was  funk  or  (till 
fwimming,    which  accordingly    happened. 
After  the  Kalmucks  were  departed  in  great 
joy,  the  Coflack,  in  much  danger,   crofled 
the  Volga,  and   naked,  fatigued,  and  hun- 
gry arrived  in  Eanataiova  and  made  the  a- 
bove  report :  Nor  did  I  ever  learn  whether 
any  of  the  Kalmucks  were  difcovered. 
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Next  morning  we  found  feveral  arrows 
flicking  in  the  ground,  a  great  way  from  the 
place  where  we  lay.  The  Kalmucks  could 
not  perceive  us  from  the  water;  and  there- 
fore, I  fuppofe,  imagined  we  were  at  a  much 
greater  diftance  than  we  were  from  them. 
Thefe  arrows  made  up  the  lofs  which  the 
Tartars  had  fuftained  of  dieirs.  We  now  had 
about  four  Englifh  miles  to  travel  amongft 
hills  of  fluxible  fands,  but  were  obliged  to 
wait  the  riling  of  the  fun  before  we  durft 
travel,  for  fear  the  Kalmucks  had  formed  an 
arabufcade:  Add  to  this  we  thought  it  necef- 
fery  to  caufe  one  of  our  failors  ride  upon  a 
horfe,  at  ibme  diftance  upon  the  tops  of  thefe 
little  hills,  to  difcover  if  our  paffage  was  e- 
very  where  clear  j  for  no  truft.isto  be  put 
in  the  ignorance  of  thefe  wild  people.  They 
are  more  cunning  than  Europeans,  We  at 
laft  arrived  on  the  north  fide  of  thefe  hills,  af- 
ter a  very  fatiguing  march  of  near  four  hours. 
The  fands  were  fo  deep,  that  the  poor  horfes 
were  quite  fatigued  as  we  were,  through  the 
want  of  fleep,  and  being  in  many  places  ob- 
liged, for  the  relief  of  the  horfes,  to  travel 
up  to  the  middle  of  our  legs  in  fand,  which, 
before  we  got  through,  was  icorching  hot. 
When  we  had  pafled  thefe  mountains,wc  dis- 
covered fome  hundred  Kalmuck  tents,  and 
great  herds  of  cattle  feeding  upon  a  meadow, 
at  leaft  four  or  five  Englifh  miles  long,  and 
two  or  three  broad.     It  was  in  this  meadow, 
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not  many  years  before,  that  a  few  Kalmucks 
run  off  with  all  the  moft  valuable  horfes  be-r 
longing  to  four  regiments  of  foot,  in  day- 
light, in  the  view  of  all  the  foldiers;  norcpuld 
they  ever  recover  them  again :  This  they  at-r 
chieved  in  the  following  manner. 

The  camp  being  formed  on  the  banks  of 
the  Volga,  the  horfes  were  turned  out  to  grafst 
and  a  few  foldiers  had  orders  to  keep  watch 
on  the  backs  of  fome  of  the  beft  horfes.  Af- 
ter thefe  orders  had  been  put  in  execution  for 
fome  hours,  and  nothing  could  be  feen  in  that 
meadow,  which  was  like  a  bowling  green, 
the  drought  being  exceflive,  the  foldiers  had 
orders  to  difmount ;  but  to  make  their  horfes 
feet  fo  fejft  with  cords,  that  they  might  be 
eafily  taken.  The  cunning  Kalmucks  obfer- 
ved  all  their  motions,  and  the  grafs  being  ve- 
ry long,  unperceived,  they  drew  near  where 
the  faddled  horfes  were  feeding:  At  once  eve- 
ry man  feized  his  horfe,  mounted,  and  fet 
up  a  barbarous  yelping,  which  alarmed  the 
horfes,  and  by  this  means  drove  them  into 
the  defart,  whence  they  never  returned. 
The  poor  unfortunate  officers  not  only  loft 
the»r  own  horfes,  but  were  obliged  to  pay 
xpr  the  Emprefs'*,  for  not  keeping  better 
guard. 

The  fight  of  fo  many  Kalmucks  tents  in 
the  meadow,  difconcerted  roe  not  a  littles 
but  there  was  no  going  back.  We  encamped 
three  or  four  hours   on  the  fouth  fide  of  a 
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deep  brook  running  out  of  a  long  frefh  wa- 
ter lake,  eaftward  into  the  Volga,  and  after- 
wards drove  weft  by  the  fide  of  the  lake,  the 
weft  end  of  which,  when  we  had  reached  it, 
we  left,  and  drove  as  near  north  as  we  could 
guefs  into  the  defart.  About  fun-fet  we  were 
happy  to  difcover  a  frefli  water  lake,  where 
we  encamped  for  the  night,  having  plenty  of 
good  water  and  grafs   for  our  horfes.     As 
toon  as  day  appeared,  we  marched  on,  and 
palled  Eanataiova  caftle  aboyt  dinner  time, 
and  encamped  about  two  verfts  on  the  north 
fide  from  it.     I  permitted  one  of  the  failors 
to  go  into  the  town  to  buy  provifions ;  but 
he  got  drunk,   and  keeped  us  waking  very 
long:  When  I  reproved  him, he  threatened  to 
ftrike  at  me;  but  I  inflandy  caufed  feize  him, 
and  made  him  fa  ft  with  ropes,  and  would  have 
fent  him  and  his  wife  to  the  caftle,  in  order 
to  be  returned  in  fafety  to  Aftrachan ;  but 
Mr  Oneman  their  mate  begged  that  I  would 
carry  him  fecured  with  ropes  till  the  liquor 
had  fpent  its  ftrength.     Accordingly  we  de- 
parted, and  very  late  encamped  for  the  night 
in  a  creek  of  the  Volga.      Next  day  towards 
the  evening,  the  lun  being  about  an  hour  a- 
bove  the  horizon,  we  (pied  at  a  diftance,  a 
large  camp  in  a  high  land.     They  likeways 
fpied  us,  and  difpatched  a  few  horfemen  to 
lee  who  we  were.     They  were  a  regiment  of 
CofTacks,  confiding  of  about  twelve  or  thir- 
teen hundred  men  commanded  by  their  own 

Colonel, 
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Colonel.  With  thefe  fcouts  I  fent  the  Go- 
vernor of  Aftrachan's  order,  commanding 
them  to  give  me  a  convoy  of  four  men,  and 
a  greater  number  where  danger  was  fufpett- 
ed,  and  to  change  them  at  every  new  camp 
for  frefh  men.  I  defired  them  to  make  my 
compliments  to  the  Colonel,  and  tell  him  that 
I  deligned  to  take  up  my  quarters  for  the 
night,  about  three  or  four  verfts  diftant  from 
his  camp ;  and  that  I  had  a  glafs  of  good  wine 
at  his  fervice,if  he  would  honour  me  with  his 
company  at  fupper. 

The  Coflacks  in  general  are  not  proud,but 
very  frank,  and  great  lovers  of  ftrangers.  It 
was  not  long  before  he  arrived  with  four  men 
for  me,  and  a  few  to  efcort  him  to  the  camp 
when  he  returned :  He  delivered  alfo  the  or- 
der from  the  Governor.  He  was  a  very  fen- 
fible  man,  #nd  we  pafled  the  night  very  a- 
greeably  ;  for  he  did  not  return  till  the  fun 
was  near  riifing,  being  time  for  us  to  march. 
Amongft  vari  ety  of  difcour  fe,he  congratulated 
me  on  my  fafe  arrival  there  from  Aftrachan; 
telling  me  that  I  had  efcaped  'much  danger ; 
but  adding,  that  he  hoped  we  Ihould  meet 
with  no  danger  between  his  camp  and  Tzarit- 
xin ;  becaufe,  faid  he,  there  are  but  few 
poor  Kalmucks  upon  the  banks  of  the  Volga 
in  thewaytoTzaritzin:  That  a  memorial  had 
been  early  fent  to  their  Prince,  letting  him 
know,  that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to 
pafs  farther  north  than  Eanataiova  cafile  that 

Tyear; 
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year;  but,  faid  the  Colonel,  thefe  villains  are 
not  to  be  kept  in  any  order  ;  would  you  be 
lieve  it,  continued  he,  thatyefterday  at  noon, 
two  dragoons  were  lent  with  fome  orders  to 
the  Governor  of  Eanataiova:  The  men  were 
fatigued  having  rode  about  thirty  verftsj  they 
therefore  made  their  horfes  fecure,to  feed  upon 
the  banks  of  the  lake  you  juft  now  palled  by, 
two  verfts  fouth  from  the  Coflack  camp,  and 
compofed  themfelves  to  take  a  (hort  fleep. 
The  dragoons  had  not  fleeped  long,  until  fix 
armed  Kalmucks  appeared  on  horfe-back,  and 
in  view  of  the  Coflack  camp,  (hot  both  the 
dragoons  fleeping,  and  carried  away  their 
hories,  cloaths,  and  arms.  The  Colonel  fent 
a  party  of  his  men  well  armed,  and  mount- 
ed on  fwift  horfes.  They  came  up  with  them, 
wounded  fome,  but  brought  them  all  to  the 
camp,  and  fent  them  to  Aftrachan.  The  dra- 
goons horfes,  cloaths,  arms,  and  ammunition 
were  fent  to  the  regiment  •  The  dragoons  dead 
bodies,  the  retaking  of  their  horfes  and  arms, 
was  a  fufficient  evidence  againft  the  Kal- 
mucks; for  this  reafon  the  Colonel  faid  that 
he  had  fent  them  to  Aftrachan ;  but,  faid  he, 
there  are  many  examples  of  dragoons  and 
Cofiacks  having  fent  thefe  barbarians  to  A- 
ftrachan  for  trial  and  pun ifhment ;  but  when 
they  arrived  there,  the  people  were  obliged 
to  attend  for  months,  and  fometimes  years, 
before  they  could  be  permitted  to  go  home, 
at  their  own  proper  charges  j  but,  faid  he,  I 

have 
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have  taken  a  more  immediate  way  of  pro- 
ceeding again/t  them;  for  having  tried  them 
according  to  the  cuftoms  qf  the  Collacks,  I 
caufe   them  fuffer  death  by  drowning  them 
in  the  middle  of  the  Volga,  and  ftaving  theiir 
boats.     Indeed  hi$  way  of  proceeding  was 
reafbnable,  tho*  not  legal;  and  confequently 
I  fufpetted,  when  difcovercd,  might   prove 
troublefomej  if  not  dangerous  for  him.     He 
acknowledged  this  to  be    true,  but   denied 
that  it  was  probable  a  difcovery  could  ever 
be  made  j  becaufe,  faid  he,  ib  was  agreed  to 
by  all  the  CojQacks  under  his  command,  and 
they  took  care  that  no  Kalmucks  ever  faw 
fuch   e^eciijion^.     However,   I  frankly  told 
him,  that  LwUhed  he  might  not  be  brought 
to  trouble  about.it,  and  therefore  defired  him 
to  get  an  oi;der  from  the  Governor  to  pro- 
ceed in  this  manner,  which  I  thought  would 
not  be  difficult tb  obtain;  becaufe  I  wasfure 
he  had  no  regard  for  them;   and  this  would 
effeftually  fcreen.him  from  all  danger.     He 
promifed  to  make  a  trial  to  get  fuch  an  or- 
der; and  every  thing  being  ready  we  parted 
in  frienflfhip. .  I  arrived  iqi  Tchcnpiayar  as  ex-" 
perrtioufly  asith^,  poor  horfes  could  draw  our 
machines,  without  meeting  with    any  thing 
worth  relating,  before  dinner,  on   the  31ft 
May,  O.  S.     The  commandant  being  an  ac- 
quaintance, I  dined  with  him;    and  having 
got  a  convoy  of  Collacks,  who  were  to  con- 
dudl  me  to  Tzaritein,  we  fet  out  about  fix  of 
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the  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  travelled 
abont  ten  verfts,  when  we  fupped,  and,  be* 
ing  advifed  by  our  convoy,  we  fet  out  and' 
travelled  about  eight  verfb  further,  and  let  up 
not    far    from   a  large  Jake   of  frefti  water  * 

on  the  eaft,  and  hills  at  fome  diflance  on  the 
weft.  Having  taken  a  glafs  freely  with  the 
commandant,  and  being  fatigued,  1  foon  fell 
afleep.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  one  of 
the  convoy  difturbed  me,  and  told  me  that  he 
had  difcovered  a  large  body  of  men  under 
the  hills,  and  that  they  had  fenc  out  a  few 
horfemen,  who  had  rode  at  fome  diftance 
round  our  waggons ;  he  therefore  had  taken 
in  thehorfes,  and  now  wanted  to  know  what 
I  (hould  advife.  With  the  greateft  filenee,  I 
caufed  all  the  men  get  up,  and  take  to  iheir 
arms:  When  every  thing  was  ready,  I  afked 
the  Coflacks,  If  they  could  guels  who  the 
ftrangers  were  ?  to  which  they  anfwcred  in 
the  negative:  Then  I  ordered  one  of  them, 
who  had  a  veryfwift  horfe,  to  get  ready,  and 
fet  out  for  Tchornayar  to  beg  atliftance  from 
the  commandant,  to  which  he  readily  agreed; 
but  begged  leave  to  call  to  them,  and  fee 
who  they  were,  faying  that  hisfc  horfe  was  fo 
very  fleet,  that  fuppofing  a  party  of  them 
(hould  purfue  him,  he  would  have  no  dread 
cf  being  taken.  The  moon  Was  (hining 
bright,  and  I  confented  to  his  reafonabie  de- 
mand; he  fet  out;  and,  at  his  return,  we  were 
agreeably  informed  th$t  they  were  friends,  be* 
E  e  ing 
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ing  three  hundred  Coflacks,  who  had  been 
lately  changed i  and  were  returning  to  their 
own  country. 

Next  morning  we  decamped  fooner  than 
our  neigbours.  Before  we  had  travelled  three 
verfts,  a  Coflack    brought  my  fon's  mantle, 
which   the  maid  had  dropped   out   of.  the 
waggon,  and  delivered  it,      I  offered  him 
half  a  ruble  for  his  honefty,  which  he  would 
not  accept  of,  telling  me  that  he  was  a  Cof- 
fack,  and   deipifed   keeping  any  thing   be- 
longing to   his   neighbours.     This  ban  in- 
ftance  of  Coflack  honour  and  honefty.  {could 
not    prevail   widi    them   to   go    with     us; 
becaule     they  were    all    horfemen,   lightly 
mounted,  and  we  were  obliged  to  move  (low- 
ly, being  heavy  loaded.     They  pafled  u$  all, 
wifhing  that  we  might  fafely  arrive  inTzarit- 
zin.     We  had  fcarcely  travelled  ten   verfts 
after  thi$,  when  we  were  obliged  to  halt,  by 
•  reafon  of  an  inlet  into  the  Volga,  at  leaft  two 
fathoms  deep,   from  the  high  water  of  the 
Volga,  and  a  hundred  feet  broad.    It  m*y  be 
remembered,  that  I  pafled  the  fame  way  for- 
merly  with  Major   TatMhofF,   when  it  was 
quite  dfy.     I  inquired,  How  far  it  was  from 
this  place  to  any  part  of  the  inlet  which  was 
fordable  ?  I  was  anfwered,  that  it  was  at  leaft 
iixty  verfts ;  that  the  paflage.  would  prove  ve- 
ry dangerous;    becaufe  many    of  the  vtry 
worft  of  the  Kalmucks  fed  their  horfes  there, 
that  they  might  have   good  opportunities  of 
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making   inroads   into  Ruflia;     which   they 
frequently  did,   notwithftanding  all  the  care 
taken  by  the  Ruffians  to  prevent  them.  When 
I  was  mufing  and  confulting;  what  every  one 
thought  beft  to  be  done,  one  of  the  Tartars 
fa  id,    that  if  I  would    take   his    advice,  he 
would  carry  us  all  over  in  (afety  in  a  few 
hours.      I  begged   him  to  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  effeft  what  he  had  promifed.  He  did 
fo,  by  unpacking  two  Tartar  waggons,  and 
taking  the  wheels  off  them  j  then  he  made  a 
float   by  laying  them  togedier .  with    rope6> 
and    made   this  float  faft  to  ahorfe's  tail; 
then   having   loaded    it,    he    plunged  into 
the  water,  and  (wimmed    always  with  the 
horfe,  which,  as  there  was  neither  wind  nor 
ftream,  was  not  very  difficult^  and  after  this 
manner  he  tranfyorted  us  an^l  our  baggage 
in  fefe  that  two  hours.     The  Coflacks  would 
not  be  tranfported  upon  the^  float ;  but  fwim- 
med  with  their  horfes.     On  the  other  fide  of 
Tchornayar,   having  been  informed,  that  I 
would  have  no  chance  of  buying  provffions 
in  the  defart, bet  ween  that  city  and lzaritziq, 
I  bought  two  fheep  for*myovfn  family,  one 
of  which  we  killed   this  day \rt and  the  othpr 
was  brought  in  the  baggage  cart,which,hav- 
iiig  been  carried  over  at  t&e\Beginning,  I  or- 
dered to  let  go  and  feed  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river.      Whjeii   every  thing  was    ready, 
Mahomet  was  fent  to  bring   in  the  flieep. 
Tho*  it  canfed  at  leaftan  hour's  delay,  yet  it 

produced 


220  VOYAGES      AND 

produced  no  fmall   divfcrfion  to  us  all ;   the 
iheep  had  no  inclination  to  be  taken,  and 
Mahomet  had  as  little  inclination  to  leave  it; 
the  chace  continued  upon  our  fide  of  the  in- 
let a  long  time,  at  laft  the  fheep  being  very 
hardly  purfued,  took  the  water  and  fwimmed 
ftraight  to  the  other  fide  j    this  disconcerted 
Mahomet  a  little  ;  however  he  dripped,  and 
notwithftanding  I  ordered  him  to  give  over 
the    purfuit,    he    plunged    into   the    water, 
and  purfued   fo    clofely,    that  he  had  veiy 
near  caught  it,   as  it  was  getting  out  on 
the  oppofite  banks  when  the  fame  farce  was 
afted  over  again ;  but  the  poor  creature  was 
necefGtated  to  take  to  the  water  a  fecond  time, 
when  Mahomet  with  great  eafe  came  up  with 
it,  and  brought  it  to  us.     Mahomet  judged 
very  right  ;    for  if  we  had    not  taken  the 
ftieep,  we  would  have  been  neceflitated  to 
travel  two  days  without  any  good  provifion, 
becaufe  meat  would  not  keep  longer  than 
forty-eight  hours ;     which    we  experienced 
next  day,  the  heat  was  fo  great.     We  met 
with  nothing  remarkable    between  this  and 
Tzaritzin,  except  that  within  five  verfts  of 
that  city  the  Coflacks  and  Tartars  defired  to 
feed  two  hours,  that  they  might  the  better 
draw   their  waggons  over   fome   high  hills 
which  we  had  to  crofs.      At   this  time  our 
provifion  was  altogether  eaten  up,  except  a 
little  {linking  butter,   and  broken  bread,  as 
hard  as  flint.     Every  one  was  calling  out 
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hunger*  and  I  amongft  the. reft,  I  took 
a  walk  alongft  the  banks  of  the  Volga,  and 
found  great  plenty  of  excellent  muflirooms, 
of  which  we  gathered  abundance  for  us  all.  I 
found  alfo  a  great  quantity  of  excellent  fweet 
arrach,  which' we  boiled,  and  made  a  pretty 
good  rcpafh  During  our  ftay  here,  which 
was  about  two  hours,  one  of  my  convoy's 
horfe  was  bit  by  fome  ferpeot,  of  j  which  it 
was  thought  it  would  die.  I  gave  upon  this 
occalion  a  ruble  to  the  Coflack,  and  got  the 
commandant's  promife  to  get  a  contribution 
at  Tzaritzin  for  him ;  which,  I  doubt  not  j  he 
received. 

We  met  with  nothing  remarkable  between 
this  and  Tzaritzin ,  except  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
in  drawing  up  and  down  the  fteep  hills* 

At  Tzaritzin  I  paid  my  faithful  Tartars, 
called  for  frefli  horfes  ;  and  having  paid  my 
ref pedis  to  my  old  friend  the  commandant, 
took  my  departure,  that  very  evening  by  the 
north  fide  of  the  line  towards  the  Don, 
When  we  were  abbut  three  verfts  diftant  from 
the  middle  cattle,  the  people  defired  I  would 
fet  up  my  tc&z  for  the  night  upon  the  fide 
of  a  brook,  where  there  was  plenty  of  water 
and  grafs  for  their  horfes ;  becaufe,  they 
faidj.  a  Swede,  a  captain,  commanded,  who 
would  fuffer  none  to  p^&,,  except  -cabinet 
couriers,  in  the  night  time.  In  commifera- 
tion  to  thefe  poor  people  I  did  lb  ;  and  next 
morning  advanced  to  the  caftle,  and  fent  my 
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fervant  with  the  paffport  to  the  captain,  who 
could  get  no  admittance ;    nor  would  the 
guards  permit  us  to  proceed.     Such  rigorous 
treatment  I   could  hot  relifh,  and  therefore 
went   myfelf*      Upon  letting  the  centinels 
know  who  I  was,  I  got  ready  admittance  in* 
to  the  callle  ;  and  being  fhown  the  door  of 
the  houfe  where  the  captain  lived,   I  enter- 
ed into  the  firft  chamber,  where  his  fervant 
was  in  waiting.     He  afked  my  bufinefs  ?     I 
anfwered,  I  wanted  to  fee  the  commander 
immediately,  and    defired  him  to  acquaint 
him  fo.     The   fellow  taking  me  for  a  mer- 
chant, (fuch  people  having  no  refpe&  paid 
them  by  the  army,   except  they  pay  for  it)f 
defired  me  to  return  and  wait  till  the  captain 
was  drefled.      At  this  I  ftormed,  threaten* 
ing  to  have  his   captain  puniflied,  if  1  was 
flopped  ten   minutes.      Our   noife  alarmed 
the   captain,  Vedemarj,    though  he  did  not 
hear  what  we  faid.     He  burft  open  the  door, 
and,  in  a  very  angry  mood,  asked,  in  a  hur- 
ry, fome  impertinent  queftions ;  to  all  which 
I  anfwered  (obfefving  his  impertinent  fer- 
vant fheeting)  wkh  fome  calmnefs,    that  I 
had  been  waiting  without,  within  the  caftle, 
and  in  his  antichamber,  about  an  hour.  Then 
I  told  him  who  I  was,  and  (hewed  him  my 
paflports.     £,aftly,  I  obferved,  that  as  he  was 
a  foreigner,  I  was  forry  to  find  fo  little  po- 
Ikenefs,  and  fo  much  impertinence  from  his 
fervant.     I  made  him  recolleft  the  common 
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observation  of  the  moft  fenfible  people  in  the 
world,  that  where-ever  fervants  are  ohferved 
to  be  rude  to  ftrangers,  or  any  other,  it  is  a 
Ihrewdfignoftlie  inlufficiency  oftheir  mafters, 
and  generally  leaves  a  low  and  pitiful  opinion, 
that  the  ftranger  muft  entertain    of  them. 
I  obferved  the  captain,  upon  mentioning  the 
grand  Perfian  embafly,  and  that,  in  my  opi-? 
nion,  we  would  all  in  a  fliort  time  pals  this 
way,    melted  into  extreme   good  humour ; 
and  to  confirm  that  he  was  fo,  he  punifhed 
his  (ervant  inftantly,  (wearing,  that  he  never 
let   an     uncivil    (ervant      go    un punifhed. 
After  taking  a  glais   or   two   of  very  good 
wine,  he  importuned  me  to  (lay  longer.     I 
told  him  that  Mfs  Cook  would  be  unealy  at 
the  (lay  I  had  already  made.     Upon  which, 
in  tlie  greateft  hurry,  he  put  on  his  beft  wig, 
and  fword  by  his  fide,  and  walked  out  with 
me,  and  prefled  my   wife  much    to  take  a 
fmall  repaft  in  the  caftle.     The  hirelings  re- 
jected   that,    as    their   time   was  precious  j 
which  indeed  was  true.     I  wras  of  the  fame 
opinion.     But  the  Captain,  oblerving  that  a, 
little  reft,  and   the  curiofity   of  yifiting  the 
caftle  was  agreeable  to  Mrs  Cook,  ordered 
the  horfes  to  be  unyoked,  and  drove  into  a 
fine  meadow  of  grafs  under  the  caftle  wall, 
commanding  the  foldiers  upon  the  walls  to 
fire  atany  perfon  who  (hould  dare  go  to  near 
the  horfes,  till  farther  orders.     The  boors, 
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feeing  their  horfes  fare  fo  well,  feemed  very 
well  fatisfied  ;  but  were  much  more  fo  when 
they  were  favoured  with  a  few  glades  of  the 
captain's  corn  fpirits.  We  pafled  about  two 
hours  very  agreeably  in  this  caltle,  and  de- 
parted in  great  friendihip.  The  captain 
gave  orders  not  to  flop  the  hirelings  in  their 
return,  though  in  the  night-time.  And  thus 
every  thing  ended  to  the  general  fatisfa&ion 
of  us  all:  Nor  did  we  meet  with  any 
thing  worth  taking  notice  of  till  we  arrived 
at  Michaelova  poit-houfe. 

The  city  of  Michaelova  is  built  upon  a 
rifing  ground.  The  Don  waflies  it  on  the 
foudi,  and  a  branch  of  the  fame  river  fur-' 
rounds  it  on  all  (ides,  fordable  only  in  one 
place,  where  their  poft-houfe  is  built  in  foil 
view  of  the  city.  We  arrived  about  twelve 
of  the  clock  in  the  day  ;  two  of  the  failors 
defired  to  buy  provifions  in  the  city  ;  which 
was  readily  granted,  providing  they  would 
return  foon,  to  which  they  readily  agreed* 
I  waited  two  full  hours,  and  ordered  the 
horfes  to  be  yoked,  defjgning  to  make 
them  imagine  that  I  would  have  no  farther 
concern  with  fbch  head-ftrong  ungovern- 
able people  as  they  were.  Very  lucky  it 
was  that  the  horfes  were  yoked  in  ;  for  the 
horfes  were  fcarcely  put  to,  than  we  fpied 
our  two  adventurers,  purfued,  running  to 
the  water  fide,  where  they  feized  upon  a 
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JmaSL  boat,,  and  immediately  eroded  over  t* 
us,  ai\d  took  their  places   in  their  qait$.     ( 
then  ordered  the  hories  to  bfe  drove  On  with 
good  {peed,   much  againft  the  wiH  of  the 
drivers,  who  were  afraid  that  their  towns- 
men would  take  their  ^ifohedience  to  their 
commands  very  ill ;  for  they  from  tfa  other 
fide  ordered  them  not  ttf  proceed  till  they 
came  over;     As  we  had  but  twenty  yerfts  t? 
drive  to  Chopra  cattle,  I  was  of  opinioi), 
that  if  any*  good  could  be  done  ftfr  them,  my 
old  acquaintance  the  governor  would  have 
contributed  bfc  afiiftatnce  to  have  made  it  up 
amicably  j  whereas  if  the  Coflacks  had  once 
hid  hold  of  them,  th*y  would  have  puoifhed 
them  by  their  own  laws  jf   nor  would  have 
fhown  the  lead  regard  fot  me.     When  we 
arrived  in  Chopra,  I  ordered  hories  to  be  got 
ready,  atfd  loft  no  time  in  driving  on  to  the 
next  poft-houfe  hi  the  defafrt,  formerly  taken 
notice  of;    2nd  there,  wfch  firefb  horfes,  I 
made  no  (lay,  but  drove  tin  to  the  next  in 
courfc.    This  1  did,  that  if  any  pcfrfiiit  was 
intended*  they  would  be  informed  at  the 
pofthoufe,  or  by  the  people  who  rettirned 
with  the  horfes,  that  I  made  no  ftop  any 
where ;  wherefore  it  would  be  mipdflibk  te 
overtake  me  till  I  would  be  quite  Out  of  the 
province  of  Veroriks  ;    becanfe  they  could 
get  no  other  hories  than  thefe  I  had  made 
«fe  of  before  them.     Thus,  at  die  hazard  of 
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a  good  deal  of  trouble,  expence,  and  uneaii- 
ncfs,  I  faved  my  troublefome  countrymen, 
who  very  probably,  in  their  own  country, 
would  not  have  efcaped  fo  eafily.     I  wanted 
to  know  the  caufe  of  all  this  trouble  I  had 
undergone  for  them;    and,  in  a  merry  hu- 
mour, begged  that  they  would  indulge  me 
with  their  account  of  it.     They,  thinking, 
no  doubt,  that    I    would  approve  of  their 
frolic,    being    at    leaft  as    young    as    any 
one  of  them,   told  me,  that,  after  they  had 
made  their  market,  they  went  into  a  houfe  to 
take  a  draught  of  fome  liquor,  where  they 
faw  very  pretty  women,  whom  they  invited 
to  take  a  fliare   of  it.     After  the  women 
had  drank  a  few  glades  of  mead,   die  tars 
wanted  to  proceed  to  liberties ;    to   which 
the  women  not  confenting,  and  being  much 
affronted  at  their  audacioufnefs,  after  they 
had  told  them,  that  they  were  married  wo- 
men, bawled  out ;  by  which  I  fufpeft  the 
failors  wanted  to  force    them.     The  noife 
foon  aftembled  a  mob  at  the  door,  which  the 
failors,  however,  had  made  faft,  previous  to 
their  defign.     The  failors,  perceiving  their 
danger,  paid  for  their   liquor,    made   their 
efcape  out  of  a  window  into  a  garden,  over 
the  dyke  of  it,  and  wall  of  the  town.     They 
made  not  the  leaft  hefitation  to  fcramble,  nor 
to  feize  the  firft  boat  with  oars  which  they 
came  to*  and  fo,   as  has  been  faid,  came  to 
us.     When  they  had  made  an  end  of  their 
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diicourfe,  I  endeavoured  to  convince  them 
of  the  viflany  which  they  had  attempted ; 
and  allured  them,  that  it  was  my  opinion, 
that,  had  the  Coflacks  fucceeded  in  capti- 
vating them,  they  would  not  by  this  time 
have  been  permitted  to  live.  I  faid,,  that 
as  they  were  my  countrymen,  and  as- 1 
had  given  my  promife  to  Mr  Thomfon  to 
convey  them  fafe  to  Mofcow,  I  would  en- 
deavour to  do  fo  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  af- 
ter this  day,  I  was  determined  to  take  my  re- 
pads  in  my  tent  in  die  open  fields,  at  lead 
one  verft  diftant  from  any  city  or  village, 
and  proceed  regularly  on  my  way  to.  Mof- 
cow ;  therefore  advifcd  them,  who  fcarcely 
could  aik  for  any  thing  in  the  Ruffian  lan- 
guage, to  be  very  cautious  what  they  did  ; 
for  determined  I  was  henceforth,  to  give  my- 
felf  no  further  concern  about  prote&ing  fuch 
irregular  people*  I  told  them,  that  I  was 
not  ignorant  that  they  defigned  to  take  a 
view  of  Ivangorod,  where  it  was  then  belie- 
ved the  unfortunate  branches  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily were  kept  prifoners.,  I  honeftly  warn- 
ed them  of  their  danger,  and  aflured  them, 
that  if  they  made  any  fuch  attempt,  or  fo 
much  as  fpoke  to  any  perfon  about  them,  it 
would  endanger  their  lives  ;  but  if  they  pre- 
ferred their  lives,  they  would  undoubtedly 
lofe  their  liberties;  and  that,  in  that  cafe, 
it  would  be  as  dangerous  for  me,  or  any 
other,    to   fpeak  in  their  favour,     Mr   O 
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jiamn  *was  fcnfiblt  of  the  truth  of  all  this, 
and  uftd  what  arguments  he  conic)  to  con- 
vince them  of  their  danger*     We  arrived 
within  avgrftof  Jv^ngorod,  where  I  flopped 
to  uike  a  lefrefhtnent,  and  kept  the  faUon 
froto  go|ng  po  the  cijy?     I  fpoke  privately 
to  the  eamfhicks*  or  people  to  whom  the 
fcorfes  belonged,  to  drive  on  at  a  gopd  fhkart 
trot,  till  we  arrived  at  the  city,  then  to  drive 
through  at  a  foil  gallop,  in  otder  to  prevent 
thefe  ignorant  people  from  bringing  them* 
felvtes  into  further    trouble.     As    I    took 
jay  place  in  the  rear,  and  Mr  Oneman   iq. 
front,  I  (aw  it  performed  to  my  wifh :   Nor 
did  the  drivers  give  over  till  we  were  at 
leaft  two  verfts  diftant  from  the  dtyt     After 
this  I  met  with  nothing  to  difturb  me  till  I 
arrived  at  Mbfcow  on  the  1 9th  day  of  June, 
having  travelled  1563  verfts  w  twenty**!* 
days,  by  land,  heavy  loaded,  and  delivered 
my  charge  in  fafety  to  Mr  Tamas,  of  whom 
I  was  very  glad  to  be  freed.     As  I  was  dri- 
ving flowly  through  the  ftreets  of  Mofcow  to 
the  prince's  houfe,  I  accidentally  met  with 
Major  Berczin,  who  was  as  adjutant  to  the 
prince,    hut  now   was  honoured  with  die 
place  of  marfhal  of  the  embafly,     He,  a? 
xnongft  other  things,  told  me  of  the  death 
of  the  incomparable  princefs  Catharine  Gor 
Jkzin,   the  prince's  eldeft  daughter.     I  db 
jwt  believe  any  piece  of  intelligence  could 
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have  b$ei>  more    affefting  to  me.     The 
major  defired  that  I  would  take  no  notice  of 
it  to  her  parents,  and  appear  as  if  I  had 
known  nothing  of  it.     This  was  abfolutely 
iidpoffiblfe,  haviijg  been  (b  lately  made  ac- 
quainted with  her  ievere  end*     However, 
I  behaved  with  all  the  refolution  and  pru- 
dence of  which  1  was  capable,     We  arrived 
before  dinner,  and  by  the  time  we  had  dif- 
pofed  of  oar  baggage*  and  paid  our  compli- 
ments to  this  iUuftrious  family,  we  were  or- 
dered to  come  to  dinner*     Dinner  being 
ended,  the  princefe  rofe  fooner  than  ordina- 
ry, ami  defired  to  fpeak  with  «*e  in  the  par* 
lour,     I  no  fooner  entered*  than  after  ha- 
ving discharged  3  flood  of  feais,  (he  gave  me 
{he  melancholy  hiftory  of  her  moft  accom- 
pltfhed  daughter,  and  told  me,  that  the  Em* 
prefe  had  twice  verbally  ordered  Count  Le- 
ftoig  to  fend  for  ine ;  becaufe,  (he  faid,  that 
her  daughter  Catharine  was  of  opinion,  that 
if  I  had  had  the  care  of  her,  (he  would  be  in 
no  danger.  Of  this  I  am  very  uncertain  j  for 
(he  was  far  advanced  in  a  deep  confumption 
before  I  could  have  reached  Mo(bowf 
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CHAP-     XVI. 

The  author  arrives  at  Mofeow.     A  defcription 
of  the  monajlery  ofjerufalem.  , 

\  S  I  was  a  ftranger  in  this  city,  I  em- 
J[\  ployed  my  time,  for  about  a  week,  in 
vifiting  it,  and  only  one  monaftery,  called 
Jerufalem's  monaftery  f  diftant  from  Mofcow  a- 
bout  fixty  verfts.  As  I  have  already  given 
a  general  defcription  of  this  city,  Khali  here 
give  a  (hort  defcription  of  this  monaftery,  fo 
famous  through  all  Ruflia.  The  church, 
bifhop's  and  priefts  houfes,  fyc.  are  all  en- 
clofed  with  high  brick  walls,  the  wall  form- 
ing one  fide  of  the  bifhop's  palace,  all  built 
on  a  beautiful  detached  hill,  having  on  the 
eaft,  north,  and  weft  the  fineft  lawns 
in  the  world,  through  which  glides  a 
noble  river.  In  the  plain,  upon  the  banks 
of  the  river,  (lands  the  builder's  romantic 
houfe,  all  built  of  ftone.  Prince  Michael 
Golitzin,  Major  Berezin,  and  I  arrived  at  the 
monaftery,  juft  as  the  priefts  had  begun  the 
forenoon  fervice  ;  wherefore  we  determined 
<to  vifit  the  builder's  houfe,  hofpital,  and  ap- 
pendages belonging  to  this  celebrated  church. 
We  were  let  out  at  a  fmall  back  entry,  de- 
fcended  a  pleafant  equal  bank,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded  about   half  a  verft  to  this  romantic 
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pile :    It  flood  quite  alone,  three  (lories  in 
height,  in  every  one   of  which  were  four 
rooms,  except  the  ground-ftory,  where  were 
his  kitchen,  flore-room,  and  a  room,  I  ima- 
gine, for  his  attendants.     The  area  of  each 
of  thele  rooms  was  but  about  eight,  or  at 
moft  nine  feet  fquare  ;  in  every  one  was  a 
fmall  flove  ;    his  bed-ftead  was  of  ftone,  as 
were  the  bed  and  pillow  ;  his  chairs  were  of 
the  fame  materials :  Every  ftory  of  this  houfe 
was  vaulted,  and  it  was  flat  on  the  roof,  for 
the   conveniency  of  taking  a   view  of  the 
country.     It  had  but  one  entry,  and  every 
room  received  light  from  one  window  of  the 
leaft  fize  .  The  builder  was  a  hermit,  and  a 
profefled  religious. 

The  hofpital  was  not  very  large,  but  well 
enough  provided  with  every  neceflary  but 
medicine  :  Plrayers  were  fufficient  to  cure  all 
the  difeafes  which  appeared  in  this  holy 
place.  If  no  cure  happened  ta  be  perform- 
ed, an  anfwer  was  not  wanting,  viz.  that 
God  had  determined  a  certain  time  for  him 
to  be  cleanfed  from  the  difeafes  of  his  foul, 
as  well  as  his  body.  When  death  enfiicd, 
nothing  could  prove  more  advantageous, 
for  he  went  immediately  to  heaven  from 
God's  own  temple  of  Jerufalem,  without  the 
lead  dread  of  purgatory,  and  his  body  was 
depofitcd  in  the  holieft  of  ground,  till  the  re- 
furre&ion.  . 
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On  the  Weft  ertd  of  the  church  was  one  <lf 
the  moft  capacious  copulas  I  have  ever  feen, 
only  the  middle  of  the  arch  had  fallen  down 
fbme  years  ago.  This  copula  was  defigned 
to  prevent  rain,  ©r  even  the  dew*  to  fall  up* 
on  the  holy  fcpulchrtf,  which  ftood  neaar  the 
centre,  with  a  ftone  crof9  on  the  top  of  it, 
which  the  monk  allured  us  was  not  touched, 
nor  arty  part  of  the  iacred  fepukhre  defaced 
With  the  fall  of  the  copula*  To  which  I  an- 
fwercd,  without  thinking  where  I  was,  that 
it  was  a  good  chance*  Upon  which  the 
monk  endeavoured  to  undeceive  me,  by  pro- 
tefting,  that  this  wonderful  miracle  was  done 
by  God  himfelf.  Having  no  inclination  to 
difpute  with  this  piece  of  ignorance,  I  ac- 
quiefced  ;  and,  out  of  refpeft  to  the  place, 
crawled  into  the  fepulchre*  The  ftone  at 
the  door  was  very  lai^ge  ;  and  I  ain  certain 
fuch  a  ftone  could  not  have  been  removed  by 
ten  men,  unkfs  it  had  been  broken  in 
pieces,  or  they  had  had  proper  machines 
fixed  for  that  purpofe.  As  we  were  vifiting 
this  wonderful  copula,  and  its  contents,  word 
was  brought,  that  the  bUbop  was  on  his  way 
to  his  palace*  Upon  which  the  young  prince 
defired  us  to  go  put  and  view  the  proceflion* 
Two  deacons  preceeded ;  the  bifliop  walked 
alone,  followed  by  many  different  orders  of 
priefts  and  monks.  The  prince  and  major 
advanced  to  beg  the  bUhop's  bcnedi&ion, 
which  they  were  not  refufed :    Our  fervants 

■--"■  alfo 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


TRAVELS-  233 

alio    (hared  the   fame  honour.     He  having 
been  informed  what  countryman  I  was,  who 
was  delerted  by  all  our  company  at  this  time, 
made  a  fign  to  me  to  come  to  him-     I  ad- 
vanced immediately   to  know  his  pleafure : 
He   took  me   by  the  hand,  and  gave  me  a 
hearty   welcome,    telling  me,   at    the    fame 
time,   that  this  (ingular  mark  of  diftin&ion 
proceeded  from    the  great  love  he  naturally 
had  for    Britifh    people •     He  faid,   that  he 
had  belonged,  about  ten  years,   to  the  Ruf- 
fian fleet,  where  Admirals  Gordon,  Saunders, 
and   Paton,  with  a  number  he  named,  had 
ihown  him  particular  marks  of  their  favour: 
For  which  reafons,  and  many  others,  which 
he  enumerated,  his  breafl:  glowed  with  gra- 
titude, as  it  were,  to  a  Briton.     I  told  him, 
that  I  was  very  happy,  in  being  at  once  made 
acquainted  with  a  perfon  of  his  cloth,  digni- 
ty, but,  above  all,   his  good  fenle  ;  which,  I 
obferved  to  him,  could  not  fail  to  make  him 
gain  the  eft eem   of  every  perfon,   let   their 
condition  be  ever  fo  high,  providing  they  had 
fenfe  to  fee  his  merit. 

The  bilhop  difmifled  the  whole  band  of 
his  attendants,  except  the  perfon  who  kept 
the  keys  of  the  church,  whom  he  ordered  to 
open  the  doors,  and  wait  on  the  out-fide. 
The  dome  was  very  magnificent  and  very 
high,  with  a  gallery  which  (unrounded  ic 
near  the  top  ;  the  windows  were  capacious  ; 
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it  was  very  well  lighted  ;  the  walls  were  all      I 
hung  round    with    various  pictures   of  the 
Saints,  very  richly  adorned  with  filver,  gold, 
pearl,  and  precious  (tones  ;  the  altar  was  ve- 
ry grand,  and  adorned  with  various  pieces 
of  curious  workmanfhip.     I  cannot  fay  whe- 
ther this  dome  was  as  large  as  that  of  St  Paul's 
in  London  or  not,  but  it  was  a  noble  ftruc- 
ture.      The  bilhop  faid,  that  this  church  was 
not   built  like  the  antient  temple  at  Jerusa- 
lem,  but  it  was  equal  at  leaft  to  it,  and  ex- 
ceeded  much  in  richnefs  the  prefent  princi- 
pal church,  of  which  this  was  defigned  to  be 
a  copy,   and  therefore  was  called  Jerufalem 
monaftery.     He  perfuaded  the  young  prince 
and  major  to  go  up  to  the  gallery  and  look 
down;  they  obeyed,  and  when  they  had  en- 
tered upon  the  ftair,  he  fhut  the  door  and 
locked  it,  telling  me,  diat  it  would  be  pof- 
fible  for  them  to  get  to  the  gallery  foon ,  nor 
could  any  look  into  the  church  :  Now,  faid 
he,    I  defign  to  let  you  have  a  view  of  the 
fanQum  fanQorum  ;  fear  nothing,  come  away. 
He  then  opened  the  door  from  the  altar,  and 
I  looked  in,  but  would  not  enter ;  he  laugh- 
ed at  my  circumfpe&ion  ;  but  I  anfwered, 
that  I  had  a  full  view  of  every  thing,  return- 
ed him  thanks,  declared  my  fatisfadlion,  and . 
withdrew  into  the   middle   of  the  church, 
where  we  had  not  waited  long,  till  die  young 
gentlemen  made  their  appearance  like  two 
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puppets  from  the  gallery ;  and  they  faid,  we 
looked  like  two  pigmie  dwarfs,  not  exceed- 
ing the  bignefs  of  crows.  The  fan&um  func- 
tor um  was  a  room,  whofe  floor  was  nearly  a 
hemifphere  ;  on  the  fide  next  the  partition, 
which  feparated  it  from  the  altar,  was  a  very  ' 
long  broad  table,  covered. with  a  carpet  of 
cut  velvet,  fringed  with  gold,  upon  which  a 
few  hooks  lay,  and  in  one  corner  was  a  large 
cheft;  what  was  kept  in  it  I  did  not  enquire; 
and  upon  the  walls  were  hanging  many 
church  garments, 

The  young  gentlemen  being  returned ,  the 
bifhop  retired  to  his  palace,  after  taking  our 
promtife  to  dine  with  him,  and  ordered  one 
of  the  monks  to  (hew  us  any  thing  remain- 
ing worthy  of  notice. :  He  took  us  through  a 
variety  of  lmall  buildings  on  the  fouth  Ude 
of  the  church,  in  everyone  of  which  was 
part  of  our  Saviour's  remarkable  tranfarfions 
when  he  fojourned  on  the  earth,  repreientcd 
by  figures  as  big  as  the  life,  efpecially  thefe  on 
the  three  erodes,  and  which  appeared  to  me 
to  be  very  well  executed.  When  we  had 
viiited  every  thing,  we  were  conveyed  to  the 
palace,  where  the  good  bifhop  made  us  very 
happy  with  his  chearful  company.  We 
fpent  about  two  hours  with  this  charming 
man  ;  and,  after  having  eaten  of  the  bed 
and  mod  delicious  fifh-difhes,'  and  drunk  as 
much  excellent  wine  as  we  chufed,  we  de- 
parted, extremely  well  pkafed  with  our  good 
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entertainment,  to  a  village  belonging  to  the 
prince,  where  wc  ordered  a  good  country 
fupper,  and  flept  upon  hay.  Next  morn- 
ing, we  returned  to  Mofcow,  where  all  were 
delighted  with  the  account  of  the  bifhop's 
hofpitality,and  his  a&ing  fo  much  like  a  gen- 
tleman. 

~  It  was  at  this  time  I  had  ever  (een  any  ex-, 
periments  of  electricity  :  Thefe  were  exhibi- 
ted by  Dr  Lerch  phyfician  appointed  by  the 
embafly.  The  wonderful  effe&s  it  produced 
upon  many,  caufed  a  very  great  refortof  the 
moft  illuftriou*  people  in  Mofcow  ;  but  this 
was  not  altogether  agreeable  to  the  prince, 
beoaufe,  he  told  the  dodor,  he  made  an  ap- 
pearance in  Mofcow,  rather  like  a  ftroller  than 
an  honourable  phyfician.  '  The  do&or  urged 
that  he  took  no  money  for  his  trouble,  but 
the  prince  let  him  know,  that  unlefs  he  gave* 
it  over,  or  praltiicd  it  privately,  he  would 
never  have  the  leaft  value  for  him  ;  with 
which  at  laft  he  was  forced  to  comply. 

During  my  (hort  ftay,  I  was  fent  for  by 
one  of  her  Majefty's  blind  counfellors*  At 
my  arrival,  he  laid,  that  he  had  been  inform- 
ed I  had  recovered  feveral  people  blind  of 
catara&s,  which  was  his  difcafe.  I  anfwer- 
ed,  that  1  had  fucceeded  frequently,  but  that 
I  could  not  promife  at  any  time  to  be  iuc- 
cefsful  ;  becaufe,  whatever  has  been  taught 
concerning  that  difeafe,  I  had  known  fome 
experienced  men  millaken  ;  that  they  have 
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imagined  the  cataraft  very  good,  by  all  the 
falutqry  appearances  ufually  taken  notice  of ; 
but  that  1  had  been  an.  eye-witnefs  how  far 
they  were  miftaken,   when   they  touched  it 
with  the  needle,  although  no  blame  could  be 
fixed  upon  then)  in  uling  the  inftrument  ; 
^wherefore,  I  was  determined  never  to  pro- 
mile  more  than  I  was  certain  I  could  per-» 
form.    He  faid,  there  was  fomething  lingular 
in  his  difeafe  ;  for,  faid  he,  one  day  \  lee 
ibme,  and  the  next  day  I  am  quite  Wind. 
This,   I  confefs,  furprifed  me.     I  heiitated 
not  to  tell  him  fo,  and  that  I  never  had  feer* 
any  who  had  made  the  fame  remark,  nor 
had  I  ever  read  of  any  fuch  in  any  book-    I 
afked  him,   Whether  this  was  his  blind  day  ? 
He  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  and  begged 
I  would  come  next  day,  when  he  would  rea- 
dily Chow  me  that  he  could  fee,  tho'  faintly, 
all  his  fingers*     Next  day,  being  drafted  in 
the  fca  uniform,  which  w^s  green,  when  I 
arrived,  he  exprefled  joy  ;  for,  (ays  he,  1  can 
plainly  diftinguiih  all  my  fingers  :   Then  he 
eagerly  counted  over  his  fingers,  alluring  me. 
that  he  could    diftinguifh    them  very  eafily, 
cfpecially  as  the  air  was  very  ferene.     After 
a  iinall  time,  his  only  daughter  being  prefent; 
I  begged  of  him  to  place  his  hand  on  his 
knee,  and  at  that  diftance  try  if  he  could  fee 
them  :  He  did  fo,  and  with  great  joy  count- 
ed over  and    touched    every    one  of  them : 
But  little  'did  be  k$ow  tha^  the  (kirt  of  my 
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coat  was  between   his  eyes  and   hands.     I 
ended  this  affair,  by  afTuring  him,  chat  as  yet 
the  catara&s  were  not  come  to  ripeneis  ;  but 
added,  that  if  they  were  ripe  when  I  fhouk} 
return  from  Perfia,!  would  very  readily  couch 
them.     He  returned    me  thanks,  and   faidt 
Don't  think  that  I  (hall  employ  you  unpaid  } 
her  Imperial  Majefty  will  thaok  you  tor  what 
good  you  do  me  ;  but  I  am  rich  ;    I  need 
none  to  help  me,  and  I  will  not  fail  to  reward 
you  nobly.      In  faying  £ot  he  put  fix  ducats 
into  my  hand  ;  nor  would  he  be  refilled.   At 
the  door  I  told  his  daughter  that  I  had  not 
the  fmalleft  hopes  of  his  recovering  his  fight, 
becaufe  he  was  affli&ed  with    two  diteales ; 
the  one  was  truly  the  cataralt,  the  other  the 
gutta  ftrpia,  which  is  a  difeafe  of  itfelf  incu- 
rable.    I  told  her  this,  in  confidence  never  ta 
divulge  it  to  any  but  gentlemen  of  the  pro* 
feflion,  who  would  not  do  a  dirty  thing,  in 
order  to  fill  their,  pockets.     'At   my  return 
from  Perfia  I  foon  had  a  mefTage  from  him : 
He  told  me,  that  he  began  to  fret  much  at 
the  tedious  proceeding  of  the  embaify,  and 
was  afraid  that  I  might  die  in  that  expedition, 
which  had  proved  lb  very   fatal  to   many ; 
therefore,   faid  he,  I  made  a  tour  to  St  Pe-. 
terfburgh,  and,   hoping  they  might  be  ripe, 
by  her  Majefty  %s  high  order,  had  a  confuta- 
tion of  all  the  phyficians,  and  many  of  the 
beft  furgeons  in  St  Peterfburgh  ;  but  to  my 
great  misfortune,  they  pronounced  die  fame 
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fentence  you  had  done  formerly.  His  daugh- 
ter told  me,  that  (be  had  acquainted  them 
with  my  opinion  before  they  law  him,  and 
after  they  had  given  him  their  opinion,  he 
told  them,  that  1  had  faid  the  fame  thing. 
At  this  meeting,  I  pronounced  the  very  fame 
opinion  I  had  done  formerly,  and  that  there- 
fore it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  put  him  to 
the  expence  of  unneceflary  vilits.  He  was 
truly  a  man  of  a  noble  fpirit,  and  good  un- 
derftanding  rHe  frankly  begged  that  I  would 
twice  a  week  at  lead  vifit  him,  and  it  would 
be  a  pleafure'  to  him  to  give  me  for  each  vi- 
fit two  ducats,  rather  than  two  copeaks  to  a 
villain  who  would  impofe  upon  him. 

I  have  been  informed,  fince  I  left  Ruffia, 
that  the  droller,  Chevalier  Taylor,  was  dif- 
graced  in  Rulfia,  for  lojne  fruitlefs  attempt  he 
made  upon  fome  counfellor ;  very  likely  this 
was  the  man,  but  I  am  uncertain* 

One  day  after  dinner,  the  prince  defired  I 
would  pay  a  vifit  to  an  old  maiden  lady,  who 
complained  of  a  very  extraordinary  difeafe. 
She  was  about  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and  for 
eight  or' nine  years  before  this  her  upper  lip 
fwelled  immenfely  every  month  ;  at  the  end 
of  the  month,  it  broke  open  and  emitted  a 
large  quantity  of  bloody  matter.  When  the 
fwelling  was  at  the  greateft,  it  not  only  co- 
vered her  mouth,  but  her  chin  alfo,  fo  that, 
for  near  fourteen  days  every  month  (lie  cot^ld 
fee  no  company,  nor  go  to  church,  of  which 
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flje  was  extremely  fond.  He  faid,  that 
it  was  now  fmall,  and  therefore  deiired 
me  to  pay  her  a  vifit,  to  fee  if  I  had  any 
hopes  of  her  recovery.  I  did  ibf  and  obser- 
ving a  very  fmall  aperture  on  the  infide,  a- 
bove  the  dentes  iticijivi,  exactly  in  the  mid- 
dle, I  begged  fhe  would  permit  me  to  in- 
troduce a  very  fmall  probe,  which  I  eafily 
bent  to  artfwer  my  intention.  I  run  this 
probe  from  the  orifice  quite  down  to  the  low- 
eft  point  of  the  lip;  and,  feeling  with  my  fin- 
ger, I  di (covered  only  a  very  thin  membrane, 
viz.  the  inner  (kin  of  the  li p,  without  any  un- 
eafinels  interveening  between  my  finger  and 
the  probe.  I  advifed  her  therefore  to  have 
.patience  till  it  fwelled  to  it?  utmoft  fize,  and 
let  me  know  whenever  it  burft  open,  not 
doubting  but  that  this  would  happen  before 
we  left  Mofcow.  To  all  this  (he  agreed, 
but  faid,  that,  confidering  fhe  had  taken  the 
advice  of  all  the  principal  phyficians  and  fur- 
geons  in  the  city,  during  the  whole  time  of 
her  iilnefs,  without  any  effect,  fhe  defpaired 
of  ever  recovering.  I  anfwered,  that  I  was 
very  far  from  making  her  certain  of  a  cure  ; 
but  I  was  very  certain,  that  what  I  propoled 
to  do  was  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  practice 
and  reafon  j  and  further,  that  if  it  did  not 
fucceed  to  her  vviflif  it  could  never  make  it 
worfe,nor  any  way  hurt  her.  All  things  being 
agreed  upon,  I  waited  till  I  one  morning 
was  fen t  for,   and  found  her  lip  incredibly 
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big  :  The  flowing  of  the  bloody  thin  matter 
pointed  out  the  orifice  from  whence  it  pro* 
ceeded,  into  which  I  introduced  a  gentian 
tent,  and  in  the  afternoon  another.  Next 
falorning,  when  I  had  withdrawn  the  tent, 
I9  unpcrcdved,  introduced  the  point  of  a 
(mall  crooked  (harp  knife,  vfrhich  had  a  but* 
ton  on  the  very  point,  and  at  once  cut  quite 
through  the  lower  point  of  the  Up.  The 
whole  content*  fell  out  at  once,  and  (he  was 
agreeably  enough  fdrprifed  to  have  (b  fud* 
denly  been  ntade  free  from  fo  great  weight. 
I  drefled  it  up  with  dry  (craped  lint,  and 
continued  to  look  after  her  for  a  few  days, 
taking  care  that  the  wound  did  not  grow  to^ 
gethen 

At  oftir  return  from  Perfial,  this  good  lady 
was  in  perfe&  health ,  nor  had  ever  been 
troubled  with  that  difagreeable  f welling,  nei- 
ther did  any  ill  confequence  fellow  ;  and, 
what  is  the  more  furprifing,  none  knew,  ex- 
cept the  prince,  that  I  had  made  any  opera- 
ration  ;  for  (he  thought,  and  faid  (b  to  her 
acquaintances,  that,  at  a  third  application  of 
the  tent,  every  thing  was  at  once  made  open,' 
not  dreaming  that  (he  had  been  cut ;  an  o-~ 
perarion, .  though  a  very  great  trifle,  (he  ne- 
ver would  have  fubmitted  to,  if  (he  had  been 
made  previouffy  acquainted  wkh  it. 

K  h  G  H  A  P< 
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CHAR     XVIL 

Treats  of  the  Ambaffad^s  Suite,  the  Prefents 
for  the    Shach,  and   their  Departure  from 

-   Mofcow. 

ABOUT  the  latter  end  of  July  all  the  fuite 
being  aflembied,  and  all  tfie  prefents 
defigned  for  the  court  of  Perfia  being  now 
ready,  and  packed  up,  we  received  orders 
from  court  to  march  with  all  diligence  for 
Aftrachan. 

The  fuite  eonfifted  of  the  ambaftador,  and 
fix  officers  of  the  army  as  companions  to 
the  ambafladory  captains  and  lieutenants ; 
the  fecretary  and  confiliarift,  a  number  of 
writers  and  interpreters  ;  the  phyfician,  fur- 
V  geon,  furgeon's  mate,  and  affiftants  ;  fix  pa- 
ges, all  young  gentlemen  ;  two  troops  of 
dragoons,  each  troop  confiding  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men,  commanded  by  fix 
officers,  with  one  engineer;  fixty  foldiers 
with  their  arms  ;  eighteen  muficians,  confid- 
ing of  various  violins,  bafToons,  hautboys,  and 
French  horns  ;  befides,  one  pair  of  ketde- 
drums  and  a  trumpet  to  each  troop,  all  of  fit 
ver,  with  large  filver  tafTels  and  fringes  which 
reached,  when  on  horfe-back,  near" to  the 
ground  ;  twenty  falconers  drefled  in  green, 
jnounted  with  gold-lace,  as  were  our  mufi- 
cians, 
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cians,    only   their   cloaths  were  differently 
made. 

Before  we  left  Mofcow,  the  prince  gave 
orders  that  his  whole  command  fhould  drefs 
themfelves  in  their  richeft  cloaths,  and  make 
their  appearance  in  his  court,  aflliring  them, 
that  if  they  had  not  got  every  thing  about 
them  in  that  order  which  her  Majefty  requi- 
red, they  would  be  difmifled,  and  others 
more  worthy  of  fuch  honour  chofen  in  their 
places.  When  we  had  gone  through  th<S 
mufter,  fault  was  only  found  with  Dr  Lerch, 
(a  lover  of  money  ;)  he  was  drafTed  in  fu- 
perfine  brown  cloth,  with  a  broad  gold-lace, 
whereas,  the  prince  faid,  he  fhould  at  leaft 
have  had  two  rows  of  gold-lace,  buttons; 
&c.  in  proportion  ;  he  therefore  had  orders 
to  get  fuch  things  as  were  prefcribed,  or  elfe 
the  prince  protefted  he  would  return  him. 
The  doftor  received  one  thoufand  crowns  to 
mount  him,  and  he  had  not  laid  out  the  half 
of  it.  Our  horfe-furniture  was  fuperbly  ma- 
nufactured, in  proportion  to  the  owner.  My 
cloaths  and  furniture  were  inferior  to  nont 
of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  embafly  ; 
but  this  was  owing  purely  to  the  prince's  ge- 
nerofity  to  me,  who  upon  this  occafion  paid 
not  one  farthing,  but  put  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  crowns,  defigned  for  fuch  expences,  in- 
to my  pocket.  The  prefents  confifted  of 
filks,  European  manufactured  velvets,  clocks, 
watches,   fnuff-boxes,    (though   the  Perfians 
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never  ufe  fnuff,)  and  a  variety  of  trinkets  in 
gold,  (liver,  and  brafs  double  gilt,  of  curious 
workmanfibip,  and  many  of  them  befet  with 
precious  (tones ;  twelve  armed  chain  of  fteel, 
inlaid  with  gold,  of  very  curious  workqian* 
{hip,  alL  made  in  Ru%. ;  twenty  horfes  bred 
|n  Rufiia,  from  Perfian,  Arabian,  Italian,  Spa- 
nUh,  Jkitifti,  ^nd  German  offspring.  Among 
theftt  horfes,  one  of  the  Britifh  progeny 
would  allow  none  to  mount  him,  except  the 
man  who  fed  him,  and  Major  Berezin  who 
frequently  placed  the  reins  on  his  neck,  and 
fmoked  his  pipe  as  we  rode  along.  One  day 
paptain  Poffiet,  of  whom  mention  was  form* 
erly  made,  a  bri(k  officer  and  excellent  horfe- 
inan,  laid  a  wager  with  the  major,  that  he 
would  ride  him  ;  he  accordingly  mounted, 
and  no  doubt  ufed  all  his  (kill ;  the  horfe 
4id  all  he  could  to  {hrow  him ;  but  find- 
ing all  his  attempts  fruitlefs,  he  reared, 
fell  back,  and  had  very  nigh  killed  the  cap- 
tain ;  and  what  furprifed  me  greatly,  he  did 
not  attempt  to  run  off,  being  a  (toned  horfe, 
as  indeed  they  all  were,  but  flood  peaceably 
till  the  major  feized  him,  and  caufed  put  hijn 
up. 

Every  thing  being  now  in  readinefs,  I 
begged  leave  of  the  prince  to  convoy  my 
wife  to  St  Peterfburgh  ;  but,  alike  in  every 
thing,  he  ftroaked  my  head,  and  afked  if  I 
would  not  let  her  ftay  with  the  princefs  till 
pjy  return,  telling  me,  that  he  had  appoint- 
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ed  two  very  convenient  rooms  for  her,  and 
as  many  maids  to  attend  her ;  that,  when  in 
health,  (he  would  eat  with  the  princefs  dailyi 
If  ailing,  proper  care  fhould  be  taken  of  herf 
the  fame  as  his  own  family.  Thus,  every 
thing  being  feettlcd  to  my  fatisfaftion,  I  was 
made  quite  eafy.  The  horfes,  dragoons, 
and  bulk  of  the  baggage*  with  the  do&or 
and  his  mate,  were  ient  off  on  different 
days,  that  fuch  a  number  of  men  and  horfes 
might  not  be  oppreflive  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  countries  through  which  we  were  to.pafs* 
about  the  end  of  July*  At  laft,  however,  in 
the  beginning  of  Auguft,  the  prince  fet  out 
immediately  after,  in  company  with  the  prin- 
cefs and  his  young  fon  Michael,  who  con- 
voyed us  a  few  hundred  verfts,  with  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  embafly,  mufkians,  and  a  few 
foldiers  to  mount  a  ref  pe&able  guard,  where- 
ever  the  prince  happened  to  fet  up.  I  ob- 
served my  wife  very  melancholy  the  whole 
time  of  dinner,  and  (he,  when  q-ueflioned, 
laid  the  mufic  was  the  caufe.  I  endeavour- 
ed to  comfort  her,  but  to  litde  purpofe.  A£ 
ter  dinner,  I  went  into  her  apartment,  and 
coiinfelled  her  to  behave  like  a  prudent  wo- 
man ;  and,  having  given  her  promife  not  to 
follow  me  out,  I  went  dirertly  and  feated 
myfelf  in  my  waggon,  the  reft  being  all  gone 
away*  I  had  fcarcely  taken  my  feat,  when 
my  wife  was  by  me,  holding  faft  by  my  gar- 
Igent,     I  intreated  her  to  go  into  the  houfe* 
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and  ordered  to  drive  on*  She  endeavoured 
to  keep  her  hold,  which  obliged  me  to  give 
her  a  gentle  pufh,  left  the  hindermoft  wheels 
had  run  over  her;  and  thus  we  parted.  I  foon 
came  up  with  the  rear,  and  we  drove  only 
twenty  verfts  from  Mofcow  that  night.  Af- 
ter tea,  the  prince  difpatched  a  meflenger  to 
Mofcow,  for  fomething  he  had  forgot.  I 
begged  to  go  alfo,  telling  him  what  way  I 
was  obliged  to  part  with  my  wife,  and  how 
much  it  grieved  me  ;  but  that  wife  man  made 
me  fenfible,  that,  in  place  of  alleviating,  it 
would  rather  increafc  her  grief,  difluaded 
me  from  it,  and  advifed  me  to  write  a  fhort 
billet,  which  I  did.  At  the  courier's  return, 
I  was  fatisfied  with  a  note  from  her  that  all 
was  well,  and  that  (he  was  pleafed  I  did  not 
return  to  Mofcow.  We  travelled  by  eafy 
ftages,  and,  on  the  third  day,  took  up  our 
quarters  in  th/e  beautiful  city  Columna,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  verfts  diftant  from  Mof- 
cow, early  in  the  afternoon,  all  in  high  fpi- 
rits.  A  young  colonel  (Zagretzke,  fon  of  a 
lieutenant-general)  contributed  not  a  little 
thereto.  This  colonel  placed  at  the  prince's 
lodging,  before  he  entered  into  the  city,  a 
captain's  command,  confiding  of  a  hundred 
and  twenty  men.  The  Emprefs  had  indul- 
ged this  young  foldier  with  a  liberty  to  form 
his  regiment  out  of  the  armies  of  Ruffia  ;  and 
indeed  he  had  not  difappointed  her,  for  he 
had  picked  up  men  about  one  age,   and  of 
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the  largeft  fixe  :  The  officers  were  alio  of  hi* 
own  choice,  but  he  did  not  regard  their,  fee* 
providing  they  were  good  difciplinarians. 
One  officer,  not  forty  years  qf  age,  by  forae 
years  older  than  any  map  in  the  regiment, 
they  therefore  called  him  Father.  Never 
a  piece  of  clock-work  could, have  exhibited  a 
more  regular  performance  thap  this  beauti- 
ful regiment ;  and  indeed  the  officers  fcarce- 
ly  were  heard  to  (peak. 

We  palled  the  Occa  next  morning,  and 
continued  marching  eafily  through  the  pro* 
vince  of  Rezan,  where  we  came  up  with,  our 
dragoons  and  led  horfes,  and  lodged  in  a 
large  village;  the  bell  houfe  being  the  prieft's* 
the  prince  flept  there.  This  prieft  had  a 
great  number  of  geefe,  which  our  men  made 
fo  free  with  in  the  nighttime,  that  diey  left 
none.  The  prince,  being  informed  of  this, 
fent  for  all  the  officers,  acquainted  them  of 
it,  and  ordered  us  all  to  make  drift  fearcb, 
whether  it  was  poffible  to  difcover  the  per- 
petrators of  this  piece  of  villany,  protefting 
that  he  would  caufe  punifh,  as  thieves,  any 
who  fhould  take  the  fmalleft  value  from  his 
neighbour.  The  officers  reported,,  after  a 
fhort  time,  that,  after  the  ftritteft  fearch,  no 
difcovery  could  be  made,  not  fo  much  as  of 
the  feathers.  The  prince  fatisfied  the  poor 
prieft  for  his  lofs  ;  nor  had  we  many  com? 
plaints  of  this  kind  afterwards.  The  even- 
ing following,  we  lodged  in  the  city  of  Re- 
zan, 
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zan,  the  capital  of  the  province  ;  and  ne&l 
morning  the  princefs  convoyed  her  lord  two 
verfts  out  of  die  city,  there  parted  with  him* 
and  returned  in  hdr  coach  for  Mofcow.  Up-* 
©n  this  occafion,  the  prince  ordered  Major 
Berezin  and  me  to  take  our  feats  in  his  coach 
for  his  recreation  i  The  major  foon  fell  a- 
fleep ;  the  prince  continued  dull,  'and  in  a 
mufing  mood,  till  we  had  travelled  three  or 
four  verfts*  when  I  broke  (Hence,  by  making 
fome  general  obfervations  upon  the  paffiona 
to  which  men  are  fiibjeft  at  parting  .with 
their  dear  friends,  or,  after  long  abfence, 
meeting  with  thenl  again  ;  and  in  a  little 
lime  after,  the  princess  countenance  bright- 
tened,  he  rtfufed  the  major  from  his  iH-tim'd 
reft,  and  ordered  him  to  fill  up  a  gfefe  of" 
wine,  of  which  indeed  I  was  very  needful. 
I  propofed  to  get  a  fourth  hand,  and  pafs  the 
time  With  a  pack  of  cards,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  frequently  pra&ifed  afterwards.  No- 
thing happened  in  our  way  to  Tamboff  worth 
notice,  except  at  this  place  our  fetf-etafy,  in 
a  fneering  manner,  told  me,  that  my  fervant 
Mahomet  Was  an  extraordinary  archer  ;  for, 
(aid  he,  he  killed  upon  wing  two  geefe  with 
two  arrows.  I  fent  for  Mahomet,  qtteftion- 
ed  him  about  it ;  he  did  not  deny  the  fiift, 
but  faid,  that  his  comerades  wagered  that  he 
could  not ;  therefore,  to  convince  them,  he 
fliot  two  geefe:  I  threatened  to  caufe  whip 
^im,  if  ever  I  found  him  guilty  of  {hooting 
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•rite  peo^e's  geefe  agkiri*  arid  thus  l<fe  liim 
♦go.  Tne'boy  wis  fo  infoleftt ias,  even  m  my 
tttat&g,  to  &yf  that  I  durft  iWckufe  puriiih 
JSki,  brut  thkt  if  1  fhoiild  offer  any  luch  vio- 
lence to  Tiirii.  fife  would  idlahtljr  btrt  his 
tlfroat.  I  orderfed  hitti  to  be  brought  Back, 
laid  ciown  liefdre  ttfe  ftandard,  arid  caufed 
whip  him  titl  he  came  in  all  Ot>edicfrfcef  and 
"^rbmfffed  riieVtfr  to  faft  ih  the  like  iriariher, 
xior  ufe  fri(ih  ex!pteffiiris.  Thii  bo^  after- 
tvarcls  proved  bhe  of  the  Beft  fervarits  I  ever 
had,  Went,  arid  rettfrried  with  me  froifa  Perfia, 
Withbdt' having  fceeri  guilty  of  brie  fault*  It 
wis  V«y  difogreeable  to  nie  to  caufe  pUnifh 
tBfe  '^bting  riiari.  1  knew  that  threatening 
Would  have  proved  fatisfailbry  to  any  rea- 
fohable  iriart,.and  would  have  fatisfied  the 
prince ;  but  his  having  threatened  to  deftroy 
hiriMcff,  was  truly  t!he  caufe  of  riiy  rigour, 
Which  irtrafc  deTigried  mbre  for  his  £obd,  than 
for  iriy  Tatiisfaftiori  I  pretended  to*  Experi- 
ence will  teach  rrien,  that  the  fobner  a  crimi- 
Ttel  is  £\Yftifh6d  for  his  fault,  the  tfettfer  irfFeft 
it  has  tft  reclaim  arid  bring  him  to  reafbn; 
trtdcTi  fifblds  true  with  a  great  nuhiber  of  irien 
'wliO  jiitri  together  with  a  view  to  difturb  the 
priblic  jfteace  <  If  a  few  were  puniftied  'at  the  ve- 
ry Beginning  with  all  the  feverity  the  regulati- 
ons perifiit,  It  would  be  a  mean  to  fave  the 
liVes  o!f  thoufonds. 

*t he  jiunllBing  of  that  boy  hid  another 

good  £ffe&  in  rdation  to  the  whole  com- 

I  i  mand  j 
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mand  ;  for  they  looked  on  ipe,  and  not  with- 
out reafon,  as  a  favourite :  When  they  faw, 
for  a  fmall  fault,  that  I  readily  caufed  punifh 
my  fervant,  they  had  not  the  leaft  doubt,  that 
if  I  had  not  done  Co,  the  prince  would  have 
been  diflatisfied  with  me  ;  and  therefore  con- 
cluded, that  liberties  of  that  kind  would  meet 
with  no  pardon  from  the  prince. 

At  Tamboff,  we  dined  with  Captain  Swi- 
nine,  a  Ruffian,  and  an  old  TaverhofF  ac- 
quaintance ;  he  was  captain  of  a  man  of  war, 
but  at  prefent  voivode  or  governor  of  this 
city  and  its  appendages.  After  dinner,  we 
marched  on,  having  now  come  up  with  the 
baggage  j  nor  did  any  thing  happen  worth 
acquainting  the  reader  through  the  great  de- 
fart  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  verfts,  till  we 
arrived  at  Chopra  caftle* 

We  arrived  late,  and  by  fbme  uncommon 
accident  I  happened  to  come  up  with  the 
rear.  I  conftantly  drove  to  the  houfe  where 
the  prince  lodged  j  and,  as  I  flept  in  my 
waggon,  I  had  it  placed  near  the  outer  cen- 
tinels,  to  prevent  thieves  from  plundering 
me.  When  I  went  into  a  large  room,  where 
all  our  gentlemen  were  already  affembled,  I 
faw  my  old  acquaintance  the  governor,  and, 
not  knowing  what  had  happened,  went  up 
and  kindly  faluted  him.  The  prince  feemed 
not  well  pleafed  at  my  freedom,  and  afked 
me  ?  how  I  came  to  be  acquainted  with  him, 
telling  that  he  deiigned  to  appoint  another 
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governor  to  this  cattle,  and  fend  him  to  St 
Peterfbujgh  to  anfwer  for  his  want  of  due 
re(pe&  to  her  Majefty's  orders. 

At  the  latter  end  of  laft  year  or  the  begin- 
ning of  this,  a  general  order,  by  her  Ma-- 
jefty's  direction,  was  lent  to  all  the  gover- 
nors in  the  Ruffian  empire,  commanding, 
that  no  cannon  (hould  be  fired  off  in  honour 
to  any  general  in  the  army,  as  was  formerly 
the  cuftom,  unlefs  the  general  paid  for  the 
powder  expended  upon  fuch  occaiions. 

Hie  Emprefs,  defigning  that  this  grand  em- 
bafly  (hould  be  honourably  re(pe£ted  even  in 
the  barbarous  parts  of  Perfia,  fent  orders  to 
the  governors  of  all  the  provinces  thro5  which 
we  were  deftined  to  march,  (ignifying  her 
Majefty's  pleafiire,  that  all  and  every  one  of 
her  fiibje&s  (hould  know  that  Prince  Gqlit- 
zin,  now  on  his  way  to  Perfia,  where-ever  he 
(hould  go,  reprefented  her  Majefty*s  facred 
perfon,  and  requiring,  that  they  (hould  pay 
the  fame  obedience  to  his  orders,  as  if  (he 
herfelf  had  given  them  :  And  farther,  that  the 
Imperial  ftandard  (hould  be  fet  up  where- 
ever  his  main-guard  (hould  happen  to  be  ; 
and  laftly,  that  all  honours  (hould  be  paid 
him,  in  the  fame  manner  as  are  done  to  her 
Majefty. 

The  poor  governor  had  not  caufed  fire  off 
his  cannon,  ftupidly  enough  waiting  for  or- 
ders from  theprince,and  money  to  pay  for  the 
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ppwclei^  :  When  the  pripce,  hpvfeypr  was  fa* 
tisficjl  that  his  w?uit  of  ^fpp{i  proceeded 
purely  from  ignorance  of  his  duty,  Uke  the 
reft  of  bfa  aflfcns,  foe  f£  ?i>jdy  forg*v<?  him, 
and  L  conveyed,  hffln^  ijito  th^caftle,  ^o,  pay 
my  refp5$s  to  the  captqin-s  ojd  wife.  Ne^t, 
morning,  ti*$  gpy&nof  did  i\ot  fprgpt,  to 
give  tfie  px?nqe  a  dpubje  royal  folptq,  at 
whici\  t^  l^ughqd  heartily,  l?ut  when  h^  had. 
cpnfii^fqd  tfie;  r^afon,  foe  ob^e^ved  tjjat  the 
governor,  woujd  e^fily,  apcqvipt  %  his  foajr 
iog  pa-fprraed  his,  djuty  regularly  by  the 
expense  of  the,  ppwtec.  ijpoii  tjiis  9S<¥ianf 
ajid  we  proceeded  oi\  pur  journey  to  T#a- 
ritz,in  without  nigqting  \ftitfo  apy  taring  ^orth 
notice. 

We  were,  obliged  to  remain  at  Tzarjtzjn 
a  few  days,  until,  the  baggage  was  (h)pp^4 
off  by  wafer  for  &ttpnqhm>  in  %vhich  fkotf 
time  very  little  happened  worth  notice.  My 
old  acquaintance  Captain  Yedeman  caipe  to 
ipe  in  the  evening,  to  whopi  I  returned 
thanks  for  the  civilities  he  had  confeijred.  on 
me  in  the  cattle*  Ijfe  told  me  that  his  fon- 
in-law  was  fent  upon  lbme  expedition  near 
the  Caipian  fea  j  that  his  daughter  was  hig 
with  childf  and  very,  near  her  tijpe*  She  was 
very  melancholy  upon  this  occafion,  and  the 
more  fo,  as  her  h«rfbap4  had  but  lately  re- 
turned  from  fome  dangerous  expedition  a- 
jgainft  robbers ;  whereas  it  was  great  oppref- 
fipn  to  fend  him  twice,  and  other  captains 
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in  tbg,  regfcnent  doing,  npthmg*  wjiofe.pror 
per,  turn,  if  was  now.  to  have  gone.,:  He  thete- 
fo^e  defaed  tbat  I  would}  fpeak  ijp  the.  Prince,  . 
that  he.  might,  put  a  flop  tp ^'pra&tee/p.parr 
rial  and;  lingular.,  1\  faid  that  I,  owed  \mn 
that,  ie^vice  I  but  adyi£ed,hu»  tp.tjeft  m^  no-, 
thing  but,  what;  be.  cputf  wake. good;  be- 
cause if  bis  relation  fliouldbe  QQoti^dtfbsd 
by  his  enemies,  the  Jfcince,  would  caufe  inr 
qpicy.  to.  be.  marie,  and  that  if  «  djd  not 
tarn  out  quite,  true*  it  would  at  kaft  throw 
a  great  cloud  between,  the  Prince,  and»  bim. 
I  tpld.  him  that  I  was  certain  the  Prince 
would,  reprove,  their  general  for  not  looking 
better,  after  bis  officers.:  I  begged. of  him  to 
Wait  a  fbort  time,  t^ll  returned,  and  ac- 
quainted the  Prince  ;  he  ordered  Yede*. 
man  into,  bis  psefenfce,  who  told  bim.  the 
fame;  ftpry  be.  had-  tpld,  me,  The  Prince, 
feijt  one.  of  his  gentlemen,  who  was  prefent, 
to  General  Zabrenifee,  tp  require  that  die 
captain  flipujid  be  recalled  immediately,  and 
another  to  be  appointed  in.  his  place.  Next 
day  he  arrived  with,  gladnefs  to  his  wife  in. 
the  city,  and  the  old  general;  fent  for  me  to. 
conwlt.  me  about  a  violent  pain  in  one  of  his  . 
knees,  When  I  went  to  him,  the  prince  wag 
with  him;  he  faid.  that  he  had  been  long 
plagued  with  this  pain ;  that,  he  had  applied- 
feveral  medicines  to  it,  which  hitherto  had 
no  good  effeft :  But*  faid  he,  yefterday  I 
was  advifed  to  rub  it  with  my  fafting  fpittle, 
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and  I  think  it  is  a  little  eafier.  I  anfwered, 
that  as  the  medicine  was  quite  fafe,  and  he 
*  found  fome  relief,  I  was  of  opinion,  he 
fhould  continue  it ;  but  if  it  proved,  at  laft, 
ineffectual,  before  the  prince  left  Tzaritzin, 
I  would  very  readily  give  my  advice  in  writ- 
ing, for  which  he  returned  me  thanks.  He 
was  very  old,  and  had  been  in  all  Peter  the 
Great's  wars,  was  many  times  wounded; 
one  he  had  from  the  left  corner  of  his 
mouth  to  his  ear  very  confpicuous,  and  I 
judged  it  better  to  let  the  old  gentleman 
pleafe  his  fancy,  than  throw  away  medicines 
ineffectually  ;  for  his  conftitution  feemed  to 
be  much  worn  out ;  and  he  not  far  from  difc 
folution ;  which  I  was  told  happened  foon 
after  thisf 

Tzaritzin  produceth  the  greateft  flocks  of 
partridges  I  ever  faw  any  where,  and  they 
have  a  particular  way  of  catching  them,  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  when  they  continue 
in  great  flocks,  which  is  very  fimple.  They 
extend  a  net  between  two  long  fmall  poles, 
about  twenty  feet  diflant  the  one  from  the 
other  :  They  fix  two  long  fmall  cords  to  the 
top  of  each  pole,  which  makes  four  cords ; 
one  man  lies  down  on  the  fand  between  the 
town  and  river,  where  thefe  fowls  fly  after 
fun-fet,  and  another  man  placeth  himfelf  in 
the  fame  manner  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
poles ;  then  the  one  who  has  the  fmalleft 
portion  of  two  ropes  or  cords  I  fpoke  of, 
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pulls  to  him,  which  raifeth  the  pales  till  they 
are  ereft,  where  they  keep  them,  till  a 
flock  of  partridges  happen  to  fly  into  the 
net :  The  man,  on  whole  fide  of  the  net  the 
partridges  are,  pulls  to  him,  till  he  brings 
the  net  with  its  contents  to  the  ground.  I 
have  feen  twenty  partridges  thus  taken  at 
one  pull,  fometimes  many,  fomedtnes  few, 
and  it  alfo  happens  that  the  fowlers  in  an 
evening  will  get  none;  but  that  is  rare* 

Here  I  firft  difcovered  that  Major  Berezin 
envied  my  happinefs  in  the  prince's  favour. 
He  wanted  me  to  commit  a  very  great  crime, 
fcarcely  excufable  either  by  the  laws  of  the 
empire  or  common  reafon.  Upon  the  way 
to  Aftrachan  I  conftantly  flept  in  my  wag* 
gon  for  coolnefs,  and  the  benefit  of  a  frefh 
healthy  air.  I  was  a  very  great  lover  of 
fhooting,  and  ufed  to  divert  myfelf  one  or 
two  hours  daily  with  that  exercife.  The 
partridges  were  not  fhy  here ;  for  they 
would  fly  amongft  the  horfes  in  the  yards  to 
pick  the  oats  they  fcattered.  One  morning 
about  fun-rifing,  the  major  roufed  me  from, 
a  fweet  fleep,  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  get  a 
good  fhot ;  before,  however,  I  had  drefled 
myfelf,  I  had  come  to  the  ufe  of  my  reafon, 
but  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  lee  him 
point  to  a  great  flock  of  partridges  fitting  on 
the  top  of  the  very  houfe  the  prince  fleeped 
in,  built  all  with  timber,  and  covered  with 
the  fame  materials  :  The  drought  had  been 
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Tor  k'lottg  time  Vdry  grCat,  and  &  Httle  bit 
of  lighted  ftubble  might  have  birfnt  down 
the  dty.     Add  to  thifr/that,  by  an  imperial 
order,  it  is  forbidden  to  (hoot  In  br  bear  £ 
fortified  caffle  or  bity  where  powder  maga- 
zines ate  ktpt-     At  prtfeht,  Itbbk  nd  fto- 
tice  to  the  ma3or  tW  I  would  refetit  fuch  a 
piede  of  bafenefs ;  I  only  laid,  that  it  was 
a  very  childifti  advice,  which  riotie  bat  bhil- 
dren  or  'iAadmen  Vvoiild   follow,  and  went 
but  of  the  city  tb'feek  fpbrt  rft  the  fields.  At 
breakfaft,  I  tdld  It  to  the  prince  before  tht 
major  and  a  few*  of  bur^entlehien  i  I  did 
mot  forget  to'obferve  how  eaflly   a   man 
might  haVe  IWen  brought  Info  fudh  k  fcrajfc 
before  he  ^&s  in  k  conditibh  to  make  li/e  toF 
his  teifoh',  arid  took  ftotfce  of  the  danger  the 
city  nftght  have  Beeh  'cxpofed  to  by  fiich  an 
Imprudent  action.     The  major  attempted  to 
alleviate  his  vile  intdndoh,  but  it  would  hot 
do  ;  fie  then  baft  fonhe  reflections  upon  my 
prefumption  to  endeavour  to  load  him  With 
the  priftbe's  anget:  Td  tlhis  I  rti&de  £*ifweFf 
that  I  hid  too  good  reaforis  for  ito&ftig  tftfe 
pririce  fenfibfe  either  of  his  the  ftiajofs  ffti- 
pidity,  6r  that  he  was  capable  to  aclvife  a 
man,  he  Intended  to  do  all  the  ill  he  cbufd 
'to,  to  bbrtmtit  an  aftioh  either  viltaihotis*, 
or  fooiHh,  by  which  many  thoufirtd  inno- 
cent people  might  have  fuffered  gtfe&fy,  and 
'even  the  empire  itfelf.     The   prihcte  ifoade 
fome  fenfible  obfervations  upon  this  affair; 
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and,  ia  a  paternal   manner,  counselled  the 
major  to  be  more  circumfp£&  in  time  co- 
ming ;  and  did  not  forget  to  demonftrate 
the  danger  he  would  have  been  in  for  giving 
fe  foolifh  an  advice ;    but  he  intended  to 
keep  us  in  friendfhip*    The  major  ufed  more 
freedom  in   his  difpourfe  before  the  piince 
than  I  thought  was  decent,  of  which  I  fome* 
times  put  him  in  remembrance.  At  lad  he  di- 
stantly threatened  me*  which  language  I  was 
a  ftranger  to  s  He  alfo  made  fome  reflections 
concerning  the  difference  of  our  rank,  and 
the  litde   refpeft  I  had  all  along  fhown  to 
him.      To  all  which   I  anfwered,    that   a 
well-behaved  officer   would   ever  be  loved 
and  refpe&ed  by  men  of  understanding  : 
That  fiiperficial  foolifh  fops  never  could  be 
fatisfied  :    That  the  cafe  was  acknowledged 
to  be  in  a   very  low  ftate,  when  it  could  be 
fupported   no  other   way,  and  by  no  other 
argument  than  a  fuperior  rank  in  the  army. 
I  jeeriiigly  faid*  that  it  was  very  well  known 
the    Emprefs  had   three  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  regular  troops,  each  of  whofe  rank 
was .  confiderably  inferior  to  mine,  yet,   by 
pronouncing  one  order,  (he  could  inftantly 
make  any  one  of  that  great  number  either  a 
major,  colonel,  fyc*  juft  as  flie  fhould  think 
proper :  But  I  asked  him,  Whether  he  thought 
it  poflible,  that  (lie  could  inftantly,  without 
education,  make  one  of  all  that  great  num- 
ber qualified  for  my  bufinefs?     And,  laftly, 
-        #   Kk      ^  1  told 
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I  told  turn,  that  though  I  made  no  preten- 
fion  to  be  a  foldier,  yet  I  defpifed  his  threats, 
and  thought  myfelf  completely  qualified  to 
defend  myfelf  againft  any  bravo  whatsoever, 
efpecially  as  I  happened  to  have  the  mdft 
contemptible  notion  of  either  their  iionoar 
or  true  coilrage.  At  this  the  major  was  go- 
ing td  make  fome  bold  reply,  with  a  coun- 
tenance full  of  anger,  and  martial  pride, 
when  the  prince  ordered  filence.  Break- 
faft  ended,  we  retired.  Some  of  our  offi- 
cers were  'well  pleafed  with  what  had  hap- 
pened, for  he  had  carried  a  very  high  com- 
mand over  them  ;  efpecially,  as  they  were 
not  Well  known  to  the  prince  as  yet,  they 
did  not  care  to  aflert  their  right  aU  at  once* 
Soon  after  this,  the  major  and  I  made  up 
matters  fo  effectually,  that,  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  embafly  we  never  had  any  great 
difpute,  whatever  private  anirtiofities  he 
might  have  retained  againft  me. 

We  had  now  been  fix  days  in  this  city, 
during  which  we  had  fent  off  all  our  heavy 
baggage  and  prefents  for  Aftrachan,  tinder 
a  good  guard  of  our  foldiers,  when  the 
prince  gave  orders  for  us  to  march  out  of 
town  next  morning  at  break  of  day.  We 
were  all  in  motion,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  command  already  in  the  defart,  when  I 
was  rbufed  from  ifleep  by  the  report  of  the 
•great  guns  from  the  city  walls,  in  honour  of 
the  prince*     We  had  a  convoy  of  five  hun- 
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dred  Goflacks  added  to  our  dragopti.9,  which 
^vas   en  9 ugh   for    any    body    of   fcattered 
Kalmucks  that  we  could  meet  wkh  in  the 
defart,  efpecially  as  the  banks  of  the  Vol- 
ga  were  well  lined  with  many  regiments 
of  dragoons  and  Coflacks.     We  arrived  on 
the  banks  of    the  Volga,  oppofite  to  Aftra- 
chan,  in  the  evening  of  the   ninth  day  af- 
ter our  departure  from  Tzaritzio*     In  the 
morning  the  prince  was  attended  by  all  the 
principal  officers  and  citizens  in  Aftrachan.* 
The  governor  lent  his  barge  for  the  prince, 
and  many  boats  from  the  admiralty  brought 
over  the  reft  of  his  retinue.     This  morning, 
between  fleep  and  waking,  I  was  affii&ed 
with  an  exceeding  itchy  fenfation  in  my  left 
leg.    "Not  doubting  that  it  was  the  bite  of 
fome  infeft,  I  Ijaftily  fcratched  the  part  af- 
fe&ed.      The   nail   of  one  of  my  fingers 
catched  hold  of  die  fcnalleft  angle  of  a  piece 
of  matter  as  hard  as  a  bone,   and  railed  it 
up,  tearing  thefcarffkin  off  more  than  half 
an  inch  long,  which  occasioned  a  very  fmart 
pain ;  the  bafe,  however,  ftuck  faft,  and  re- 
quired fome  aifidance  togetitout.  This  could 
be  nothing  elfe  but  perfpirable  matter,  which 
by  length  of  time  had  increafed  to  fucb  hard- 
ijeft  and  magnitude  infenfibly :    It  was  in 
form  of  an  Ifofceles,  the  little  wound  of  which 
1  bear  the  mark  to  this  day,  but  foon  healed 
up,  without  any  difficulty. 
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The  prince  ordered  his  barge  to  row  dl-  ■ 
re&ly  to  the  great  gate  in  the  city,  reach-* 
ing  to  the  Volga,  and  commanded  ail  his 
gentlemen  to  row  immediately  after  him* 
Now  the  Volga  exhibited  a  (how  of  a  greater 
number  of  barges,  boats,  and  canoes,  than 
ever  I  had  feen  upon  it  at  any  one  time  be- 
fore this*  As  we  pa{Ted  the  admiralty,  they 
faluted  him  with  their  ordnance.  At  laft 
we  arrived  ;  the  governor  waited  at  the  port 
to  receive  his  Excellency.  The  governor, 
having  paid  his  compliments,  defired  to 
know,  IF  his  Excellency  would  pleafe  to  be 
carried  into  the  city  in  his  coach  ?  This  the 
prince  declined  ;  returned  him  thanks,  and 
told  him*  that  he  chuled  rather  to  walk  ; .  and 
immediately  went  forward  to  the  gate  ; 
which  he  no  fboner  entered,  than  the  great 
guns  above  that  gate  began,  and  the  falute 
went  round  both  city  and  citadel.  The  ca- 
valcade marched  flowly  to  the  houfe  appoint* 
ed  for  the  prince's  reception,  not  very  far 
from  the  port.  The  ftreets  on  both  fides 
were  lined  with  foldiers  under  arms,  both 
for  honour,  and  to  keep  off  the  mob  from 
ebftru&ing  the  paffage  of  their  former  go- 
vernor, whom  they  greatly  loved.  By  the 
time  the  ordnance  had  finiflied  the  firing, 
the  prince  was  entering  into  his  houfe,  when 
the  finall  arms  began,  and  gave  a  running 
fire  from  the  houfe  to  the  port.  The  go- 
vernor had  ordered  the  ftandard  to  be  placed 
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before  the  prince's  apartments,  at  his  arrival, 
with  a  guard  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
and  defired  to  know,  If  his  Highnefs  requi- 
red ^  greater  number  ?   but  this  he  declined. 


CHAP.    XVIH. 

Concerning  what  happened  at  Afirachan  during 
our  Jiay  there,  &c* 

I  Pa  id  my  refpc&s  to  my  old  friends,  and 
left  the  management  of  my  affairs  to  the 
care  of  my  younger  brother  William  (the  fame 
who  was  killed  at  the  Moro  Caftle,)  whom  I 
had  left  in  Aftracfran  ,  with  Mr  Thomfon. 
They  were  the  firft  who  informed  me,  that 
the  tables  were  turned  with  Governor  TatiP- 
hoff :  That,  no  doubt,  many  complaints  had 
contributed  thereto  ;  but  that  the  murder  of 
the  Armenian,  formerly  taken  notice  of,  had 
given  the  finifhing  ftroke  ;    for  that  the  Ar- 
menians had  privately  fent  a  deputation  to 
St  Peterfburgh,    who  had  managed  matters 
£0  well,  that  another  governor  was  appoint- 
ed in  his  place;  and  that  he  was  ordered  to 
Mofcow,  to  be  there  tried  for  the  many  crimes 
laid  to  his  charge.     Others  (aid,  that  they 
had  private  letters  from  St  Peterfburgh,  af- 
firming, that  orders  were  either  fent,  or  to 
be  lent  foon,  commanding  Mr  Tatifhoff  to 
Jt>e  kept  prifoner  and  tried  in  Aftrachan,  un- 
der 
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cfcr  the  d&reltiwt  of  Prince  Golii#!n.  J- 
went  alfo  at  9  proper  time  to,  pay  my  re- 
fpc&s  to  the  gov^rnQr,  whofe  misfortunes 
I  could  pot  help  commUeratlng.  though  I 
was  certain  he  had  deferred  any  thing  which 
could  happen.  This  undoubtedly  is  a  weak- 
nefs  which  I  flayer  could  ge{  the  better  of, 
and  when  it  takes  pofleflion  of  die  hearts  of 
men  i&  great  power,  produces  v?ry  dange- 
rous confequences,  and  ja\\c\\  unhinges  go- 
vernment. I  believe,  if,  upon  this  occa- 
ffon,  I  had  bee^  his  abfolute  judge  f 1  would 
probably  have  caufed  him  reftore  to,  every 
one  what  he  had  furreptitioufly,  or  other- 
wife,  tajfen  from  them,  but  could  h^ve  pro- 
ceeded to  no  higher  punifhmetit.  Mr  Ta- 
tUhoff  I  found  the  very  fame  man,  not  at  all 
caft  down  :  He  tpld  nje,  that  a  fet  of  fqols, 
his  enemies,  who  durft  not  attach  b\m  brave* 
ly,  had  fent  a  fool,  like  themfelves,  to  be  go- 
vernor of  Aftrachan  ;  ^nd  that  be  had  orders 
to  retire  to  Mofcow,  being  afraid  to  let  him 
go  for  St  Peterfburgh,  left,  faid  he,  I  get 
an  opportunity  of  detecting  their  unwor- 
thinefs  to  her  Majefty,  or  her  miniftry  ; 
but,  faid  he,  that  ipay  yet  happen  to 
be  the  cafe ;  for  they  are  not  overloaded 
with  prudence;  I  know  them  well.  He 
iiid  x&uph  more,  with  which  it  is  needlefs  to 
trouble  the  reader.  However,  in  a  few  day$ 
this  new  governor  arrived  ;  and  no  fooner 
did  he  come  to  the  city,  than  Mr  Tatiflhoff 
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yielded  up  die  palace  to  him,  and  proferfcd 
to  iell  him  his  c6ach~horfes,  and  as  much 
hay  as  would  completely  feed  them,  and  ma- 
ny more,  during  the  winter.  The  new  go- 
vernor fatd,  that  he  wduJd  buy  them  all  at 
the  price  Tatiflioff  had  put  oil  thein,  but  ac- 
knowledged, that  he  had  not  enough  of  -mo- 
ney to  pay  for  them  at  that  time.  Mr  Ta- 
tiflioff anfwered,  that  if  he  would  only  igive 
his  bill,  payable  againft  a  certain  term,  they 
fhould  be  at  his  fervice.  This  the  other  a- 
greed  to ;  and  then  Mr  Tatiflioff  defined  the 
ufe  of  the  barge  to  oariy  him  to  the  other  fide 
of  the  Volga,  becaufe  he  intended  to  fet 
out  for  Ruffia  next  morning  earfy.  TJiis 
was  not  rcfafed  ;  and  he  immediately  left 
Afl radian.  Mr  Tliomfon  and  I  took  a  fare- 
well of  him  that  evening  on  die  other  fide, 
where  we  fupped  with  him,  and  were  enter- 
tained with  his  opinion  of  our  new  governor. 
Eight  days  had  not  palled,  when  the  gover- 
nor received  an  order  from  the  (en&te,  or- 
dering hiifa  to  confine  Mr  Tatiflioff  un  A- 
ftrachan,  and  bring  him  to  a  trial  there*  un- 
der the  direction  of  Prince  GoHbzin. 

Itfeems  Mr  Tatiflioff  had  got  nocicefrom  St 
Peterfburgh,  that  the  fenate  would  fend  fuoh 
an  order  ;  wherefore  he,  (Mr  Tatifhbff,)  fent 
for  the  poft- maimer,  and  charged  him  to  fend 
ftraight  into  the  governor's  houfe  all  man- 
ner of  pacquets  or  letters,  and  all  tfourtefs 
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from  either  St  Peterfburgh  or  Mofcow :  By 
this  means  he  got  the  order  now  fpoken  of, 
and  pat  it  into  his  pocket,  without  commu- 
nicating the  contents  of  it  to  any  belonging 
to  the  Chancery  fcr  Precawfei  He  carried  it 
with  him  till  he  was  at  or  near  Tzaritzin, 
and  then  returned  it,  under  a  blank  cover, 
to  our  new  governor ;  who  no  fboner  recei- 
ved it,  than  he  fent  off  an  officer  to  bring 
him  back.  This  officer  came  up  with  him 
about  TambofFj  and  declared  what  orders 
he  had  from  the  governor  of  Aftrachan  i  But 
Mr  Tatiftioff  was  not  to  be  taken  in  fuch  a 
pitiful  trap.  He  laughed  heartily  at  the  go- 
vernor of  Aftrachan,  and  ordered  the  of- 
ficer to  tell  him,  that  he  was  not  fit  to  go- 
vern Aftracihan,  who  aded  fo  much  like  a 
child  ;  for,  *faid  he,  none  but  a  child  or 
changeling  would  fend  orders  to  apprehend 
any  perfon  in  another  governor's  province, 
without  his  knowledge ;  and  therefore  re- 
quired him  to  return  back  to  Aftrachan. 
The  officer  faid,  that  he  thought  the  new 
governor  had  not  atfed  right,  but  that  he 
was  obliged  to  obey  ;  and  therefore  begged, 
that  Mr  Tatifhoff  would  give  him  a  letter  to 
Scarry  to  the  governor,  that  he  might  be  con- 
vinced he  had  come  up  with  him.  This  Mr 
Tatifhoff  readily  granted,  and  proceeded  on 
his  way  to  Mofcow,  where  I  {hall  for  the 
prefent  leave  him. 

My 
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My  place  by  the  fca  hofpital  was  now  fill- 
ed up  by  a  phyfician,  a  Macedonian,  who 
bad  ftudied  at  Padua  :  He  told  me,  that  ia 
the  year  1739,  the  laft  year  of  the  Turkifh 
war,  his  countrymen,  the  Macedonian  Chri- 
ftians,  had  aflembled  in  a  body  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  thoufand  men,  with  a  deiign 
to  free  thenjfelves  from  Turkilh  flfavery  1 
prompted  thereto  by  the  Ruffian  fuccefs  it* 
Walachia  and  Moldavia ;  but  that  the  peace* 
which  fooa  Succeeded,  and  the  Ruffians  ha* 
ving  been  ignorant  of  fo  formidable  a  body 
of  friends,  was  the  caufe  of  the  total  ruin  of 
them  all ;  for  the  Turks  fell  on  them  with 
great  armies;  and  though  they  fold  their  lives 
very  dear,  killed  them  all  to  a  man,  making 
their  country  a  defart.  If  this  account  fc 
true,  it  ferves  to  demonstrate,  that  the  Greeks 
are  not  quite  reduced  to.  infenfibility,  and 
that  they  are  yefy  fenfible  of  the  weight  of 
the  oppfeflions  to  which  they  are  at  prefect 
fubje£fced  ;'  from  which  they  would  very  wil* 
Jingly  run  all  rifks  to  be  freed.  It  (hows 
alio,  that  very  great  armies  of  Chriftians 
might  be  formed  in  Greece,  feeing  Macedo-> 
nia  could  produce  forty  thoufand  effe<:live 
men  alone:  And,  if  I  remember  well,  the 
do&or  faid,  that  thele  forty  thoufand  men 
were  only  gathered  together  from  a  part  of 
Macedonia. 

Early  we  received  advice  from  St  Peterf- 
burgh,  that  we  wer^  to  take  up  our  winter- 
ly 1  quarters. 
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quarters  in  thi9  city  ;  becaufe  in  Oftobcr  it 
was  too  late  in  the  year  to  proceed  to  Perfia; 
wherefore  every  thing  was  fo  dif pofed  of  as 
to  give  us  no  trouble  ;  fo  that  our  time  was 
fpent  in  diverting  ourfelves  as  we  thought 
proper.  The  prince  exercifed  himfelf  twice, 
and  fometimes  thrice  a-week  in  hunting. 
When  I  left  Aftrachan  I  was  in  poflclGon  of 
fix  excellent  grey-hounds,  which  1  gave  to  my 
friends,  with  a  promife,  that  they  thou  Id  be 
returned,  if  I  required  them,  when  I  came 
back.  Of  this  I  acquainted  the  prince,  and 
he  ordered  me  to  demand  them,  becaufe  there 
was  daily  more  than  enough  left  in  his  kit- 
chen than  would  have  fed  double  that  Bum-? 
ber.  He  bought  for  me  an  excellent  poin- 
ter of  the  largeft  fixe.  When  the  prince 
did  not  think  proper  to  take  his  diversion  in 
the  fields,  he  caufed  his  gentlemen  aflembfc 
in  his  hall,  and  play  at  cards  ;  fometimes  he 
joined  them.  He  loved  to  have  all  his  offi- 
cers about  him  ;  and  if  at  any  time  any  of 
them  did  not  make  their  appearance  at  din- 
ner, (for  he  kept  daily  open  table  for  us  all,) 
he  could  not  be  content  till  he  was  made  cer- 
tain they  were  all  well.  The  mufic  played 
daily  during  the  time  of  dinner,  in  a  fmaU 
room  opening  into  the  hall,  and  the  kettle 
»  drums  and  trumpets  played  upon  a  balcony 
before  the  hall,  facing  a  large  fquare,  when 
the  muficians  took  a  reft.  If  the  governor, 
or  any  of  hispwn  gentlemen >  diefired  to  make 
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a  party  with  the  ladies  for  a  dance,  he 
never  refufed  the  mufie,  and  very  frequent* 
ly  would  invite  them  to  dance  in  his  own 
hall,  which  w&s  very  large  and  convenient. 
Who  could  be  difTatisfied  with  fuch  a  com- 
mander ?  And  who  would  not  have  defired 
to  live  with  fuch  agf  eeable  company  ?  If  a- 
ny  difpute  happened  at  any  time  amongft 
our  gentlemen,  the  prince  would  not  fpeak 
freely  to  either,  till  he  was  well  allured  that 
friendship  was  again  heartily  agreed  upon  i 
And  as  be  hated  all  manner  of  ceremony* 
nothing  was  fo  agreeable  to  him  as  to  hear 
them  converfe  In  his  prefence  with  the  great- 
eft  innocent  polite  freedom  • 

One  of  our  young  gentleiiieft*  one  even* 
ing,  having  had  a  proper  opportunity,  was 
diverting  bimfelf  with  a  very  young  maid* 
The  young  gentleman  was  rich ;  and  the 
commandant,  who  was  a  mifchievous  man, 
Very  different  from  our  prince,  having  got 
notice  of  it*  perfuaded  the  girl  to  declare* 
that. he  wanted  to  commit  a  rape  upon  her, 
and  that  (he  was  all  torn,  and  otherwife  a~ 
bufed.  This  (he  did,  and  her  mother  de- 
clared the  fame  thing.  When  things  were 
pro(peroufly  carried  fuch  lengths,  the  com- 
mandant waited  upon  the  prince  with  a  re- 
port of  his  own  forming,  in  order  to  get  die 
gentleman  put  under  arrefL  The  prince, 
without  permitting  the  commandant  to  go 
away,   gave  orders  to  the  major  to  fend  a 

few 

Digitized  by  VjOOQK 


a68        VOYAGES     and 

few  men  to  her  mother's  houfe,  and  bring 
the  girl  before  him  immediately  .  The  com- 
mandant hearing  this,  faid,  that  both  (lie 
and  her  'mother  were  in  his  houfe,  with  his 
wife,  and  begged,  that,  as  file  had  complain- 
ed to  him,  he  might  have  the  liberty  to  judge 
of  this  affair.  The  prince,  knowing  the  man, 
ordered  the  major  to  lend  for  them  diredly; 
telling  the  commandant,  that  he  would  find 
out  the  truth  of  this  himfelf ;  adding*  that 
he  was  much  miftaken,  if  there  was  a  more 
modeft  youth  in  the  city.  They  had  not 
waited  long  till  both  mother  and  daughter 
were  brought  into  the  prince's  pretence. 
Without  afking  a  fingle  queftion  about  the 
affair,  he  ordered  the  major  to  place  the  girl 
with  his  wafher-woman,  and  a  trufty  centi- 
nel  at  the  door,  to  permit  none  to  (peak  with 
her  but  fiich  as  (hould  have  his  permiffion. 
Then  he  turned  to  the  commandant,  and 
faid,  that  her  Majefty  had  trailed  him  with 
affairs  of  much  more  concern  than  that ;  and 
concluded  by  defiling  him  to  go  home,  fay- 
ing, that  he  would  take  the  trouble  to  fearch 
to  the  bottom  of  this  dirty  affair. 

The  commandant  was  no  fooner  gone, 
than  he  fent  for  the  young  gentleman,  and 
queftioned  him  privately,  defiring  him  tofave 
trouble,  by  telling  the  truth  ;  and  a  (Turing 
him,  that  he  would  endeavour  to  make  things 
as  eafy  as  was  poffible,  even  fuppofing  his 
accufers  were  right..  The  youth  frankly  ac- 
knowledged, 
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knowledged,  that  he  had  fondled  with  her, 
but  abfoluteiy  denied  that  he  had  had  any- 
further  concern  with  her.  He  faid,  that' he 
was  of  opinion  it  would  not  have  been  dis- 
agreeable to  the  maid  ;  but  the  place  where 
they  were  was  too  open  to  attempt  any  thing 
of  that  kind.  He  continued  to  lay,  that  (he 
never  called  out,  but  laughed,  as  people  do 
when  they  are  tickled.  So  far  good. .  The 
major  was  fent  next  to  interrogate  this  young 
artful  daughter  of  Eve,  but  could  make 
out  nothing,  after  twenty-four  hours  clofc 
confinement.  At  laft  it  was  agreed  upon  as 
the  beft  and  final  trial,  to  order  Dr  Lerch 
and  me  ftridly  to  examine  her  before  hoheft 
matrons  ;  for  (he  faid,  that  at  that  time  (he 
was  all  fwelled,  and  in  fuch  condition  as  is 
better  underftood  than  defcribed.  Accord- 
ingly, the  doftor  and  I  having  received  pro- 
per orders,  went,  in  company  with  a  few  of 
the  officers,  to  pay  the  firft  vifit  to  this  ter- 
magant. I  was  informed,  that  the  do&or 
was  in  great  friendfliip  with  the  command- 
ant, and  confequently ,  it  was  fufpefted,  would 
favour  him  as  much  as  he  well  could;  wherefore 
I  was  very  cautious  how  ladled.  At  our  entry, 
I  defired  the  do&or  to  put  what  que  ft  ions  he 
might  think  proper  ;  which,  indeed,  were 
few,  and  very  little  to  the  purpofe.  When 
he  had  done,  I  told  her,  that  I  was  very  for- 
ry  fb  many  people  had  got  fo  much  trouble 
about  this  affair :  That  I  (hould  not  take  up 
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tiftic  to  put  a  (ingle  queftion  to  her  ;  only  as 
(he  was  a  very  young  woman,  if  (be  had  the 
lead  modefty,  Che  would  not  chule  to  have 
her  body  expofed  to  the  open  view  of  men 
and  women,  unlefs  there  was  truly  great 
caufe  for  it*  I  obferved  to  her,  that  Dr 
Lerch  and  I,  both  married  men*  who  had 
many  years  ferved  her  Majefty  honourably* 
would,  after  the  ftrideft  fearch,  declare  the 
truth ;  and  that,  fuppofing  (he  had  been 
privately  playing  tricks  with  herfelf,  which 
might  deceive  ignorant  people,  yet  I  could 
allure  her,  that  all  the  tricks  (he  was  miflrefs 
of  would  not  deceive  us.  I  obferved  to 
her  farther,  that,  fuppofing  we  reported, 
which  probably  would  be  the  cafe,  that  (be 
herfelf  was  the  caufe  of  any  complaint  (he 
had  made  ;  in  that  cafe,  (he  would  be  pii* 
nifhed  moft  feverely  widi  the  whip ;  where* 
as  if,  without  giving  us  or  herlelf  any  fur* 
ther  trouble,  (he  told  the  truth,  I  could  af- 
fure  her,  that  the  prince  would  immediately 
give  orders  to  let  her  go,  without  any  pu- 
nifhment  whatfoever.  Having  done,  I  de- 
manded her  anfwer,  or  elfe  we  would  im* 
mediately  proceed  as  we  were  ordered*  She 
began  with  pouring  forth  a  flood  of  tears, 
and  faid,  that  the  lieutenant  had  only  fond* 
led  with  her  :  That  her  mother  having  got 
notice  of  it,  fuppofing  that  he  was  very  rich, 
had  hurt  her,  and  otherways  metamorphofed 
her,  fo  as   to  make  people  believe  (he  had 

been 
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been  abufed  :  That  the  commandant's  wife 
had  no  fmall  (bare  in  this  bafe  affair.  This 
was  all  taken  down  in  writing,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  many  gentlemen,  by  whom  it  was 
attefted  to  have  been  taken  without  dread  of 
punifhtnent,  or  being  encouraged  thereto  by 
the  hopes  of  reward;  and,  by  the  prince's 
orders,  (he  was  let  go :  But  her  mother  was 
taken  up,  put  under  arreft,  where  (he  con- 
fefled  alfo;  but  added,  that  (he  was  prompt- 
ed thereto  by  the  commandant's  wife.  No 
doubt;  fhe  hoped  to  efcape  puniihment,  as 
her  daughter  had  done  ;  but  in  this  (he  was 
deceived  ;  for  the  prince  ordered  her  to  be 
whipped  ;  which,  I  was  informed,  the  major 
caufed  to  be  performed  with  feverity.  The 
commandant  was  by  this  means  fo  reclaim- 
ed, that  he  gave  no  difturbance  to  any  of  us 
during  our  (lay  there  ;  for  the  prince  told 
him,  that  he  was  to  take  care  of  his  proper 
affairs  with  affiduity,  and  fend  his  reports  to 
the  major:  That  the  prince  was  determined, 
after  this  never  to  make  him  his  companion : 
And  finally,  that  if  he  did  not  in  every 
refpedt  behave  as  became  an  officer,  he, 
(the  prince,)  would  appoint  another  com- 
mandant, and  fend  him  elfewhere.  It  is 
impoffible  to  imagine,  that  a  body  of  fo  ma- 
ny young  men  could  remain  fo  long  in  one 
place  without  fome  turmoils  happening  fome~ 
rimes,  notwithftandjng  the  beft  care  having 
been  taken  to  prevent  them. 
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It  k  not  worth  the  reader's  while,  nor  in- 
deed mine,  to  write,  every  incident  which 
happened  during  our  ft'ay  at  Aftrachaq*  Let 
it  therefore  fuffice  to  fay,  that,  one  day  the 
prince  having  fent  a  criminal  to  the  gover- 
nor to  be  punifhed,  the  governor  did  not 
readily  inflict  the  puniihment,  but  reported, 
that  he  wovild  take  time  to  inquire  into  the 
affair,  and  then  proceed  as  the  prince  had 
direfted.  Upon  receiving  this  report,  the 
prince  caufed  demand  the  prifoner  dire&ly, 
lettmg  the  governor  know,  that  if  he  refilled 
to  comply,  he  would  immediately  fufpend 
him  from  being  governor,  till  her  Majeft>*s 
pleafure  fliduld  be  known,  The  governor 
would  not  risk  too  much,  and  therefore  lent 
back  the  prifoner,  who  was  inftantly  punifli- 
ed at  the  itandard,  as  were  all  others  ever  af- 
ter this,  who  had  tranfgrefTed  in  o$r  neigh- 
bourhood, or  with  the  eoibafly, 

One  winter-day  I  went  to  the  country  for 
a  drive  in  my  fledge,  and  to  feek  *  little  dip 
verfion.  I  was  drefled  in  a  fur,  and  was  ac- 
companied by  two  of  our  o.wn  foldie^.  J 
had  got  into  one  of  the  vine-gardeps  at  the 
-greateft  diilance  from  the  city.  I  left  my 
fledge  and  the  foldiers  at  the  proprietor's 
houfe-till  I  had  fearched  the  garden*  .  I  had 
got  one  (hot,  and  the  coVey  did  not  fjy  very 
far,  but  lighted  in  a  corner  of  the  (kme  gar- 
den, After  I  had  charged,  I  walked  up  to- 
wards 
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Wards  the  place  where  they  were,  fcttd  (pied 
two  men  coming   upon  the  fame  ground  ; 
one  of  them  carried  nets,  poles,  <frc.    upon 
his   (hotilders,    for  catching    partridges.     I 
requested  them  not  to  go  upon  the  game* 
faying,  that  I  was  in  purfuic  of  them.     The 
fellow  who  had  the  poles  over  his  (botrfdef 
anfwered  ttle  by  threats,   and  much  oppro* 
brious  language,  and  advanced  very  faft  td 
where  I  flood.     I  charged  him  to  keep  at 
ft  diftance,  threatening  to  (hoot  him,  if  he 
did  not.     One  of  them  went  away ;  but  he 
with  the  poles  advanced  in  a  great  rage.- 
Although  I  was  in  no  fmall  danger,  and  out 
of  die  view  dr  hearing  of  the  foldiers,  \  could 
Hot   dank  of  (hooting  a  man  who  had  no 
fire  arms;     1  waited,  and  when  hear,  que" 
ftioned  him,  What  could  be  the  reafbn  of  fy 
much  anger  at  me,  for  aflring  a  very  fmall 
favour  ?     The  brute  Continued  his  threats, 
till  he  was  nort  within  reach  of  me,  and  wad 
preparing  to  give  me  a  blow  with  his  poles  5 
when,  with  the  butt-end  of  my  piece,  I,  de- 
fignlng  to  (hike  oft  his  face,  hit  him  on  the 
nedc  fo  firm  a  blow,  that  he  fell  into  a  hol- 
low, where?  I  reiterated  my  ftrokes  two  or 
three  times,  and  then  ran  to  the  top  of  a  ri-* 
fing  ground  to  call  the  foldiers.     They  very 
fbon  appeared,  and  feized   this  villain.     If 
Any  boor  affronts  an  officer  in  her  Majefty'i 
fcrvice,  the  officer,  without  being  obliged  to 
follow  a  tedious  way  of  profecution  at  law, 
Mm  inftantly 
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inftantly  punifheth  the  fellow  for  his  fault* 
I  therefore  ordered  the  foldiersto  take  him  to 
the  houfe,  where  I  defigned  to  caufe  chaftife 
him.  When  all  was  ready,  and  the  fellow  ftrip- 
ped,the  landlord  appeared,  and  difcharged  me 
from  correcting  him  on  his  ground.     I,  un- 
certain whether  I  had  a  right  to  correal  him 
there,  ordered  the  foldiers  to  let  him  go  ;  of 
which  he  was  fo  very  glad,   that,  without 
waiting  to  put  on  his  cloaths,  he  took  them 
up  in  his  arms,  and  ran  off  as  faft  as  he  was 
able.    I  ordered  the  horfes  to  be  put  to,  and 
told  the  landlord,  that,  though  I  was  a  (Iran* 
ger  to  that  villain  he  had  now  preferved  from 
the  juft  punifhment  I  deligned   for  him,  I 
would  have  no  difficulty  to  get  at  him  as  his 
abbettor ;  and  returned   to  Aftrachan,  and 
acquainted  the  prince  of  this  affair.     He  or- 
dered a  ferjeant  with  a  few  men  to  bring  in 
the  landlord,  who  hardly  efcaped  a  whip- 
ping ;  but,  by  my  interceflion,  was  let  go, 
after  he  had  difcovered  the  abode  of  his  vil- 
lainous neighbour  ;    who   alfo  being  appre- 
hended in  his  bed,  was  brought  in.    He  beg- 
ged, that  the  ferjeant  would  bring  him  to  me 
firft  ;  where,  with  tears,  and  promifes  never 
to  be  guilty  of  the  like  to  any  other,  I  for- 
gave him,  and  defired  the  ferjeant  to  acquaint 
the  major,  in  order  to  have  him  liberated  j 
but  this  the   major  durft  not  do,   till  the 
prince  was  made  acquainted  with  his  being 
brought  there.     The  prince,   after  he  had 
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examined  him,  and  he  had  acknowledged  his 
crime,  and  begged  for  forgivenefs,  faid,  that 
as  I  had  already  Forgiven  him,  for  what  he 
had  afted  againft  me,  fo  he  forgave  him  for 
that  trefpafs ;  but  as  he  had  trefpafled  againft 
the  peace  of  the  country,  he  ordered  him  to 
be  whipped  feverely,  and  let  go.  After  this 
we  remained  in  Aftrachan  without  any  di~ 
fturbance,  till  we  got  orders  to  proceed  on 
our  way  to  Perfia,  by  the  well  fide  of  the 
Cafpian  Sea, 

Capt.  Bernhour,one  of  our  gentlemen,  Mr 
Thomfon,  and  I,  made  a  party  to  go  to  hunt 
the  wild  boar  at  a  fiftiery  near  the  Cafpian, 
where  it  was  laid  many  of  thefe  creatures 
were  frequently  feen.  ,  Having  obtained  leave 
of  the  prince,  we  fet  out  in  aftrongfroft  to  the 
fifhery,  but  got  no  fport.  However,  night 
drew  on,  and  we  agreed  to  lodge  there,, and 
take  our  deep  in  a  warm  room  upon  fome 
hay.  We  were  composing  ourfelves  to  fleep, 
when  die  man  who  lived  in  the  fifhery  ac- 
quainted us,  that  feveral  men  had  befet  this 
building,  and  advifed  us  to  get  up,  left  they 
might  burn  it,  or  get  at  our  horfes.  We 
were  not  long  in  getting  ready  ;  and  our 
pieces  being  all  charged  with  ball  for  the 
boars,  we  primed  afrefh,  and  went  out.  The 
building  was  a  fquare,  into  which  they  had 
not  ventured  to  come.  We  went  out  at  the 
only  entry,  and  fpied  three  horfemen  at  the 
corner  ;    at  whom  one  of  us  fired  a  piftol, 

charged 
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^charged  only  wifh  powder  ?  upon  which 
they  rode  off.  We  went  quitp  round  the 
fiftiery  without  feeing  any  more.  This  a- 
larm  put  an  end  to  our  deep  that  night ; 
and  we  returned  to  Aftrachan  next  morning 
*s  early  as  we  could.  At  which  jinjc  the 
prince  was  ordering  a  party  of  dragoons  to 
come  forus  5  for  he  had  got  notice,  that  a 
{trong  body  of  Caracalpaaks  were  in  thefe 
parts.  We  told  him  what  we  had  met  with, 
and  how  narrowly  we  had  efcaped.  Upon 
which  he  ordered  the  governor  to  fend  off 
fome  men  to  protect  the  merchants  fiQieries* 
And  this  accident,  trifling  as  it  was,  proved 
the  fafety  of  the  fiftieries ;  for  the  Caracal* 
paaks,  knowing  they  were  difcovered,  made 
no  ftay,  but  returned  into  their  own  coun- 
try, without  committing  any  depredations. 

One  day,  fopn  after  our  arrival  in  Aitara* 
chan,  one  of  the  three  Tartars  who  had  con* 
voyed  me  with  their  horfes  from  Aftracban 
to  Tzaritzin,  told  me,  that  as  he  and  his 
countrymen  were  returning  betwixt  Eanatai- 
ova  and  Aftrachan,  the  Kalmucks  way-laid 
them,  murdered  the  other  two,  and  wound- 
ed him,  and  robbed  them  of  their  horfes,  and 
pther  effefts.  He  faid,  that  they  pretended 
that  they  did  fo  to  revenge  the  death  of  their 
friends,  who  had  attacked  us,  as  I  mention* 
ed  formerly.  He  faid,  that,  having  been 
jvoimded  at  their  firft  aflault,  he  fell,  and, 
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for  ibme  time,  was  infcnfible ;  That  when 
be  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  region,  the  J&&1* 
mucks  had  gone  off  with  their  horfes,  corn* 
ages,  cloathe,  and  money,  leaving  only  his 
two  dead  countrymen  with  him :  That  icon 
after,  ibme  fiftjermen  took  him  intoT  their 
boat,  having  buried  his  friends,  and  fent 
him  to  Ailrachan :  That  he  had  applied  to 
the  governor,  and  had  difcovered  ibme  of 
the  horfes  j  but  neither  could  get  the  Kalr 
mucks  puniihed,  nor  his  horfes  returned, 
winch  were  in  pofleflion  of  the  Ruffian  refi- 
dent,  by  the  Khan.  I  applied,  and  ufed  all 
my  intereft  to  get  the  poor  man's  horfes  re- 
turned ;  but  the  refident  eluded  all  my  en- 
deavours, upon  pretence  that  that  affair  had 
already  coil  him  much  more  than  the  value 
of  the  horfes.  Thus  we  fee,  by  this  in- 
fiance,  that  juftice  is  very  hardly  to  be  got- 
ten, even  in  Ruflia,  without  paying  more  than 
the  value  of  it* 

I  (hall  mention  two  caies  which  happen- 
ed in  our  hofpital  this  winter  ;  which  ap^ 
pearing  Angular  to  me,  who  has  had  fo  very 
exteniive  practice,  may  be  agreeable  to  fome 
of  my  readers.  I  was  informed  that  a  young 
firong  dragoon  was  very  ill  of  an  erfypdas 
over  his  right  arm  ;  and  Dr  Lerch  deiking 
my  advice,  I,  amongft  other  things,  recom- 
mended to  blood  him.  Accordingly,  one 
pf  our  young  men  took  fixteen  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  right  arm,   confidering  that 
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the  dragoon  was  very  feverifh,  and  all  rea- 
sonable afliftance,  both  internal  and  exter- 
nal, was  not  wanting*  Next  mornings 
when  we  came  to  the  hofpital,  I  was  not  a 
little  furprized  to  fee  the  right  arm  exceflive- 
ly  inflamed,  and  rafhly  found  fault  with  the 
young  man  who  had  let  blood.  I  therefore 
called  for  a  lancet,  and  let  blood  from  his 
left  arm.  His  fever  being  nothing  dimi- 
nifhed,  on  the  third  day  the  inflammation 
had  fixed  itfelf  in  the  arm  which  I  had 
blooded,  and  the  other  arm  was  not  in  the 
leaft  inflamed.  Now  I  faw  plainly  how 
much  I  was  deceived,  and  how  ignorant  I 
was  about  all  the  differences  of  this  dangerous 
difeafe*  This  poor  man  lay  in  the  greateft 
danger  in  a  high  fever  more  than  five  weeks, 
before  we  could  have  the  leaft  hopes  of  his 
recovery.  It  changed  its  fituation  every 
five  or  fix  days  :  Nor  did  he  recover  till  it 
had  run  over  his  whole  body  ;  the  face. and 
hairy  fcalp  were  riot  exempted  ;  and  in  three 
or  four  days  after  it  had  left  the  part,  the 
fcarf-skin  came  off,  as  if  a  bliftering  plaifter 
had  been  applied  to  it.  This,  however, 
was  the  only  example  I  ever  met  with  of 
the  like  kind,  though  I  have  undoubtedly 
feen  many  thoufands  in  this  difeafe.  The 
man  recovered  afterwards  to  an  exceeding 
good  ftate  of  health. 

One  day  the  doftor  defired  that  I  would 
viiit  a  dragoon,  much  diftrefled  with  an  ex* 
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ctfefcence  in  anof  which  prevented  his  getting 
paflage  by  ftooL  At  my  firft  vifitation  we 
difcovered  a  globe,  of  a  red  colour,  about 
the  bignefs  of  a  fmall  plumb,  pendulous. 
When  I  drew  it  to  me,  I  introduced  a  pair 
of  good  fciflare,  and  at  once  fnapped  it  off. 
Next  day,  we  difcovered  another,  and  the 
day  following  a  third,  all  Winch  I  cut  off  in 
the  fame  manner ;  and  the  man  recovered 
without  any  other  trouble.  The  mention- 
ing of  thefe  dilea(es  fo  very  briefly,  may  be 
of  ufe  to  fome,  and  cannot  be  very  difagree- 
able  to  any  of  my  learned  and  humane  rea- 
ders* 

The  Ruffians  being  at  peace  with  all  their 
neighbours  affords  me  nothing  of  moment 
to  fay  about  our  armies,  and  indeed  there 
was  little  difturbance  of  any  kind  upon  the 
borders  of  Aftrachan.  One  evening  late,  the 
governor  lent  to  defire  I  would  fpeak  with 
him ;  when  I  came,  I  (aw  Mr  Chiricoff  the 
fecretary,  and  judged  that  fome  affairs  con- 
cerning the  Britifh  trade  was  going  on.  The 
governor  defired  me  to  take  a  glafs  or  two  of 
wine,  and  then  produced  a  bundle  of  Englifli 
letters,  which  he  had  received  from  Perfia. 
He  faid,  that  he  wanted,  by  orders  from  St 
Peterlburgh,  to  know  only  if  they  mention- 
ed any  thing  of  the  Shach  or  Captain  Elton. 
He  defired  therefore,  as  no  perfon  was  able 
to  interpret  them  in  Aftrachan,  that  I  would 
take  tfyc  trouble  to  glance  them  over,  and  let 

him 
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him  know  if  any  thing  was  mentioned  lit 
them  relating  to  thefe  two  men,  telling  me 
at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  anthorifed  to 
do  fo  by  the  Britim  merchants  in  St  Peterf- 
burgh*  He  faid,-  that  he  wanted  to  know 
nothing  of  the  merchants  private  affairs,  not* 
of  their  accompts.  Not  doubting  of  the 
troth  of  all  he  told  the,  I  nffi  them  over,  and 
fome  mention  was  made  of  Captain  Elton, 
but  none  about  Kouli  Khan^  The  fecretary 
took  down  what  was  written  about  Elton  ? 
and,  when  all  was  done,  he  produced  a  pa- 
per, defiring  me  to  fign  it,  obliging  myfelf 
never  to  difcover  that  he  had  required  me  to 
communicate  the  contents  of  thefe  letters  to 
him.  At  this  I  (tared,  and  being  furprifed, 
told  him  that  I  fufpedted  he  had  no  good  au- 
thority for  •  what  we  had  been  doing,  and 
added,  that  I  never  would  fign  that  paper, 
nor  interpret  another  letter  for  him ;  and 
took  my  laft  farewell,  as  I  ne*er  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  make  him  a  fecond  vifit. 

The  Imperial  Duke  was  feized  with  the 
fmall-pox  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  as 
he  was  travelling  between  Mofcow  and  St 
Peterfburgh,  to  which  laft  city  he  was  going. 
He  lay  ill  in  fome  village,  recovered  very 
well,  and  was  married  upon  the  prefent  Em- 
prefi  in  the  month  of  September.  The  wed- 
ding was  very  grand  and  fliowy*  Our  major 
was  prefent  at  it,  and  gaVe  us,  at  his  return, 
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a  very  fuccinft  account,  but  which  is  not  ve* 
ry  material  to  the  reader. 


CHAP.     XIX. 

Concerning  what  pajfed  in  the  Tear  1746.    Our 
March  from  Ajlrachan  to  Kizlaar,  &c. 

FROM  January  till  July,  we  lived  as  I  de- 
fcribed  formerly ;  nor  did  any  thing  hap- 
pen worth  the  reader's  notice, '  except  that 
fometimes  laft  winter,  a  fumptuary  law  was 
made,  and  orders  lent  throughout  the  em- 
pire, commanding  that  all  people  of  no  great 
rank,  whether  men  or  women,  who  had 
cloaths  of  brocade  cloth,  or  other  cloaths 
mounted  with  gold  or  filver  lace,  not  allow- 
able by  law,  ihould  get  them  hidden  apart : 
That,  after  a  certain  date,  if  merchants,  mer- 
chants wives,  and  others  forbidden  to  wear 
fuch  cloaths,  were  discovered  to  have  any 
fuch  in  their  cuftody,  not  fealed,  the  cloaths 
would  be  taken  from  them,  and  they  obliged 
to  pay  a  large  fine  ;  and  if  not  able  to  pay 
it,  commanding  that  fuch  fools  fhould  be 
whipped  on  the  bare  back  in  the.  public  mar- 
ket-place. Another  order  was  fent  at  the 
fame  time,  fetting  forth,  that  many  young 
gentlemen  had  ruined  themfelves,  and  loft 
their  paternal  eftates,  particularly  in  the  city 
of  Mofcow  by  gaming  with  cards  ;  therefore 
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forbidding  that  game,  under  the  penalty  of 
one  thoufand  rubles*  In  Mofcow,  foixie  old 
general  had,  upon  promifes  of  preferment 
in  the  army,  decoyed  many  of  the  Ruffian 
noble  thoughtlefs  youth  to  his  houfe,  and,  af- 
ter a  few  vifits,  difmifled  them  helplefs,  ha- 
ving fpoiled  them  of  their  eftates  by  this 
curfed  game*  The  Emprels,  at  laft  having 
got  notice  of  it,  cauled  this  old  hunks  reftore 
them  their  eftates  and  money,  with  good.in- 
tereft  ;  and  caufed  this  order  to  be  fent  thro* 
the  empire,  forbidding  that  game  altogether. 
This  was  a  little  hard  upon  people  who  had 
not  much  to  do,  like  us  at  that  time  $  but  our 
major  returning  foon  after  we  had  received 
the  order,  fct  all  hands  to  work,  by  acquaint- 
ing us  that  the  meaning  of  the  order  was  on- 
ly to  difcharge  people  from  playing  for  great 
fums ;  add  ng,  that  the  whole  court  played 
,  daily,  and  none  loved  the  diverfion  better 
than  the  Emprefs,  whom  he  faw  playing,  and 
produced,  from  one  of  the  miniftry,  a  decla- 
ration to  that  purpofe.  Upon  receiving  this 
agreeable  news,  we  all  gamed  as  formerly, 
and  continued  fo  during  ourftay  in  Aftra- 
chan. 

One  day,  the  governor  entered  the  hall, 
whilft  we  were  all  very  merry,  and  he,  know- 
ing nothing  of  the  reverfion  of  the  order,  ex- " 
prefled  his  great  furprize  that  we  durft  play, 
after  it  was  forbidden  under  high  penalties; 
but,  when  he  was  informed  of  this  change, 
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he  begged  to  be  admitted  a  party.  Thus 
we  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  July,  at 
which  time  we  received  orders  to  make  what 
haite  we  could  to  proceed  on  our  journey, 
after  having  fent  our  weighty  baggage,  pre-* 
fents,  and  horfes,  by  fea,  to  the  port  of 
Backu*  Three  (hips  were  got  ready  for  this 
purpofe  i  and  on- the  14th  of  September  our. 
dragoons,  hories,  and  baggage  neceflary  for 
immediate  ufe,  with  our  own  horfes,  Dr 
Lerch  and  his  mate,  were  fent  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  Volga.  On  the  15th,  the  prince 
went  over  to  fee  that  every  thing  wa9  in  good 
order.  By  the  time  he  reached  the  (bore,  the 
tents  were  all  ftruck,  the  holies  yoked,  and 
,  the  dragoons  mounted.  So,  after  they  were 
muftered,  they  paid  their  military  compli- 
ments, and  marched  away  into  the  defart. 
On  the  23d,  the  three  (hips  Were  all  loaded, 
and  dropped  down  the  Volga,  defigned  for 
the  port  of  the  Perfian  city  Backu.  J  faw 
the  horfes  put  on  board  5  They  had  prepa- 
red proper  ftalls  for  receiving  the  hories  in 
the  holds  of  the  (hips,  with  flings  that  they 
might  not  be  hurt  in  time  of  tempeftuous 
weather ;  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  the 
fpirited  horfe  of  EngHfli  brood,  formerly 
mentioned,  feemed  upon  thi9  occafien,  to  be 
more  fenfible  of  fear  than  any  of  the  reft* 
They  put  him  on  board  in  the  fame  manner 
as  they  had  done  the  reft,  only  they  imagi- 
ned that  he  would  not  be  quite  fo  tradable, 

and 
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,  and  therefore  blindfolded  him  at  a  greater  di- 
ftancefrom  the  veflel  ;\then  they  put  a 
broad  double  fail-cloth  round  his  body, 
reaching  from  his  fore  to  his  hinder  legs, 
and  fixed  it  on  his  back  with  loops,  inro 
which  an  iron  hook,  at  the  end  of  a  rope 
from  one  of  the  yard-arms  of  the  (hip,  was 
introduced  and  made  fail.  When  the  crea- 
ture felt  them  give  the  firft  pull,  he  drag- 
gled, (truck,  and  reared;  but  die  men  who 
pulled  were  fo  clever,  that  after  he  reared,  he 
could  not  get  his  fore  feet  to  touch  the 
ground  again,  and  in  an  inftant  he  was 
hanging  in  the  air,  trembling  all  over,  and 
evacuating  his  dung,  When  he  was  let  down 
into  the  (hip's  hold,  he  lay  down  like  a  dog, 
nor  woijld  he  rife  for  fome  time* 

Every  thing  being  ready,  and  all  incum- 
brances being  removed,  the  prince  fet  out 
from  Aftrachan,  in  company  with  his  own 
proper  officers,  and  all  the  principal  people 
in  Aftrachan,  civil,  military,  and  ecclefiaftick, 
upon  the  25th.  Upon  this  occasion,  all  ho- 
nours were  liberally  paid  him,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  when  he  arrived.  The  good  old 
prince  caufed  his  gentlemen  ply  the  bottle  to 
fome  purpofe  upon  this  occafion*  I  did  not 
join  them,  but  walked  widi  Mr  Thomfbn  at 
fome  diftance,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Volga  ; 
but  a  iignal  having  been  made  for  us  to 
mount,  at  my  return  I  faw  the   eifefts   of 
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their  toping  in  many  places.  On  thtf  fignai- 
given,  we  mounted,  and  rode  up  the  Vtflga 
fire  verfts  north,  then  turned  weft,  and  -rode 
on  the  top  of  a  very  long  hill,  with  hk&  <m 
both  fides,  till  we  were  computed  to  be  :d$~ 
ftant  in  a  ftraight  Une  from  Aftrachan  about , 
fifteen  verfb.  The  prince,  having  feot  off 
all  his  dragoons,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his 
fbidiers,  was  therefore  efcorted  with  about' 
five  hundred  Coflacks  and  Tartars. 

Our  firft  ftage  was  on  the  fonth  fide  of  a- 
ridge  of  hills,  extended  eaft  and  weft,  in  a 
meadow  having  a  plcafant  lake  of  frefli  wa- 
ter to  the  fouth.  On  the  north  fide  of  this 
ridge  was  a  lake  crafted  over  with  fait,  as 
white  as  fnow  on  the  furface,  about  one  and 
a  half  inch  thick,  turning  red  about  the  mid- 
dle of  its  thicknefs,  then  inclining  to  black, 
and  at  the  bottom  as  black  as  ink,  which, 
when  the  furface  was  broken,  emitted  a  very 
noifome  {linking  exhalation. 

An  accident  happened  here,  which  I  can- 
not pafs  by,  without  acquainting  the  reader 
of  it :  An  Armenian  lieutenant~colonel  took 
this  fafe  opportunity  to  march  with  us  to  Ms 
regiment  at  or  near  Kizlaar  :  He,  according 
to  the  cuflom  of  his  country,  did  not  ride 
in  his  uniform,  but  had  •  cloaths,  -which  he 
thought  more  convenient  for  travelling, 
-  whofe  tails  were  gathered  together,  and  put 
into  a  very  large  pair  of  breeches,  fomething 
Bke  the  Hollanders  or  Kalmucks.     I  had  a 

bitch, 
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bitch,  the  mother  of  my  four  greyhounds  j 
fhe  was  extremely  pretty »  of  the  iinall  Italian 
brood.  She  was  brought  up  from  a  puppy 
about  the  hoipital  of  Attrachan,  and  had  an 
antipathy  at  fuch  drefs,  though  (he  was  very 
gentle  to  people  drefled  in  the  European  fa- 
fhion;  which  was  occasioned  by  the  Kal-. 
mucks,  who  ufed  to  pais  by  the  hoipital 
morning  and  evening  daily,  with  whom  (he 
had  many  battles*  The  colonel,  among  the 
re(^  without  changing  his  dreis,  went  to  pay 
his  refpette  to.  the  prince*  The  hitch  was  tied 
in  my  (leeping  waggon  ;  (he  no  (boner  {pied 
the  colonel,  than  (he  broke  the  cord  with 
which  (lie  was  tied*  and,  fwift  as.  lightning, 
feized  the  back  parts  of  the  colonel's  breeches, 
which  (he  tore  tp  nieces  in  an  inftant,  leav- 
ing his  pofteriors  to  open  view.  '  The  colo- 
nel, in  a  defperate  rage,  drew  his  broad 
(word,  aod  threatened  deftru&ion  to  my 
poor  bitch  ;  but  (he  was  well  exercifed,  and 
had  been  long  accuftomed  to  that  fort  of 
game.  Sbe  was  at  a  considerable  diftance 
before  be  was  ready  to  make  a  ftroke,  and 
(he  was  preparing  ta  make  the  other  attack. 
The  colonel  and  his  antagonift  made  fo  un- 
expected a  piece  of  diver  (ion,  that  the  prince 
and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  had  like  ta 
have  died  laughing.  This  (port  w?s  not  fo 
agreeable  to  me,  who  was  accuftomed,  long 
before  this,  to  the  like.  I  was  afraid  that  the 
colonel*  in  his  great  rage,  would  have  (hot 
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my  bitch,  I  therefore  loft  no  time  in  getting 
her  fecured  ;  when  Iliad  done  this,  I  went 
to  the  colonel,  who  was  going  to  drefs  as 
formerly,  and  begged  of  him  not  to  do  ic,  aft 
Turing  him,  that  it  would  be  almoft  impofii* 
ble  to  watch  the  bitch,  I  told  him  what  ill* 
will  (he  bore  to  fuch  drefs,  and  die  caufe  of 
it.  I  begged  him  to  drefs  in  his  uniform, 
and  walk  out,  alluring  him  that  the  bead: 
would  be  as  gentle  to  him  as  any  odier  per- 
fon  fb  drafted.  After  his  anger  wias  a  little 
over,  he  followed  my  advice,  and  I  let  the 
creature  go  at  liberty,  to  convince  him  of  the 
truth  of  my  aflertion  j  but  ever  after,  he  did 
not  care  to  truft  her  too  far :  However,  he 
took  the  precaution  to  drefs  in  his  uniform 
before  he  left  his  waggon,  or  m£tde:  his  ap- 
pearance in  public.  The  prince  called  the 
hitch,  ever  after4  this,  the  Difciplinarian. 

The  hills,  through  which  we  had  travelled, 
were  covered  with  a  litde  graft*  and  much  d* 
brotanum,  abftntbium,  and  different  kinds  of  ka+ 
li,  but  no  flirubs.  We  law  no  game  here. 
We  travelled  from  this  place  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  and  direfted  our  courfe" 
weft  ;  the  wind  being  northerly,  it  was  not 
warm.  After  we  had  travelled  about  twenty 
verfts  from  our  laft  ftage,  we  encamped  on 
the  top  of  a  ridge  of  hills,  (Iretching  eaft  and 
weft,  having  a  fait  lake  on  the  north  fide, 
and  a  frefli  water  lake  on  the  fouth,  from 
which  we  took  twenty  carts  loaded  with  vva- 
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ter,  bccaufc  we  had.ttttle  profpeft  of  getting 
any  more  frefh  water  in  this  defart,  till  we 
came  on  the  banks  of  the  pleafant  Berketi,  a- 
bout  four  hundred  verfts  diftant  from  where 
we  then  were.     We  fed  our  horfes  a  few 
hours,  and  proceeded  farther  in  the  lame  di-> 
reftion,  paffing  by  many  low  fandy  hills  up- 
oa  the  north,  and  fome  fmall  lakes  through 
the^fame  kind  of  ibil  as  formerly;  only  we 
difcovered  large  quantities  of  kali  humilu  in 
flower.  .  After  we  had  travelled  twenty  verfts, 
we  encamped  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  great 
lake  of  fait  water,  having  foirfc  hills  to  the 
fouth,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th.     We  faw 
here  many  Kalmucks  with  their  flocks  ;  but 
they  would  not  come  near  us.     In  the  very 
place  where  we  encamped,  my  hounds  killed 
the  firft  hare  in  this  expedition;  and  our 
out-fcouts  faid,  that  they  had  feen  fome  fai- 
gaaks,  or  antelopes.   I  had  but  juft  laid  my- 
felf  down  in  my  waggon,  when  I  fpied  the 
prince  going  round,  to  fee  if  the  centinels 
were  alert,  quite  alone.   I  went  to  him,  beg- 
ged that  he  would  take  his  fleep,  as  he  had 
been  complaining :  He  faid,  that  he  could 
.not  put  much  truft  in  his  younkers,   as  he 
called  his  gentlemen,  who,  he  faid,  were  fleep- 
ing  as  found  a&  if  they  had  been  in   Aftra- 
chan  ;  but  added,  that  if  I  would  watch  for 
him,  he  would  go  to  bed;  and,  being  eight 
o'clock,  defired  I  would  fct  them  out  at  ele- 
ven*    I  aflured  him  I  was  not  in  the  leaft 

fleepy, 
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ilecpy,  and  therefore  would  pointedly  obey 
his  orders,  and  he  condescended  to  go  to 
bed ;  precifely  at  eleven  I  had  them  all  in 
ilir. 

We  proceeded  from  this  piace  called  Bufli- 
machay  ,  and  arrived  early  in  the  morning 
at  another  lake  of  (alt  water  called  Afliega- 
fliec,  fevcnteen  verfts  diflant  from  the  for- 
mer. On  the  twenty-feventh,  there  was  an- 
other lake  diflant  from  us  about  an  Englifh 
mite,  upon  the  banks  of  which  much  of  the 
herb  lotus  flore  albo  grew,  which  proved  good 
food  for  ottr  horfes,  of  which  they  eat  very 
plentifully*  Here  we  killed  fome  hares.  We 
marched  on,  after  we  had  refted  abopt  three 
hours,  twenty-five  iverfts  farther  fouth-weft ; 
the  wind  being  northerly  it  was  very  cold. 
We  palled  over  many  low  landy  hills,  lying 
eaft  and  weft,  upon  which  litde  grew  except 
kdLi.  We  encamped  upon  the  weft-end  of  a 
lake  of  fait  water  called  Vifhni ;  here  we  kil- 
led fome  hares.  On  the  28th,  we  fet  out  and 
arrived  at  a  fmall  hill,  three-fourths  furround- 
ed  by  a  lake  called  Tehirili.  At  this  place 
we  met  with  between  thirty  and  forty  Turko- 
man Tartars,  who  would  give  no  account  of 
themfelves  tiU  their  chief  was  forced  thereto 
with  the  whip.  He  faid,  that  they  had  been 
carrying  fait  to  Kizlaar ;  tho*  we  were  of  opi- 
nion that  they  were  freebooters:  They  rode 
upon  dromedaries.  The  prince  did  not 
chufe  to  take  them  to  Kizlaar,  becaufe  we 
O  o  were 
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wert  afraid  we  Would  have  little  prbvifidn  fat 
ourfelvfes  :  He  therefore  threatened  to  hunt 
them  dut,  if  he  heard  of  any  mifchief  done 
by  them ;  and  advifed  them  to  return  into 
their  own  country.  This  defart  is  as  barren 
as  any  ^e  pafled  through  from  Aftrachan ; 
from  which  city  our  guides  computed  we  had 
travelled  one  hundred  and  forty-five  verfts. 
In  the  afternoon  we  tf  avelled  over  many  bai> 
ren  hills,  as  defcribed  formerly:  We  (aw  ve- 
ry many  antelopes  and  hares;  but  our  dogs 
were  fo  fetigued  Upon  this  barren  hard  fandy 
ground  that  we  could  get  none:  After  we  had 
made  a  journey  of  twenty  verfts,  we  encamp- 
ed on  •  the  weft-end  of  a  lake  of  fait  water 
called  Churiri;  here  I  killed  fome  ducks, 
fnipes,  and  a  water-hen.  On  the  19th,  wfe 
arrived  at  a  little  hill,  diftant  about  thirty 
verfts  from  our  laft  ftage.  The  country  thro9 
which  we  pafled  was  more  even  than  former- 
ly: Here  we  pafled  a  company  of  Baigu(h,cfr 
poor  Kalmucks.  Our  road  now  is  almoft 
f traight  fouth.  This  defart  is  fo  very  fandy 
that  grais  is  very  rarely  to  be  feen,  excepfc 
upon  the  banks  of  lakes ;  and  the  earth  be- 
twixt this  and  Aftrachan  is  all  mixed  with 
fait.  In  the  afternoon  we  riiarched  twenty- 
five  verfts  farther;  and,  having  put  my  dogs 
in  my  waggon  yefterday,  and  anointed  their 
feet,  I  rendered  them  more  able  to  run.  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  run  down  two  antelope*, 
which  was  very  agreeable  to  all  our  company, 
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becaufe  we  had  got  no  otlier  frefli  provifions 
than  iputton  and  fowls.  We  catched  a  third 
antelope  in  the  evening:  The  weather \yas  ve- 
ry ferene,  but  cold.  The  antelopes  are  fo 
very  fearful,  that  if  a  dog  gives  the  leaft  bite, 
it  immediately  tumbles  dowij,  nor  does  it  o£ 
£er  to  riie.  Its  flefti  is  extremely  tender,  and 
x>f  eafy  digeftion;  but  it  has  a  peculiar  fla- 
vopr,  fomething,  as  I  faid  before,  refejnbling 
muik,  which  foofi  cloyed  my  ftomach;  but 
j»?ny  pf  pur  gentlemen  eat  daily  plentifully 
of  it,  without  making  any  complaint,  or  find- 
ing fault  with  this  very  particular  flavour, 
which  delicate  ftomachs  can  not  relifl*.  We 
.encamped  on  the  fouth*weft  end  of  a  lake 
of  fak  water,  on  the  top  of  a  hill:  We  faw 
very  few  herbs  in  this  defart,  or  even  grafs  ; 
poffibly  there  might  hjnre  been  fome  on  the 
banks  of  the  lake,  whjch  was  very  ex,tcnfive; 
but  J  had  no  time  to  look  for  any.  On  the 
30th  September,  we  travelled  fQuthward 
through  a  defart  like  the  loft,  but  more  fan- 
,dy,  twenty-five  verfts,  and  arrived  upon  a 
ridge  of  fandy  mountains,  lying  eaft  and 
weft,  being'  about  one  verft  over  from  north 
to  fbutht  I  was  told,  that  thefe  fandy  moun- 
tains run  from  the  Cafpian  fea  weft  about 
eighty  verfts.  Here  we  were  obliged  to  take 
our  dinner,  becaufe  the  horfes  were  fatigued 
by  drawing  our  carts  through  deep  lands ; 
and  we  had  ftill  to  march  through  more  fands; 
but  we  found  here  fome  wells  of  pretty  good 
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water,  of  which,  though  not  very  clear,  our 
horfes  were  very  needful,  and  drank  hearti- 
ly. I  walked  over  thefe  Tandy  hills  on  foot 
with  difficulty,  the  fand  was  fb  very  fluxi- 
ble ;  and  if  the  wind  at  anytime  blows  ftrong- 
ly,  the  fand  is  driven  about  fb  thick  that  it 
is  very  dangerous  for  the  traveller  to  find  his 
way;  befides  he  runs  the  rifijue  of  being  bu- 
ried under  them,  not  only  on  the  hills,  but 
many  verfts  on  each  fide  of  them.  I  found 
many  fheUs  of  feVfifh,  fuch  as  muflels,  oy- 
fters,  &c.  tho'  no  fuch  fifh  are  to  be  found 
now  living  upon  any  part  of  the  Cafpian 
Chore  where  I  was ;  nor  did  I  ever  fee  any 
man  who  could  give  any  account  of  their  pre- 
fent  exiftence  here.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe 
defarts  fay,  that  the  Cafpian  formerly  cover-* 
ed  all  that  fpace  which  is  now  filled  up  with 
fand;  I  found  an  herb  in  flower  not  far  from 
the  turbid  water  I  mentioned  very  like  alcea, 
of  which  I  have  a  plant  preferred.  Wc  ikw 
alfo  many  great  flocks  of  a  kind  of  moprfowl, 
differing  from  any  I  had  ever  feen  either  in 
Scotland  or  Ruffia :  Their  feadiers  have  much 
more  of  a  white  colour ;  they  are  extremely 
wild,  fo  that  I  could  not  get  a  (hot  of  them 
here,  tho*  I  have  frequently  killed  them  in 
other  places :  Their  flefli  is  very  white,  ten- 
der, and  more  delicious  than  the  flefh  of  a- 
ny  other  fowl  I  know.  The  Ruffians  and 
^f  artars  call  them  Trepeati;  my  poor  hounds, 
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being  (till  lame,  could  not  run,  though  we 
faw  plenty  of  different  kinds  of  game. 

Having  refted  only  about  one  hour  and  a 
half,  we  marched  twenty-three  verfts  farther, 
through  a  low  Tandy  foil.  We  faw  at  no 
great  diftance  from  us  fandy  hills  lying,  from 
the  laft  hills  I  mentioned ,  eaft  from  us,  ftretcb- 
ing  fouthward  parallel  to  the  road  we  took. 
We  encamped  upon  a  round  hill,  becaufe  we 
found  ibipe  grafs  for  our  poor  ftarved  horfes: 
The  weather  was  very  cold,  *he  wind  blow- 
ing from  the  north. 

Oftober,the  firft  day,  we  fet  out  from  this 
hill,  and  pafled  by  what  the  Tartars  call  Ku- 
ma  river:  It  is  a  long  valley  full  of  lakes  of 
fait  water,  furrounded  with  reeds ;  the  habi- 
tations of  many  millions  ofmufquetoes:  Theffe 
lakes  are  faid  to  produce  many  fifh,  but  we 
were  not  permitted  to  ftay;  and  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  at  this  time  of  the  year  no  man 
could  withftand  the  numbers  and  vigour  of 
thefe  intolerable  mufquetoes.  We  faw  much 
game,  and  more  of  the  trepeati,  but  could 
get  none  of  them.  I  purfued  two  hares, 
who,  when  hard  put  to  it,  run  into  holes 
under  ground.  We  faw  about  this  Kuma 
fome  fliort  grafs,  of  which  the  horfes  were 
very  fond.  We  having  travelled  twenty-fivp 
verfts  through  low  fandy  hills,  encamped  a- 
bout  two  verfts  fouth-weft  from  a  great  lake 
of  fait  water  called  Odack :  Pafling  by  this 
lake  we  were  welcomed  by  fuch  fwarms  of 
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mufquetoes,  that  we  and  our  horfes  carried 
many  millions  of  them  to  our  camp,  where 
we  were  obliged  to  breathe,  all  the  time  we 
ftaid  here*  in  the  thick  difagreeable  fraoak  ojf 
cutgrafs  and  reeds;  nor  could  the -itouteft, 
nor  ftupidcft  man  in  our  company,  compofe 
himfelf  to  deep.  The  Kuma  is  faid  to  be 
diftant  from  Aftrachan  three  hundred  and 
fifty  verfts,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  verfts 
from  Kizlaar  :  In  this  boggy  Kuma  we  (aw 
many  large  fnakes. 

We  proceeded  on  our  journey  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  end  marched  from  this 
place  only  feventeen  verfts  farther.  Qur  hor- 
fes having  had  no  frefh  water  fince  we  left 
Churilee,  we  encamped  for  two  hours  on  a 
rifing  ground  on  the  2d  Ottober,  and  then 
jyoceeded  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
.and  travelling  over  a  fmooth  plain,  arrived 
at  a  Uttle  round  hill,  upon  the  top  of  which 
Peter  the  Great  fet  three  bombs,  one  upon 
another,  as  a  fure  mark  for  travellers :  TTiey 
were  remaining!  being  ufelefs,  and  too  weigh- 
ty for  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  defart  to 
carry  away.  We  travelled  a  little  farther, 
?md  arrived  at  the  north-weft  corner  of  a 
,great  lake  called  Colpitche,  from  great  flocks 
of  fowls,  which  are  called  by  the.  Ruffians  • 
Rolpike;  by  the  Germans  leffel  Gans;  and  I 
think,  by  the  Englifh,  the  leffer  Pelipan.  We 
ftqpped  but  one  hour  and  an  half  here,  and 
proceeded  but  five  yerfts  farther,  for  thecon- 
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veniency  of  feeding  our  horfes.     Our  major 
rode  to  the  place  from  whence  we  had  en* 
camped   laft,  diflant  twenty-five   verfts,  to 
feek  for  a  fine  greyhound  I  had  given  him  ; 
but  his  fearch  proved  unfuccefsful.     He  re* 
turned  before  we  fet  out,   having  rode  fifty- 
five  verfts  very  hard  upon  a  hungry  horfe, 
who  had  gone  twenty-five  verfts  immediate- 
ly before  he  mounted,  in  all  eighty  verfts, 
without  eating.     He  no  fooner  difmounted 
than  the  horte,  quite  faint,   fell  down  as  if 
dead;  but  by  the  induftrious  care  of  a  Kal- 
muck, he  was  recovered*     At  this  laft  place, 
a  fmall  hill,  called  Erlifhtan,  we  had  not  ftaid 
long  when  a  ferjeant  of  dragoons  arrived  with 
forty  horfemen  to  efcort  us,  and  feVcntyhor- 
fes  from  Kizlaar,  to  affift  our  over-fatigued 
hungry  horfes,  in  carrying  us  forward.     At 
ten  o'clock,  poft  meridiem,  we  marched  from 
thence  through  a  plain,  but  moft  miferaWe 
land  ali  night ;  and  in  the  morning  early,  be- 
ing the  3d  of  Oftober,we  arrived  at  the  plea- 
fan  t  fmall  river  Beketi,  running  a  ftream  of 
frefti  water  through  a  fandy  bottom  ;  no  chry-  % 

ftal  clearer.  This  was  moft  agreeable  both 
to  man  and  beaft,  having  fcen  no  frefli  wa- 
ter fince  the  26th  of  September,  except  a 
very  foiall  quantity  not  quite  frefti,  and  very 
dirty  among  the  fandy  hills,  as  has  alreadjr 
been  taken  notice  of.  It  was  reported  by 
Ruffians,  Tartars,  and  others,  that  a  poifon- 
ous  herb  grows  in  the  defart  we  pafled  thro* 

laft, 
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laft,  which  I  imagine  is  forty  verfts  over;  and 
many  of  them  affirmed  that  they  knew  this 
plant  very  well*   '  When  we  were    paffiog 
through  the  defart,  at.  my  defire,  the  prince 
ordered  all  thofe  wild  virtuofi  to  make  fearch 
for  diis  poifonous  plant,  and  bring  it  to  him* 
They  did  not  agree  concerning  tfce.  famenefs 
of  the  plant*  but  brought  different  kinds  of 
kali:  One  kind  has  a  feed  fmall,  but  fome- 
thing  refembling  a  fiiake,  being  long,  curved, 
and  tapering*     To  convince  them  that  none 
of  thefe  herbs . were  poifonous,  I  eat  a  little 
of  every  kind;  I  caufed  cut  Ibme  of  it  fmall, 
and  mixing  it  with  oats,  gave  it  to  my  own 
horfes  to  eat.     The  Tartars  were  fo  much 
prepoflefled  with  the  notion  of  its  poifonous 
quality,  that  when  they  iaw  me  do  this,  they 
laid  that  my  horfes  would  certainly  die,  if  k 
did  not  kill  me.     At  Beketi*  the  prince,  at 
my  defire,  ordered  them  to  give  their  horfes 
but  very  little  drink  at  firft;  and,  as  the  grafi 
grew   there  very  luxuriantly,  they  were  or- 
dered to  let  them  feed  only  for  about  half  an 
hour,  and  then  tied  up  for  two  hours.     By 
this,  management  none  of  our  horfes  died  ; 
.and  I  was  informed,  that  only  a  few  of  die 
Tartar  horfes  were  frck  :  Probably  ibme  of 
the  Tartars  did  not  obferve  the  rules  prefcri- 
bed  them  fo  exaftly  as  they  ought  to  have 
done,  which  could  not  fail  to  have  evil  ef 
feds.     It  was  believed  by  all  our  company, 
and  probably  was  very  true,  that  the  Great 
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Peter  loft  fome  thoiiferids  bf  horfes  at  the  Be- 
keti,  after  having  travelled  through  the  fame 
defart :.  But  I  imagine,  that  we  having  many 
hundred  horfes,  and  by  this  care,  not  having 
loft  one  of  them,  puts  it  Otit  of  doubt  that  th*J 
Emperor's  horfes  were  not  poifoned,  but  di- 
ed by  mifmanagement;  efpecially  if  the  fol- 
lowing  obfervations  be  confidered. 

From  the  a6th  df  September^  td  thd  3d  of 
Q&ober*  the  hories  had  very  tftde  fait  water 
to  drink  j  that  the  water  every  where  was  ei- 
ther  very  fait  <*  faltHh;  they  were  kept  at 
bard  work  night  and  day,  and  had  very  lit- 
tie  graft  to  eat;  they  could  get  but  few 
mouthful*  of  grafs  which  were  noi.fotxcd 
with  the  different  kinds  of  kaii%  art  herb  very 
fak;  that  the  maifture  on  the  graft,  .(uch  as 
dew  or  fmall  rain,  was  faltHh;  that  when  the 
whld  Wew,  which  was  frequently  the  cafe, 
the  fatids  and  duft,  railed  by  the  wind  and 
their  own  motion,  were  mixed  with  fait,  con- 
fequently  they  could  not  refpire  without  draw** 
ing  into  their  lungs  a  quantity  of  fait*  E Ve- 
ry oijie  eao*  without  difficulty,  figure  to  him- 
felf,  that  horfes  who  have  endured  £6  much 
third  and  hunger,  for  fix  days  at  leaft,  and 
their  ftomach,  guts,  &e.  faturated  with  fucb 
quantities  of  fait,  when  let  into  a  field  of  the 
richeftgrafs  and  pureft  water,  will  eat  as  long, 
and  drink  as  much  as  they  can*  Whoever 
knows  the  changes  which  always  happen  to 
Y«getablesj  put  into  a  ftate  of  fimplefermen- 
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tation  in  a  clofe  vefTel;  and  fuch  knowing 
the  nature  of  animal  digefiion,  can  not  be 
ignorant  of  caufe  enough  to  kill  any  number 
of  horfes  after  this  manner,  without  the  help 
of  herbs,  commonly  accounted  poifonous* 
I  have  faid  enough  concerning  this  affair,  to 
fatisfy  any  intelligent  gentleman,  the  nature 
of  this .  work  not  permitting  me  to  enlarge 
upon  it  phyfically :  I  (hall  proceed,  after  ha- 
ving made  this  remark,  viz,  fome  may  think 
that  it  was  unneeeflary  to  have  taken  apy  no- 
tice of  it  at  all,  becaufe  Britifh  men  have  lit- 
tle chance  of  ever  travelling  through  thefe  de- 
farts.  To  this  I  anfwer,  diat  the  Britifh 
empire  in  India,  Africa,  and  America,  may 
doubtlefs  in  many  countries  produce  the  fame 
kind  of  defarts ;  and  confequentiy  thefe  ob- 
fervations  may  be  of  great  ufe  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  horfes,  6v.  I  made  enquiry, 
if  any  horfes  returning  from  Kizlaar  to  Aftra- 
chan,  died  of  thefe  poifonous  plants,  but 
could  get  no  fatisfa£lory  anfwer.  I  had  fix 
horfes  of  my  own,  and  none  of  diem  were 
fick,  though  they  eat  of  the  kali  which  was 
called  poifonous. 

We  departed  from  this  place,  and  march- 
ed by  the  fide  of  Beketi,  fouthward  about 
twenty-three  verfts,  and  pafTed  the  fmall  dir- 
ty deep  river  Barazda,  upon  a  bridge  of  tim- 
ber, and  encamped  upon  the  fouth-fide  of  it 
in  a  low  marfhy  ground.  We  faw  many 
hares,  foxes,  and  great  plenty  of  pheafants, 
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red  breafted,  billed,  and  legged  partridges, 
with  a  variety  of  fmaller  birds.  No  doubt 
many  herbs  grow  here,  but  want  of  time, 
and  the  feafbn  of  the  year  being  far  advan-* 
ced,  prevented  my  being  able  to  difcover 
them.  Next  day  being  the  fourth  of  O&ober, 
we  arrived  in  Kizlaar  after  a  fmall  march  of 
only  fi*  or  feven  verfts,  where  the  prince  re- 
ceived all  the  honours  from  the  garrifon  and 
great  guns,  as  was  fbrmerly  paid  him  in  Af- 
trach^n  and  elfewhere. 


C  H  A  P.     XX. 

Concerning  Mr  Jonas  Ramvafs  Account  of  the 
j4mbajfador* j journey,  &c. 

I  dp  not  intend  here  to  give  any  account 
of  what  I  know  about  the  Britifh  Perfi- 
an  trade  carried  on  through  Aftrachan  over 
the  Cafpian  fea  ;  all  I  intend  is  only  to  un- 
deceive my  readers  of  Mr  Hanway's  ac- 
count of  the  amhaflTador's  journey  into  Per- 
fia.  He  got  from  me  a  fuperficial  but  true 
relation  of  our  route.  Mr  Hanway  however 
was  not  fatisfied  with  this,  but,  how.  genteel, 
I  refer  to  the  reader,  joined  mine  to  that  of 
others,  efpecially  of  a  jefuit,  and  out  of 
them  formed  one  of  his  own,  much  in  the 
fame  way  as  Mahomet  formed  his  religion. 
Whatever  he  may  think  of  this  performance, 
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i*,  to  me,  a  matter  of  mere  indifference, 
but  fure  Mr  Hanway  cannot  take  it  ill  when 
I  thus  publicly  affirm,  that  he  has  abufedmy 
pame  by  affixing  it  to  many  falsehoods.     It 
would  be  tedious  to  detail  them :  Wherefore 
I  (hall,  for  brevity's  fake,  take  notice  firft  of 
his  endeavouring  tq  prepofiefs  the  world, 
that  1  have  faid  there  are  car^vanfaries  be-r 
tween  Aftrachan  and  Kfelaar,'  which  he  calfe 
Kixlar,    hi|  word)  are  thefe,  *f  The    read- 
"  er    will    obfervc,     that    though    there 
44  are   a    few   caravanfaries,    the   country 
"  has  no  fixed  inhabitants!"  I  few  no  cara? 
Vaafaries,  no  not  fo  much  as  a   fmall  hut 
between    the    city  of  Aftrachan  find   Kitr 
laar.     This  piece   of  falfe  intelligence   hp 
probably  has  had  from  his  friend  the  Jefuit* 
Next,  he  gives  a  falfe  account  of  the  num- 
ber and  quality  of  the  gentlemen,  &c.  be* 
longing  to  the  embafly,  by  not  having  ob- 
served what  I  wrote  him.  daftly,  he  gives 
felfe  accounts  of  die  Ckcaffian  Tartars,  and 
many  more  falfe  accounts  through  that  jotpr 
nal,  which  he  is'  not  afhamed  to  call  mine. 
Whoever  are  in  pofleffion  of  Hanway*s  tra- 
yels  and  mine,  will  eafily  fee  how  wide  his  ac? 
founts  of  thefe  things  are  of  truth.     I  can, 
Scarcely  excufe  him  from  tacking  my  j  ournal  to 
jefuitical  fables,  it  feems  Mr  Hanway  knows 
very  little  of  me,  although,  he  and  his  friends 
employed  in  the  Perfian  trade  had  in  truth 
fiood  reafon  to  have  ufed  me  in  a  more  ho- 
nourable 
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nourable  manner,  eonfidering  the  great 
trouble  I  took  to  do  them  all  the  fervice  ia 
my  power,  and  fometimes  net  without  dan- 
ger to  myfelf.  For  what  ?  for  nothing,  on- 
ly for  the  love  I  bore  my  country,  afid  feme 
of  my  countrymen  whom  I  Ktd*  knew*  He 
oogfae  to*  hare  considered  the  difference  th«re 
is  between  a  man  of  honour,  who  hates  a 
fib,  and  a  Jeftfk,  a  man  wheic  principle*  ar» 
fubvernre  of  fodkxy,  and  who  ftiek*  at  no- 
thing bat  truth,  I  wrote  to  Mr  H&nwtyV  ami 
expoftokced  with  him  about  this  affair ;  he 
anfwered  that  he  was  lorry  he  was  fo  far  de- 
ceived* but  that  he  would  take  a  proper  op- 
portunity to-  redref*  this  grievance  t  Bat  he 
has  not  yet  done  it.  I  therefore  beg  pardon 
of  my  readers,  for  taking  this  method  of  e*~ 
pofing  the  account  given  by  Mr  Hanway, 
and  dtfcovering  the  reaftm  why  ft  is  ttttpo£* 
fible  me  account  I  give  of  this  embaffy,  and 
that  given  by  Jfanway,  eart  agree  ;  beeaufe 
he  is  futf  of  blunders,  as  many  other  parts 
of  Ms  writings  are:  Whereas,  I  do  here  ie~ 
lemnly  declare  that  I  write  nothing:  but  troth, 
however  imperfect  my  performance  may, 
for  want  of  time  to-correct  k,  be  in  <Nbe? 
ftfoefts. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XXL 

Concerning  Circafia,  and  its  frefent  Capital 
Kizlaar  :  Of  the  Inhabitants \  their  Religi- 
on, Cujloms,  and  frefent  Government*  &€• 

CIRCASSIA,  according  to  the  accounts  I 
have  got,  is,  that  the  country  lying  be- 
tween Afoph,  the  Palus  Mceotis  on  the  weft, 
the  high  hills  of  Caucus  inhabited  by  the 
Georgians  and  Dageftasi  Tartars  on  the 
fouth,  the  Cafpian  Tea  on  the  eaft,  and  the 
dcfarts  of  Aftrachan  through  which  we  juft 
now  pafled,  on  the  fouth,  confine  it*  The 
weftem  half  of  this  country  is  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Turks,  the  eaftern  half  under 
the  protection  of  the  Ruffians,  and  a  part  of 
the  fouth  eaft  is  claimed  by  the  Perfians. 

Various  authors  have  given  very  different 
accounts  of  the  foil  of  this  country*  One 
writes  that  it  is  very  rich,  another  that  it  is 
extremely  poor  :  Thefe  writers  are  both  mis- 
taken, fbme  parts  of  this  country  will  yield 
to  none  that  I  know  for  richnefe  of  foil,  and 
other  parts,  as  has  already  partly  been  taken 
notiee  of,  on  the  borders  of  Aftrachan  de- 
farts,  do  not  produce  grafs,  and  it  is  not 
impoflible  that  fuch  poor  land  may  be  found 
in  the  very  middle  of  this  country  :  But  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  if  the  worft  of  it  was 
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improved,  as  we  do  ours  in  Great  Britain, 
it  would  turn  out  to  account,  but  no  hus- 
bandry is  ufed  here :  The  natives  have  land 
enough,  and  only  make  ufe  of  that  which 
produceth  plentifully,  if  the  furface  of  the 
earth  be  but  turned  up. 

The  Ruffians  have  built  a  city  called  Kizr 
laar  about  fixty  verfts  weft  from  the  Cafpian 
fea,  and  when  I  was  there,  were  ftnifhing  a 
ftrong  citadel  of  earth,  in  which  a  garrifon 
of  500  regular  troops  are  kept,  arid  a- 
bout  two  or  three  thoufand  Coflacks.  The 
Ruffians  have  alfo  given  liberty  to  the  Cof- 
facks  to  build  towns  on  the  banks  of  the  ri- 
ver Terek  ;  this  river  runs  from  weft  to  eaft 
through  a  rich  country,  more  than  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty  verfts  long  by  the  city  Kiz-> 
laar,  it  produceth  many  fifh,  particularly 
great  quantities  of  excellent  falmon  ;  and 
near  its  mouth,  where  it  Iofes  itfelf  in  the 
Cafpian,  there  is  plenty  of  flurgeon. 
The  city  Kizlaar  is  in  latitude  forty  four  de- 
grees, and  confequently  the  climate  cannot 
be  very  bad  ;  becaufe  it  is  well  watered  with 
livers,  is  a  plain  level  country,  and  the  city 
is  built  almoft  in  the  middle  of  what  proper- 
ly belongs  to  the  Ruffians. 

The  Circaffians  are  a  comely,  beautiful, 
well  made  people,  both  men  and  women  ;* 
they  are  generally  of  a  large  fize,  and  are 
very  good  foldiers  ;  their  arms  are  bows,  ar- 
rows and  Icymitars,  but  they  (hoot  w^ll  with 
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A  fingfe  ball  out  of  rifled  pieces;  their  pirn* 
-  4?tpal  people  are  only  in  poflVlfionof  fire  arm?* 
Thofe  urtder  tbg  Ruffian  protection  arc  go- 
verned by  their  own  prioces,  the  chief  of 
«wboro  ifl  catted  Bekovitch.    He  if  a  major 
general  of  irregulars  in  the  Ruflian  army; 
Bat  he  never  wjta  ordered  to  leave  Circajfia, 
ivhere  k  is  thought  he  cao  he  of  the  grcatcft 
fervice  to  the  empire.     There  are  other  Cfc 
eaflian  princes  under  the  Ruflian  govern- 
ment, quite  Independent  of  one  another ; 
But  none  fa  much  honoured  as  he  is,    Tho' 
the  Cireaflian*  honour  their  princes  much, 
yet  they  eannot  abfplutely  command  them  to 
any  piece  of  fcrviee,  unlefs  they  are  £q  in- 
clined themielvenf  wherefore  it  is  always  ne- 
eeflary  to  get  a  majority  on  their  fl4e»  and 
the  prince  is  obliged  to  divide  all  the  fpoils, 
every  one  in  the  expeeBtion  having  a  right  to 
a  (hare,  and  if  the  prince  at  any  time,  gets 
prefents  from  the  Eroprefs,  which  they  do 
frequently,    every  one  of  his  fubje&s  e*- 
pe£b  either  a  part  j  if  dlvifable,  or  fome* 
tiling  equivalent  if  otberways.    They  tinder 
Rufiia,  are  fo  &r  (itbje&  to  the  Ruffians  that 
they  fwear  to  be  ftmject  to  the  general  laws 
for  the  good  of  Ruifia  and  themfelves  :  But; 
the  Ruffians  never   offer  to  encroach  on 
their  religious  affairs. 

They  profefs  the  Mahometan  religion,  and 
have,  like  the  Turks, a  plurality  of  wives  and 
as  many  concubines  m  they  pleafe.     J  was 

told 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


t  R  A  V  E  L  S. 


305 


told  that  they  have  oris  very  Angular  cuf- 
torn,  which  is,  when  the  Khan's  principal 
lady  is  in  labour,  the  firft  Circaflian  man 
who  gets  notice  of  it,  plaeeth  himfelf  at  thef 
door  of  the  haram,  or  houfe  where  the  wo- 
men are  kept :  For  like  the  Turks  in  every 
thins,  id  this  alfoj  they  have  houfes*  though 
contiguous  to,  yet  feparated  from  the  prin- 
cipal houfe,  for  thdir  women,  where  no  man 
enters,  except  the  hufband  :  When  he  has 
once  taken  his  ftation,  no  other  Circaflian 
dates  to  deprive  him  of  iti  When  the  woman 
is  delivered,  fome  old  fervant  woman  is  fent 
to  that  gate  to  declare  to  the  Circaffi&ns  that 
the  iKJian's  wife  is  delivered  either  of  a  fbn 
oi*  daughter,  or  both;  if  a-fon,  the  fehild  be- 
ing richly  drefled,  is  brought  to"  the  gate 
and  delivered  to  the  Circaflian^  whofe  right 
it  is  by  their  law,  he  carries  the  infant  to  his 
houfe,  provides  a  nurfe  for  him,  and  edu- 
cates him  as  his  o\frn  child,  until  he  acquires 
the  age  of  nine  or  ten  years,  theft  he  is  re-* 
ftored  to  his  parents,  at  which  time,  they 
have  great  rejoyeings.  The  reafon  they 
*&  in  this  manner,  is,  that  the  child  may  be 
brought  top  hardily,  and  become  a  bugga- 
teer  or  hepo ;  winch  qualification  is  very. 
neceffary  amcmg  them,  and  without  which 
he  will  be  very  little  efteemed* 

By  what  I  have  wrote,  you  fee  that  they 
pay  great  regard  to  their  chiefs,  and  honour 
ancient  houfes  much.     A  noble  family  will 
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not  let  their  daughters  go  to  the  common 
people,  or  thofe  under  the  rank  of  their 
own  family.  I  never  heard  that  they  have 
any  other  ceremony  of  marriage  than  a  Am- 
ple contrail  between  the  parents  or  the  chil- 
drens  tutors,  and  then  the  young  pair  are 
permitted  to  vifit  and  fee  one  another  in  pre- 
sence of  the  parents  :  If,  after  the  bride- 
groom has  made  two  or  three  vifits,  they  are 
fatisfied  widi  one  another,  the  affair  is  con- 
cluded, and  (he  is  carried  home  to  his  houfe 
in  a  clofe  painted  waggon  in  company  of 
her  women  who  are  to  live  with  her. 

A  very  extraordinary  affair  happened  at 
Kizlaar  between  Bekovitch  and  his  eldeft  Ion 
before  our  arrival.  Bekovitch  was  the  fon 
of  the  unfortunate  Brigadeer  Bekovitch,  who 
in  Peter  the  Great'*  timef  was  murdered  by 
the  Buchareans  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Cafpi- 
an.  Young  Bekovitch  was  a  youth  of  a 
very  fmall  fize,  though  his  father  was  a  re- 
markably well  made  big  man.  He  got  no- 
tice of  a  young  princefs  of  exquifite  beau- 
ty, and  fprung  from  a  refpedlable  ancient 
family;  thither  he  went  and  declared  that  he 
intended  to  marry  that  lady,  if  her  beauty 
was  anfwerable  to  the  reports  given  of  her. 
The  young  Bekovitch  not  compleatly  twenty 
five  years  of  age,  had  all  qualifications  fit  to 
intitle  him  to  demand  a  daughter  from  any 
houfe  in  Circaffia.  He  was  acknowledged 
by  all  the  Orcadians  to  be  a  defcendant  of 
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one  of  their  iiluftrious  families;  and  he  had  al- 
ready given  many  unexceptionable  proofs  of 
his  bravery,  both  in  regard  to  the  Orcadians, 
Kalmucks,  and  others,  who  very  much 
dreaded  offending  him.  He  therefore  had 
no  great  difficulty  to  perfuade  the  parents 
to  indulge  him  with  an  interview  with  this 
young  lady  :  Upon  whom  he  no  fooner  had 
caft  his  eyes,  than  he  was  immediately  re* 
duced  to  the  mod  irredeemable  flavery.  He 
declared  his  paftion,  and  agreed  to  every 
thing  the  parents  thought  proper  to  demand. 
In  Circaflia  no  other  dowry  is  given  with 
their  daughters  than  a  few  fuits  of  rich 
cloaths,  ornamented*  with  jewels,  and  a  few 
women :  But  the  bridegroom  is  obliged  to 
produce  on  the  wedding-day  fuch  number  of 
horfes,  dromedaries,  cows,  &c.  as  was  a-* 
greed  upon  :  If  they  have  no  fuch  number 
of  their  own,  they  make  incurfi ons  upon 
their  neighbours  and  carry  off  as  many  as 
they  (land  in  need  of,  or  lofe  their  lives  in 
the  attempt.  In  all  Circaflia,  therefore,  none 
was  fo  proper  as  the  young  Bekovitch  to 
make  an  agreement  of  that  kind:  He  did  not 
much  care  what  number  they  demanded, 
nothing  feemed  for  him  too  hard,  to  become 
poflefled  of  this  confummate  beauty  ;  he  a* 
greed  to  every  thing,  and  nothing  now  was 
wanting  but  his  father's  confent  ?  to  whom 
he  forthwith  repaired  and  implored  it.  Old 
Bekovitch  whom  I  knew  very  well!  laid  that 
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he  could  have  no  objection  td  the  farfiily  (he 
was  defcended  from  ;  but  that  it  would  be 
neceflary  for  him  to  pay  a  vifit,  and  make  a 
final  agreement.     The  fon  Urged,  and  the 
father,  prompted  by  the  relation  and  follici- 
tation  of  his  fon,  made  all   hafte  to  put  a 
conclufion  to  this  affair*     He  fiaiflied  it  in- 
deed fooner  than  was  expe&ed,  but  not  a- 
greeable  to    his  ion  ;  for  he   married    the 
young     lady     himlHf,     and     clandeftinely 
brought  her  to  his  own  haratti :  When  young 
Bekovitch  was    properly    made   acquainted 
with    his    father's     villairtous     tranfa&ion, 
in  the    firft   fally  of  patfion  he    fwore  by 
Mahomet's  head,  that  he  would  put  his  fk- 
ther  to  death,  for  fgch  unparalleled  treache- 
ry,   the  very   firft*  opportunity  he   thould 
have.     After  this,  old  Bekovitch  durft  not 
ftir   out   of   Kizlaar,    without   being  well- 
guarded,  nor  diirft  the  young  prince  enter 
the  city  for  fear  of  being  made  a  prifoner  by 
the  Ruffians  for  his  father^  fecUrity :  Be- 
caufe  no  Turk  will  break  fuch  an  path  as 
what  is  made  by  Mahomet's  head.     Ju  this 
ftate,  things  were  between  father  and  Ion 
when  we  were  in  Kizlaar*     The  <jld  prince 
was  every  day  at  the  ambaffador's  :  He  was 
a  great  lover   of  cards,  and  our  gentlemen 
exercifed  his  talents  and  purfe  to  fome  pur- 
pofe  :  He  was  a  relation  of  Prince    Gofit- 
zin's, .  his  mother  being  a  lady  out  of  that  il- 
Juftrious  family*    The  ambaflador  found  it 
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altogether  impoflible  to  btititg  about  a  recon*. 
cilia tion,  the  oath  wa&  Hot  to  be  neglected. 
The  fon  w^9  much  more  honoured  by  the 
Circaffiatti  than  the  father. 

About  the  end  of  O&ober  this  year,  a 
body  of  Tartars  made  an  inroad  into  Ruffi- 
an Circaflia,  and  carried  off  a  great  nufhjber 
of  ill  kinds  of  cattle.  They  were  fo  hardy  as 
10  drive  cattle  frotft  within  five  verfts  of  the 
city*    Next  day,  the  dragoons  and  Cofikcks 
were  lent  out  in  queft  of  them ;  but,  after  a 
pdrfuit  of  five  or  fix  days,  returned,  tjtiite 
fatigued,  unfuccfeftfuL     This  could  not  fail 
to  be  extremely  diftoeffing  both  to  the  Cof- 
facks  and  Circaflians,  who  had  ibftained  this 
lofs.  At  laft  it  was  reported  to  young  Beko-  . 
vitch,  who  lived  incamped  with  a  few  brave 
trufty  followers  in  the  defart.     He  noibon- 
er  ifcas  informed  of  k,  than  he  feht  a  mef- 
ienger  to  Prince  Golitzin  fof  ordfcrs  to  be 
fent  with  his  own  men  only,  to   erideaVour 
to  recover  the  loft  cattle*     The  jJriitce  fent 
him  the  necfeflary  orders  ,     YoUhg  Bekofkch 
took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that,  UnpierceiV- 
ed,  he  pafTed  through  TurkHh  Circaffia, "and 
found  the  cattle  in  Kuban  Tartaiy,  a  little 
farther  weft  than  Afoph.  He  deftroyed  blany 
of  the  Kuban  habitations,  put  all  the  thieves 
who  happened  to  fall  in  his  way  to  the  fword, 
and  returned  with  three  times  the  number  of 
cattle  loft,  to  the  Ruffian  Ctfcaffians.    When 
^e  was  Vyithiq  feven  verfts  of  Kizlaar,  he 

hr;i?nt 
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fent  a  report  of  this  aftion,  and  defired 
that  whoever  had  loft  their  catde  (hould 
come  there  and  receive  them  ;  what  number 
remained,  was  his  own  property*  The  good 
old  Prince  Golitzin  was  (b  well  pleafed  with 
this  heroic  action,  that  he  wrote  a  very  preP- 
fing  letter  to  the  young  hero,  begging  that 
he  would  pay  him  a  vifit,  alluring  him  that 
his  perfon  (hould  be  in  all  fefety,  and  that 
he  (hould  have  liberty  to  return  whenever  he 
pleafed  :  At  the  fame  time,  he  fent  notice 
to  his  father  to  keep  within  his  own  houfe, 
and  fent  a  fufficient  guard  to  proteft  him 
from  any  attempts  of  his  fon.  The  young 
bater  arrived,  attended  by  twenty  horfemen 
well  mounted  and  compleatly  armed,  every 
one  of  them  having  under  their  garment  a 
coat  of  mail,  which  is  nothing  elfe  than  a 
coat  of  fteel  rings,  which  inclofeth  their 
body  and  reacheth  down  to  the  half  of  the 
thigh  ;  it  has  two  arms  reaching  to  the  el- 
bows, and  it  has  a  piece  for  covering  the 
head,  fomething  like  the  capuchines  hood. 
He  lighted  from  his  horfe,  and  with  four  of 
his  followers  came  ftraight  to  the  good  prince, 
who  could  not  help  (bedding  tears  of  joy  to 
fee  his  brave  kinfman.  After  mutual  com- 
pliments were  oyer,  the  prince  hinted  at  a 
reconciliation  with  his  father,  but  flopped 
very  foon,  as  the  hero  could  not  hear  it, 
and  his  paflions  had  almoft  tranfported  him. 
The  prince  fbon  made  him  fenfible  that  he 
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intended  him  no  harm,  and  therefore  beg- 
ged he  would  drop  the  affair ;  declaring  that 
he  never  would  concern  himfelf  more  about 
it :  But  that  he  would  give  an  account  to  the 
Emprefs  of  this  gallant  aftion  he  had  juft 
now  performed,  and  of  his  great  vigilance 
at  all  tjmes  to  protect  Circaffia ;  and  that  he 
would  beg  of  her  Majefty  that  (he  would 
be  pleafed  to  appoijit  him  a  place  of  fecu- 
rity,  where  he  could  live  with  his  .brave  fot 
lowers,  without  any  fear  of  being  maltreated 
either  by  the  Ruffian  commanders  or  others. 
The  young  hero  returned  hearty  thanks  for 
the  prince's  good  inclinations  to  him,  and 
/aid  that  he  did  not  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of 
his  reprefentations,  adding,  that  he  had  been 
follicited  by  the  Turkiflht  Circaffians  to  live 
amongft  them,  but  that  as  yet  he  had  lent 
a  deaf  ear  to  their  folUcitations,  faying  that 
he  heartily  loved  his  own  people,  and  could 
not  think  ever  to  be  an  enemy  to  them* 
He  laid  that  he  was  made  well  acquainted 
with  the  ways  his  father  had  taken  to  pre- 
poflefs  the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh  with  a 
notion  of  his  undutifulnefs,  and  want  of 
refpcft  to  the  Ruffian  government ;  but  (aid 
he,  all  thefe  his  reraonftrances  are  equally 
fal(e  as  he  is  bafe.  He  was  well  informed 
that  traps  and  fnares  had  been  laid  by  his  far 
ther  and  the  commandant,  who,  he  faid, 
was  void  of  all  honour,  to  get  him  appre- 
hended: But  he  added  they  might  glory# 

and 
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and  might  fecure  dead  Bekovitcb ;  but  he 
(hould  hold  them  at  defence  to  take  him  U- 
ving.  The  prince  begged  that  he  would  par- 
take of  dinner,    which    the    other  declined 
to  do.       As  he   had    fqrmerly  been     my 
patient ' ill  Aftrachan,  he  fpoke  to  n»t,   and 
when  he  had  taken  a  finglq  giafs  of  arrack 
or  corn  brandy,    touched  his  Cap  with  hist 
hand,  as  a  compliment  to  the  prince,  retired, 
mounted,  and  rode  off  at  full  fpeed  aroidft 
the  acclamations  and  pratifes  of  thoufands  of 
the  citizens  for  the?  very  fingular  fefvice  he 
had  juft  done  them.     "I^he  prince  recom- 
mended him  fo  effectually  at  court,  that  he 
had  prefents  fent  him  from  the  Emprefs  ; 
was  received  IntQ  her  Majefty^s  favour,  and 
1iad  1*er  protection  granted  in  the  moft  ample 
manner;  but  w^s  forbidden  to  come  within 
four  or  five  verfte  of  Kizlaar,  or  any  other 
place  where  his  father  fhould  refide* 
•   One  evening  as  Major  Berezin  and  I  were 
returning  from  hunting,  palling  by  Prince 
Befeovitch's   haram,  we  faw  his  daughter,  a 
lady  of  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  walking 
in  a  garden.     She  faw  not  us,  which  gave 
tts  an  opportunity  of  feeing  one  of  the  beau* 
tifullfft  of  the  whole  creation:  The  garden 
was  palifadoed  with  i mall ^  but  longfir-ftakes 
clofely  fet  together  j  hbwever,  we  got  a  long 
view  of  this  perfection  of  beauty,  without 
her  knowledge.     In  the  evening  we  told  the 
amflai  jrf      who,  though  old,  admired  beau- 
*  ties, 
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ties,  and  as  (he  was  a  relation  of  the  Golio 
zins,  obtained  liberty  from  her  father  to  pay 
her  a  vifit ;  none  were  prefen  t  but  the  Ma* 
jor  and  me:  She  was  very  richly  drefled;  at 
this  interview  (he  presented  a  glafs  of  arrack 
to  the  prince,  and  after  a  (hort  time  re  tired  • 
This  young  lady  might  have  had  her  equals; 
but  it  was  the  opinion  of  us  all  that  none 
could  fiirpafs  her  in  beauty. 

The  Circaflians  wear  toge  or  long  gowns : 
Their  hair  is  cut  (hort,  fo  that  at  a  diftance, 
when  uncovered,  one  would  be  apt  to  think 
that  they  wore  fmaill  caps ;  they  are  all  (baved, 
except  their  whifkers.  When  they  are  mount- 
ed on  horfeback,  they  have  a  fabre  fixed  to 
the  faddle  under  their  left  thigh,  and  ano- 
ther hanging  at  their  left  fide.  This  they  do, 
left  one  (hould  happen  to  be  broken  in  an 
engagement* 

CHAP.    XXN. 

A  continuation  of  what  happened  atKizlaar,&c. 

BEFORE  I  proceed  to  take  notice  of  what 
happened  whilft  we  fojourned  here,  I 
imagine  a  (hort  defcription  of  this  city  may  * 
not  be  difagreeable  to  the  reader.  Kizlaar, 
as  was  (aid,  is  fituated  on  the  northern  banks 
of  the  river  Terek;  it  is  a  new  city,  and  con- 
fequently  not  compleated;  it    may  contain 
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fix  or  (even  thoufand  inhabitants,  befldes  the 
garrifon,  and  other  people  belonging  to  the 
army,  eonfifting  of  Ruffians,  CofTacks,  and 
the  natives  of  the  country;  The  ftreets  are 
not  paved,  and  confequently  very  deep  and 
dirty ;  the  houfes  mean,  and  very  ill  built  of 
timber  :  In  fhort,  it  is  a  poor  dirty  city,  the 
ftreets  are  fo  very  deep  in  rainy  weather,  that 
horfes  have  (luck  faft  in  the  mud  :  There  art 
only  two  fhopkeepers  here.  Lately  was  built 
upon  the  north-weft  end  of  the  town,  a  for* 
tification  or  citadel  of  earth,  in  form  of  a 
pentagon,  furrounded  with  a  very  deep  and 
broad  ditch,  palifadoed  round  about;  and  to 
.  die  weft  of  that  are  cafarms  for  the  garrifon, 
which  con  lifts  of  five  hundred  men  from  the 
garrifon  of  Aftrachan;  befides  which,  com- 
monly three  or  four  regiments  of  regular 
troops  are  cantoned  here ;  and  three,  four, 
or  five  thoufand  CofTacks,  not  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  and  fome  Circaffians,  command- 
ed by  their  own  chief  Bekovitch. 

The  Ruffians  formerly  built  a  fortification 
near  the  fea,  which  they  called  Sulack ;  but, 
it  being  very  unhealthy,  they  deferted  it, 
and  caufed  the  inhabitants  retire  to  this  place. 
There  are  eight  or  nine  CofTack  villages  very 
neat,  fituated  weft  from  Kizlaar,  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Terek.  Thefe  CofTacks  are  cal- 
led Grebinfki  Coftachi:  They  inhabit  a  very 
rich  country,  abounding  with  every  thing 
which  nature  can  produce.     Kizlaar  is  di- 
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ftant  from  the  northernmoft  part  of  Cauca- 

ius,  as  1  was  informed,   about  one  hundred 

and  twenty  verfts.     Our  engineer,  at  fun- 

fct,  when  we  could  have  a  view  of  thefe  hills 

in  a  clear  atmofphere,  found,  with  his  theo- 

dolite,that  they  were  elevated  at  that  dlftance 

above  the  level  of  Kizlaar  two' degrees  and 

one  half.     The  people  in  Kizlaar  carry  on  a 

good  trade  with  the  Perfians  for  a  root  which 

grows  naturally  here,  fit  for  dying  a  beauti* 

ful  red  colour;  being  the  winter  feafon  I  faw 

none  of  it,  but  imagined  that  it  was  rubia 

tin 8 arum:  Very  many  reeds  grow  here  ;  the 

fined  capers  in  the  world,  and  a  great  variety 

of  very  ufeful  herbs:  Vines  grow  wild  in  the 

woods ;  the  grapes  are  fmall,but  they  produce 

good  wine,  and  if  (hey  were  cultivated, would 

be  of  great  advantage  to  the  proprietor. 

They  have  a  Angular  way  of  catching  game 
here,  fuch  as  wild  1  wine,  of  which  there  are 
very  large  flocks,  wolves,  and  foxes  :  They 
dig  holes  nine  feet  deep,  narrow  at  the  top, 
and  broad  at  the  bottom  ;  in  the  middle  of 
which  they  drive  a  ftake,  which  proje&s  three 
or  four  feet  above  the  fnrface  of  the  earth  ; 
upon  die  upper  end  of  this  flake  is  fixed  a 
cart-wheel  moveable ;  upon  this  wheel,  in  the 
evening,  they  make  fail  a  pig,  duck,  or  hen, 
1  and  cover  over  the  mouth  of  the  pit  with 
branches  of  trees,  upon  which  they  fcatter 
cut  grafs,  or  fuch  like  ftufF:  When  any  of 
#i$fe  creatures  pafling  by,  hear  the  prifoner, 
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they  run  towards  the  hole-mouth,  where  they 
fell  in ;  nor  can  they  get  out.  One  day  my 
pointer  fell  into  one  of  thefe  covered  holes, 
from  which,  with  difficulty,  I  got  relieved. 

They  ride  out  in  great  numbers  when  they 
intend  to  hunt  the  hare ;  I  once  went  with 
them  when  we  were  thirty-eight  horfemen, 
of  which  number  eight  men  went  with  many 
hounds  before  the  reft,  who  formed  a  great 
circle,  making  much  noife,  fo  that  no  hares 
could  \y;  and  in  this  manner  they  would 
ride  through  twenty  or  thirty  verfts ;  and  ha- 
ving very  many  hounds,  it  might  be  thought 
almoft  impoifible  that  a  hare  could  efcape 
them,yet  I  faw  Tome  make  their  efcape.  This 
country  produceth  as  great  variety  of  game 
as  Aftrachan,  but  a  far  greater  number  of 
pheafants,  of  which  I  killed  many. 

I  was  told,  that  at  the  diftance  of  about 
eighty  verfts  weft,  there  was  a  very  remark- 
able well  of  hot  water,  and  fome  others.  I 
begged,  and  obtained  leave  of  die  prince 
to  vifit  thefe  natural  curio (1  ties,  efpecially  as 
it  was  faid,  that  Peter  the  Great  built  an  ho. 
fpital  there  for  the  cure  of  fcorbutic  patients. 
In  my  way  to  the  wells  I  pafled  through  the 
following  towns  and  villages,  in  the  fame 
order  a6  I  have  wrote  them,  beginning  at 
Kizlaar,  from  eaft  to  the  weft  Barazdinfka* 
•ja,  Dubofskaja,  Kargalinfkaja,  KurdjukofF, 
Staro  Gladkoi,  Nova  Gladkoi,  Sedrin,  Tfher- 
flonoi,  Bragertfkoi;  the  laft  of  thefe  villages 
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is  not  under  the  Ruffian  protection.     The 
Ruffian  villages  are  all  fituated  on  the  north- 
fide  of  the  Terek  river,  but  Bragutikoi  is  on 
the    fouth-fide.     The  inhabitants  of  thefe 
villages  are  chiefly  Coflacks,  and  are  reckon-* 
ed    more  warlike  than  the  Dons  Coflacks, 
though  I  faw  little  appearance  of  it ;  but  they 
(hoot  a  fingle  bullet  with  great  exadtnefs,  and 
will  kill  a  wild  boar,  or  any  other  creature, 
at  a  very  great  diftance :  They  told  me,  that 
their  courage  is  much  kept  under  by  great 
oppreflion  from  the  commandant  of  Kizlaar, 
their  governor,  who  did  not  bear   a  good 
name.  I  deflred  this  commandant  for  a  pafs- 
port,  which  he  not  only  granted,  but  dicfc 
not  ordain  me  to  pay   any  money  for  the 
trouble.  1  defired  to  know  from  the  Coflacks* 
What  was  the  reafon  that  they  were  obliged 
to  find  hories  tor  paflengers   (though  in  her 
Majelty's  iervice)  without  payment,  as  they 
do  through  all  Rulfia?  They  anfwered,  That 
that  was  but  a  trifle  to  what  they  were  other-  * 
ways  burdened  with ;  that  no  officer  paid  for 
horfes;  and  added,  that  they  were  the  mod 
roiierable  flaves  belonging  to  the  Ruffian  em- 
pire ;  becaufe  they  were  impotent,  poor,  and 
at  too  great  a  diftance  from  court,  and  had 
none  to  reprefent  their  grievances.    Our  dra- 
goons, and  their  horfes,  were  cantoned  in 
thefe  villages.  I  perfuaded  three  of  the  offi- 
cers, with  a  few  of  their  men,  to  go  with  me 
to  the  wells,  as  they  had  been  there  formerly, 

and 
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and  as  the  wells  were  not  in  the  Ruffian  do- 
minions.    The  laft  mentioned  village  is  li- 
tuated  on  the  banks  of  the  Terek,  where  there 
were  no  other  boats  but  canoes, by  which  we 
reached  the  other  fide,  and  pafFed  the  inde- 
pendent Circaffian  village  called  Bragutikoi, 
two  miles  fouth  from  the  river,  and  fix  miles 
to  the  wells,  to  which  we  fbon  arrived  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  hill,  where  we  left  my  wag- 
gon and  horfes,  and  walked  up  the.  hill  on 
foot  about  forty  fathoms  perpendicular  height* 
This  well  vomited  up  boiling  hot  water, which 
fmelled  ftrongly  of  naphtha,  into  a  bafon  a- 
bout  twelve   feet   in  diameter,    and   three 
feet    deep,    near   which  on   the   weft  fide 
were  {even  fmaller   fprings    of   the    fame 
kind  of  watery    and   on  the  eaft  fide>    a- 
bout    fix   feet  diftance  from  the  large  ba- 
foh,  was  an  inconfiderable  fpring  of  water 
extremely  four,  iu  fa  much  that  it  was  very 
troublefome  to  keep  it  a  fhort  time  in  my 
mouth.     Being  afraid  of  the  wild  Tartars  we 
could  make  no  experiments.      Here   were 
four  or  five  fmall  round  holes,  quite  dry;  a-* 
bout  the  fides  of  which  were  fome  beautiful 
white  (alts  like  ftars:  I  put  fome  of  it  in  my 
mouth,  which  inflantly  diflblved,   and  left  a 
very  agreeable  cold  pungent  fenfation  be- 
hind; it  appeared  to  be  a  very  penetrating 
natural  nitre.     I  had  brought  a  hen  with  me 
for  my  dinner:  I  caufed  tie  her,  having  tan 
ken  cut  the  guts,  to  the  end.  of  a  long  pole, 

and 
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and  plunge  her  into  the  middle  of  the  well  * 
When  they  drew  her  out^the  feathers  came  ea- 
fily  off;  they  then  plunged  her  into  the  ba- 
ion  a  fecond  time,  and  in  nine  minutes,  by 
my  watth,  (he  was  boiled  fo  well  that  I  made 
my  dinner  of  her*  Boiling  hot-water,  I  ima* 
gine,  could  not  have  done  it  fo  foon,  and 
therefore  fuppofe  it  was  done  by  the  great 
penetrability  of  the  white  naphtha,  with  which 
this  water  was  faturated,  on  which  account 
the  flefh  of  the  fowl  was  not  agreeable* 

A  declining  plain  was  ftretched  from  the 
Well  northward,  about  thirty  paces  long, and 
half  as  broad.  The  water  runs  in  a  ferpentuie 
ftream  through  the  middle  of  this  plain,  and 
then  was  thrown  over  broken  rocks  at  leaft 
thirty  fathoms  high*  down  amongfl  rofcks  : 
On  the  bottom  of  the  ftream,  and  alfo  on  the 
rocks  where  the  water  touched,  there  grew  a 
fat  fubftance,  putting  out  fibres  as  fmall  as 
the  fined  hair,  exhibiting  all  forts  of  (tunings 
colours,  very  pleafant  to  look  upon.  This 
ftream  was  fo  considerable,  that,  at  the  di~ 
fiance  of  two  verfts,  without  the  help  of  a 
dam,  it  turned  the  wheel  of  a  corn-mill ; 
and  you  could  obferve  it  fmoaking  all  the 
way  to  the  river  Terek,  whofe  ftreams  it  join- 
ed, at  the  diftance  of  eight  verfts  from  its 
fource:  There  were  feveral  holes  made  in 
the  plain,  with  fmall  pafTages  cut  from  the 
principal  ftream  to  let  in  water;  in  which, 
when  cold  enough,  valetudinarians  ufed  to 
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bathe*  My  companions  let  in  fome  water  into 
one  of  them  when  we  arrived,  and  we  all 
bathed  in  it :  Here  was  a  conftant  verdure, 
and  the  daify  was  continually  in  flower*  We 
experienced  that  it  was  extremely  cold  in  our 
way  to  this  place ;  but  though  a  hard  froft, 
in  the  latter  end  of  December,  and  a  north 
wind,  yet  the  boiling  hot  dreams,  arifing 
from  the  well,  and  exhaling  from  the  fall  o- 
ver  the  rocks,  rendered  this  place  to  very 
warm,  that  I  could  have  lived  there,  at  that 
time  of  the  year,  naked. 

We  went  about  one  mile  weft  on  the  fide 
of  the  fame  hill,  to  fee  feven  black  thick  naph- 
tha wells,  which  were  not  far  diftant  from 
one  another;  they  fpewed  out  of  the  fide  of 
the  hill  great  quantities  of  a  black,  thick,  fat 
naphtha,  very  (linking;  the  country  people 
ufe  it  for  lamps,  and  anointing  their  cart- 
wheels. I  took  up  fix  bottles  of  hot  water, 
in  doing  which  two  were  broken  by  the  heat, 
and  two  of  the  four  water,  in  order  to  make 
experiments  at  my  return,  t  and  returned  by 
the  fame  way  to  Kizlaar. 

I  met  with  nothing  on  my  return  worth 
the  reader's  notice,  except  that  I  pafled  by, 
in  one  place,  fourteen  wolves  altogether, 
following  proud  bitches.  I  would  have  fired 
upon  them,  but  the  Coflacks  faid,  that  it 
might  prove  dangerous,  for  fear  that  the  fi- 
ring might  provoke  them  to  attack  us.  They 
were  all  lying  as  we  pafled  by. 

At 
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At  Kirlaar  I  was  furprifed  to  find;  that 
When  I  had  drawn  the  corks  of  the  naphtha 
water,  which  fmeilcd  £0  ftfong  at  the  well* 
the  waiter  was  quite  fweet ;  iior  did  it  differ 
from  other  pure  water.  Into  a  gtefs  of  this 
water  I  dropped  01.  Tart,  per  deliq.  it  funk 
inftantly  to  the  bottom  of  the  glafs,  where  it 
lay  like  globules  of  quick  filver,  without  in- 
corporating with  the  water:  When  they  were 
fhakeri  together,  the  water  Was  turned  to  a 
blueifhr  colour,  and  tatted  refinous.  I  drop-. 
ped  into  one  ounce  of  this  water  ten  drops 
of  01.  Sulpb.  per  campan.  This  produced  no 
change  of  colour  iri  the  water,  no  commo- 
tion liar  fenrientation ;  neither  could  I  ob- 
ierve  any  fediment.  Aftdr  they  had  remained 
mixed  fbme  time,  I  put  into  one  ounce  of 
acid  water  ten  drops  of  01.  Sulpb.  per  campan. 
but  observed  no  other  change  than  that  it 
turned  the  water  of  a  fair  blue  colour.  I  put 
into  the  fame  quantity  of  four  water  fifteen 
guts  of  01.  Tart,  per  deliq.  the  mixture  turn- 
ed thicker  and  cloudy,  after  it  had  flood  fome 
time,  without  exhibiting  any  other  change.  I 
fhaked  the  mixture ;  this  turned  it  all  thick  ; 
but  after  (landing,  it  formed  fome  clouds  ; 
but  before  thefe  clouds  were  formed,  there 
was  a  fcum  on  the  top  of  the  water,  and,  in 
the  time  of  three  or  four  minutes,it  let  fall  a 
brown  fediment. 

At  my  return  to  Kfclaar,  orders  were  pu- 
blished to  get  ready  to  march  in  all  hade, 

S  f  becaufe 
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becaufe  a  courier  brought  word  that  twelve 
thoufand  Perfians  were  waiting  our  arrival 
upon  the  borders,  at  no  great  diftance.  This 
effectually  put  a  flop  to  any  other  experi- 
ment. 


CHAP.     XIX. 
Our  March  to  Derbent$  &c. 

THE  reader,  I  hope,  will  excufe  my  men* 
tioning,  that  I  met  with  in  this  place 
an  old  acquaintance!  Major  de  Villanoff,  a 
French  gentleman,  brother  to  Marquis  dc 
Villanoff.  He  was  obliged  to  fly  his  na- 
tive country  on  account  of  a  duel  he  had 
fought,  in  which  he  killed  his  antagonift.  He 
married  in  Ruifia,  and  had  two  very  fine  chil- 
dren. When  we  arrived  in  Kizlaar,  it  was 
generally  believed  that  we  would  be  obliged 
to  flay  there  during  the  winter  feafon,where^ 
fore  I  bought  up  hay  and  oats  for  fix  horfcs; 
but  getting  fo  fudden  orders,  I  had  no  need 
of  them.  To  expofe  them  to  fale  would 
have  been  trifling  ;  I  therefore  made  a  pre- 
fent  of  them  to  my  friend  Villanoff,  who, 
upon  this  occafion,  told  me,  that,  as  I  defpi- 
fed  any  who  would  put  up  prayers  to  the 
faints  for  my  profperity,  he  would  caufe 
pach  of  his  horfes  put  up  a  candle  before  the 
Virgin  Mary,  becaufe,  faid  he,  they  are  the 

only 
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only  profiters  by  your  leaving  this  place.     I 
never  heard  of  him  after  this. 

Before  I  leave  Cfrcafiia,  I  mud  take  notice, 
that  they  are  truly  a  well  formed,  comely 
people.     Their  women  are  univerfaliy  very 
beautiful,  and  few,  if  any,  are  marked  with 
the  fmall  pox-    They  do  not  inoculate  as 
we  do,  but  they  infect  their  children  in  the 
following  manner,    and  they   fay    without 
danger:    They    fend    a    prefent    (without 
which,  fuperftition  makes  them  believe,  that 
k  would  have  no  effeft)  to  the  difeafed  child, 
who,  at  the  height  of  the  difeafe,  permits 
them  to  tie  under  his  arm-pit  a  fmall  bit  of  cot- 
ton fewed  in  a  piece  of  cotton-cloth,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  which,  to  that  touching  the 
emunftories,    is  fixed  a  piece  of  lead.     This 
apparatus  remains  fixed  to  the  arm-pit  of  the 
fick  child,  till  the  pox  begin  to  fall  off  and 
dry,  viz.  three  or  four  days  j  then  it  is  carri- 
ed in  fome  clofs  vefTel  ftraight  to  the  child 
who  is  defigned  to  be  infe&ed,   and  made 
feft  in  the  fame  manner  to  its  arm-pit, where 
it  remains  three  or  four  days,  and  generally 
infetf s  the  patient.     I  never  faw  it  perform- 
ed, but  they  all  agreed  that  this  was  their  me- 
thod, nor  do  they  know  how  long  they  have 
had  it. 

Upon  the  4th  of  January  1747,  we  march- 
ed from  Kizlaar,  the  prince  having  had  the 
fame  honours  paid  him,  which  were  dofte 
him  at  his  arrival.     We  were  efcorted  by  our 

own 
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own  dragoons  and  three  hundred  Coflacks. 
We  pafled  the  river  Terek  p|i  a  timber  float, 
and  after  thai  marched  through  a  marfhy 
ground,  covered  over  with  fnow,  which  the 
wheel-carriages  and  horfes  feet,  with  the  heal: 
of  the  day,  rendered  almoft  impaflifcde.  We 
travelled  fouthw$rd»  thro*  woods  and  reeds, 
about  fifteen  verfts,  and  encamped  on  the 
fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  fjnall  livei*  pargine, 
wheire  the  Ruffians  kept  a  guard  of  fokUers* 

On  thp  5th  we  ftruck  our  tents,  and 
parched  fouth  twenty-five  verfts  farther,  and 
encamped  on  a  plain  covered  all  oyer  with 
{how,  called  Suchoi  Oxai. 

On  the  6th,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  marched  ftopi  thence  fouthwards, 
pafled  the  river  Oxai  on  ice,  whieh  was  only 
four  days  frozen,  and  encamped  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  it.  Having  dined,  we  marched  at 
two  o'clock  afternoon,  fouthward,  travelled 
through  a  plain  country,  and  at  (even  o'clock 
at  night  we  arrived,  very  cold,  in  a  larg$> 
Tartarian  or  Circaflkri  village,  called  Andre* 
ofske  Derevna,  eppfifting  of  between  three 
and  four  hundred  houfes.  The  prince  of  this 
village  is  called  AlHh,  and  is  under  the  protec- 
tion of  Rufiia.  He  came,  foyr  verft$  out  of 
his  capital  to  pay  his  refpe&s  to  the  prince, 
and  convoyed  him  to  his  own  houfe.  We 
entered  into  a  great  hall,  where  was  a  good 
fire  of  wood.  Alifti  was  drunk,  and  when 
the  prince  demanded  to  know  the  caufe  of 
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it,  he  faid,  that  he  wa*  informed  that  morn* 
ing,  that  tjip  prince  wpuld  honour  his  houfe 
with  his  prefence  ;  that  lie  was  fp  glad  of  this 
intended  honour,  that  he  caroufed  wkh  fbrae 
of  his  chiefs  through  the  whole  day.     He 
faid  that  no  angel  would  have  been  wekoui- 
er,  and  begged  that  he  would  be  a  friend  to 
him.     His  cap  being  ip,  his  hand,  and  his 
head  being  dp fe  fhaved,  difcovcred  the  (cars 
pi  a  great  many  wounds  which  he  had  recei- 
ved.   The  prince  enquired,  How  he  came  by 
thefe   marks  ?  He  anfwered,  that  when   he 
was  yotmger,  be  was  extremely  fond  of  di~ 
verfion  ;  he  feid,  that  he  had  foine  reafon  to 
think  that  he  was  one  of  the  moft  complete 
haters  in  all  Circaflia  ;  he  £rid,  that  he  met 
with  much  opposition,  but  generally  gained 
his  point ;  He  had  one  of  the  beft  breed  of 
hories  in  the  whole  country,  produced  from 
thole  be  had  ftofen  from  the  borders  of  Tur- 
key and  Georgia ;  that,  although  he  now  is 
old,  he  lores  thegantyp  v  and  that  his  young 
men  are  frequently  bringing  in  forae  ;  but  he 
complained  loudly  of  the  Perfians  who  came 
for  us  ;  he  faid,  that  they  had  already  cut  off 
the  heads  of  three  or  four  of  his  men  ;  and 
that  they  had  fix,  which,  he  heard,  would  all 
meet  with  the  fame  fate,  if  his  excellency 
did  not  prevent  it.     Upon  this  the  prince 
fient  off  a  meflenger  to  require  the  prifoners, 
and  demand  the  reafon  why  the  fardar  or 
general  of  the  Periians  aflumed  a  privilege 
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of  putting  to  death  any  fubjed  belonging  to 
the  Ruffian  empire  ;  protefting,  that  if  he 
heard  of  any  fuch  barbarity  after  this,  he ' 
would  not  perhaps  proceed  on  his  intended 
embafly,  and  that  if  he  did,  he  would  not  fail 
to  reprefent  the  fardar*s  inhumanity  and  pre*- 
(umption  to  the  Shach,  Next  morning,  the 
prifoners  were  returned  alive,  and  an  officer  of 
diftin&ion  fent  to  beg  that  the  prince  would 
forgive  what  he  had  unknowingly  been  ob- 
liged to  do  ;  becaufe  all  thieves,  which  he 
feized,  faid  they  were  Ruffian  fubje&s,  fome 
of  whom,  he  was  certain,  were  not  under  the 
protection  of  Ruffia.  He  faid,  that  they  had 
already  not  only  carried  off  many  of  his  beft 
horfes,  but  lay  lurking  in  the  woods,  and  kill 
without  mercy,  any  fmall  party  of  men  who 
happen  to  go  but  a  Chort  way  from  his  camp. 
He  concluded  by  fuggefting,  that  there  would 
be  little  fecurity  either  for  his  Perfians  orRuf- 
Hans,  unlefs  the  ambaflador  would  pleafe  car- 
ry die  perfon  of  their  Khan  with  him,  as  furc- 
ty  for  their  good  behaviour.  The  prince  told 
Alifh  what  the  Perfians  juftly  enough  com- 
plained of;  which  Alifh  faid  might  be  true, 
but  added,  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
put  a  ftop  to  it  altogether ;  and  added,  that 
he  wifhed  they  might  not  fteal  fomewhat 
from  us  iri  the  night-time.  Upon  this  the 
prince  caufed  the  trumpets  to  found  through 
the  town,  and  warn  all  the  inhabitants  to 
keep  within  doors,  declaring,  that  if  any  of 

the 
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the  ccntinels  faw  any  of  them  going  near 
where  our  horfes  or  baggage  were  kept,  they 
would  fire  upon  them,  sjxd  that  if  a  horfe 
was  loft,  a  fevere  punifliment  would  follow ; 
befides,  that  he  would  infift  upon  their  deli- 
vering two  of  their  beft  horfes  for  every  one 
ef  ours.      Notwithftanding  which,  they  dole 
a  piftol  from  one  of  our  officers,  although  ic 
was  under  the  pillow  upon  which  he  was 
fleeping,  and  feveral  other  fmall  things.  Next 
morning,  the  prince  defired  that  Alifh  would 
convoy  him  over  the  borders  ;  and  in  this 
manner  he  carried  him  even  to  the  walls  of 
Derbent;  and  Ali(h,  not  knowing  that  he 
was  a  prifoner,  imagined  that  he  was  very 
much  honoured  by  the  notice  the  prince  took 
of  him. 

Next  morning,  being  the  7th  of  January, 
we  marched  down  the  river  about  three 
verfts  to  a  ford,  and  left  this  neft  of  thieves. 
We  palled  this  deep  rapid  river,  called  A- 
grachan.  The  pailage  was  both  tedious  and 
dangerous.  It  is  about  three  hundred  paces 
broad,  and  about  noon,  when  the  fun  (hines 
both  fummer  and  winter,  when  the  weather 
is  warm,  the  river,  as  all  thcfe  we  palled  thro9 
in  our  way  to  Derbent  do,  begins  to  fwell> 
and  continues  fwelling  till  after  fun-fet,  by 
the  melting  of  the  fnow  upon  the  high 
country*  We  encamped  on  the  fouth  banks 
of  this  river,  upon  a  fmall  plain.  Here  grows 
a  certain  thorn,  of  which  beautiful  walking 
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ftaves  are  made ;  when  die  bark  is  taken  off, 
it  is  wonderfully  variegated,  and  refemblcs  a. 
piece  of  marble,  But  it  is  very  heavy  :  From 
this  place*  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  verfts^ 
ftood  the  Ruffian  eaftle  called  Sulack. 

On  the  8th  day,  we  departed  from  this 
place  at  the  dawning  of  the  day,  and  pro- 
ceeded fouth  through  a  vOdod  of  oaks,  and 
vines  creeping  on   them,    whereon  grapes 
grew,  from  which  the  Ruffians  make  very 
good  wiri&   We  travelled  only  eight  or  nine 
verfts,  till  we  arrived  at  the  river  €oftica,  and 
encamped  on  the  northern  banks  of  it  for 
the  night.    This  is  the  river  whkh  forms  the 
boundary  between  the  Ruffians  and  Perfians. 
The  governor  of  Derberit  was  fent,  with  for- 
ty or  fifty  followers,  all  armed,  to  pay  their 
refpe&s  to  the  prince :  They  convoyed  him 
to  his  tents,  and  had  the  honour  to  drink  a 
diCh  of  coffee  in  the  amhafTador's  prefence. 
Our  dragoons  now  marched  in  rank,  with 
their  broad  fwords  in  their  hands.  We  could 
not  pals  Coftica  this  evening,  the  water  be- 
ing too  rapid  and  deep. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  we  pafled 
Coftica,  where,  had  it  not  been  for  Captain 
Beunhow,  I  had  been  drowned.  The  ftream 
was  fo  rapid,  that  it  carried  down  my  ma- 
chine and  the  two  poor  horfes  that  drew  it  ; 
but  the  captain  refcued  me  from  this  danger. 
Having  all  gained  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
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die  prince  was  received  very  honourably  by 
all  the  Perfian  chiefs  who  commanded  thefe 
troops,  and  conduded  to  his  own  tents  a- 
bout  two  verfts  diftant,  fouth  from  the  ford, 
nearer  thefe  high  mountains. 

The  road  through  which  we  pafled  was 
lined  on  both  fides  with  feveral  thou- 
sands of  Perfian  horfe  under  arms  ;  and  when  1 
the  prince  drew  near  to  his  tents,  they  con* 
tinued,  with  great  exaftnefs,  a  running  fire 
for  a  long  time.  When  he  entered  his  tent, 
a  deputation  was  fent,  with  great  reipett,  to 
know  if  his  highnefs  would  bepleafed  to  per- 
mit the  chiefs  of  the  army,  with  their  fardar, 
named  Ami  Buflan  Khan,  at  their  head,  to 
pay  their  compliments  ta  him.  He  invited 
them  kindly,  and  gave  orders,  that  at  our 
main  guard;  the  fardar  fhould  be  received 
with  military  honours  due  to  a  general  in 
chief,  by  mufic,  drums,  and  kettle-drums. 
The  main  guard  was  placed  before  a  long 
rich  tent  as  an  antichamber,  through  which 
the  fardar  was  to  pafs;  between  that  tent  and 
the  one  the  prince  was  in,  was  a  fpace,  where 
forty  men  were  drawn  up  under  arms,  which 
was  covered  on  the  fides  with  painted  fail- 
cloth,  fo  that  none  from  without  could  fee 
the  men  thus  drawn  up,  with  a  very  youth  of  f 
great  ftature,  a  lieutenant  of  dragoon  grena- 
diers, at  their  head.  When  the  Perfian  chiefs 
came  up  where  the  ftandard  of  Ruifia  was, 
the  honours  were  paid  to  them  exactly.  The 
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Perfian  horfes*  not  having  been  trained  up 
in  this  way,  were  frightened;  but  their  ri- 
ders kept  their  feats  (6  well,  that  not  one  of 
them  fell.  The  fardar  was  with  his  compa- 
ny convoyed  through  the  firft  tent  into  the 
before  mentioned  ipace,  where  the  officer 
and  foldiers  paid  him  their  compliments  with 
their  arms:  The  fardar  ftopt  fhort,  probably 
not  underftanding  luch  European  compli- 
ments, and  poflibiy  fufpefting  treachery,  but 
he  very  foon  recovered  himfelf,  and,  with- 
out hesitation,  proceeded  into  the  tent  where 
the  prince  was.  He  laid  his  right  hand,  I 
think,  upon  his  heart,  and  -gave  a  nod  to 
the  officer  as  he  pafled  by. 

The  ambafTador,  drefTed  in  a  fuit  of  rich 
jQlk  with  gold,  was  fitting  at  the  upper  end 
of  a  very  long  table  (at  which  we  ufed  to 
dine  daily)  in  a  great  chair,  mounted  with 
cut  velvet,  and  richly  let  out  with  gold-lace 
and  fringes,  with  his  hat  upon  his  head. 
The  table  was  covered  with  fuperfine  fcarlet 
Englilh  cloth,  richly  bordered  with  fringes  of 
gold.  When  the  fardar  appeared  at  the  foot 
of  the  table,  he  placed  his  hand  on  his  breaft, 
ftooped,  and  gave  a  nod  with  his  head.  The 
other  generals,  on  eafch  fide  of  him,  did  the 
fame.  Our  fecretary,  who  was  flahding  at  the 
prince's  right  hand,  by  the  prince's  directi- 
on, defired  the  fardar  to  take  his  chair,  and 
direft  the  general  officers  who  attended  him 
to  take  theirs,  as  he  thought  proper*     The  • 
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fardar  advanced  (lowly,  and  took  his 
chair  on  the  prince's  left  hand,  at  the  di- 
ftance  however  of  three  feet  at  leaft  from 
him,  farther  down  the  table,  and  the  o- 
thcr  ftill  at  a  farther  diftance.  The  num- 
ber who  attended  at  this  time  was  nine,  a- 
mong  whom  was  a  young  man  who  fat  be- 
low all  the  reft :  He  was  an  Indian  chief,  who 
was  kept  as  an  hoftage  ;  however,  he  com- 
manded about  four  thoufand  of  his  own 
men. 

We  ftood  uncovered,  though  exceflively 
cold,  round  the  perfon  of  our  ambaflador, 
drefled  in  our  fecond  beft  cloaths.  The  pages 
upon  this  occafion,  made  no  unbecoming 
appearance  j  they  were  all  drefled  in  fuper- 
fine  fcarlet,  richly  fet  off  with  gold-lace;  and 
the  prince's  livery  fervants,  who  brought  cofc 
fee,  took  care  of  the  candles,  and  perform- 
ed the  like  ferviccs,  were  very  fplendid. 
The  Perfian  chiefs  were  differently  drefled, 
in  brocades,  filks,  and  cloths  of'  gold,  with 
rich  fafties  about  their  middle,  in  which  was 
ftuck  a  kingjall  or  durk,  with  a  handle  curr- 
oufly  wrought  with  gold  and  fet  with  precious 
(tones,  as  was  the  (heath ;  befides  which,  e- 
very  man  had  his  Sabre  ;  their  handles 
were  ornamented  in  the  fame  manner. 
The(e  Perfians  do  not  wear  turbans,  but 
high  caps,  made  either  of  cloth  or  brocade  ; 
they  taper  from  the  head  to  the  top,  ending 
in  four  (harp  corners  *     They  (unround  that 
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part  of  the  cap  which  immediately  inclofeth 
the  head,  with  very  rich  lathes  made  of  filk 
and  gold. 

The  tent  where  this  firfl:  audience  was  gi- 
ven* was  between  thirty  and  forty  feet  long, 
and  proportionally  broad,  lined  on  the  in-* 
fide  throughout  with  rich  Perfian  (ilks.  The 
Perfian  followers  rufhed  -into  the  tent  in  fiich 
numbers,  th  it  they  bore  bard  upon  us,  and 
rendered  it  difficult  for  the  ambaf!ador*s  fer- 
vants  to  go  about  their  bufinefs,  of  which  our 
marftial,  with  a  loud  voice,  ordered  the  fe- 
creiary.  to  complain  to  the  fardar,  who,  with 
one  word,  foon  treed  us,  of  this  troublefoine 
company,  nor  was  any  Servant  ever  admit- 
ted after  this,  except  a  very  few  necefiary 
ones.  Compliments  were  profufely  made  to 
die  prince- ;  he  was  promiied  every  thing, 
and  much  more  than  he  defined;  all  which 
was  extremely  ill  performed,  as  the  fequel 
will  (hew. 

Alter  they  had  talked  over  their  prelent 
affairs,  the  prince  asked  them,  If  they 
did  not  chufe  a  difli  of  coffee  ?  To  which 
they  aflented,  with  a  nod.  He  then  defi- 
red  them,  if  they  pleated,  to  fmokethe  calli* 
an,  The  fardar,  in  the  name  of  die  reft* 
returned  thanks,  faying,  that  it  was  an  ho- 
nour they  little  expelled  to  be  indulged  with 
in  his  prefence  ;  and  that  they  fmoked  their 
caliian  when  they  drank  coffee  ;  but  never 
durft^  do  that  iu  his  prefence  of  their  fupe- 
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rlors  uftlefs    they  were   permitted,     Every 
one  had  liis  callian  brought  in  ;  and  indeed 
they  thoroughly  fumigated  this   large  teat^ 
Coxfee  was  prepared,  both  in  the  Ruffian  an4 
Perfian  manner.    The  Perfians  prepare  tjreip 
cotfee  in  this  manner :  They  burn  the  beans, 
as  we  do,  but  reduce  them  to  an  impalpable 
powder ;  fo  ;that  when  boiled,  it  is  near  as 
thick  as  hafty  pudding.     They  take  only  one 
cup  at  a  time,  without  fugar;  but  this  they  da 
frequently  through  the  day  ;    and  they  af* 
firm,  which  I  believe  true,  diat  it  quenches 
thirfl  better  than  any   thing  elfe  ;  raifes  the 
fpirits,  and  does  not  cloy  the  ftomach.     I 
lave  tried  it ;   and,  though  it  is  not  very  a-s 
greeabjb,  thought  it  had  that  effect  upon  me. 
At  the  end  of  this  vifit  the  fardar  prefled 
the  prince  much,  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  honour  them,  by  taking  a  collation  in 
King   Solomon's   tent,    which  Nadir  Shach, 
their  great  King,  had  ordered  them  to  bring 
for  that   purpole.      The  prince    returned 
thanks  for  their  intended  kindnels  ;  but  ad- 
ded, that  as  he   reprefented  the   peribn  of 
the  Emprefs,  he  was  determined  to  pay  no, 
vifits  until   he  had  delivered  his  credentials 
into  the  Shach's  hands  ;  and  therefore,  with- 
out farther  ceremony,  intreated  the  fardar, 
if  he  defigned  to  live  in  friendfliip  with  him, 
to  give  him  no.  more  trouble  about  fuch  af- 
fairs.    Thus,    this    tedious  ceremony  end- 
ed,   to.    aU  our  fatisfaftions.     Soon    after 
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their  departure,  many  prefents  of  different 
Perfian  wines,  fruits,  and  a  variety  of  con-* 
fedlions,  were  fent  to  the  ambaflador. 

The  ambaflador  now  gave  directions  how 
to  iet  up  our  tents  continually  after  this. 
He  called  for  the  plan  which  the  marihal  had 
made  out ;  he  ordered  feme  changes,  viz. 
that  the  two  troops  erf'  dragoons  (hould  have 
their  tents  placed  oppofite  to  one  another, 
with  the  (tandard  and  main  guard  in  the 
middle  :  That  his  gentlemens  tents  (hould 
he  placed  at  a  reaibnable  diftance,  upon  each 
fide  of  his  fleeping  tent,  made  of  felt,  in 
form  of  a  bee-hive  :  That  Dr  Lerch  and  his 
mate  (hould  be  at  no  great  diftance  from  the 
hofpital  tent.  He  ordered  his  own  tent  ta 
be  placed  at  the  end  of  the  dragoons,  exact- 
ly in  the  middle,  with  its  entry  opening  into 
the  area  between  the  dragoons,  as  into  a 
ftreet.  My  tent  of  felt,  in  form  of  a  bee^ 
hive,  was  behind  his,  that  ia  the  night-time 
I  might  be  near  his  perfon.  The  great 
kitchen  tent  was.  placed  behind  mine,  and 
the  two  great  baggage  tents,  with  that  in 
which  we  dined,  behind  it,  where  poftible, 
near  fome  macceflible  place.  The  Coflacks 
and  Tartars  furrounded  us.  The  Perfian 
main  army  lay  between  us  and  the  hills,  but 
detached  numbers  furrounded  us  on  all  fides; 
and  we  encamped  in  this,  order  every  night. 

After  fun-fet  the  Persians  played  their  hor* 
rid  mufic,  confiding  of  very  long  trumpets* 
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making  a  noife  to  be  heard  at  a  great  di- 
stance, and  afterwards  fet  their  night  watches, 
by  firing  off  a  few  fmall  cannon.     They  fi- 
red their  cannon  in  die  morning,  and  played 
their   mufic  daily,  but  they  fired  their  muf- 
quets   through1  the  whole   night.     The  firft 
night  feveral  (hot    went  through  our  tents  ; 
a  complaint  of  which  being  made  next  morn- 
ing, a  ftop  was  put  to  it.     The  Perlians  were 
hated  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  hills,  who 
in  the   night-time   frequently  made  attacks 
upon  the  Perfian  camp,  cutting  all  to  pieces 
who  happened  to  fall  in  their  way,  and  carry- 
ing off  all  the  horfes  they  could  meet  with. 

Next  day  was  taken  up  by  the  Perfians  in 
packing  up  our  baggage,  fit  for  portage,  on 
the  backs  of  camels.  From  this  place  all  the 
Ruffian  and  Coflack  carts  were  returned 
home.  We  had  no  other  wheel  machines 
than  the  prince's  coach,  and  two  or  three 
fleeping  or  travelling  waggons. 

Seven  of  our  Coflacks  went  out  to  cut 
down  fome  wood  for  firing  in  a  neighbour- 
ing wood.  One  fat  on  horfeback,  to  take 
care  that  no  enemy  came  near,  whilft  the 
reft  were  gathering  timber.  This  poor  man 
was  fhot  with  a  fingle  bullet ;  it  entered  in 
at  the  fcrobiculus  cordis 9  and  lodged  in  a  rib, 
which  it  broke  immediately  below  the  under 
angle  of  the  bafe  of  the  fcapula.  He  died  the 
day  following,  in  great  agonies.  He  was  ve- 
ry follicitous  to  have  his  body  buried  in  Cir- 
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caflia,  amongft  his  relations.  This  the  prince 
ordered  to  be  done. 

On  the  fame  day  the  Perfians  fcized  fix 
highlanders,  called  Tavdlines,  from  whom 
they  foon  cut  the  heads.  •  The  Perfians  fent 
to  the  princJe  a  report  of  this  ;  and  begged* 
that  as  they  were  ftraitened  for  proviiions, 
and  as  they  were  afTured  the  TaveUines  were 
intending  to  give  them  battle,  he  would  con* 
defcend  to  proceed  on  his  journey  next  day; 
telling  him,  that  Nadir  Shach  had  fent  them 
to  be  his  fervants,  and  conduft  his  excellen- 
cy fafe,   whole  arrival  he  daily  wifhed  for, 

The  Perfians  having  got  every  thing  in 
readinefs,  we  marched  on  the  eleventh,  12 
miles  farther  north-eaft,  by  the  north  fide  of 
the  high  mountains  of  Caucafus,  called  Pif- 
chancke,  and  pitched  our  tents  on  a  plain 
ground  in  the  evening.  Our  own  horfes 
were  all  led,  and  we  rode  upon  Perfian  hor- 
fes, only  the  dragoons  rode  on  their  own 
horfes,  and  we  and  our  horfes  were  fiirnifti- 
ied  with  every  thing  needful  for  man  and 
beaft,  according  to  the  eaftern  way. 

On  die  1 2di  day  we  marched  from  this  a- 
bout  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  and  travelled  thro* 
a  tolerable  plain  road,  having  fome  lakes  on 
our  left  hand,  and  the  high  mountains  on 
our  right.  We  only  travelled  about  twenty- 
five  verfts,  as  many  camels  fell  down,  not 
able  to  proceed  through  hunger  and  fatigue ; 
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wherefore  they  either  cut  their  throats,  or  the 
tendons  of  their  hindennoft  legs,  to  diikble 
them  from  going,  that  they  might  not  fall  in- 
to the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  be  uieful 
to  them.  This  night  we  encamped  on  a 
hollow  ground,  covered  on  all  fides  by  high 
banks,  through  which  run  a  muddy  ft  ream , 
called  Belajareka. 

About  ten  A.  M.  we  proceeded  on  our 
journey  ;  but  the  roads,  for  eight  or  ten 
verfts,  were  extremely  deep,  being  tough 
clay.  We  pafled  by  much  arable  land,  both 
yefterday  and  this  day.  After  this  the  roads 
turned  better;  and  we  continued  our  jour- 
ney by  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  high  moun- 
tain called  Tegu,  feparated  from  all  the  reft 
of  Caucafus  by  a  deep  valley,  and  encamped 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  miles  from  the  Cafpian,  Sea  and  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  on  a  very  pleafant  plain. 

Between  us  and  the  mountain  were  many 
vine  and  other  fruit-gardens,  which  the.Per- 
iians,  in  lefs  than  two  hours,  cut  down  to 
the  ground,  leaving  no  remains  of  timber 
for  fire-wood  to  us.  "t  here  was  now  no 
growing  timber  near  us  :  Such  barbarous  be- 
haviour could  not  fail  feniibly  to  irritate,  to 
the  greateft  degree,  the  pafiions  of  thefe 
brave  highlanders,  to  whom  the  vines  belong- 
ed, who  in  the  night-time  fell  on  their  camp, 
and  carried  off  fifteen  men,  andfomehorfes. 

U  u  Tegu 
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Tegu  hill  at  a  diftance,  where  we  could 
have  a  right  view  of  it,  appeared  on  the  top 
like  a  circular  table,  inclining  to  the  eaft.  Its 
top,  we  judged,  may  meaiure  about  twenty 
Englifti  miles  in  circumference.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by,  very  high  rocks  quite  round, 
many  fathoms  deep,  as  tar  as  we  could  fee, 
which  rendered  it  quite  impregnable,  except 
at  one  place  near  a  large  village,  fituated  at 
the  foot  of  this  rock  far  up  the  hill.  This 
paflage  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  we  dip- 
covered  by  the  help  of  a  good  telefcope. 

The  day  after  we  arrived,  dreading  no 
danger,  I  begged  that  our  major  would  give 
me  an  eicort  of  fix  dragoons,  that  I  might 
take  a  view  of  the  top  of  the  hill.  The  ma- 
jor took  time  to  confider  of  it,  but  privately 
told  the  prince.  Upon  which,  by  the 
prince's  authority,  orders  were  ifTued  out  for- 
bidding any  perfon  belonging  to  the  erabaf1 
fy  to  go  above  fixty  paces  from  the  camp. 
This  put  a  ftop  to  my  curiofity. 

Here  are  an  infinite  number  of  monu- 
ments of  the  dead,  many  large  burial  places, 
and  the  veftiges  of  many  gardens,  which 
makes  me  believe,  that  this  place  has  former- 
ly been  very  populous.  We  were  told,  that 
it  had  been  the  refldence  of  a  potent  prince ; 
but  as  all  thefe  people,  time  out  of  mind, 
live  without  any  oeconomy,  by  plunder  and 
rapine,  fo  it  is   no  wonder  that  at  prefent 
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they  are  Co  miferably  reduced.  We  could 
difcover  the  veftiges  of  fome  former  city, 
flretching  far  up  the  fide  of  the  hill. 

As  we  came  to  the  place  where  we  en* 
camped,  the  natives  fold  to  fome  of  our  men 
two  great  loaves  of  bread  for  an  ufelels  flint 
ftone,  money  not  being  valued  here,  but  by 
the  weight,  purity,  and  value  of  the  metal. 

The  Perfian  chiefs  aflured  us,  when  we 
were  on  the  borders,  that  large  ftores  of  pro- 
vifions  were  kept  for  us  here ;  but,  when  we 
arrived,  there  was  no  fuch  thing ;  which  was 
the  reafon  that  the  prince  would  proceed  no 
farther  till  we  had  received  provifions  for  fome 
days;  becaufe  he  could  give  no  credk  tp  what 
they  faid. 

There  were  three  villages  in  our  view,  up- 
*on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  hill,  between  us  and 
the  precipice  formerly  taken  notice  of,  not 
three  miles  diftant  from  one  another. 

We  were  told,  that  they  had  carried  on 
war  amongft  themfelves  for  one  year  before 
we  arrived  :  That  the  two  fmaller  villages 
joined  againft  the  great  one  ;  fo  that  it  was 
dangerous  for  men  to  walk  out  of  them.  .It 
is  (aid,  that  Peter  the  Great  loft  about  three 
thoufand  men  at  the  foot  of  this  hill.  They 
wear  coats  of  mail  under  their  upper  gar- 
ment. They  are  a  bold  well-made  people, 
and  (hoot  out  of  rifled  pieces  very  dexte- 
roufly,  and  have  fine  fcymetars,  all  of  their 
pwn  making. 

They 
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They  are  ruled  by  one  of  their  own  'peo- 
ple, apoointed  governor  by  Nadir  Shach, 
Though  they  are  under  the  Perfian  yoket 
yet  it  is  only  lb  long  as  a  ftrong  body  of  Per- 
sians are,  in  this  country. 

On  the  fourteenth,  in  the  evening,  having 
got  lbme  provifions,  the  Perfians  marched 
off,  and  left  vvidi  us  but  a  few  of  their  men* 
They  would  have  had  the  ambaflador  to  fol- 
low ;  but  he  would  not  move,  though  they 
faid,  that  the  Highlanders  would  attack  us  in 
the  night  time,  if  we  remained  there. 

The  prince,  in  his  anfwer,  faid,  that  he 
was  afraid  of  nothing  but  their  lies  :  That 
he  wanted  already  two  days  provifions,  and 
would  not  go  farther  unlefs  that  was  paid, 
up ;  and  alfo  provifions  for  five  days  before 
it  became  due ;  becaufe,  he  faid,  he  had 
fome  reafon  to  believe  they  intended  $o  ftarve 
him  and  his* mm. 

Next  morning  the  fardar,  being  afraid  that 
we  would  return,  as  our  ambaflador  had 
threatened,  came  to  the  prince,  begged  par- 
don, and  promiled  every  thing  ;  and  at  laft 
we  let  out  on  the  15th,  and  pafled  over  ma- 
ny low  ftony  hills,  and  by  many  burial  places, 
where  many  hundred  ftones  were  fet  on  end 
at  the  heads  of  the  dead,  adorned  with  hie-* 
roglyphicks,  to  declare  what  they  were, 
when  alive  ;  e.  g.  if  a  foldier,  a  quiver  and 
arrows,  bow  and  fabre,  were  cut  out  on  the 
ftone  ;  and  fo  of  the  reft.     We  pitched  our 
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tents  on  the  high  banks  of  the  (mall  ftony 
river  Manafle* 

Not  far  from  Buinack  there  was  .a  village ; 
thither  the  prince  fent  and  bought  feme  pro- 
vifions  ;  and  we  were  told,  that  the  PerfiartS 
having  been  ni^de  acquainted  .  with  it, 
ftrangled  their  chief.  After  this  the  prince 
could  not  fee,  without  very  viilble  piarks  of 
anger,  the  Perfian  fardar. 

On  the  1 6th  we  fee  out,  and  parted  the 
rapid  ftony  little  river  Manafle,  diftapt  aboul; 
25  verfts  from  Targu ;  we  palled  [alfo  many 
ftony  hills,  and  deep  valleys,  which  made  ou? 
journey  very  tedious  ;  and  at  two  o'clock, 
P.  M  •  we  encamped  on  a  plain,  having  the 
high  green  hills  on  our  right  hand,  and  the 
fea  on  our  left,  diftant  about  three  verfts* 
The  hills  were  fcarcely  a  verft  from  us  ;  and 
it  is  incredible  how  beautiful  they  were,  con- 
fidering  the  feafon  :  They  refembled  a  green 
dyke,  whofe  fummits  we  could  not  fee  for 
clouds,  quite  even,  near  perpendicular, 
ftretching  from  north  fouthwards,  having,  as 
it  were,  formed  one  of  the  fweeteft  plains  e- 
ver  I  beheld,  four  miles  broad  between  the 
hills  and  fea,  and  fo  far  from  the  place  where 
we  encamped  fouthward,  that  the  keenefb 
eye  could  not  fee  the  end  of  it. 

On  this  day's  journey  we  faw  many  horfe- 
men  at  a  diftance  on  the  hills,  efpecially  af- 
ter vie  crofted  Manafle.     A  fhort  way  from 
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the  road,  we  difcovered  the  ruins   of  a  fort 
built  by  Peter  the  Great,  called  fiuinack. 

This  day,  having  travelled  forty-five  verfts, 
we  refolved  to  lodge  here  the  enfuing  night. 
At  a  fmall  diftance  from  our  camp  was  a 
heap  of  ftones,  faid  to  be  made  by  Peter  the 
Great ;  and  my  worthy  friend  Mr  Bell  of 
Antermony,  has  lately  aflbred  me,  that  he 
remembers  it  well.  He  was  in  the  Ruffian 
army  when  Peter  marched  through  this 
plain  ;  and  at  this  place  he  was,  very  unex- 
pectedly attacked  by  many  thoufands  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  hills,  whom  he  ibon  dif- 
perfed,  after  having  killed  many  of  them  ; 
and  having  gained  a  remarkable  vi&ory,  Pe- 
ter ordered  every  man  in  the  army  to  throw 
a  ftone  on  that  place.  Mr  Bell  lays,  that 
many  carried  three  or  four  ;  and  indeed  fo 
it  appears  ;  becaufe  Peter  the  Great's  army 
never  could  have  raifed  fuch  a  heap,  by  one 
man's  contributing  only  one  ftone* 

On  the  17th  we  fet  but,  and  travelled  four 
verfts,  over  low  grounds,  not  quite  even,  and 
twenty  verfts  farther  over  a  plain  like  a  bow- 
ling-green,  having  the  fea  on  our  left,  and 
the  high  mountains  on  our  right  hand.  In 
one  part  of  this  plain  we  were  again  defired 
not  to  let  our  horfes  feed,  becaufe  of  a  po*- 
fonous  herb  ;  but  we  faw  none  of  it.  A 
little  farther  on  we  faw  an  old  camp  of  the 
then  §hach,  when  he  carried  his  arms  againft 
Prince  Ufmei ;  and  from  the  top  of  a  hill  a- 
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bout  twenty  verfts  from  our  laft  camp,  we 
faw  the  camp  where  Ufmei  cut  off  fifteen 
thou  land  of  the  Perfians  beft  troops  to 
pieces,  and  hanged  their  general,  who  hap- 
pened to  be  a  relation  of  the  Shach,  and  fent 
this  account  to  the  Shach  by  three  of  his 
foldiers,  who fe  lives  they  fpared  :  From  one 
they  cut  off  the  ears,  they  cut  the  tongue  out 
of  the  mouth  of  another,  and  plucked  the 
eyes  out  of  the  head  of  a  third  ;  and  in  this 
manner  fent  them,  with  this  meflage,  to  the 
Shach  ;  afluring  him,  that  they  daily  wifhed 
he  might  fall  into  their  hands,  and  that  they 
would  put  him  to  as  cruel  a  death  as  they 
could  invent. 

Near  the  end  of  this  day's  journey  we 
parted  through  a  wood,  where  we  killed  five 
wild  boars,  and  with  my  hounds  forced  an 
elk  to  feek  protection  from  the  fea,  where  it 
was  (hot  by  a  Per  flan. 

On  onr  paffage  this  day,  the  prince  obfer- 
ving  a  great  herd  of  hories,  confiding  of  a- 
bout  three  hundred,  fent  to  the  fardar, 
to  know,  Whofe  horfes  they  were  ?  The  far- 
dar denied  that  he  "knew  any  thing  about 
them  ;  and  faid,  that  he  imagined  they  had 
belonged  to  his  Excellency.  Upon  receiving 
this  anfwer,  the  prince  fent  a  captain  of 
dragoons,  with  a  party  of  men,  and  a  hun- 
dred Coflacks,  to  feize  them  for  the  Em- 
prefs's  ufe,  ,and  fecure  the  principal  thief, 
who  was  a  Perfian.     The  captain  feized  the 
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horfes,  appointed  men  to  take  care  of 
them,  and  returned  with  the  thief  in  cufto- 
dy.  The  Coflacks  and  Tartars  at  their  re- 
turn declared,  that  many  of  the  horfes  were 
their  own  property,  and  had  been  ftolen  from 
them.  Upon  this  information  the  prince  cau- 
fed  keep  the  thief  ftri&ly,  and  gag  him*  In 
the  evening  the  fardar  begged  an  audience, 
which  was  granted,  and  it  was  the  laft  ever 
he  got. 

At  meeting,  he  told  the  prince  that  the 
man  he  had  taken  under  cuftody  was  one  of 
the  Shach's  merchants,  who  had  orders  to 
buy  up  horfes  for  the  ufe  of  the  Shach's  ar- 
my, but  that  it  was  altogether  unknown  to 
him  in  the  morning,  and  therefore  defired 
that  the  horfes  and  merchant  might  be  fet 
at  liberty  :  But  good  as  the  prince  was, 
fuch  bafenefs  put  him  into  a  very  great 
paftion.  He  told  the  fardar,  that  he  was 
certain  he  was  telling  a  falsehood,  which  was 
a  praftice  he  had  clofely  followed  ever  fince 
the  unlucky  hour  he  had  firft  feen  him:  He 
faid,  that  he  could  now  prove  that  the  prison- 
er was  a  thief,bymore  than  one  hundred  wit- 
nefles,  and  that  the  horfes  belonged  to  the 
Emprefs's  fubjefts,  many  of  whom  in  his  re- 
tinue claimed  them ;  that  therefore  he  would 
neither  give  up  the  thief,  nor  part  with  the 
horfes.  He  put  him  in  mind  of  the  many 
lies  he  had  daily  made  concerning  our  provi- 
sions; and  declared,  that  he  was  much  fur- 
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priled  that  the  Shach  could  perform  fuch 
great  achievements,  with  men  whofe  chief 
qualifications  (cemed  to  lie  in  low  chicanery 
and  grofs  diflimulation.  Hefaid,thatbewould 
cany  the  thief  to  the  Shach,  and  have  the  afk 
fair  fearched  to  the  bottom :  At  this  the  far* 
dar's  ereftfell,andintheraoft  abjc&manner,he 
craved  pardon  for  hitherto  not  having  had  ie 
in  his  power  to  keep  his  word,  which  was  oc-» 
eafioned  by  the  people  of  the  country,  thro* 
which  we  patted,  being  in  a  ftate  of  rebels 
lion,  who,  in  their  abfence,  had  every  where 
ftolen  the  provifions ; .  but  added,  that  he 
would  permit  the  ambaffadbr  to  fpit  on  his 
beard,  (the  greateft  affront  which  can  bo 
done  to  a  Perfian)  if  he  did  not  get  plenty 
of  every  thing  at  Derbont.  To  this  the  prince  . 
anfwered,  that  if  he  had  fpit  but  once  for 
every  falfehood  which  he  had  tQld  him,  his 
beard  would  foon  turn  white ;  and  ordered 
him  forthwith  out  "of  his  presence.  : 

We  encamped  on  the  fouth  fide  of  &  wood; 
in  a  place  covered  with  heath:  After  our  tenia 
were  all  fet  up,  and  every  thing  in  order,  a 
very  large  boar  rofe  out  from  the  heath',  and 
ran  into  the  Perfian  camp,  where  lie  foon  was 
killed  by.  them,  and  brought  to  qs. 
.  The  Perfians  were  much  afraid  that  UA 
may's  men  would  attack  them.  '  We  were 
informed  afterwards,  that  it  was  out  of  re- 
gard to  the  Ruffian  ambaflador  that  he  did 
not  fall  on  them;  for  he  killed  fome  hun* 
dreds,  and  took  many  horfes  from  them, 
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when  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  border* 
of  Ruflia:  But  what  confirms  my  conjecture 
is,  that  the  prince  fent  Captain  Roflet,  before 
we  left  Cfacaffia,  to  the  chiefs  in  Caucafus,  to 
know  if  they  would  behave  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner to  him,  in  his  way  to  Perfia.  They  e- 
fcorted  the  captain  from  one  to  another,  and 
all  declared,  as  did  Ufmei,  that,  out  of  re- 
ipeft  to  the  ambaUador,  they  would  not  hurt 
die  Persians;  but,  that  if  he  did  not  come 
with  them,  they  would  not  permit  one  of 
them  to  return  into  their  own  country. 

On  the  1 8th,  we  marched  earjy  through  a 
plain  low  ground ;  patted  three  rivulets,  and 
encamped  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  a  wood  to 
take  refrefhment.  We  now  left  the  hills,  and 
direded  our  courfe  near  fouth-eaft,  not  far 
from  the  fea:  We  performed  this  journey  by 
noon,  being  twenty-verfts.  The  Perfians 
were  now  much  afraid  of  Ufmei,  and  for  that 
reafon  prefTed  the  prince  much  to  proceed 
to  Derbent,  fituated  only  about  eighteen  or 
nineteen  verfh  from  us. 

On  the  19th,  we  patted  over  a  clay-land 
very  barren ;  and  in  the  afternoon  marched 
to  the  north-fide  of  Derbent.  The  Perfians 
prefled  the  prince  to  march  through  the  dty 
that  night  for  fear  of  Ufmei;  but  he  would 
not,  though,  the  fardar  left  us  with  hfc  ar- 
»v. 

.    The  city  fired  fome  finall  cannon,  and 
£pmc  fmall  arms  from  the  walls,  in  honour  - 
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of  the  ambaflador.  The  Ruffian  refident, 
Arapoff,  and  my  good,  friend  Counfeilor 
Cherkeflbff,  cajtife  out  of  Derbent  to  pay  their 
refpe&s  to  the  prince,  with  whom  they  had 
fome  private  cohvfrfation,  and  then  return* 
ed  to  the  city,  leaving  us  to  the  protection 
of  heaven.  The  night-watches  were  no  fbon- 
er  plafcdd  than  the  prince  gave  orders  to  the 
Gircallkn  prince  Alifk,  and  his  men,  with 
the  Goflaeks*  and  three  hundred  horfes^ 
which  I  faid  had  been  villainofufly  carried  off* 
from  the  bprders  of  Ctrtalfia,  that  they  fhould 
return  to  their  own  country  with  all  precau-* 
tion  and  diligence* 

We  after  this  paflfed  the  night  in  all  (afe^ 
Xf  from  th$  Tartars.  Next  morning  I  took 
a  view  of  the  north-fide  of  this  ancient  city 
Derbentw 


C  H  A  P.    XXIV. 

Concerning  Derbent ;  what  is  remarkable  therei 
and  the  TrdnfaSiam  of  the  EmbaJJy  during 
our  Stay  in  it. 

THE  city  of  Derbent,  faid  to  be  fcuife  by 
Alexander  the  Great,  and  called  by 
fliany  different  names,  as  the  Iron  Gates,  the 
Per&tn  Gates,-6vi  lying  in  forty-one  degrees, 
fifty  minutes,  north  latitude,  and  fiKty-fcveri 
degrees,  forty  minutes,    eaft  longitude,   it 
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built  Upon  thfc  ttrtfcfide  of  a  hill  betting  th» 
naine:  It  is  divided  into  three  ptttsj  the  up- 
per, neareft  the  top  of  the  hill,  called  the  Ci- 
ty del,  the  middle,  and  the  lower  city*  The 
Citydel  k  inhabited  by  foldlert  Oitfyj  nor  1* 
a  citizen,  nor  any  other,  tio  not  the  govtr* 
nor  Of  die  city,  permitted  to  enter  it  i  n«* 
ther  is  the  commandant  of  the  Citydel,  nor 
any  of  his  men,  permitted  to  come  out  of  k, 
except  when  commanded  by  an  order  from 
the*  Shach.  Their  provifiomj,  ammunition, 
&c.  are  taken  from  the  city  by  a  crsne  }  the 
only  gate  entering  from  the  city  into  it  i* 
never  opened,  but  to  receive  a  recruit  of 
ibldiers.  The  middle  dty  is  the  only 
place  inhabited  by  merchants,  okteeni; 
&c,  but  it  is  in  a  rtioft  ruinous,  mlfera- 
ble  condition,  few  houfes  being  in  repair \ 
the  ftreets  are  very  irregular,  ftrait,  and 
all  broken;  dead  horfes,  and  other  ani- 
mals, rendefr  the  air  vcty  difagreeable  and 
naufeous.  In  this  city  are  fome  caravan- 
faries  ;  that  belonging  to  the  Armenians  U 
the  only  one  in  tolerable  repair*  Hem  is  a 
very  grand  mofque,  which  die  prefent  Na- 
dir Shach  has  converted  into  a  granary  ;  the 
roof  of  which  isiupported  by  eighty-four  large 
pillars  •  In  the  city  there  is  no  other  pubic 
nor  private  place  worth  taking  notice  of. 
The  lower  city,  whofe  walls  are  built  into  the 
fea,  was  an  empty  area,  where  they  kept  their 
cattle  formerly  in  the  night-time,  for  fear  of 
.  Ufmei's 
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Utinei'*  mefl  j  but  Shach  Nadir  hid  built  a 
row  of  (hopd,  oil  each  fide  of  a  broad  ftreet, 
quite  down  the  middle ;  at  the  end  of  which 
ftreet;  next  the  fea,  he  bulk  dlfo  a  very  large 
palace*  Where  there  fa  a  well  of  excellent  wa~ 
ter.     The  city  id  about  an  Engfifh  mile  long, 
but  fcarcefy  three-fbutths  of  one  mile  broad. 
It  is  fiirfotttided  by  6iie  of  the  thickeft  walls 
I  ever  law,  ftrengthened  by  fixty  fquare  ba- 
ftions :  The  Walls  are  built  of  a  curious  ftena 
ofthelh:  This  id  a  natural  ftone,  no  artificial 
compofitiort,  according  to  the  whims  of  fome 
late  authors  j  for  t,haviftg  travelled  far  up  the 
tnoUritain,difcoVered,  as  high  as  I  went,  that 
the  rocks  there  were  of  the  fame  kind  of  ftohe* 
eonfeqtietidy,  feeing  the  natives  were  in  pal* 
fefiion  of  fo  great  Variety  of  this  natural  (Lei* 
ly  cement,  it  Would  have  beibh  very  needlefl 
to  make  a  compolition  exa&Iy  refembling  the 
fame  thing.     The  walls  are  about  twenty 
feet  thick  hear  the  furface  of  the  earth,  thir* 
ty  feet  higfi»  ftnd  at  the  top  ten  or  twelve  feet 
thick;  a  parapet  for  breaft-Work  ftirrouhds 
die  top  of  the  wall,  with  port-hole*  attOAve- 
meftt  dUiances.     Peter  the  Great,  it  is  well 
known,  took  this  city,  which  was  reftored 
with   the  Perfian   conquered  provinces,  to 
this  prefent  Shach»  in  the  reign  of  the  Em* 
prefs    Anna    Joannovna.      The    Ruffians* 
When  it  was  in  their  pofleflion,  made  trial 
of  the  effe£b  which  cannon-balk  had  on  thitf 
wall;  the  ball  only  perforated  it,  but  neither 
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(hook  the  wall,  nor  rent  the  ftone.  On  the 
north  fide  of  Derbent,  under  the  hills,  is  ve- 
ry fine  arable  ground  2  Upon  the  tops  of  the 
hills,  weft  from  Derbent,  arq  to  be  feen  fome 
towers,  which  the  inhabitants  (ay  were  built 
by  Alexander  the  Great;  and  th?t  he  conti- 
nued thefe  towers  from  Derbent  weft  to  the 
Black  Sea,  in  orcjcr  to  curb  the  Dageftan 
.Tartars* 

.    At  the  place  where  we  now  are  encamped 
are  many  wells  of  the  pureft  fpring- water,  and 
a  variety  of  hewn  troughs,for  the  conveniens 
cy  of  cattle  to  drink  out  of:  They  certainly 
are  very  ancient;  A  tout  one  fourth  of  a  mile 
north  from  the  walls  of  the  city,  are  very  ma* 
ny  burial-pUcesy  one  in  particular^  is  a  fquare 
furrounded  with  a  ftone  wall ;  the  nadves 
(aid,  that  forty  Chriftian  princes  were  buried 
here,   who  were  killed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Derbent  .fighting  for  their  religion;  but  in  this 
fquare  are  interred  fome  hundreds}  the  (tones' 
covering  the  .graves  are  fo  near  to  one  ano-» 
tjier,  that  you  may  walk  upon  them. 
.    The  Tartars  frojn  the  borders  of  Aftrachan 
to  Derbent,  are  all  Mahometans,  of  the  fed 
of  the  Turks;  but  fbme  things  make  me  be-> 
Jieve,  that  a  majority  of  them  had  formerly 
profefTed  the  Chriftian  religion*     They  have 
meetings  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  where 
they  divert  themfelves,  without  .being  able  to 
account  for  the  caufe,  any  other  way  than 
that  their  anceftors  did  fo  before  them ;  but 
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tliefe  times  correfpond  exactly  with  the  times 
appointed  by  the  Greek  church  for  their  festi- 
vities :  Add  to  this,  that  I  was  aflured  there 
*Vere  at  this  day  very  many  erodes  of  done' 
erected  in  this  hilly  country,  and  that  the  na- 
tives kept   their'  annual  meetings  at  or  near 
thefe  crofles,  where  they  yet  remafin.  •    They 
take    a    plurality  of    wives,    notwithftand- 
ingwhatMr  Han  way  fays,  as  has  been,  I 
think,  put  out  of  doubt,  by  the  hiftory  I  gave 
formerly  of  the  two  Bekovitches.     The  6ld 
Bekovitch,  'at  the  time  we  were  in  Kizlaar, 
had  either  three  or  four  wives,  and  a  num- 
ber of  concubines*     I  fliall  fay  no  more  in 
this  place  about  the  Tartars,  to  the  north  of 
Derbent,  refervirig  thofe  things  till  I  give 
fome  account  of  the  Shach  and  his  a£li- 
ons,    in    a   proper    place.       On   the  low 
grounds  between  the  hill  and  fea,  to  the 
fouth  of  Derbent,  are  very  many  vine-gar- 
dens, being  a  rich  foil;  and  upon  the  fides  of 
the  mountain  are  many  wells  and  rills  of  the 
pureft  water.  Here  alfoare  manyburial-places, 
and  a  variety  of  monuments  built  upon  fome 
pleafant  fpot,  where  their  great  Baiters  have 
been  buried. 

On  the  20th  January,  a  deputation  was 
fent  to  the  prince,  to  requdt  him  to  march 
through  the  city  to  the  fouth-fide,  where  he 
would  be  in  fafety ;  and  beg  that  he  wotild 
march  without  any  military  (hew,  alledgiftg, 
.  that  it  did  not  carry  the  appearance  of  fnend- 
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(hip:  They  on  their  parts  promifmg  to  pay 
him  tho  fame  honour*  from  their  cannon, 
which  they  pay  t0  their  own  King.     The 
prince  would  not  fee  their  deputation,  but 
referred  them  to  our  gentlemen,  where  my 
worthy  friend  Cherkeffoff  prcfided,  he  being 
matter  of  thdr  language.     Mr.  Cbcrkeflbff 
told  them*  that  allthefe  honorary  affairs  were 
fettled  between  the  Emprcfs  and  their  King, 
before  «i  ambaflkdor  was  named :     That 
the  Ferfian .  monarchy  had  neyer  before  been 
honoured  with  a  plenipotentiary,  an  am- 
baifcdor  extraordinary,  reprefenting  the  per- 
fon  of  the  Emprefs,  before  this  time  :  That 
the  prince  was  determined  never  to  fubmic 
to  *ny  thing  derogatory  to  the   Emprefr, 
or  inferior  to  the  King  of  Perfia :    That 
he  not  only  would  march  with  all  military  ho* 
novirs  through  Derbcnt,  but  even  to  the  ve* 
ry  thrdhold  of  their  King*s  palaee:  Finally, 
that  if  they  fent  any  more  deputations,  or 
made  the  leaft  delay,  he  wopld  decamp  to 
the  fide  of  the  fea,  and  order  a  Ruffian  (hip, 
which  was  riding  at  Derbent,  to  aflemble  as 
m»ny  (hips  as  would  be  fufficitnt  to.  carry 
him  and  his  retinue  back  to  Ruflia.  He  alio 
ordered*    that   their  fardar  (hould   himfelf 
come,  and  keep  the  inhabitants  and  others  in 
order,  while  be  was  marching  through  the 
city, 

.  This  had  the  defired  effeft :  The  fardar 
came  and  promife4.  every  thing*  but  could 
not  get  admittance  to  the  prince.     A  troop 
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of  dragodns,  with  their  kettle-drum,  trumpet, 
and  colours,  preceded  with  their  (words 
drawn.  The  band  of  muficfc  followed  the 
do&or;  his  mate,  and  I,  rode  next;  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  embafly  fucceeded;  they  were 
followed  by  the  pages;  the  ambaflador  mount- 
ed on  a  fine  horie,  as  vyhite  as  fhow,  rode  a- 
lonfc,  Ms  fecretary  being  near,  and  but  a  lit- 
tle behind  him ;  twelve  liverymen  on  foot, 
fix  on  each  fide  attended,  uncovered :  The 
fefid&it  arid  Mr  GherkafTofF,  followed  the 
prince;  the  other  troop  of  dragoons,  with 
their  colours,  kettle-drum,  and  trumpet, 
fucceeded ;  the  baggage  followed  them,  e- 
fcoited  by  fixty  foldiers,  and  their  drums) 
and  a  party  of  the  Perfian  horfe  brought 
up  the  rear.'  "When  the  rear  was  in  motion 
that  was  made  known  by  the  drums ;  then 
the  firft  kettle-drum  and  trumpet  played, then 
the  mufick,  laftly  the  fecond  trumpet  and 
kettle-drum,  and  this  went  round  in  their 
order,  till  we  wTere  in  our  camp;  only  when 
*  the  mufick  entered  the  north  gate,  it  played 
until  they  had  pafled  through  the  fotuh  gate. 
We  arrived  fafely  in  our  camp  on  the  fouth- 
fide  of  the  city,  in  two  hours  from  our  firft 
outfitting.  In  the  time  of  our  march  the 
prince  was  faluted  with  their  fmall  cannon, 
very  regularly,  and  their  foldiers  continued 
to  fire  off  their  mufkets  from  the  walls  for 
a  long  time. 

In  the  evening,  the  refident  and  Mr  Cher- 
kaflbff  brought  into  our  camp,  as  privately 
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as  they  could,  a  beautiful  young  Circaflian 
maid,  who,  her  parents  being  dead,  was 
brought  to  Derbent  to  her  uncle,  who  was  a 
merchant.  The  governor,  having  got  no- 
tice of  this  beauty,  negociated  in  a  friendly 
way  with  the  uncle  to  part  with  her  for  his 
bed.  To  this  he  would  not  comply ;  and, 
when  he  was  threatened  and  hard  prefled,  he 
begged  that  the  Ruffian  refident  would  re- 
ceive her  into  his  houfe  privately.  This  the 
refident  did,  and  the  merchant  declared,  that 
(he  had  made  an  elopement  from  him,  nor 
could  he  tell  where  (he  was.  The  governor 
caufed  fearch  his  houfe,  and  afterwards  tor- 
tured the  poor  man,  who  would  not  difcover 
her;  but  that  night  we  lay  on  the.  north  fide 
of  the  city,  he  mod  inhumanly  caufed  cut 
off  his  head,  to  prevent,  as  he  thought,  a  di£ 
covery  of  the  cruelty  he  had  been  guilty  of. 
But  the  cunning  Arapoff  had  fpies  upon 
all  his  anions,  who  made  this  report  to 
the  prince,  who  fent  a  meflage  by  one  of 
his  interpreters  to  the  governor,  letting 
him  know,  that  he  was  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  all  the  villany  he  he  had  been  guilty 
of  to  the  murthered  merchant,  a  fubjeft  of 
Ruflia,  and  ordered  that  he  fhould  deliver 
up  the  merchant's  fervants  and  goods,  ac- 
cording to  a  correal  catalogue  of  which  he 
was  in  pofTeflion.  The  governor,  extreme- 
ly frightened,  brought  every  thing  to  our 
camp  belonging  to  the  deceafed  merchant, 

and 
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and  offered  his  perfon  to  endure  any  punifh- 
ment  the  prince  fhould '  think  proper  to  in- 
flift  upon  him,  or  offered  to  pay  what  fum 
of  money  he  was  able,  in  order  to  atone  for 
his  crime.    The  prince  would  not  fee  him  ; 
but  Mr  CherkaUbfftold  him  from  the  prince, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  come  into  terms 
with  any  villain,  whatever  rank  and  power 
he  might  have  ;  that  he  was  no  judge  in  Per- 
fia,  except  in  what  related  to  his  own  people  ; 
but   that  he  determined  to  inform    Nadir 
Shach  of  all  the  indignities  he  had  met  with 
fince  his  arrival  in  the  empire  of  Perlia,  and 
that  he  would  not  fail  to  reprefent  fiictr  un- 
heard of  barbarity  in  a  true  impartial  light* 
This  faid,  Cherkaflbff  ordered  him  to  return 
immediately,  or  elfe  he  would  ufe  him  in  a 
"  very  different  manner* 

Iii  the  evening,  the  prince  fent  this  maid, 
with  her  uncle's  fervants  and  effe&s  on  board 
the  (hip,  with  orders  to  the  mafter  to  ufe 
them  with  all  hofpitality,  and  fafely  deliver 
them  to  the  governor  of  Aftrachan,  who  • 
would  fend  them  to  Circaffia, 

Next  morning  Dr  Lerch  defired  my  ad- 
vice in  the  hofpital  concerning  a  young  dra-^ 
goon,  who  had  been  very  ufeful  in  helping 
our  carts  through  the  rapid  river  Agrachan  ; 
and  having  wet  his  feet  in  the  ftrearnr,  one  of 
them  froze.  He  had  never  taken  off  his 
boots  till  yefternight,  when  he  firflr  discover- 
ed the  danger  lie  was  in.     One  of  his  feet 

was  ' 
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was  fo  mortified,  that  he  did  i>ot  feel  deep 
fcarifications  ;  wherefore,  it  was  refolved  to 
amputate  his  leg  Mow  the  khee.    Whilft  we 
were  viewing  the  fppt,  and  confuting  what: 
was  to  be  cjone,  a  ijuipher  of  P^rfian  officers 
came  about  us,  an4  few  the  operation  per- 
formed.    They  c^roe  daily  to  the  hofpital, 
and  faw  the  care  which  was  taken  of  hijn 
and  others,  at  which  they  exprefled  no  fm^ll 
furprize.     On  the  29th  day,  before  we  left 
I)erbent,  he  was  put  on  board  the  {hip  in  a 
good  way,  with  directions,   in  order  tq  be 
tranfported  to  Aftrachan,  where  I  faw  him 
afterwards  in  good  frealth.     At  firft,  the  Perr 
fians  imagined  that  hp  was  fpjne  great  crimi- 
nal, and  that  the  lofs  of  his  leg  w^s  a  punUh- 
ment  ;  bqt,  when  they  were  undeceived  by 
our  interpreters,  they  declared  that  they  be- 
lieved no  fuch  cure  had  ever  been  effe&ed  in 
Perfia  ;  and  that  douhtlefs  the  Shach  would 
give  any  money  to  3.  man  who  could  perform 
fuch  operations. 

Soon  after  this,  a  meflage  was  fent  to  the 
prince  from  a  Perfian  general,  requefting  him 
to  fend  his  doftor,  acquainting  him  that  he 
was  poxed  to  a  very  great  degree.  Dr  Lerch 
had  liberty  granted  to  go  ;  but,  tho'  they  re- 
compenfed  die  doftor  wpU  enough,  they  alfo 
required  me.  The  prince,  reprefenting  to 
me  the  danger  I  woyld  be  in  of  loling  my  li- 
berty, by  the  barbarous  Nadir  Shach,  if  I  per- 
formed any  cure  upon  his  people,  determi- 
ned 
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ned  me  to  witbftaed  their  follumatipns.  The 
prince  returned  for  anfwer,  that  as  I  was  nop 
&  Ruffian,  hp'had  no  power  to  order  me 
to  attepd  any  but  thofe  immediately  under 
his  command, 

Having  been  informed  that  gold  was  tp  be 
fold  in  a  profitable  way  harp,  spxd,  having  a 
large  fum  of  filver  coin  by  me,  I  appftedto 
my  friend  Cherkaflpff  to  get  me  3  merchant : 
He  very  foon  produced  one  all  in  rags,  who 
brought  with  him  fprty-rtwo  triple  ducats*  I 
agreed,  but,  confidering  that  there  was  much 
bad  coin  in  the  country,  would  not  receive 
it  unlefs  tried  by  fire  and  water*  To  this  he 
agreed ;  and  opt  of  the  forty-two  J  only  got 
twenty-five  of  good  gold;  what  remained  he 
made  no  fcruple  to  take  again,  for  he  was 
prefent  at  the  trial.  The  night  follpwipg,  I 
overheard  the  prince  coughing,  and  Went  to 
aik  what  was  the  caufe  ?  The  centinels  would 
not  permit  me  to  go  in ;  but  the  prince  over- 
hearing, afked  who  I  was,  and  what  was  the 
reafon  I  was  flopped  from  vifiting  him  ?  the 
centinel  apfwered,  that  yefterday  after  break- 
faft  the  marfhal  had  given  orders  to  permit 
none  to  enter  into  that  tent  without  his 
knowledge ;  at  which  the  prince  exprefled 
furprize,  and  more  anger  than  ufual.  When 
I  entered  into  the  tept,  I  faw  a  great  fum  of 
gold  upon  a  fmall  table,  and  told  the  prince 
that  the  major  had  giver*  fuch  orders  on  ac* 
pount  of  the  gold,  and  dctfred  he  would  not 
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be  angry  with  him ;  but  I  took  the  liberty  to 
afk  him  if  he  had  already  payed  for  it  ?  telling 
him  that  I  had  bought  fome,  and  that  out  of 
forty-two  had  only  got  twenty-five  good  gold. 
This  information  was  agreeable  to  the  prince, 
efpecially  as  he  had  not  paid  for  it,  and  he 
defired  that  I  would  take  the  trouble  to  try 
it.  But,  wanting  to  fweat  the  marfhal,  I  an- 
fwered,  that  I  willingly  would  (hew  the  ma- 
jor or  any  other  the  way  to  try  it ;  but  that, 
as  his  excellency  knew,  I  was  neither  able  to 
ftand  the  fire,  nor  any  great  fatigue  long,  I 
hoped  he  would  hold  me  excufed.  To  this 
motion  he  heartily  agreed,  and  the  major  was 
fent  for,  and  difturbed  from  his  fleep,  which 
he  loved  to  excels.  At  his  arrival  he  was  (e- 
verely  reproved  for  giving  (iich  orders  without 
the  prince's  knowledge,  and  made  to  under- 
stand that  in  the  embaflyy  there  were  feveral 
officers  he  was  every  whit  as  well  pleafed  to 
fee  as  him:  He  then  told  him  that  I  had 
Nbought  gold,  and  how  I  had  tried  it,  and  by 
what  proportion  I  would  have  been  a  lofer  if 
I  had  not  taken  that  precaution.  The  major, 
upon  hearing  of  this,  feemed  confuted,  but 
wanted  greatly  to  be  at  the  trying  of  it, 
which  I  foon  put  him  in  the  way  to  do,  and 
then  left  him  to  his  contemplation.  As  he 
had  fome  thoufands  to  try,  it  took  him  up  a 
long  time.  Towards  the  evening  I  went  to 
know  what  difcovery  he  had  made,  and  he 
tolci  nie  that  about  one-third  of  the  whole 
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number  proved  not  good  ;  he,  at  that  time, 
was  lifting  and  wafhing  the  earth  under- 
neath where  the  fire  had  been,  the  reafon  of 
which  I  begged  to  know  ;  he  faid  that  he  had 
bought  and  paid  for  forty-five  triple  ducats, 
which,  he  alfo  endeavouring  to  try,  had  pro- 
ved very  faulty ;  he  faid  that  he  had  loft  fe- 
ven,  nor  could  he  tell  what  was  become  of 
them,  therefore  he  was  fifting  and  wafhing 
the  earth  to  fee  if  he  could  difcover  any  gold ; 
but  his  labour  proved  abortive. 

On  the  7th  day,  after  our  arrival  at  Der- 
bent,  die  horfe  thief,  formerly  mentioned, 
was  fent  for  into  the  prince's  tent,  and  there 
told  that  he  was  to  be  fent  on  board  the  (hip, 
and  to  be  gagged  to  prevent  his  fpeaking  ; 
that  the  foldiers,  who  were  to  put  him  oa 
board,  had  orders  inftantly  to  difpatch  him, 
if  he  offered  in  the  leaft  to  make  any  noife  ; 
he  was  pinioned,  and  fent  off  between  the  ci- 
ty wall  and  Perfian  camp,  and  was  fafely  put 
on  board,  unknown  to  any  of  the  Perflans. 
Next  morning,  a  meflage  was  fent  from  the 
major  to  the  fardar,  to  let  him  know  that 
the  prifoner  had  made  his  efcape ;  and  there* 
fore  required  that  he  might  be  fent  back  a- 
gain,  fuppofing  it  impofiible  that  he  could 
efcape  all  the  Perfian  army.  The  fardar  was 
much  fuprifed  at  this  news,  and  made  all 
fearch,  but  faid  that  he  fufpeded  we  had 
killed  him. 

On 
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On  the  firft  day  of  our  Encamping  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  city,irtatty  blhid  people  came 
into  our  camp  j  their  nuriibers  increafed  dai- 
ly, till  they  numbered  about  twenty  or  thirty, 
begging  alow  and  bread-   The  prince  order- 
ed them  daily  to  be  fed  from  what  remain- 
ad  of  our  provHion.   Thefe  unfortunate  peo- 
ple were  the  fdmains  of  five  htlndred,  whom 
the  cruel  Shaeh  caufed  to  be  deprived  of 
their  eyed  in  one  day,  after  having  made  his 
army  ly  with  their  wives  and  daughters.     It 
Was   faid  that    he    puniflied    them   in  this 
cruel   manner,   becaufe   they   had   former- 
ly fetved  the  Ruffians  when  they  were  mailers 
of  Dfcrbdnt!.     Thefe  poor  wretches  bleffed  us 
and  curfed  their  Shach  in  one  breath ;  and, 
when  we  at  any  time  courifelled  them  not  to 
curfe  the  Shach,  left  he  might  pbt  them  to 
death  or  torture,  they  anfwered,  that  he  was 
&  crumfak  or  rafcal ;  that  if  he  had  had  the 
fmallefl:  tin&ufre  of  goodtiefs,  he  Would  have 
caufed  them  to  bfe  pift  to  death,  rather  than 
pettriit  them  to  live  fo  long  in  fuch  mifery. 
Thfey  faid,  that,  before  we  came  to  Derbent, 
they  were  obliged  to  crawl  upon  the  fides  of 
die  hlflsf,  to  feek  roots  to  fatisfy  hunger  ;  that 
rilany  of  them  had  been  fo  fortunate  as  get 
fbirte  poifonous  roots,  which  put  an  end  to 
their  torments;  others  had  ended  their  mifer- 
able  Eves  by  falling  over  precipices,    or  into 
the  fca  ;  but  added,  that  they  were  (till  re- 
ierved  for  greater  fufferings. 

One 
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One  day  I  went,  in  company  of  £bmc  of 
ttur  gentlemen,  to  fee  the  manner  of  their 
burials :  The  body  was  laid  in  a  grare  buile 
on  the  iide  with  brick  and  lime.  There  was 
a  place  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  grave  raifed  a 
little  higher  than  the  floor,  whereon  they  laid 
the  body,  with  Ms  face  Covered*  dire&ed  to* 
<Wards  Mecca  i  Wheil  the  body  was  thus  de- 
JJofited*  they  coveiied  the  grave  with  an  arch 
of  bridk  and  lime,  upon  which  they  threw 
earth.  When  the  ceremony  was  finiflied* 
the  pridl  turned  to  w  Grangers,  arid,  in  good 
Ruffian  laiiguage,  told  us*  that  the  deceafed 
was  a  good  believer  or  muflulman  2  He  (aid 
Something  in  favours  of  the  Mahometan  reli- 
gion, and  added,  that  although  they  could 
iiot  believe  that  Chrift  was  the  Son  of  God,  in 
any  other  fenfe,  than  that  he  was  a  great  pro- 
phet, a  good  man,  and  much  beloved  by 
God ;  and  that  in  this  view  he  might  be  rea- 
sonably eftecmed  the  Son  of  God,  as  all  good 
men  are  :  He  faid,  that  all  the  muflulmen 
eftecmed  him  one  of  the  greateft  prophets ; 
that  they  acknowledged  he  had  cured  many 
difeafes,  done!  much  good,  and  even  raifed 
the  dead,  when  he  was  upon  earth ;  that  they 
ranked  him  the  next  great  prophet  to  Maho- 
met j  and,  pointing  to  a  white  tomb  at  no 
great  diftance,  faid,  that  in  that  fepulchref 
iieth  interred  the  remains  of  a  great  and 
good  man,  who  formerly  had  been  emperor 
over  all  the  country,  as  far  as  the  Black  Sea  j 
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He  faid,  that  when  the  Meffiah  was  upon  the 
earth,  at  a  time  palling  that  way,  being  thir- 
ty, he  drank  of  a  well  of  pure  water  near 
the  root  of  a  fmall  tree.  After  he  had  quench- 
ed his  third,  he  fat  down  to  take  a  reft,  and, 
as  he  knew  every  thing,  commanded  the  dead 
•prince  to  rife,  which  he  inftantly  did.   After 
difcourfing  with  him  fome  time,  the  Meffiah 
•faid,  that  he  knew  he  had  been  a  good  man, 
and  therefore  would  readily  grant  whatever 
he  would  aflc :  The  {Mince  begged  that  he 
would  permit  him  to  die,  and  bury  him  in 
the  fame  grave  where  he  formerly  lay.    The 
.Meffiah  condefcended  to  this,  and  buried  him 
•in  the  monument  we  then   faw.     I  faid, 
that   I  was  furprized  that  any  tree,   of  fo 
Xmall  growth,    efpecially  a   thorn,    (hould 
ftill  grow,   it   being   more   than   Seventeen 
hundred  years   fince   Chrift  was  upon  the 
earth  :  He  anfwered,  that  it  never  would  die, 
becaufe,  faid  he,  it  is  a  witnefs  of  that  great 
miracle  which  the  Meffiah  had  performed; 
and  that  it  was  handed  down  to  them  by  tra- 
"  dition  ever  fince  it  happened.     As  it  was  at 
no  great  diftance,  we  went  and  drank  of  this 
well.     The  tree,  feemed  to  be  antient,  and 
upon  the  decay,  though  none  of  us  gave 
great  credit  to  what  the  Mahometan  prieft 
had  told  us* 

At  Derbent,  a  few  of  our  gentlemen  rode 
out  to  take  the  air  one  day.  We  went  up 
the  hill  of  Derbent  to  view  the  country,  and 

fee 
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fee  if  there  was  any  poflibility  to  crofs  over 
the  hill  above  the  city  ;  but  a  centinel  fpying 
us  from  the  walls,  called  out  in  their  language, 
and  immediately  the  walls  were  lined  .with 
Persians  ;  fome  of  them  threw  (tones,  and 
fired  off  fome  pieces,  though  1  fuppofe  not 
with  ball,  as  neither  we  nor  our  horfes  were 
(hot  or  hurt,  nor  did  we  hear  a  whizzing 
noife,  very  perceiveable  if  the  ball  flies  near 
where  you  are.  Of  this  we  made  a  report  tp 
the  ambaflador  at  our  return  to  the  camp. 


CHAP,    xxv: 

Of  our  Journey  to  Baku,  and  of  what  hap- 
pened remarkable  on  the  Road.  .    : 

HAVING  got  every  thing  in  readinefs,  we 
fet  out  on  the  29th  of  January,  and 
continued  our  journey  fouth  and  by  eaft,  ha- 
ling the  fea  on  our  left,  and  the  mountains 
on  our  right  hand,  only  about  feventeen 
verfts.  We  pafled  a  few  brooks  and  one 
fmaU  river,  and  encamped  on  the  fide  of  .a 
wood  called  Turpocala,  having  pafled  thro* 
the  ruined  walls  of  fome  antient  large  city, 
and  three  modern  pitiful '  ruined  villages 
without  inhabitants.  Though  the  jackal  was 
troublefbme  by  howling  in  the  night-time, 
between  Targu  and  Derbent,  yet  it  was  fo 
in  no  companion  to  the  noife  they  made  be- 
tween 
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twecn  Dcrbcnt  and  Baku.  They  are  left 
than  the  wolf,  but  thicker  and  (bagged,  of  a» 
light  brown  folotijr.  They  are  faid  to  be 
purveyors  for  the  lioa  ;  but  I  (poke  with 
none  who  had  ever  fee fi  or  heard  of  lions  be^ 
}Hg  in  this  country  f 

The  Perfians  delight  in  telling  the  mod:  ro* 
fnantic  and  abfurd  fables,  which  can  poffibly 
be  invpnt^d  ;  for  inftance,  they  fay,  that  this 
great  city  was  the  principal  reQdeqee  of  fame 
great  emperors,  who  ruled  over  all  the  hiUy 
country  ;  and  that  Derbent,  at  the  diftancc 
of  feventeen  verfts,  was  only  a  kitchen, 
Iikeways,  %h&  day  before  we  left  Derbent. 
$he  governor  came  to  regulate  our  provisions, 
jyc.  with  Mr  Cherkaflbff,  who  now  went  with 
us,  and  Major  Berezin*  When  our  gentler 
jnen  were  fincerely  pitying  die  dtftrefled 
condition  of  Ptrfia,  which,  though  natorafly 
one  of  the  richeft  countries  in  the  world,  at 
prefent  coukj  jiot  find  provisions  for  oor  in-* 
coniiderable  retinue ;  whereas  Ruflia,  natu-r 
rally  a  much  poorer  country*  found  no  differ 
culty  to  provide  largely  for  five  thoufand 
Perfians  jtnd  horfes,  and  alio  twenty  el*> 
pfamts.  To  this  the  governor  anfyered,  by 
giving  us  a  hiftorical  account  of  .the  nearnds 
of  kin  the'Shachs  of  Perfia  were  to  the  fun, 
moon  and  flan  j  and  at  laft  ended  a  long 
Jumble  of  nonfenfe,  by  faying,  among  other 
<hildifh  vauntings,  that  Nadir  Shach  was  fo 
lfcht  thaf  |ie  could  jprefendy  fill  the  Cafptau 
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Jea  with  gold  and  the  moft  preckms  ftones« 
To  which  Mr  Cherkaflbff  made  anfwer,  that 
lie  cou}d  not  give  credit  to  that,  when  expe* 
jience  made  it  evident  he  could  not  fatisfjr 
his  delicate  appetite  with  a  fiifficienoy  of 
good  provifion, 

On  the  30th,  we  travelled  fouth  through 

a  large  wood,  through  which  two  brook* 

fought  their  paflage  eaft  to  the  Cafpian.    On 

the  fouth  fide  of  this  wood,  we  pafled  on  our 

right  hand  the  ruins  of  a  very  great  village, 

and  a  river  running  by  the  fouth  fide  of  it. 

At  the  diftance  of  nine  verfts  from  our  laft 

camp,  we  pafled  a  ruinous  fquare  fort  with 

lour  baftions,  and  a  very  -  channelly  river. 

We  pafled  the  famous  river  Secura,  running 

eaft,  a  moft  rapid  dream.    The  ford  is  about 

a  verft  broad,  on  the  north  fide  of  which 

(lands  a  miferabje  fquare  caftk,  which  the 

prefent  Shach  built  for  keeping  provifions. 

•We  encamped  on  the  ftuth.fide  of  the  river, 

having  travelled  twenty  verfts. 

On  the  31ft,  we  travelled  fouth  about 
twenty  two  verfts,  thro'  a  pretty  open  coun- 
try, and  encamped  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a 
JhiaU  rivulet,  not  far  from  the  ruins  of  an 
old  fquare  caftk,  a  ruined  village,  and  gar- 
den. 

February  ift,  we  continued  our  march 

.  southward  twenty  verfts  through  a  thorny, 

woody  ground.      We    pafled   eight  rivu- 

jefsj  lour  of  which  happened  to  be  dry, 

and 
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and  encamped  6n  the  north  fide  of  a  (malt 
one.  I  had  a  view  of  an  exceeding  high  hill, 
called  Shadi's  Gorry,  or  the  Shach's  hill,  be- 
caufe  it  is  Reckoned  one  of  the  higheft  by  the 
fea  in  Caucafus. 

We  inarched  from  this  place  on  the  2d, 
continued  our  route  fouth'by  eaft  through  a 
thorny  wood,  whore  I  had  the  misfortune  to 
have  a  lappet  torn  from  my  cofct.  We  paf- 
fcd  five  rivulets,  and  encamped  on  the  fouth- 
weft  of  Soran,  by  foroe  called  Sabran,  at  the 
diflance  of  about  two.verfts,  ncfar  which  is  a 
fquare  caftle  in  bad  wder,  where  five  hun- 
dred men  form  a  garrifon  i  It  is  ftrengthcn- 
ed  with  nineteen  baftions,  and  (lands  upon  a 
plain. 

Here,  it  being  ferene  frofty:  weather,  we 
had  a  good  view  of  the  Shachfs  hill,  fur- 
rounded  with  a  perpendicular  rock,  as  for  as 
we  could  difcover,  and  the  Perfians  feid  that 
about  one-fourth  of  it,  which  we  could  not 
fee,  was  formed  in  the  fame  manner,  fo  that 
no  mortal  ever  was  on  the  top  of  it,  which 
is  all  covered  over  with  fnow,  like  a  bonnet. 
The  fnow  lies  firatum  fuper  ftratunt,  the  low- 
ermoft  is  very  brown,  no  doubt  being  mixed 
with  (brae  fine  duft  carried  up  to  fuch  a 
height  by  violent  winds,  but  the  uppermoft 
fnow  i's  Very  white  and  Iparkling,  and  the 
intermediate  fnow  changes  from  below  up- 
wards from  brown  to  a  perfect  white  colour. 
Having  travelled  twenty  verfts,  our  Captain 
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Bernhour,  having  been  appointed  general- 
quarter-matter,  was  in  ufe  to  go  forward 
with  a  number  of  men  to  mark  out  the 
ground,  and  fee  the  tents  fet  up.  This  day,  * 
the  fancy  fardar  had  the  impudence  to  have 
his  tent  placed  in  the  only  dry  ground,  Bern- 
hour  ordered  the  prince's  Sleeping  tent  to  be 
let  up  immediately  before  his:  The  fardar 
fent  out  fome  of  his  men  to  beat  off  Bern* 
hour,  and  they  we*e  preparing  with  their 
clubs  to  treat  the  captain  very  roughly  ;  up* 
on  which  the  captain  ordered  about  twelve 
men  to  level  their  pieces  at  them;  at  the  fight 
of  which  they  fled,  and  the  mighty  Ami  Ru- 
flan  Khan  called  out  for  fear,  pulled  down 
his  tents,  and  left  the  ground  to  Bernhour* 
When  the  prince  arrived,  a  complaint  was 
lent  of  the  captain's  infolence  to  his  honour. 
The  anfwer  was,  that  the  officers  of  the  em- 
bafly  were  gentlemen,  and  would  be  thought 
unworthy  to  ferve  the  Emprefs,  if  they  would 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  infulted ;  that  Ami 
Ruflan  Khan  may  think  himfelf  very  happy 
in  having  efcaped  fo  eafily  ;  diat  it  was  fur* 
priling  Mr  Bernhour  had  not  ordered  his 
dragoons  to  fire  upon  them.  He  let  the  far* 
dar  know,  that  a  proper  report  of  all  his  ac- 
tions would  be  delivered  to  the  Shach  in  due 
time  ;  and  returned  Mr  Bernhour  thanks  for 
his  gallant  behaviour. 

We  fet  out  early  on  the  3d  day  of  Febru- 
ary, and,   before  the  rear  had  begvn   to 

march, 
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march,  oar  men  were  attacked  by  the  Pet* 
fians  both  in  front  and  rear  at  the  fame  time* 
They  wounded  three  of  our  tnen  with  their 
Jabres  ;  but  we  got  three  prifbncrs,  and  took 
the  arms  from  others,  in  order  to  have  them 
•difcovcred*  Now,  the  (ardar  was  obliged  to 
^punlflt  his  tifen*  who,  We  judged,  had  been 
encouraged  to  this  bale  action  by  himfelf* 

We  travelled  eighteen  verfts  only,  and  en- 
camped by  the  fide  of  Ik  brook,  where  were 
the  veftiges  of  fome  anient  city,  which  the 
Perfian*  faid  had  been  baik  by  Alexander 
the  Great.  Here  a  road  ftruck  off  over  the 
-mountains  to  the  ancient  city  of  Schamachi. 
We  palled  by  and  through  many  deferred 
ruined  villages,  extremely  well  fituated. 

In  company  of  three  of  our  gentlemen, 
we  fpled  a  fow  and  four  wild  pigs.  We 
gave  chair  to  them,  who  ran  towards  a  wood, 
at  about  two  verfts  diftance.  We  frequently 
fired  our  piftols  at  them,  but  without  effect* 
After  the  firft  or  f&ond  fire,  it  was  very  re- 
markable, that  the  piga  did  not  keep  clofe 
together ;  and  that  when  we  were  near,  the 
fow  turned  upon  us,  and  chafed  us  back  to 
a  confiderable  distance:  This  fhe  did  thrice, 
till  (he  had  conveyed  her  young  into  the 
wood.  This  is  fatt  j  and  it  was  beautiful 
to  iee  fuch  affe&ion,  conduft,  and  proweft 
in  fuch  a  brute. 

This  day  we  had  a  fcuffle  with  the  Per- 
sians j  &nd  we  were  likely  to  have  had  otoe 

amongft 
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amongft  ourfelves ;  when  I  alighted  from  my 
horfe,  I  found  my  friend  Captain  Berhour 
in  a  very  crafty  humour;  I  inquired  into 
the  caufe:  He  faid,  that  the  major  had  found 
fault  with  his  difpofing  of  our  camp,  though 
quite  ignorant,  of  the  matter*  and  had  given 
him  fuch  abufive  language  before  fome  of 
the  officers  and  our  men,  that,  it v  was  ift- 
fiifferabfe,  and  unbecoming  an  officer  to  bear ; 
but  he  did  not  well  know  what  to  do  ;  and 
to  complain  to  the  prince  would  not  look 
well,  and  probably  would  nothav?  the  wish- 
ed for  effeft.  I  anfwered,  that  it  was.  well  ' 
known  that  he  began  to  ufe  me  in  a  way 
which  his  fuperiors  never  once  attempted, 
when  we  were  yet  in  Ruilia  :  1  hat  I  thought 
it  was  the  moft  prudent  way  to  endeavour 
to  put  *a  (top  to  his  falHes  at  once.  I  defired, 
therefore  to  fpeak  with  him  privately,  where 
I  laid  my  grievances  before  him  in  a  clear 
and  diflind  manner.  Upon  which  we  con- 
cluded a  friendfhip,  which  never  yet  was 
broken  :  Nor  had  I  any  reafon  to  believe 
that  any  rupture  would  happen  between  us  ; 
and  this  was  accomplilhed  without  any 
noife,  bloodftied,  or  danger  to  me,  as  no  wit- 
nefles  were  prefent. 

The  captain  underload  my  meaning  well, 
and,  towards  fun-fet,  pretended  fome  bufi* 
nefs  with  our  mighty  marfhal.  They  walked 
down  the  fide  of  the  brook,  out  of  the  view 
of  our  camp,  and  there,  without  the  fmalleft  . 
A  a  a  danger, 
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danger,  adjufted  matters  fo  well,  that  the 
major  returned  one  of  the  beft  tempered 
gentlemen  in  our  fuite,  full  of  complaifance 
to  captain  Bernhour,  and  exprefled  no  fmall 
grief  for  the  paffion  he  had  fo  improperly 
put  himfelf  into  at  his  dear  friend  the  cap- 
tain. And  indeed  he  behaved  to  him  ever 
after  with  lingular  deference. 

On  the  4th  we  travelled  thirty^fix  verfts 
farther  fouth,  and  encamped  fourteen  verfts 
to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  peak,  called  Barmach, 
by  Olearius  called  Spits  Barmach,  Barmach 
being  a  Perfian  word,  meaning  a  hand  ;  be- 
caufe  the  top  of  this  rock,  from  the  fea,  re- 
fembles  a  man's  hand,  the  three  middle 
fingers  being  clofed,  the  thumb  a  little  bent, 
and  the  little  finger  ftanding  ere<ft. 

I  wanted  much  to  fee  this  wonderful  hill* 
of  which  I  had  heard  much,  and  had  lately  an 
opportunity  of  reading  Olearius's  defcripriori 
of  it ;  but  I  durft  not  afk  leave,  well  know- 
ing, that  the  prince  Would  not  permit  me. 
Determined,  however,  to  fee  it,  and  rilk  his 
difpleafure,  I  went  forward  to  Captain  Bern- 
hour,  where  I  met  with  our  engineer,  whom 
I  intreated  to  go  alongft  with  me.  His  on- 
ly obje&ion  was,  that,  as  it  was  faid  many 
robbers,  and  fuch  like  wild  people,  inhabited 
that  mountain,  and  as  he  had  no  fire-arms, 
he  durft  not  venture.  I  gave  him  one  of 
my  piftols ;  and  having  about  fixteen  changes 
ready,,  we  agreed,  and  rode  forward  to  the 

foot 
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foot  of  the  mountain f  where  we  left  our 
horfcs,  in  the  firft  caravanfary  I  faw  in  Per- 
fia,  excepting  thofe  in  Derbent,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  Mr  Hanway  aflerts.  We  went 
from  this  up  the  hill  a  great  way.  It  was  a 
very  thick  fog,  fo  that  we  could  fee  at  no 
great  dtfiance  ;  nor  could  we  find  the  road 
which  Olearius  defcribes.  At  laft,  howe- 
ver, we  faw  feveral  rpcks,  but  none  of  them 
agreed  with  Olearius's  account  of  the  peak, 
Amongft  thefe  rocks  we  faw  fome  draggling 
people!  who  fled  from  us.  As  I  was  climb- 
ing up,  very  much  e  fatigued,  I  faid  fome- 
what,  and  expe&ed  an  anfwer ;  but  not 
meeting  with  one,  I  looked  about,  and  my 
companion,  the  engineer,  was  gone  with  my 
piftol.  This  difconcerted  me  altogether : 
,  However,  I  would  not  return  back  till  I  had 
made  a  drifter  fearch  for  Olearius's  road, 
which  proceeded  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  a 
rill  of  water  running  down  the  hill ;  I  there^ 
fore  went  acrofs  the  hill  to  feek  for  this  road, 
I  had  not  travelled  half  a  mile  when  I  heard 
people  talking  rather  below  me  farther  on. 
I  drew  near,  and  could  perceive  that  they 
fpoke  the  Ruffian  language.  I  went  to 
them,  and  had  the  fortune  to  find,  that  it  was 
our  major,  two  officers,  my  brother,  fix  dra- 
goons, and  three  fervams,  with*their  hories, 
at  the  well  and  tree  defcribed  by  Olearius* 
I  was  v^ry  tired  with  my  long  fatigue  ;  but 
injured  them,    that  I  fhould  now  find  the 

road  j 
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road  ;  for  that  was  the  well  and  tree  de- 
fcribed  very;  exactly  by  Olearius.  I  mount- 
ed a  dragoon  horfe,  and  we  rode  a  long  way 
up  a  very  high  fteep  hill  on  the  fbuth  fide  of 
the  rilh  At  laft,  after  much  labour,  we  gained 
the  top  of  one  hill,  and  found  there  a  fpring 
of  excellent  water,  near  a  fmall  village,  all 
in  riiins.  We  were  neceffitated  to  leave  our 
horfes  there,  the  hill  being  too  fteep,  and 
clambered  up  a  very  fteep  green  hill  a  great 
way  upon  our  hancU  and  feet.  At  laft  we 
reached  a  plain,  and,  at  a  very  fmall  di- 
stance, difcovered  a  rock,  which  was  the  peak. 
We  now  turned  north,  keeping  the  peak  on 
our  right  hand  ;  and  fbon/  through  the  fog, 
difcovered  a  great  gate,  with  a  breaft  work 
of  {tone  aboVq  it,  and  holes  for  throwing 
down  (tones,  or  any  thing  elfe,  upon  any 
who  might  come  near  it.  We  entered  this 
gate,  and  proceeded  about  forty  paces,  ha- 
ving the  peak  on  our  right  hand,  and  a  well 
on  the  left.  About  the  middle  of  this  area, 
(the  broadeft  part  of  which  did  not  exceed 
eight  paces,)  we  difcovered  a  fmall  entry  in- 
to a  cave  in  the  peak,  and  an  arched  cellar, 
part  of  it  broken.  If  we  looked  up,  we 
could  not  perceive  the  top  of  the  peak  ;  nei- 
ther could  we  difcover  the  hill  below  us.  If 
we  looked  d*wn,  the  mift  was  fo  thick,  that 
we  could  fee  nothing.  Near  the  fide  of  the 
peak  was  a  hole,  big  enough  to  let  two  men 
*afs  j  but  it  was  alinoft  perpehdic  idar.  Howe- 
ver, 
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ver,  we  faw  fome  ftone  fteps,  which  made  us 
believe  that  this  had  been  fome  fecret  pat 
fage  from  this  place.  This  being  all  we 
could  difcover  here,  we  returned  by  the  fame 
way* we  had  entered,  for  there  was  no  other; 
and,  keeping  the  peak  on  our  left  hand,  did 
not  proceed  far  till  we  came  to  another  very 
fteep  hill,  up  which  we  ferambled  on  hands 
and  feet  to  a  great  height.  At  laft  we  came  to 
a  plain,  upon  which  was  fome  cow-dung ; 
which  confirmed  us,  that  there  was  fome  o- 
ther  way  not  fo  fteep  j  for  we  imagined  that 
cattle  could  not  keep  their  feet  upon  fuch  a 
fteep  hill.  The  top  of  this  green  hill  was 
near  a  femicircle  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  peak, 
(whofe  top  we  could  not  as  yet  fee,)  as  it 
were  forming  the  fegment  of  a  circle.  We 
(earched,  and  at  laft  difcovered  above  us, 
fome  hewn  fteps  of  a  flair,  defcribed  by  O 
learius.  Lieutenant  Ozeroff,  my  brother, 
and  I  purftied  <Sfr  progrefs  upon  crevices  of 
the  rock,  till  we  came  to  the  hewn  fteps, 
which  were  placed  on  different  parts  of  the 
fteep  rock ;  but  where  men  could  get  up 
by  crannies,  there  were  no  fteps.  I  imagine 
there  were  a  hundred  hewn  fteps,  on  the  top 
of  which  was  a  fmall  fquare,  built  with  brick, 
one  fide  of  which  meafured  four  feet.  From 
this  we  pafTed  through  the  top  of  the  rock 
from  the  weft  to  the  eaft  fide,  where  there 
was  another  fquare,  built  round  with  a  ftone 
^all  upon  our  right  hand. 

Hpre 
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Here  we  iiftened,  and  heard  the  embafly 
palling  by,  as  it  were  at  a  great  diilance  from 
us.    There  wa§  a  paflage  leading  from  where 
we  were,  north  about  ten  paces,  having  the 
rock  on  the   weft:  This  paflage  was  not   a 
foot  an4  an  Jialf  broad,  and  we  could  not 
fee  the  bottoip  below  us  for  the  mift ;  if  we 
had*  flipped  *w$  ipuft  have  fallen,  God  only 
knows  how  deep;  however,  we  turned  our 
face  to  the  rock,  and  with  all  our  care  pro- 
ceeded in  this  narrow  tvay  to  the  north,  where 
an  opening,  through  the  rock  led  us  into  a 
fquare  chamber  on  the  weft  fide,  built  round 
with  ftone.     We  faw  a  book  in  a  hole  of  the 
wall  j  we  fuppofed  the  writing  was  Arahfck; 
but  the  coarfe  paper  w$s  fo.  ancient,  that 
when  we  endeavoured  to  bend  it,  it  broke 
like  a  piece  of  ftone:   We  eonfulted  whetlier 
we  fhould  carry  this  with  us  j  but  concluded, 
that,  as  this  place  was  efteemed  facred  by  the 
inhabitants,  it  would  be  a  ftmc  not  far  fliort 
offacrilege,  and  therefore  let  it  remain.  Up- 
on the  fouth  fide  of  this  fquare,  lay  on  9  place 
covered  with  ftones,  many  deers  horns,  to 
the  branches  of  which  were  tied  pieces  of  filk 
of  various  colours}.  It  was  faid,  one  of  the 
Mahometan  prophets  was  buried  here,     We 
fired  twice  out  of  a  piftol  from  this  place;  at 
our  return  we  wondered  that  the  major  and 
his  company  did  not  hear  the  report.     From 
this  place  we  faw  the  tops  of  many  high 
mountains,  rearing  their  lofty  heads  far  a- 
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t>ove  the  clouds  ;    but  the  mift  at  this  time 
was  far  befieath  us. '    The  inhabitants  affirm- 
ed that  Ararat  was  to  be  feen  from  this  place; 
but,    as  we  had  noue  of  them'  with  us,  we 
could  not  tell  whether  we  faw  it  or  not.    By  • 
the  protection  of  God  we  returned  to  our 
companions  in  all  fafety,  after  having  obfer- 
vied  a  very  great  natural  curiofity,  which  was 
a  cylinder  of  ftone  which  flood  on,  and  was 
part  of  the  fouth  fide  or  end  of  the  peak:  \tfe 
computed  it  to  be  about  three  or  four  fathoms 
in  circumference,  and  about  fixty  feet  higher 
than  any  part  of  the  peak;  about  one  fourth 
of  its  height  from  the  top  was  a  hole  of  a 
rhomboidal  figure,    from   whence  Olearius 
lays,  water  iflued;  but  though  the  rock  be- 
low this  hole  was  much  blacker  than  the  reft 
of  die  ftone,  we  faw  no  water  running,  nor 
dropping  from  it.     Th?  inhabitants  fay,  that 
when  the  prophet  Elias  fled' from  King  Ahab, 
he  lodged  on  the  top  of  this  rock,  and  that 
he  fmote  the  ftone  pillar  with  his  fpear,  in 
that  place,  that  he  might  get  water,  withoxit 
-  being  neceffitated  to  go  down  to  the  village  I 
formerly  defcribed ;  and  that  when  he  fmote 
the  ftone  he  flood  upon  the  fquare  built  up- 
on the  top  of  the  ftone  fteps.     To  this  ridi- 
culous ftory  I  made  fome  objections,  fuch  as 
the  height  being  forty  feet  perpendicular  be- 
tween the  bafe  of  the  pillar  and  the  hole  ;  the 
diftance  between  the  bafe  of  the  pillar  and 
the  fquate,  being  near  upon  a  level/  was  a- 
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bout  forty  feet;  thefe  confidered would  make 
the  prophet's  fpear  to  be  more  than  fixty  feet> 
long:  Add  to  this,  that  the  diftance  between, 
the  two  acuteft  angles  of  the  hole  being  more 
than  one  foot  and  an  half,  would  make  the 
fpear  fo  weighty  that  it  would  require  the 
ftrength  of  one  hundred  men  to  raife  it  up, 
and  far  more  make  a  ftroke:  But  fuppofing 
all  this  true,  the  prophet  would  have  been 
put  to  great  trouble,  and  very  much  danger, 
to  get  to  the  root  of  this  cylinder,  upon  the 
top  of  fuch  deep  ragged  rocks,  <&c.  To  all 
which  their  anfwers  were  extremely  eafy,  like 
many  of  our  neighbours.  Wonderful!  un- 
neceffary  miracles,  ufeful  only  to  amufe  and 
captivate  the  airy  phancies  of  the  moft  unrea- 
sonable of  mankind;  wherefore  I  leave  them 
to  their  unconquerable  ignorance. 

After  we  had  defcended  this  wonderful 
hill,  we  mounted  at  the  caravanfary,  and 
rode  to  our  camp  as  fall  as  the  hungry  hor-1 
fes  were  able,  where  at  eight  O'clock  at  night 
we  met  with  a  very  cold  reception  from  the 
prince;  but  as  the  major  was,  by  his  office^ 
regulator  of  the  embaffy,  he  was  obliged  to 
ftand  a  butt  for  us  all ;  however,  he  foon  fled 
the  field,  and  went  to  bed  fupperlels,  where  I 
do  not  think  he  was  much  opprefTed  with 
fleep.  My  appetite,  by  long  fading,  riding, 
and  other  fatigue,  was  keen  fet ;  and  I  was 
determined  even  to  take  the  bit,  and  lend  a 
deaf  ear  to  all  the  prince's  anger,   which,   I 
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knew  well,  proceeded  purely  from  his  father  1 
ly  care  of  fuch  unthinking  youths  as  we  were* 
In  giving  fome  account  of  our  expedition,  I 
was  not  long  in  railing  a  general  laugh  a- 
gainft  the  engineer,  Mr  Shmariggin,  who  ran 
©IF  with  my  piftol  for  fear*  as  I  faid,  of 
ftones;  for  we  had  feen  but  two  or  three 
wild  people*     Dr  Lerch  gave  a  blundering 
account  of  his  having  entered  a  cave  fome 
-where  about  the  bale  of  the  peak,  where  he 
law  many  natives,  men,  women,  and  chil-» 
dren,  with  their,  cows,  and  fome  hens j  but, 
being  quite  fatigued,  was  obliged  to  return 
without  accompKfliing  his  defires.     This  ac- 
count of  the  doctor's  had  almoft  kindled  the 
prince's  anger  the  fecond  time  j  however,  it 
was  diverted  by  other  di£cour(e« 

On  the  5th,  we  travelled  fouth  thro*  a  hilly 
ground,  over  ridges  of  rock,  of  a  dark  co- 
loured, foft  grained  ftone,  lying  eaft  and  weft 
in  many  places  about  forty  verfts,  the  rock 
edging  upwards.  We  palled  by  a  hill  like  a 
cone  on  our  right,  in  form  of  a  fugar-loaf  3 
many  fmall  hills  of  a  red  colour  j  and  many 
black  thick  naphtha  fprings  ?  We  palled  a 
caravanfary  on  our  left,  and  encamped  on 
the  fide  of  a  rivulet  of  very  muddy  water, 
where  was  another  very  good  caravanfary ; 
on  the  north  fide  of  this  rivulet  were  leveral 
naphtha  fprings ;  and  to  the  eaft  a  hill  of  dif* 
ferent  colours. 
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On  the  6th ,  we  proceeded  eaft  and  by 
fouth,  about  thirty  verfts  farther,  pafied  two 
cafavanfaries ;  and  about  feven  verfts  diftant 
from  Baku,  I  vifited  fundry  pure  clear  naph- 
tha wells,  near  a  ruined  village  and  caravan- 
fary :  The  naphtha  was  very  clear  and  pure, 
floating  on  the  furface  of  the  pureft  water, 
from  which  the  natives  fkimmed  it  off,  and 
bottled  it  up,  well  corked,  for  ufe  ;  it  is  very 
little  different  in  colour  from  the  water,  and 
I  believe  nothing  is  more  volatile.  Thefe  wells 
fmell  ftrongly  of  the  naphtha  at  a  confidera- 
ble  diftance;  and  the  profits  arifing  to  the  in- 
habitants, who  colle&ed  it  in  former  times, 
has  been  fo  great,  as  to  encourage  them  to 
furround  thefe  fix  wells  with  (tones  well  po- 
lifhed,  to  contain  the  water  in  litde  bounds  ; 
but  at  prefent  the  few  inhabitants  living  here 
are  fo  poor,  that  I  queftion  if  they  all  toge* 
ther  can  produce  the  value  of  one  crown 
piece*  They  appear  to  be  only  living  fkele- 
tons  covered  with  fkin*  The  naphtha  is  ac- 
counted among  the  natives  inferior  not  to  any 
thing  known,  ufed  as  embrocations,  for  re- 
moving pains :  The  Perfians  imagine,  that 
taken  inwardly  it  is  polfonous ;  but  I  knew 
an  Armenian,  a  ftrong  man  indeed,  who 
drank  off  a  large  quantity,  taking  it  for  fpi- 
rits ;  it  made  him  feverifli  for  a  fhort  time, 
but  did  no  other  harm.  At  a  little  diftance 
eaft  from  thefe  wells  is  a  fmall  pool,  upon 
Which  thick  black  naphtha  floats,  from  three 
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to  five  inches  deep  above  the  water ;  tHe  black 
naphtha  fmells  like  the  white.  In  the  even* 
ing  we  arrived  fafe,  and  encamped  upon  the 
north  Ode  of  Baku,  where  we  ftaid  till  the 
1 2th  day  of  February. 

Baku  is  fituated  in  forty  degrees,  eighty 
minutes  north  latitude,  and  fifty  degrees  eaft 
longitude ;  is  a  very  fmall  city9  built  upon 
the  fide  of  the  Cafpian,  of  the  figure  of  a  fe~ 
micircle,  inclofed  by  a  high  ftrong  wall,  for* 
tified  with  baftions,  but  altogether  irregular; 
wherefore  the  Ruffians,  when  it  was  in  thek 
pofleflion,  made  an  out-wall  very  regular* 
well  ftrengthened  with  good  baftions,  all  of 
ftone  work;  without  which  they  formed  a 
broad  deep  dry  ditch;  but  the  Perfians  not 
knowing  the  ufefulnefs  of  thefe  works,  have 
abandoned  them,  tho'  in  good  repair,  and 
remain  within  their  old  ufelefs  wall.     In  this 
city  was  a  palace,  a  noble  pile  of  building,  all 
of  ftone  work,  part  of  it  yet  (landing  ;  the 
reft  was  deftroyed  by  the  Ruffian  bombs, 
when  they  befieged  it  from  the  fea.     It  is 
faid,  that  none  of  the  Perfians  had  ever  feen 
a  bomb  before  this  fiege :  That  in  the  evening 
when  the  bomb-catch  was  warped  into  dieir 
harbour,  and  properly  ftationed,  they  began 
to  throw  bombs  into  the  city ;  fome  of  them 
fell  in  the  market-place,  about  which  many 
of  the  inhabitants  gathered,  wondering  what 
it  could  mean,  which  the  burfting  of  them 
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foon  difcovered,  with  the  burning  and   de- 
ftru&ion  of  their  houfes. 

The  governor  of  the  city,  who  was  admi- 
ral, fent  to  the  prince  to  defire,  that  our  men 
and  officers  might  be  reftrained  from  going 
into  the  city  at  any  time  in  great  numbers. 
This  was  agreed  to:  They  were  probably  a- 
fraid  that  we  had   fome  defign  to  feize  it, 
which,   if  we  had,  would  not  have  proved 
difficult,  confidering  that  a  great  number  of 
our  men,  and  all  the  Talkoners,  attending 
the  horfes  and  prefents,  were  in  the  city. 
Great  fields  of  faffron  were  planted  here; 
but  we  had  no  fewel  whatfoever,and  the  wea*> 
ther  proved  extremely  cold  from  a  (harp 
north  wind,     'fhe  inhabitants  make  ufe  of 
no  other  fewel  than  black  naphtha*  baked  up 
with  a  little  dry  earth  and  fand,  which,  thus 
mixed,  they  form  into  balls  about  the  bignefs 
of  hand  granadoes,  three  of  which,  they  af- 
firm,   are  fufficient  to  heat  an    oven    for 
baking  their  bread,  which  fmells  very  difa^ 
greeably;  but  we  were  obliged  to  eat  of  it 
daily.      Naphtha  and  faffron  compofe  the 
flapie  trade  from  this  port*    Many  provinces 
on  the  Cafpian  fea  ufe  no  other  fewel  than 
black  naphtha;  they  burn  it  alfo  in  their 
lamps.  * 

Some  confufion  happened  to  break  out  a* 
roong  the  mountaineers  called  Lefgees;  this 
was  the  caufc,  that  Ami  Ruflan  Khan  was 
obliged  to  leave  us  with  the  greateft  part  of 
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his  forces,  whom  we  never  faw  after  this. 
Upon  the  heights,  ac  lbme  diftance  from  Ba- 
ku, are  fome  watch-towers,  fuch  as  thofe 
near  Derbent.    I  went  one  day  to  hunt  with 
fome  of  our  gentlemen  on  the  hills  of  Apfhe- 
ron,  fituated  about  four  verfts  north  from 
Baku,  where  we  killed  fome  antelopes,  and  a 
bare:  The  north  fide  of  thefe  hills,  near  the 
lea,  is  very  fteep,  extremely  high,  and  fright* 
fome  to  look  down  upon  the  plains  below : 
From  this  we  had .  an  imperfeft  diftant  view 
of  the  fquare  where  the  everlafting  fire  was 
kept. 

I  (hall  not  take  up  the  reader's  timeto  give 
an  account  of  Zoroafter,  nor  his  fucceffors, 
who  were  the  ftrft  worfhippdrs  of  fire,  as  Mr 
Hanway  has  done,  nor  follow  his  example, 
in  defcribing  feveral  arched  temples  of  ten  or 
fifteen  feet  high,  which  at  prefent  have  no 
exiftence,  and  probably  never  had,  nor  will 
I  take  upon  me  to  defcribe  a  horizontal  gap 
in  the  cleft  of  a  rock,  two  feet  deep  from  the 
ground,  near  fix  long,  and  about  three  feet 
broad,  out  of  which,  he  fays,  iffiits  a  con- 
ftant  flame,  which  rifeth,  when  the  wind 
blows,  eight  feet  high,  but  burns  lower  when 
it  is  calm  weather,  and  how  the  inhabitants 
burn  lime  with  this  wonderful  holy  fire;  be- 
caufe  all  thefe  prodigies  were  invifible  to  e~ 
very  one  of  our  gentlemen;  nor  did  the 
priefts,  who  were  very  ready  to  fhow  our 
people  every  curiofity,  fay  any  thing  about 
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them,  neither  were  filch  wopders  known  to  I 
die  inhabitants  of  Baku,  nor  to  the  chiefs  of 
the  Perfian  army,  with  whom  we  converfed 
daily,  and  made  all  poffible  enquiry  about 
their  wonders  and  curiofitics.  But  here 
follows  a  very  true  account  of  what  is  to  be 
found  worth  notice  there. 

On  the  nth,  our  ambaflador  with  many 
of  his  gentlemen  went  to  fee  this  famous 
fire*  After  they  had  parted  over  the  hills  in- 
to the  plain  on  the  north  fide  of  them,  cfi- 
ftant  from  Baku  about  five,  or  at  moft  fix 
rerfts,  they  entered  into  a  fmall  fquarc  dike, 
built  with  ftotie,  the  area  of  which  would 
fcarcely  be  half  an  acre  of  ground,  Scots 
meafure.  The  foil  was  a  pure  fluxible  (and* 
Within  this  area,  was  a  well  of  fpring  water t 
the  furfkee  of  which  was  covered  over  with 
pure  white  naphtha  :  but  a  few  inches  lower 
than  the  general  furface  of  the  fandy  area* 
Our  company  only  faw  one  poor  room,  where 
thefe  wonderful  works  are  faid  to  be  feen, 
and  another  mean  apartment  where  the  vota- 
ries lived,  the  number  of  whom  at  that  rime 
did  not  exceed  forty.     They  gladly  intro- 
duced our  gentlemen  into  the  room  I  fpoke 
4>f  above,  where  was  a  place  apart,  like  our 
hearths,  which  you  may,  with  Hanway,  call 
their  altar :  In  this,  being  pure   land,  were 
placed  a  few  hollow  reeds :  One,  by  way   of 
pre-eminence,  was  in  the  middle,  and  larger 
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than  the  reft,  to  which  other  reeds  were 
clofely  joined,  Co  as  to  form  three  openings 
at  the  top,  out  of  which  iffiied  three  pale 
blue  flames.    At  this   time,  fome  of  thefe 
reeds  were  extinguifhed :  But,  that  the  am* 
baflador  and  his  company  might  fee  them 
all  at  work,  they  brought  a  veflel  with  pure  , 
naphtha,    and  poured   fome  of  it  on  the 
{and  about  the  reed,  and  with  a  bit  of  burn- 
ing paper  fet  the  naphtha  exhaling  through 
the  reed  on  fire.  This  is  a  true  account  of  the 
everlafting  fire  at  Apflieron ;  all  other  ftoriea 
wrote  about  it,  by  which  they  have  impofed 
upon  the  world,  never  before  dete&ed,  as 
far  as  I  know,  are  groundlefs  :  And  indeed, 
it  is  to  be  lamented  that  bodies  of  credulous, 
otberways  learned  men,  fhould  fubmit  to  be 
fo  grofsly  impofed  upon,  by  falfe  and  fabu- 
lous accounts  of  things. 

There  are  a  few  iflands  eaft  from  Apfhe- 
ron  yielding  plenty  of  the  different  naph- 
thas called  in  the  Ruffian  language  Svetoi 
Ofirophi,  or  Holy  iflands :  I  know  of  no- 
thing more  remarkable  about  Baku,  except 
that  its  port  for  finall  veflcls  is  juftly  efteem- 
ed  the  beft  on  the  Cafpian,  being  defended 
from  the  fiiry  of  the  fea  by  fome  iflands 
on  the  eaft,  which  break  the  force  of  the 
waves. 
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CHAP.    XXVI. 

A  Continuation  of  the  Atobajfador**  Journey  to 
Sbamachee. 

HAVING  taken  our  horfe&and  the  reft 
of  the  prefents  for  the  Shach,  out  of 
this  city,  and  put  on  board  one  of  the  go* 
vernment's  (hips  to  be  fent  for  Aftrachan  all 
the  baggage  we  could  fpare,  with  our  fleep- 
uig  waggons,  we  marched  from  this  poor 
cityf  with  our  half  ftarved  horfes  on  the  1 2  th, 
and  encamped  near  the  caravanfary  which 
we  patted  by  on  the  6th*  This  day9  at 
this  place,  we  fpent  in  fitting  every  thing 
for  carriage. 

On  the  1 3th,  in  the  morning,  being  veiy 
tempeftuous  weather,  we  marched  fouth 
and  by  eaft,  through  the  valleys  amongft 
high  hills,  whofe  fummits  were  black  with 
naphtha,  till  we  came  to  the  fea-fhore,  or 
rather  a  lake  bordering  upon  it,  having  a 
pyramidical  rock  in  the  middle  of  it :  We 
travelled  over  fea-glafs  in  many  places,  and 
palled  by  two  caravanfarys,  and  turning 
fomewhat  more  wefterly,  encamped  near  a 
very  grand  caravanfary  at  the  fide  of  the 
fea,  where  are  two  wells  clofe  together,  co- 
vered with  ftone;  the  one  contains  very 
frefh  water,  the  other  faltifh:  Here  we  re- 
mained 
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Attained  all  night,  haViftg  travelled  no  fewer 
than  thirty  verftsf,  vfith  Our  fetigued  hungry 
horfes. 

On  the  1 4th,  We  itiarched  thirty  verfta 
this  day,  dife&ing  our  aourfe  ©wo  miles 
wefterly,  by  the  fide  of  a  very  barren  hilU 
We  parted  through  a  fivef,  Over  which  was 
built  a  (lately  bridge  of  hewn  ftotle*  confift- 
irtg  only  of  one  large  arfch  ;  pafted  by,  and; 
Over,  feveral  ftoiiy  bills,  and  gttat  plenty  *f 
pare  fea-glafs,  the  nioft  excelleht  I  ever  iaWt 
fuch  as  lanthorn*  are  ffet|ueiitly  made  of. 
We^  having  palftd  many  mountains,  tontl- 
tiu^d  our  march  ne*t  Over  fotile  Arable  lands. 
We  pafTed  by  &  Very  high  hill,  at  lib  great 
diftance,  to  the  foUth  knd  a  (mall  ctfravaii- 
fary  on  the  ndrth.  This  hill  *a$  round  near 
the  top,  but  the  vety  fummk  looked  iA  if  It 
had  been  cut  through  froift  fotath  to  north 
by  ri  dedp  foffitr  We  were  told  that  In  the 
year  I728,  it  voftrited  fire,  and  that  it  con- 
tinued td  fittoke  for  £  long  titfift  after  thafc 
t  would  gladly  have  vifited  it,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  a  broad  tong  lake  between  it  and 
our  road.  Near  the  end  of  this  day's  jour- 
ney we  palled  another  mountain!  at  no  great 
tSftance  oh  the  north,  which,  the  fun  Alin- 
ing bright*  fprarkled  Eke  diamonds.  Dr 
Lerch,  Mr  Rafe,  and  T  rode  toward*  ii+ 
where  we  found  fomte  fea-glafs  and  many 
lafge  pieces  of  natural  cryftal.  I  cofle&ed 
many,  bdt  they  wore  ftolen  from  me  after** 
C  c  c  wards. 
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wards*  We  parted  a  narrow  deep  river  o- 
ver  a  fmall  ftone  bridge,  and  encamped  on 
the  north  weft  fide  of  it ;  where  the  ground 
was  all  borrowed  with  fnakes  ;  for  which 
reafon  I  palled  the  night  without  much 
fleep. 

On  the  1 5th,  we  fet  out  at  right  o'clock 
%A.  M.  and  marched  down  by  the  fide  «f 
this  fmall  rivulet,  having  riling  ground  on 
our  left.     We  now  directed  our  courfe  W. 
N.   W.  or   thereabout,    occafioncd  by  the 
mountains,  till  we  came  to  a  meanly  ford* 
.  fied  city,  called  Navagic,  pafling  by  the  in- 
habitants, who  were  encamped  about  a  mile 
en  the  fouth  fide  of  it;  they  were  very  poor. 
But  perceiving,  at  a  corner  of  their  camp, 
ibmething  like  a  fold,  Mr  CherkefToff  and  I 
rode  up  to  the  entry  which  was  clofed>  there 
We  few  three  very  beautiful  women  feparafr- 
ing  the  reeds  with  their  hands,  of  which 
this  fold  was  made,  to  get  a  view  of  our 
men  as  they  pafled  by.     One  of  them  not 
perceiving  us,  went  into  a  fmall  hut,  the 
xloor  of  which  was  open  to  us.  She  fell  down 
on  her  knees  with  her  face  to  us,  and  {mote 
:her  breaft  twice  with  violence,  but  at  fall 
perceiving  us  gazing  at  her,  gave  a  fhrick, 
upon  which  the  other  two  threw  their  vails 
over  their  faces,  and  fled  into  the  fartheft 
•part  of  the  hut.     The  woman  who  (mote 
her  breaft  was  a  very  great  beauty.     She 
Jiowever  had  no  fooner  given  the  alarm  than 
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a  Perflan  came  briskly  towards  the  gate,  in 
a  threatening  manner.  Then  Mr  Cherkdffbff, 
who  underftood  their  language  well,  defined 
Hie  to  get  ready  a  piftol :  I  did  fi>,  as  did 
he9  and  this  put  a  ftop  to  Ms  fury  ;  he  then 
flood  and  defired  us  to  be  gone;  telling  us 
that  in  Perfia,  it  was  looked  upon  in  a  very 
ill  light  to  be  gazing  upon  other  men's 
wives.  Mr  Cherkeflbff  and  he  argued  the 
matter,  and  I  believe  we  parted  good  friends. 
Mr  Cherkeflbff  faid,  that  he  believed  that  the 
woman  who  fmote  her  bread  was  a  Chriftian, 
and  probably  bewailed  her  condition:  If 
(he  was,  lhe  was  mueh  to  be  pitied,  and  if 
(he  had  made  her  retreat  to  our  camp,  I  am 
perfuaded  (he  would  have  been  protected. 
When  we  had  palled  the  city,  we  rode 
over  a  very  high  mountain,  and  with 
fbme  difficulty  led  our  horfes  down  the 
fouth  fide,  where  it  was  very  fteep,  and 
encamped  upon  the  fide  of  a  frefli  water 
lake.  The  Prince  and  dragobna  were  ob- 
liged to  go  a  considerable  way  about,  by  the 
north  end  of  this  hill ;  becaufe  it  was  impoi- 
fible  for  his  coach  to  drive  over  it.  As  we 
were  coming  down  the  hills,  we  faw  about 
four  hundred  women,  riding  from  a  'city 
called  Salian  to  the  Perfians  who  efcorted  us. 
It  was  faid  that  they  were  foldiers  wives  ; 
but  I  rather  believe  they  were  lewd  women, 
who,  for  a  fmaU  tax,  are  permitted  to  be  any 
tpan's  bedrfeUow,  and  protected  by  the  go- 
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vernjnent  in  Ferfia  5  but  we  were  toW.  thsi* 
they  were  obliged  jp  ojjfer  their  feryiccs  to 
Shach?s  army  when  it  happened  to  pafs  any 
ioty  where  they  lived,  We  acquainted  the 
prince,  that  we  had  feen  3  great  number  of 
|bch  ladies  ;  upon  wJufih  he  gave  orders  that 
the  /centioeU  Chou)4  permit  none  of  them  to 
eooie  into  pu.r  camp  i»  the  night-time ;  but, 
a  few  d«» ys  had  n°^  pafled,  when  we.  were 
well  allured  tha$  £>*»«  of  pur.  young  men 
had  been  familiarly  acquainted  with  fofne  of 
them  that  night;  and  the  greateft  part  of 
them  returned  to  Salian  earjy  ne$t  morning* 

We  travelled  from  this  on  the  i6th»  thm' 
«.  very  low  fandy>  foil,  nearly  north  north- 
weft,  having  paged  through  all  the  moon' 
f^ins  of  Caucafus.  We  ftill  kept  the  other 
jjlde  of  the  fauie  mountains  on  our  right  hand, 
$nd  morafles  and  lakes  on  our  left ;  here 
jvas  great  variety  of  game.  We  encamped, 
having  travelled,  more  than  twenty  verfts,  on 
the  fide  of  a  lake,  where  were  ycry  many 
antelopes  and  wild  fwine. 

On  the  17th,  we  proceeded  from  this  a- 
bout  eight  o'clock  A.  M.  twenty-four  verfts 
only  through  a  dirty  deep  clay  ground, 
which  fatigued  our  camels  and  horfes  ex* 
ceedingly,  and  encamped  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  fame  marfti  1  fppke  of  yefterday, 
which  now  pu*  on  the  appearance  of  » 
great  river.  We  fet  up  our  tents  upon 
a  rifing  ground,  from  whence,  the  auno* 
fphere  being  very  ferene,  we  got  a  view  of 
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tbe  frozen  hoary  topjj  of  fome  of  the  hlgheft 
bills  in  Caucafus,  of  which  a  prince,  named 
Sbymei  is  Lord,  and  reigns  independent  of 
any  other,  and  has  hitherto  been  unconquer- 
able. 

Nadir  {Jbach  difdained  the  advice  given 
him  by  his  experienced  generals,  and  the 
wifeft  of  his  fcounfel,  who  endeavoured  to 
diflbade  hint  from  profecuting  a  projeft  he 
bad  formed  to  reduce  this  chieftain,  who,  at 
no  tifne,  is  able  to  take  the  field  with  an  ar- 
my exceeding  five  thoufand  men.  |n  vain 
(lid  they  rpprefent  the  ftqperiduous  height  and 
dangerous  fteepnefs  of  thefe  frozen  headed 
lulls,  the  impoffibility  of  procuring  provifions 
for  men*  and  of  taking  the  (mailed  artillery 
with  them  ;  the  unfurmoun table  difficulties 
in  parting  fuch  precipices  of  froft,  well  de-? 
{ended  againft  all  oppofition  by 'many  im- 
pregnable forts,  and  the  hardieft  people  in 
f  he  world,  inured  from  their  infancy  to  all 
hardships,  accounting  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers delightful,  who  not  only  with  esle  bafled 
all  attempts  formed  againft  them  by  his  great 
prcdeceflor,  Abbas  the  Great,  but  had  the  re* 
folution  to  gaul  his  own  armies  whenever 
fhey  palled  this  way. 

Their  arguments  availed  nothing;  he  had 
bumbled  the  Turks,  conquered  India,  Bucha- 
ria,  and  Chiva,  and  was  determined  to  hum<* 
.  ble,  or  annihilate  the  race  of  Shymei:  That 
he  might  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  bravery  of 
\x\s  troops,  and  have  the  direction  of  every 
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thing  needful,  he  put  hiroielf  at  the  head  of 
twenty  thoufand  of  his  beft  men,  and  mount* 
td  the  hills;  but  returned  in  about  four  or  five 
days  thereafter,  with  fcarcely  four  thoufand 
men,  in  great  mifery*  being  wounded,  be- 
numbed, quite  fatigued,  and  ftarved  with 
hunger. 

On  the  1 8th,  weprofecuted  our  journey 
through  deep  clay  ground,  and  after  we  had 
palled  by  three  villages  in  ruins,  and  a  few 
inconfiderable  brooks,  we  encamped  upon 
the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  new  Shamachee. 
Nadir  Shach  had  deftroyed  old  Shamachee, 
fituated  fifteen  verfts  amongft  the  hills  to  the 
north-eaft,  and  built  this  new  town.  We  tra- 
velled north-weft  by  north  twenty  verfts  this 
day  in  a  continued  rain. 

We  remained  in  this  camp  till  the  28th, 
The  remaining  part  of  this  day  was  taken  up 
in  fecuripg  our  tents  with  ropes,  and  making 
fmall  trenches  about  every  one  of  them,  to 
protect  us  from  the  violence  of  wind  and  rain, 
to  which  we  very  foon  experienced  this  place 
vciy  fubjpft.  Thofe  who  did  not  follow  the 
advice  given,  had  their  tents  thrown  down, 
and  thofe  who  did  not  form  a  fmall  trench 
about  their  tents,  in  a  fhort  time,  were  obliged 
to  fit  or  ly  upon  the  wet  floor,  and  fome- 
times  the  water  ran  down  the  declining  green 
•plain  in  fuch  a  quantity,  that  it  would  have 
reached  above  one's  ancles.     Such  heavy 
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Hidden  rams  are  only  to  be  feen  here  and  in 
Giland. 


C  HAP.    XXVlL 

jt  Defcription  of  Sbamachee,  and  an  Account 
of  what  happened  till  we  paffed  the  Cur  a. 

THIS  Shamachee  is  a  very  new  city*  ono 
of  Nadir  Shach'a  building,  diftant,  as  we 
were  told,  fifteen  verffa  only  from  old  Sha* 
machee.  It  is  lituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
Caucafus,  immediately  under  the  lull,  on  a 
plain .  ground,  in  form  of  a  parallelogram* 
The  fouth  and  north  fides  of  the  high  brick 
walls  are  ftrengthened  by  ten  baftions  each, 
diftant  the. one  from  the  other  forty  paces* 
Without  the  brick  wall  was  a  high  rampart  of 
earth,  and  a  broad  ditch  almoft  filled  up  with 
tiaftinefs.  The  eaft  and  weft  fides  are 
ftrengthened  by  nine  baftions  each.  No  can* 
non  are  mounted  on  the  walls.  Three  prin- 
cipal ftreets  run  from  fouth  to  north  in 
ftraight  lines :  They  are  but  narrow,  all  pa* 
ved,  and  interfered  by  a  number  of  fmall 
lanes,  at  right  angles,  from  eaft  to  weft* 
A  large  fquare  is  formed  in  the  middle  of  the 
city  for  their  market-place,  in  which  we  faw 
a  very  few  fmall  iron  cannons*  This  city 
was  more  populous  than  both  Derbent  and 
J3aku  put  together,  and  yet  I  imagine  there 
"*  are 
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-are  feifr  villages  in  Scotland,  confifting  of'oite 
hundred  houfes,  which  are  not  more  popu- 
lous than  it  was,  and  this  was  but  of  Abort 
duration.  We  fav*  Hot  a  good  houfe  in  the 
tvhole  city*  and  but  a  fetf  miferable  caravan- 
farays*  The  city  is  inhabited  by  a  very  few 
Perfians,  Armenians,  (Georgians,  Indians, 
and  Tartars.  The  day  before  we  left  this 
place,  in  company  with  Mr  Bernhour,  Dr 
Lerch,  Mr  Raafe,  an  interpreter,-  ind  a  few 
of  our*  dragoons*  having  obtained  leave  of 
the  prince,  I  vifited  this  city*  arid  found  it  to 
anfwer  tl»  above  ctefcriptlori. 

As  we  patted  through  the  ftfeets,  we  faw 
the  diftreffed  inhabitants/  amongft  whom 
-■ivere  the?  prindpal  merchants,  marked  with 
▼ariditif  appearances*  eff  mifery*  Some  were 
feverely  baftinadoed  on  the  foles  df  the 
feeft ;  bthertf  were  fitting  on  the  fides  of  the 
Greets,  with  their  necks  mclofed  in  triangles 
of  wood,  And  their  right  hands  fecuredin  a 
ftote  made  at  one  of  the  angles,  referred 
for  the  like  torture.  Every  one  6f  then* 
complained  of*  want  and  hunger  j  and  aB 
this  cruelty,  horrfcl  to  human  nature,  was 
inflifted  to  extort  from  them  mote  taoney 
than  they  could  poflibly  raife* 

We,  being  very  much  fatigued  with  walk- 
ing, went  into  a  caravanfara,  and  entered  A 
filveiHfimth'sfliop.  Th<i  poor  people,  Armeni- 
ans, offered  us  each  a  drink  of  excellent  w*- 
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ter,  which  was  moft  agreeable  to  .us.  As  we 
could  not  (peak  but  by  an  interpreter,  the 
people  were  (hy  to  give  an  account  of"  the 
caufe  of  all  this  cruelty,  but  told  us  that  ma- 
ny of  the  inhabitants  had  fealed  up  their 
(hops  and  fled,  as  they  thought  to  the  moun- 
tains :  They  (aid,  that  the  Perlians  feldom 
deftroyed  leals,  though  they  made  410  helita- 
tion  to  break  open  locks.  When  we  were 
fitting  there,  a  very  reverend  like  old  Arme- 
nian merchant,  with  a  gray  beard,  came  to 
us,  and,  in  good  Ruffian  language,  entreat- 
ed us  to  go  into  his  (hop,  where  it  was  more 
convenient  to  eafe'our  wearied  limbs.  We 
followed  him,  at  which  he  exprefled  great  fa- 
tisfa&ion. 

We  were  no  fooner  feated,  than  he  order- 
ed a  young  man  to  dig  the  ground  in  the 
middle  of  the  (hop.  About  a  foot  deep,  he 
difcovered  the  cover  of  a  large  earthen  jar ; 
he  carefully  took  the  earth  away,  and  a 
cement  which  joined  it  to  the  body  ;  thefe 
impediments  being  removed,  in  a  large  flag- 
gon,  he  prefented  us  with  the  moft  agreeable 
red  wine  I  ever  tafted,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
no  Burgundy  was  comparable  to  it,  far  ex- 
ceeding any  wine  I  had  ever  tafted  ;  even,  in 
our  opinion,  fliirafs,.  the  moft  famed  wine 
in  Pcrfia,  was  nothing  in  companion  to  it. 
A  very  fmall  quantity  of  this,  being  a  rich 
cordial,  not  only  made,  us  ibon  forget  our 
fatigue,  but  infpired  us  with  brifknefs  and 
D  d  d  courage 
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courage  enough  to  apprehend  no  danger  and 
rifk  any  thing.  The  old  Armenian  alio  re- 
galed our  dragoons  plentifully,  but  he  drank 
very  little  :  He  faid,  that  he  had  made  this 
wine  from  dried  grapes  about  four  years  be- 
fore we  came  there,  and  was  very  well  plea- 
fed  that  it  was  Co  good,  faying,  that  he  never 
had  opened  the  head  of  the  jar  fince  it  was 
firft  cemented.  When  our  landlord  obferved 
that  the  wine  had  warmed  our  fenfes,  he  told 
us  that  he  properly  was  a  Ruffian  fubjed,  ha- 
ving been  born  in  Aftrachan,  but  that  he  had 
been  long  in  Perfia  ;  that  he  was  in  great 
danger  of  being  feized  and  tortured  by  the 
Perlians ;  that  hitherto  he  had  efcaped  their 
tyranny,  by  declaring  that  he  was  a  Ruffian 
fubje&,  and  would  claim  the  protection  of 
the  Ruffian  ambaflador ;  but,  he  faid,  that 
after  the  ambaflador  was  gone,  they  would 
put  their  threats  in  execution,  and  he  could 
by  no  means  get  out  of  the  city,  the  two 
gates  of  which,  one  was  on  the  fouth  and 
the  other  on  the  north,  were  kept  ftrittly 
watched  day  and  night,  to  prevent  any  of 
the  inhabitants  from  making  their  efcape. 

We  having  heard  what  he  had  to  fay,  pro- 
mifed  to  take  him  to  our  camp.  This  being 
what  he  much  defired,  he  put  up  fome  va- 
luable things,  locked  and  fealed  his  door ; 
and  having  given  fome  directions  to  his  fer- 
vant,  went  with  us. 
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At  the  gate  the  Pcrfians  attempted  to  lay- 
hold  of  him.  Our  dragoons,  by  the  cap* 
tain's  order,  drew  their  broad  fwords,  and 
ftood  on  their  defence.  At  firft  they  knock- 
ed down  a  few  of  them  with  their  fwords, 
and  the  reft  let  us  pafs.  The  interpreter 
told  them,  that  he  was  a  Ruffian  fubjett,  go- 
ing to  pay  hisrefpefts  to  the  ambaflador. 
Next  morning  a  complaint  was  made 
of  our  behaviour.  The  ambaflador  pro- 
tected the  man,  but  privately  reproved 
us,  and  difcharged  us  from  intermeddling  in 
the  peoples  affairs  for  the  future^  though  he 
was  not  ill  pleated,  after  we  had  informed 
him  of  every  diing  which  we  obferved. 

Loud  complaints  having  been  made  by 
the  ambaflador  againft  Ami  Rufslan  Khan, 
and  the  governor  of  Derbent  to  Nadir  Shach, 
who  was  now  quelling  a  formidable  rebellion 
which  had  broke  out  in  Kirmania,  on  the 
fouth  of  Perfia ;  thefe  complaints  were  fent 
to  him  by  our  Captain  PofTet,  who  returned 
here  in  company  with  Kulipha  chief  prieft  of 
Perfia,  and  one  of  the  Shach's  principal 
counfellors,  who  had  formerly  refided  many 
years  ambaflador  from  Perfia  at  the  court  of 
St  Peterfburgh,  and  fpoke  the  Ruffian  lan- 
guage tolerably.  This  Kulipha  condemned 
the  f  ardar  and  governor's  conduct,  difap- 
proving  of  evdry  thing  they  had  done  ;  tell- 
ing the  prince,  that  no  better  could  have  been 
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expe&ed  from  them,  feeing  they  were  no 
better  than  Ifhecks,  which  is  the  moft  diG- 
refpe&ful  word  in  Perfia;  and  the  per- 
fon  who  ufes  the  expreflion  is  underftood 
to  hold  them,  of  whom  he  fpeaks,  in  the  ut- 
moft  contempt  ;  it  fignifying  afles.  Kuli* 
pha  faid,  that  they  were  intrepid,  refolute 
foldiers,  which  was  the  reafon  that  the  Shach 
had  railed  them  to  fuch  high  ftatibns  ;  but 
that  an  order  was  making  out  to  put  the  go^ 
vernor  to  death,  for  having  caufed  murder 
.the  Ruffian  Circaffian,  formerly  taken  notice 
of.  He  promiled,  on  his  part,  to  find  the 
prince  and  his  retinue  in  every  thing,  as  far 
as  was  in  his  power  ;  but  with  a  downcaft 
countenance  faid,  that  Perfia  was  in  mourn- 
ing; and  acknowledged  the  impoflibility  of 
providing  for  fuch  a  brilliant  embafly,  from  fo 
glorious  a  monarch  as  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
*in  the  manner  he  could  have  wifhed:  And 
concluded  by  faying,  that  the  Shach  would 
not  fail  to  manifeft  his  goodnefs,  by  the 
great  prefents  which  he  was  defigned  to  make 
to  the  prince,, and  alfo  to  his  followers.  He 
then  produced,  as  he  faid,  a  letter  from  the 
Shach  to  the  ambafTador,  inclofed  in  a  green 
filk  purfe,  wrought  with  gold  ;  placed  it  on 
his  forehead,  as  a  mark  of  the  greateft  re- 
fpeft,  and  offered  it  to  the  prince,  who 
would  not  touch  it,  but  defired  Kulipha  to 
fey  it  on  the  table,  faviug  that  he  had  been 
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informed  that  the  Sophies  of  Perfia  ufed  to 
{end  orders  and  different  kinds  of  mandates 
to  foreign  ambatiadors  ;  but  that  he  was  a 
plenipotentiary,  and  reprefented  the  per- 
ion  of  the  Emprefs,  and  was  determined 
never  to  receive  any  orders,  unlei's  he 
was  fo  commanded  by  his  own  Emprefs ; 
and  ended  his  difcourfe  by  faying,  that  he 
would  fooner  lofc  all  above  his  ftioulders  than 
fubmit  to  fuch  indignity :  And  thus  they 
parted* 

Next  morning,  before  we  proceeded  on 
our  journey,  the  prince  fent  for  Kulipha, 
and  warmly  reproached  him,  for  endeavour* 
ing  to  deceive  him  at  the  very  firft  inter- 
view ;  telling  him,  that  it  was  no  letter,  but 
a  mandate  ;  and  ordered  him  to  take  it  up, 
and  make  what  ufe  of  it  ^he  pleafed  ;  afliu> 
ing  him,  that  none  had  touched  it,  except 
his  iecretary ;  and  in  a  ferious  manner,  for- 
bade him  to  behave  fo  for  the  future. 

This  weighty  affair  being  ended,  wefet  out 

from  Shamachee  on  the  28th  of  February,  and 

•  travelled  only  fifteen  verfts  fouth,  through  a 

marfhy  plain,  and  encamped  on   the  banks 

of  a  dirty  brook. 

March  ift,  we  fet  out  at  eight  o'clock  A. 
M.  and  travelled  only  fifteen  verfts  farther, 
ever  a  fandy  foil,  not  being  able  to  pro- 
ceed through  a  morafs  till  the  roads  were 
repaired,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the 
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fore-mentioned  brook,  and  fide  of  the  mo- 
rafs.    Here  we  found  great  variety  of  game. 

This  day  We  were  iuformed,  that,  in  the 
night-time,  after  we  left  Shamachee,  the  Lef» 
gees  entered  that  city  without  refiftance,  and 
carried  off  all  the  miferable  inhabitants,  and 
their  effe&s,  to  their  country,  leaving  only 
the  governor,  and  about  fifty  foldiers, 
frightened,  in  a  ftrong  place  of  the  city  : 
That  the  inhabitants  had  privately  follicited 
their  affiftance,  and  had  readily  opened  the 
north  gate  to  them.  At  night  our  Armeni- 
an having  bought  a  horfe,  departed  from 
us  to  the  hills,  to  look  after  his  affairs.    . 

On  the  2d  we  could  only  with  difficulty 
pafs  over  this  morafs,  the  roads  were  fo  very 
bad,  and  fpent  the  reft  of  this  day  in  hunt* 
ing,  and  killing  pheafants. 

I  muft  here  remark,  that  the  Perfians  en* 
tertained  a  high  opinion  of  our  dexterity  in 
(hooting.  They  have  no  notion  of  fmall 
(hot,  and  imagined  that  we  killed  fowls  fly- 
ing with  a  fingle  ball ;  and  I  doubt  not  but 
the  fear  of  our  fire-amis  kept  them  in  order. 
We  took  care  never  to  let  theiji  fee  how  w<j 
loaded  our  pieces. 

If  the  prince  had  not  put  on  great  reftlu- 
tion,  and  ordered  his  own  officers  to  fuper- 
intend  the  work  of  making  a  bridge  through 
the  deep  morafs,  we  might  have  been  ftar- 
ved  ;  for  provisions  were  very  fcarce.  Some 
of  the  Perfian  chiefs  had  put  on  ordinary 
cloaths,  to  prevent   being  known,  in  order 

to 
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*t>  direft  the  workmen.  Of  this  the  prince 
'  no  fooner  got  notice,  than  he  placed  a 
ftrong  guard  of  dragoons  on  both  fides  of  the 
rnorafs,  with  orders  to  let  none  off  the  work 
till  all  was  finUhed.  He  declared  at  the  fame 
time,  that  if  any  injury  happened  to  our  hea- 
vy carriages,  by  the  infufficiency  of  the 
roads,  he  would  caqfe  the  overfeers  to  be 
thrown  into  the  lake.  By  this  menace  we 
had  a  very  good  road  completed  in  one  day, 
pa(Ted  through  it  in  the  evening,  and 
lodged  on  the  other  fide. 

On  the  3d  we  proceeded  oij  our  journey 
only  fifteen  verfts  farther,  and  encamped  on 
the  northern  banks  of  the  famous  river  Cura, 
wherp  was  a  dangerous  floating  bridge  of 
timber  fixed  by  an.  iron  chain,  made  fail  ou 
both  fides  of  the  river.  Upon  the  north 
fide  of  this  river  the  Shach  had  built  a  fquare 
caftle  of  brick,  only  fun-dried,  as  all  his 
caftles  which  I  have  feen  were.  The  defign 
of  this  was,  to  curb  the  Lefgee  Tartars,  and 
as  a  granary  to  keep  provifions  in  for  the 
tife  of  his  army.  It  was  a  place  of  no 
ftrength,  and  every  way  insufficient.  We 
travelled  through  an  even  low  marlhy 
ground,  upwards  of  thirty  tferfts  through 
ibme  woods  and  great  fields  of  reeds.  Some 
kali,  abfyntbium,  and  Artemifta9  were  the  only 
herbs  we  law  here  }  but  we  diicovered  a 
thorny  (hrub,  with  withered  apples  upon  it, 
containing  three  or  four  feeds  in  each.     I 
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preferred  fome  of  thefc  feeds.  We  were 
told  that  the  Perfians  dye  their  filk  of  a  fine' 
red  colour  with  a  decodion  of  the  root  of 
this  fhrub.  We  now  had  grafs  in  abundance 
for  our  horfes.  In  many  places  this  road 
through  reeds  was  fo  deep,  that  we  rode  in 
mud  and  water  above  the  horfes  belly. 

On  the  4th  we  crofled  this  miferable  float* 
ing  bridge,  and  parted  by  a  few  houfes,  and 
a  caftle  on  the  other  fide :  At  a  fmall  di- 
stance from  them,  Nadir  Shach  caufed  build 
a  pyramid  about  five  fathoms  high  ;  on  the 
out-fide  of  which  were  placed  in  {o  many 
,  notches,  at  equal  diflances,  exadiy  two 
hundred  and  eighty-two  mens  heads,  with 
their  faces  bending  forwards,  not  much  de- 
cayed, but  their  beards  were  fomewhat  wi- 
thered :  They  were  the  heads  of  the  chiefs 
who  had  rebelled  againft  the  Shach,  in  the 
following  manner  t  A  young  fellow,  who 
kept  an  ordinary  at  Ardevil,  having  been 
guilty  of  fome  petty  crime,  for  which  the 
Shach  ordered  his  ears  to  be  cut  off,  defert- 
ed  that  country.  This  fellow  went  to  Old 
Shamachee,  and  gave  himfelf  out  for  the  fon 
of  the  late  Shach  Tahmafp,  to  whom  the  in- 
habitants of  Shamachee,  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, reforted.  He  having  got  an  army  of 
fome  thoufands,  made  head  againft  the 
Shach,  who  then  lay  encamped  near  the 
place  where  the  monument  flood.  The 
Shach  fent  an  army,  who.foon  cut  them  to 
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pieces,  fcized  the  pretended  earlefs  prince, 
and  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  of  his  fol- 
lowers, the  principal  inhabitants  of  Shama- 
chee,  whofe  heads  he  caufed  cut  off,  and 
place  in  this  pyramid.  Their  prince,  how-* 
ever,  he  caufed  baftinadoe,  and  let  him  go, 
to  make  more  Work  for  him  j  but  this  rebel- 
lion was  the  caufe  of  the  ruin  of  Old  Sha- 
machee.  It  is  faid  that  this  very  fellow  heads 
theprefent  rebellion  in  Georgia*  againft. which 
Ami  Ruflan  Khan  is  font* 

After  we  patted  the  bridge,  we  marched  a- 
bout  three  verfts  farther  up  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  river,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the 
Arras.  The  Arras  and  Cura  join  thei* 
dreams,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  bridge. 
Here  we  lay  encamped  eleven  days,  where 
tire  had  nothing  to  do  but  take  our  diver* 
fion  in  hunting  and  fowling  daily.  At  Ba- 
ku we  loft  one  of  our  writers,  who  died  very 
fuddenly  of  an  iliac  paflion.  We  loft  on  the 
road  between  Baku  and  Shamachee  one  of 
our  principal  carpenters,  who  at  Baku  was 
taken  ill  of  the  fame  difeafe,  and  in  two 
days  thereafter  ended  in  a  mortal  bloody 
flux,  which  deprived  him  of  life  on  the 
road. 

On  the  6th  our  principal  cook  was  fei2ed 
with  the  fame  difeafe,  but  recovered,  by  in- 
jecting ftrongly  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  after 
all  other  attempts  had  failed, 
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On  the  t  oth  I  was  feized  with  the  fame  <££» 
eafe,  which  kept  me  in  the  greateft  torment, 
frequently  fainting  for  forty-eight  hours, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  a  bloody  flux,  from 
which  I  recovered  with  difficulty. 

At  tfre  point  of  land  where  the  Arras  and 
Cura  join  their  ftreams,  were  two  miferabk 
little  villages,  the  only  two  which  I  faw  in- 
habited fince  we  left  Baku.  We  no  fooner 
arrived  than  the  Perfian  foldiers  tortured  the 
inhabitants  fo  cruelly,  that  they  deferted  their 
villages,  wives,  and  children  at  once.  It 
was  thought  that  they  fled  to  the  rebels. 

The  Cura,  called  Cur,  or  Cyrus,  rifeth  in 
Georgia,  and  different  countries  in  the  Cau- 
cafus,  and  running  fouth  and  fouth-eaft, 
joins  its  ftreams  with  the  Arras,  by  others 
called  Araxes,  at  the  place  already  defcribed, 
and  run  together  eaft  into  the  Cafpian  Sea. 
Arras  fprings  from  fome  hills  in  Turcomania  , 
or  Armenia  Major,  and  gliding  by  Erzerum, 
continues  to  fend  its  ftream,  plentifully  {fa- 
red with  various  fifli,  eaft,  where  it  joins 
with  the  Cura.  The  plains  of  Mogan  are 
faid  to  be  about  a  hundred  verfts  broad,  from 
fouth  to  north,  reaching  from  the  foot  of 
Taurus  to  the  fouth  fide  of  Caucafus,  and 
more  than  a  hundred  verfts  from  the  hills  on 
the  weft,  till  bounds  are  fixed  to  it  on  the 
eaft  by  the  Cafpian  Sea,  the  middle  and  beft 
country  of  ancient  Media.     We  were  told 
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that  the  Kings  of  Perfia  bred  their  beft  horfes 
here ;  and  that  thefe  plains  were  formerly- 
inhabited  by  roving  people  living  in  tents,  as 
the  Kalmucks  do  in  Aftrachan  ;  and  that  up- 
wards of  a  hundred  thoufand  tents  were  in 
thefe  happy  plains  when  Kouli  Khan  mount- 
ed the  throne  of  Perfia.  Indeed  we  parted 
by,  in  our  way  to  Gilan,  two  or  three  of  the 
laft  going  to  fettle,  by  order  of  the  tyrant,  in 
the  province  of  ChorafTan. 

The  day  after  we  encamped  upon  the  Ar- 
ras, two  couriers  arrived  from  Kizlaar  to  the 
prince  :  They  reported,  that  the  revolt  at 
Shamachee  was  certain  :  That  they  came  o~ 
yer  the  hills  by  Old  Shamachee,  and  were 
intercepted  by  a  party  of  the  rebels,  who 
took  their  horfes  and  arms  from  them,  but 
did  them  no  other  injury.  They  convoyed 
them  fafely  to  within  ten  verfts  of  the  place 
where  we  were  encamped,  and  faid,  that 
they  intended  no  harm  to  the  ambaflador, 
nor  any  of  his  retinue ;  and  that  if  they 
were  fuccefsful,  they  would  liberally  pay  for 
the  horfes  and  arms,  which  neceflky  alone 
forced  them  to  take  from  them.  They  ne- 
ver afl^ed  for  money,  nor  any  other  thing. 
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CHAP.     XXVIII. 

greats   of  our  Journey  from  Cura  to  Rejhd% 
&c. 

ON  the  14th,  in  the  evening,  the  good 
prince  came  late  into  my  tent,  to  aft 
after  my  health.     He  fat  down  pn  my  bed, 
and  having  difmifTed  every   one,  told  me, 
that  he  had  received  advice   from  Kulipha, 
that  the  Shach's  army  was  muchdiftrefled  by 
the  rebels;    had     loft    a  battle,    was  not 
far  from  where  we  were ;  and  was  retreating 
before  them  :  That  Kulipha  was  of  opinion, 
it  would  pafs  the   Curq.  in  a  day  or  two, 
where   they  would  endeavour   to  make  & 
(land ;  and  that   therefore  Kulipha  prefled 
him  by  all  means  to  march  next  morning. 
He  afked  me,  What  I  thought  I  could  do? 
I  anfwered,  that   though  I  was  recovered  of 
the   iliac  pafliqn,  my  bowels  were  in  fuch 
pain,  that  I  did  not  think  I  could  bear  the 
motion  of  a  wheel  machine ;  and  my  ftrength 
was  fo  much  diminilhed,  that  I  could  not 
ride  :    That  therefore   I  was  of  opinion  the 
prince   (hould  leave  me  to  the  care  of  the 
jioor  people    in  the  two  wretched  deftrted 
villages,  formerly  mentioned,  between  the 
Arras  ?uid  Cura  j    and  that   he   would  be 
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pleafed  to  take  what  value  I  bad  with  me  for 
my  wife  and  child,  in  cafe  I  did  not  recover. 
I  obferved,  that  i  had  no  apprehenfion,  that 
either  the  Shach's  people  or  the  rebels  would 
do  me  any  harm.  The  good  prince  took 
me  by  the  hand,  and  faid,  he  never  would 
leave  me  there ;  becaufe  that  the  poor  peo- 
ple's necellities  were  fo  very  urgent,  that  it 
was  probable  they  would  kill  me  for  the  ve- 
ry cloaths  I  had  upon  me.  He  therefore  ad- 
Tifed  me  to  make  trial  of  his  coach,  my 
fleeping  waggon  having  been  left  at  Baku, 
which  he  would  caufe  put  in  the  bed  order 
for  placing  my  bed.  I  defired  him  to  do 
what  he  pleafed,  faying,  that  I  was  deter- 
mined to  obey :   Wherefore, 

On  the  15th  of  March,  at  eight  o'clock 
A.  M.  we  decamped,  and  marched  through 
a  plain  country,  covered  with  long  rich 
grafs,  fouth-eaft,  twenty-fix  verfts  ;  patted 
leveral  rivers,  and  lodged  upon  the  fouth 
fide  of  a  branch  of  the  Gura. 

On  the  1 6th  we  let  out,  and  travelled 
through  plain  rich  fields,  about  thirty-feven 
or  forty  verfts  fouth-eaft.  Here  were  many 
fmail  herbs,  fome  of  them  in  bloom.  The 
account  I  give  till  the  20th  of  March  I  was 
t>bliged  to  Dr  Lerch  and  my  brother  for  it, 
becaufe  my  fituation  would  not  permit  me  to 
write  till  that  day,  and  even  then  but  very 
fdnperfe&ly.  We  encamped  on  the  north- 
weft 
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weft  fide  of  a  marfhy  ground,  where  >vas  a 
frefh  water  lake. 

Qn  the  17th  we  travelled  through  a  plain, 
rich  with  grafs  and  dwarf  brier,  fouth-weft 
eight  verfts,  having  moraftes  and  reeds  on 
our  left*  We  parted  a  fmall  river,  and 
inarched  fouth-eaft  twelve  verfts  farther  ; 
palled  another  river  by  a  bridge,  and  en- 
camped on  the  fouth  fide  of  it.  This  coun- 
try abounds  with  grafs,  growing  fo  luxurious- 
ly, that  I  believe  one  acre  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  three  horfes  ;  amongft  which  grew 
many  herbs,  (bme  in  flower*  Dr  Lerch  had 
marked  meum,  Imonium,  flos  j44onij9  pimpinel- 
la  alba,  mentha  aquatica,  and  many  other 
kinds. 

From  Shamachee  to  Arras  our  fick  in- 
creafed  daily :  They  were  carried  in  litters ; 
the  compliment,  as  yet,  do  not  begin  to  de- 
creafe.  We  buried  at  Baku  one  who  died 
of  the  iliac  paflion,  one  on  the  road  to  Sha- 
machee of  a  dyfentery,  and  at  Shamachee 
one  of  the  iliac  pailion  J  of  which  difeafe,  or 
rather  its  effe&s,  the  mafter  cook  and  I  were 
in  hopes  of  a  fafe  recovery. 

On  the  i8ch,  we  marched  from  thence 
fouth  by  eaft,  through  a  plentiful  pafture- 
land,  fixteen  verfts.  We  parted  feven  rivu* 
lets,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  laft, 
full  of  clear  water:  Here  is  a  miferable  vil- 
lage called  Inflikaj  the  grafs,  amongft  which 

were 


Digitized  by 


Google 


T  R  A  V  £  L  S.  407, 

were  many  herbs,  was  mowable ;  for  in  many 
places  it  reached  above  the  horfes  bellies. 

On  the  19th,  we  travelled  through  the 

richeft  fields  probably  in  the  whole  world  : 

We  faw  in  many  places  the  evident  figns  of 

hufbandry,  but  at  prefent  quite  deferted. 

We  pa(Ted  through  two  large  villages,  one  of 

them  about  two  verfts  broad,  where  we  faw 

many  good  houfes  built  like  ours  in  Europe,  < 

covered  with  tiles,  of  two  ftories  high,  and 

in  no  bad  order;  but  in  both  thefe  villages 

we  did  not  fee  one  inhabitant,  nor  a  tame 

beaft.     We  encamped  upon  the  banks  of  a 

river  called  Kifili,  being  the  7th  we  patted 

this  day,  though  we  only  marched  feventeen 

verfts.     One  of  our  dragoons  died  of  a  dy- 

fentery.     Our  tick  lift  does  not  decreafe. 

On  the  20th,  I  mounted  on  horfeback, 
and  we  marched  through  a  country  plentiful 
in  every  thing  but  mankind  :  Though 
we  had  no  rain,  this  country  was  ve- 
ry moift,  and  in  many  places  marfihy. 
After  we  had  travelled  twenty  verfts,  we  en- 
camped near  a  village  called  Mogan,  having 
pafled  three  rivulets*  We  are  now  not  far 
from  hills  fouth-eaft  from  us. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  we  were  obliged  to  remain 
here.  The  governor  of  Ardevil  had  tranfport- 
ed  us  to  this  place,  being  the  limits  of  his 
government;  nor  would  he  go  any  farther. 
Our  maymandar,  or  provifor-general,  with 
the  new  Khan,  attempted  to  force  the  Arde-  I 
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Til  people  to  aflift;  a  battle  enfued,  which 
ended  to  the  advantage  of  the  people  of  Ar- 
devil,  who  killed  fix,  and  wounded  many  of 
their  enemies  mortally*  though  they  alfo  loft 
fome.  Both  parties  fent  to  the  prince,  but 
he  would  not  interpofe,  though  we  were  tru- 
ly in  a  very  miferable  condition,  not  having 
received  any  provisions  for  two  days  bypaft, 
and  litde  profpeft  of  getting  any  thing  but 
plenty  of  promifes,  not  to  be  depended  up* 
on. 

On  the  aid,  we  were  obliged  to  remain 
where  we  were:  This  roufed  the  prince  from 
his  exceffive  goodnefs*  He  now  fent  to  their 
chiefs  and  let  them  know,  that,  if  they  did 
not  bring  horfes  and  provifion  by  next  morn' 
ing,  he  would  ufe  them  in  a,  way  they  little 
dreamed  of,  which,  for  the  fake  of  their  wives 
and  families,  he  defired  they  would  prevent* 
This  menace,  efpecially  as  our  dragoons  and 
ibldiers  were  obferved  to  put  their  arms  in 
order,  had  the  defired  effect;  for  in  the  af- 
ternoon we  received  provifions  for  all  our 
men. 

On  the  23d,  we  let  •out  through  marfhy 
grounds,  and  woods  of  very  tall  trees,  in 
which  grow  many  fruit-trees.  We  patted 
through  many  large  villages,  but  very  few 
inhabitants.  We  travelled  on  high  earthen 
roads  much  decayed :  Thele  roads  were  made 
by  Abbas  the  Great,  for  the  conveniency  of 
marching  his  army  and  caravans*     We  en* 

camped 
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camped, on  the  north  fide  of  a  channelly  li- 
ver called  Lankran,  diflartf  about  twenty 
miles  from  our  laft  camp. 

On  the  24th,  we  travelled.  Couth,  along  thf 
iea-fliore,  upon  very  deep  fands,  the  coun- 
try being  impaflable  between  this  road  and 
the  Hircanian  mountains,  by  reafob  of  deep 
marfhes  and  thick  woods,  in  which  grow  a 
variety  of  fhiit-trces*fuch  as  oranges,  citrons, 
pomegranates,  &c.  We  having  travelled  a- 
bout  twenty  verfts,  encamped  upon  the  fide 
of  a  lake. 

On  the  25th,  we  continued  to  march  fouth 
upon  the  (hove,  which  was  very  deep,  being 
fluxible  fands,  extremely  fatiguing  to  our 
cattle.  We  croflcd  a  large  deep  river  ip  boats, 
bnt  the  camels  forded  it  with  difficulty.  We 
at  laft  forded  a  fmall  channelly  river  called 
Aftara,  where  we  encamped,  having  travel* 
led  about  twenty  verfts.  Near  the  camp  is 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  Aftara,  where 
the  governor  lives.  We  were  told,  that  Na- 
dir Shach  referved  this  governor  without  de- 
grading him,  being  the  only  inftance,  in  all 
Pcrfia,  of  his  lenity  to  a  noble  family ;  the 
caufe  of  which,  we  were  informed,  proceed* 
ed  purely  from  this, that  he  was  a  fool;  how* 
ever,  he  was  as  greedy,  bafe,  and  villainous, 
as  any  of  the  Shach's  followers ;  and  the  poor 
people  under  his  orders  experienced  as  cruel 
Tff  treatment 
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treatment  as  any  in  Perfia,  being  reduced  to 
the  mod  extreme  mifery. 

We  were  obliged  to  remain  in  Aftara  this 
day,  being  the  a  6th,  becaufe  the  governor 
could  not  procure  cattle  to'  remove  our  bag- 
gage. In  the  afternoon  the  prince  took  horle, 
and,  in  company  with  fome  of  his  gentlemen, 
rode  up  the  fide  of  the  river  to  vifit  an  old 
fquare  fort  under  the  hills,  built  formerly  by 
the  Ruffians;  it  was  in  ruins,  but  I  imagine 
could  very  foon  be  repaired.  As  we  were 
riding  towards  the  hills,  a  female  fcreamed 
out  behind  us:  This  unfortunate  young  wo- 
man had  been  carried  away  from  her  parents, 
and  was  on  horfeback  behind  an  Ufbeck 
Tartar,  who  pitted  by  us  as  feft  as  the  horfe 
could  run ;  the  poor  creature  did  not  feem 
to  exceed  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age ; 
flie  cried  pitifully,  but  kept  faft  hold  of  the 
man :  If  (he  had  courageoufly  dropped  from 
the  horle,  we  would  have  refcued  her,  which 
tye  could  do  no  other  way.  Some  of  our 
gentlemen  propofed  to  (hoot  the  Tartar,  but 
the  prince  would  not  permit  them.  We  were' 
informed,  that  the  Ufbecks  frequently  car^ 
ried  off  their  daughters,  or  wives,  to  the  hills, 
where  they  lived  with  them  a  few  days, 
and,  after  their  appetites  were  fatiated,  fre* 
quently  killed  them,  left  them,  or,  if  they 
could  get  a  merchant,  fold  them ;  and  this 
w^s  one  kind  of  Nadir's  military  execution. 
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At  our  return  the  Khan  lent  his  cftmpli* 
taents  to  me^  and  defired  that  I  would  let 
him  fee  a  pinchbeck  watch,  with  its  cafe  cu- 
rioufly  cut,  which  I  intended  to  difpofe  of, 
and  Tent  him  notice  of  the  lowed:  price*  I  gave 
the  jpatch  to  an  interpreter,  whom  I  knew, 
and  knew  to  be  a  villain;  yet  I  imagined 
that  he  durft  not  offer  to  cheat  me:  The  in* 
terpreter  promifed  either  to  bring  back  the 
watch,  or  forty  miidenaars  immediately,  but 
he  brought  neither.  I  demanded  juftice  of 
the  prince;  he,  for  once,  defined  to  be  excu- 
fed,  and  intreated  me  never  to  truft  them 
with  any  thing*  This  I  did  not  take  in  good 
part;  I  thought  that  I  had  deferved  the  prin- 
ce's protection,  and  told  him  as  much,  but 
went  out  of  his  pretence  with  a  refqlution  ne- 
ver to  afk  it.  again. 

Next  morning  we  had  orders  to  march, 
and  the  Khan  was  obliged  to  convoy  us  to 
the  borders  of  his  province,  and  deliver  113 
iafely  off  to  the  governor  of  the  ne^t  pro- 
vince. Accordingly  we  fet  out  at  nine  o*- 
clock,  A.  M.  and  marched  through  very  bad 
roads,  through  woods,  and  fo onetimes  by 
the  fea-fhore,  twenty  verfts ;  and,  much  fati- 
gued, encamped  upon  a  fmall  plain,  on  the 
a7th  of  March. 

On  the  28th,  we  fet  out  very  early,  and 
travelled  through  inch  roads  as  we  had  expe- 
rienced yefterday.  We  crofled  over  five  ri- 
vers, and  many  brooks  with  very  high  banks* 

Some    . 
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Some  bF  oiiir  company  travtlled  ail  night,  and 
others  did  not  get  up  to  us  tiH  Gtie  o'clock, 
P.  M.  on. the  29111;  confequently  we  were 
obliged  to  remain  encamped  all  that  day* 

We  killed  many  pfreafants  aftd  other  fowl, 
and  got  fome  very  large  oranges  and  citrons. 
We  faw  foroc  friiall  villages,  btft  few  inhabi- 
tants f  arid  all  in  very  great  diftrefs.  The 
Khan  fent  back  my  watdi,  which  I  would 
not  receive,  fofpefttng  that  he  had  probably 
rendered  it  ufeleft. 

We  marched  on  the  fea-fhore  1 5  verfts,  on 
the  30th}  rtor  could  we  proceed  farther,  our 
cattle  being  fo  much  fatigued.  Laft  night 
two  of  our  horfes  wetfe  -carried  off  by  the  in- 
habitants ;  for  which  the  prince  cauied  feize 
"the  Khan's  tour  beautiful  young  camels ;  nor 
would  he  deliver  them  till  the  Khan  had  paid 
the  valde  of  the  horfes  which  were  16ft. 

We  travelled  on  the  31ft  only  fifteen  verfts 
farther,  the  roads  being  extremely  fandy  and 
deep,  having  the  fea  on  the  eaft,  and  impe- 
netrable woods,  marfhes,  or  high  flircanian 
fells  on  the  weft.  We  crofted  eight  rivulets, 
and  encamped  on  the  banks^on  the  9  th, where 
*>we  catched  ftore  of  excellent  fifti. 

April  1  ft,  we  now  marched  upon  a  large 
paved  road,  the  work  of  Abbas,  with  deep 
^ditches  on  both  fides,  through  marftiy  ground, 
"covered  over  with  woods ;  the  vines  climbing 
every  where  upon  the  trees;  from  the  grapes 
x>f  which  good- wine  is  produced.  This  day 
Ve  crofted  many  rivulets,  and  ruinous  villa- 
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£&,  and  encamped  upon  a  plain.  The 
Khan  paid  at  the  tate  of  thirty  mildenaars  per 
horfe ;  and  the  prince  ordered  to  reftore  his 
camels ;  but  my  fiiend  Mr  CherkefToff,  who 
tranfaded  all  affairs  with  them,  lent  frord 
that  forty  mildenaars  wfeife  ftOl  wanting,  for 
a  watch  which  bfc  h&d  got  from  mr:  It  fcems 
he  could  not  fend  the  4»oney  in  ifHver,  ae* 
cording  to  our  agreement,  but  fent  twenty* 
two  Ifriafi  ducats,  and  two  double  Roriian 
ducats.  Ifup,  the  interpreter,  told  me,  that 
the  t*venty-two  ducats  were  equal  in  value  tb 
forty  mildenaars;  tnft  having  got  poflfeffion 
of  the  twenty-two  fbtafl,  and  two  doubte  da*, 
cats,  I  put  them  in  my  pocket,  and  told  hkn> 
that  if  he  delivered  me  forty  mild&iaars  any 
time  in  the  fpaee  of  eight  days,  i  fhoold  re- 
turn him  all  the  gold;  but  Igot  leave  to  keep 
it.  We  travelled  about  twenty  vefrfts  this 
day* 

On  the  2d,  we  travelled  thfrougjh  many 
Nrroods  of  tall  tnees/dire&ing  our  courfe  fouth 
ibttth-*eaft.      We  "crbfled  fixteen   large  anel 
fmall  rivers,  and  at  foft  encamped  in  a  town 
called  Keflikeer,  where  we  faw  a  .great  num- 
ber of  Ufbeck  Tartars,  quartered  upon  the 
much  opprefled  inhabitants,  to  ratfe  contri- 
butions for  the  Shach.     They  had  orders  to 
live  at  difcretion;  but  I  was  told,  that  they 
behaved  with  no  Fuch  rigour  as  they  did 
"in  Aftara.      This  is  the  firft  town  in  the 
province  of  Gifan.      Here  is   an  old  fort 
'built  by  the  Ruffians.     This  was  formerly  a 
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rich  country,  producing  great  quantity  of 
filk;  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants 
were  filk-weavers.  They  (till  continue  to 
cultivate  filk,  but  the  bulk  of  the  weavers  are 
fled  or  killed. 

We  reded  on  the  3d,  being  out  of  danger 
of  the  rebels,  who  caufed  us  to  march  with 
fuch  precipitation  from  the  banks  of  die  Cu- 
ra.:       .    - 

.  On  the  4th,  we  marched  about  twenty 
yerfts  fouth-eaft,  through  a  pleafant  country, 
by  many  rich  rice  fields,  gardens,  and  woods, 
and  encamped  upon  the  banks  of  a  pleafant 
river*  We  crofled  (undry  rivulets  over  ftone 
bridges. 

On  the  5th,  we  proceeded  fouth-eaft,  and 
crofled  two  rivers  and  a  lake,  upon  a  high 
broad  dyke,  and  encamped  on  the  fouth-eaft 
corner  of  the  lake,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Refhd,  after  a  fhort  journey  of  fifteen  verfts. 

We  were  welcomed  into  Gilan  by  the 
Ruffian  conful  at  Kcfhkeer,  who,  though 
formerly  my  patient,  was  very  reierved  to 
me,  on  account  of  fome  quarrel  he  had  with 
,my  countrymen,  the  merchants  redding  in 
Refhd. 

This  day  arrived  alfo  Meflr9  Thompfon, 
Wilder,  Bardewick,  and  Myrop;  they  gave 
me  a  relation  of  their  difputes  with  our  con- 
ful, and  of  his  tyranny  towards  his  country- 
men the  Ruffian  merchants ;  of  all  which  I 
did  not  fail  to  acquaint  the  prince,  who 

(eemed 
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deemed  to  know  more  about  him  than  I  ima- 
gined he  did.  I  told  the  prince,  that  the 
Britifh  merchants  had  come  fo  far  to  pay  their 
refpeds  to  him,  and,  if  agreeable  to  his  ex* 
cellency,to  convoy  him  to  Refhd:  The  prince 
defired  me  to  introduce  them  to  him. 

They  met  with  a  very  polite  reception, 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  very  difagreeablc 
to  our  upftart  conful,  advanced  from  a  com- 
mon writer.  Mr  Backunin,  for  that  was 
his  name,  under  flood  the  Turkifh  and  Per- 
fian  languages  well,  by  which  means  he  was 
thought  to  be  well  qualified  to  be  conful  at 
Refhd ;  but,  having  fprung  from  the  very 
dregs  of  the  Ruffians,  he  could  fet  no  bounds 
to  his  pride;  he  lorded  it  highly,  over  his 
countrymen,  whom  he  had  opprefled  much, 
and  ruined  many.  Not  fatisfied  with  this, he 
wanted  alfo  to  opprefs  the  Britifh,  but  he 
was  much  miftaken  in  that;  and  the  ambaf- 
fador's  arrival  put  a  ftop  to  all  his  power. 

On  the  6th,  we  made  our  public  entry  in- 
to Refhd ;  and  the  Britifh  merchants  defiring 
to  accompany  the  cavalcade,  were  appointed 
to  ride  immediately  after  Mr  Cherkeflbff  and 
the  conful,  and  were  alfo  invited  to  dine 
with  the  prince,  which  was  extremely  difa- 
greeable to  Backunin.  Refhd  is  the  capital 
of  the  province  of  Gilan ;  it  lies  in  north  la- 
titude thirty-fix  degrees,  thirty  minutes,  eaft 
longitude  fifty-two  degrees.  The  province 
of  Qifcn  is  but  fmall,  but  extremely  rich; 
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its  produce  is  filk:  It  is  in  the  form  of  a  ere f- 
cent;  the  bills  on  the  eaft,  fouth,  and  weft, 
furrou&d  two%  third*  of  it,  and  the  fea  waflxes 
the  north  fide.  The  foil  is  fo  rich,  that  in 
it  can  grow  any  thing  luxuriantly.  Many 
medicinal  herba  are  here,  particularly  that 
producing  ajfa  foetida,  Refhd  is  diftant 
about  feven  vcrfts  fouth  from  Peribazar,  the 
port  of  Gilan;  from  thence  goods  are  feat 
down  a  fmall  river  in  (hallow  boats  three 
verfls,  into  a  great  lake,  about  fixteen  or 
eighteen  miles  over,  and  of  which  there  rum 
an  opening  into  the  fea,  fufficient  for  veflels 
of  fmall  burden :  The  ground  forming  the 
weft  fide  of  that  inlet,  is  called  Enzelec,  or 
ZlnzeLee, 


CHAP.     XXIX. 

Concerning  what  happened  during  our  Stay  in 
Rejbd  and  Enzilee* 

TH  £  prince  was  lodged  in  the  Shach's 
palace;  and  Mr  Cherkeflbff  and  I  were 
lodged  in  the  women's  apartments,  adjoining 
to  a  noble  hagnio,  where  Shach  Abbas  caufed 
murder  his  fon.  A  very  few  days  after  wc 
were  fettled  here,  many  complaints  were  gi* 
ven  into  the  prince's  hands  againft  Backunin, 
and  the  prince  ordered  inquifition  to  be  made; 
but  M?  Backunin  pretending  ficknefs,  put  a 
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Hop  to  it  at  pre&nt.    Ha  weqt  on  m  His  ftc]k> 
pfifs  a  long  while,  fpipetiroes  taking  the  ik* 
crament,  for  we  h^d  two  priefts  witlj  u$;  anc£ 
fbnjerimcs  extreme  unrtioQ;  ope  day  a  littlf 
better,  and  next  day  at  the  p9inf  of  death* 
and  frequently  attended  by  Dr  Lerch,  who 
took  care  of  hiip.     One  day  J  w$i>t  with  th$ 
J3ritifli  merchants  to  Refhd  river,  to  fee  Mr 
Mirop  take  fifh  with  a  net  of  a  Angular  make* 
We  had  not  been  long  there  till  the  confqT? 
coach  was  {ent  for,  at  which  I  was  not  a  lit* 
tie  furprifed,  nor  did  I  care  to  go,  but,  perr 
fuaded  by  my  countrymen,  I  yielded.     I 
was  introduced  into  his  houfe  with  fuch  aw- 
ful iilence  as  furpri&d  me  not  a  little;  and 
when  I  aiked  the  reafon  of  fuch  circumfpec«> 
tion,  I  was  told,  that  the  conful  was  in  the 
greateft  diftrefs  and  danger.     I  advanced  in- 
to the  room  where  he  lay  in  great  ftate.     1% . 
is  enough  to  fay,  that  though  I  have  feen  the 
richeft  beds  in  this  country,,  they  all  were 
for  fliort  of  Backunin's.     It  really  furprifecj 
me  much  to  conceive  how  a  man,  who,a  fe\y 
years  ago,  had  no  manner  of  rank  in    the 
world,  fhould  have  the  vanity  to  vie  in  grajj- 
dew  with  the  greateft  princes.     I  was  defi- 
red  by  Mrs  Backunin,  a  very  good  woman, 
who  deferved  a  far  better  hufband,  with  a 
low  voice,  to  take  a  feat  by  Dr  Lerch,  who 
was  attending.     I  did  fo ;  and  we  kept  up  a 
iort  of  difcourfe  by  whifperftig :  At  laft  this 
pjadroan  called  out,  to  know  if  I  was  arrived! 
Ggg  Being 
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Being  anfwered  in  a  moft  refpeftful  manner 
by  his  wife,  that  I  was  in  the  room,  he  or- 
dered the  curtains  to  be  drawn   open,    and 
ordered  coffee  to  be  ferved  up.     After   this 
was  over,  I  made  all  the  pertinent  inquiry  I 
could  about  the  nature  of  his  complaints  ;  but 
found  by  his  anfwers,  that,  though  he    pre- 
tended to  have  many  complaints,  they  point- 
ed out  no  difeafe  that  I  was  acquainted  with. 
I  therefore  went  and  obferved  wljat  informa- 
tion his  pulfc  could  give  me;  in  doing  which 
I  did  not  fpeak  one  word,  that  I  might  not 
move  his  paffions.     His  pulfe  was  very  regu- 
lar, and  indeed  every  way  well  conditioned. 
When  I  had  done,  I  took  my  feat,  and  di- 
recting my  difcourfe   to  the    dcxftor, .  made 
fbme  general    obfervations  j    and    exprefled 
fome  furprife  that  the  doctor  fhould  dread 
danger,  when  Mr  Backunin's  pulfe  was  fo 
very  good ;  from  which,  compared  with  the 
other  obfervations  I  had  made,  1  concluded, 
that  Mr  Backunin  was  in   no  danger;  and 
advifed  him  not  to  be   difturbed,  but  take 
exercife ;  and  laid,  that  I  Jiad  no  doubt  of  his 
recovery. 

Altogether  unexpefted,  he  burft  into  one 
of  the  moft  violent  paflions  poffible,  and  faid 
that  I  was  ignorant,  not  underftanding  his 
difeafe,  and  that  I  looked  upon  him  as  a 
madman.  I  took  my  hat,  and  anfwered, 
that  now  he  had  evidently  demonftrated  that 
fee  was  not  feeble,  nor  that  he  flood  in  need 
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6f  any  phyfician ;  and  thus  I  left  him.     Mrsr 

Backunin  and  the   doctor,  intreated  me  to, 

wait  a  little  longer:  I  begged  to  beexcufed* 

and  would  not  comply.  When  I  went  to  the 

door,a  poor  jade  of  a  horfe  was  ready  for  me 

to  mount:  I  ordered  the  fellow  to   put  upr 

that  horfe  for  his  crazy  niafter  to  ride  upon, 

and  in  a  pour  of  rain  walked  home.     When 

I  told  my  good  friend  Mr  CherkeflbfF,  how 

Backunin  had  treated  me;  he  burft  into  an 

exceflive  fit  of  laughter,   and  begged  me  to. 

change  my  cloaths,  for  my  (hirt  was  wet  with 

the  rain.     Mr  CherkeflbfF  then  difappeared  y 

and  foon  thereafter  I  had  a  meflage  from  the 

pVince  to  go  to*  him.     He  interrogated  me 

very  particularly  about   ftackunin's  difeafe ; 

and  I  arilwered  very  pofitively,  that  he  had 

none  j  that  I  fufpefted  the  fellow  was  impo- 

ling  upon  every  one  of  them.     The  fecretary 

being  prefent,  the  prince  commanded  hin* 

td  make  out  an  order  for  me,  to  give  a  clear 

report  of  what  I  judged  his  complaints  to 

proceed  frpm,and  what  flifeafe  afflicted  him. 

1  (crupled  not  to  enumerate  all  the  queftions; 

I  aiked  hifn,  and  what  were  his-  anlwers.     I 

then  made  fome  observations  about  what  I 

was  informed  from  himfelf  and  others,  con* 

cerning  the  non-naturals,  -fyc.  and  conclu-' 

ded,  that  he;  had  not  pointed  out  any  known 

difeafe;  that  I  had  great  reafon  to  believe  he 

was  in  good  health,  though  I  fufpefted,  that,: 

for  reafons  beft  known  to  himfelf,  he  would 

have 
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BaVe  th6  world  believe,  that  he  ttas  dacngef- 
6ufly  fiefc.     The  prince  no  foottet  was  in 
poffeffioh  of  my  report,  than  he  ordered  o- 
tfcer  difpatches  to  be  got  in  readinefs,   arid 
tfiat  night  fent  off  a  courier  to  the  cabinet. 
Either  the  fecretary,  6r  fome  of  his  Writer*, 
hfcd  given  Backunin  ait  account  of  myfeport, 
ahd  that  it  was  ferit  tb  the  cabinet,  with  6- 
ther  difpatches.     Ndw  he  pretended  to  be  in 
a  worfe  condition  thaft  evef,  and  Was   (b 
childifh  as  to  gitre  out,  that  I  had  contribu- 
ted not  &  little  to  iiiereafe  his  complaints,  by 
putting  hirri  into  paffioh  :  Finding,  however, 
that  he  was  ridiculed  and  defpiftd  aliiioft  by 
every  perfon,  he  again  tried*  td  fend  for  ttie 
in  his  coach,  btit  I  would  not  go.  The  prince 
had  meflages  fent  to  commattd  me,   but  t 
prevailed  with  hhn  not  t6  tnfift  itpOft  k,  ai 
it  only  gave  the  vain  fool  an  opportunity  to 
afflfront  me  in  his  own  houle,  and  tfltobaM/ 
force  me  to  fpeak  rafhly,  which  I  tvGtild  be  for- 
xy  for  at  another  time* 

The  heat  now  began  to  be  difagf eeable  m 
Reflbd.  The  city,  though  tt6t  forge,  is  fur- 
rounded  with  high  frees  and  fcfofe  fields,  atf 
covered  ovef  with  water,  where  they  planted 
their  rice,  which  tendered  the  air  Very  un- 
healthy ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  fkk, 
afnd  dying  in  great  numbers*  A  very  Aalig- 
rtant  petechial  fever  had  carried  off  fomc  ot* 
ovtt  men.  The  heat  was  diily  increafing, 
and  we  had  no  word  from  the  Shach  what  to 
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do  j  whtfefofe  the  prince  deteriftiftld  to  eft* 
catxip  at  Enzilee,  a  peninfula,  haVifig  the  fe£ 
oil  one  fid6,  and  the  great  lake  on  the  oth£f. 
Accordingly  we  fet  out  on  the  I^th  of  May, 
rode  feveri  verfts  to   Peribazar,  took  boat 
there,  paffed  three  verfts  down  th6  fhter, 
cfoflfed  the  lake,  and  encamped  on  Efizilee. 
Thirteen  Ruffian  (hips  tfere  riding  litre,  threg 
of  them  belonged  to  the  government,   ahd 
mounted  fome  fmall  cannon.      The  princfi 
caiifed  raife  &  battery  upon  the  heck  which 
formed  the  pteninfula,  and  placed  fome  artil- 
lery there,  ^Vhich  the  armed  veffels  alfo  co- 
vered ;  fo  that  we  were  in  very  great  fecuri- 
ty  from  afty  attempts  of  the  rebellious  Per- 
fiaris,  who  were  ivery  where  troublefome* 
fculipha  was  alarmed  at  the  prince's  fudefeii 
departure*     He  fent  to  the  prince  to  beg  ah 
dudience,  and,  with  the  mefleftger,  a  Jefiiit 
priert  named  Damian,  the  fame  who  fomd 
time  ago  recovered  the  Shach  of  fome  ulcer* 
Damian  begged  leave  to  pay  his  refpe&s 
to  the  prince,  which  was  granted.  The  princcr 
pretended  fome  indifpofition,  and  was  in 
bed   when  Damian  Was  introduced.      The 
prince  caufed  place  a  chair  for  him,  and 
loon  difcovered  that  he  was  fent  as  a  (jpy  by 
Kulipha.     He  had  the  impudence  to  make 
fome  enquiry  into  the  prince's  complaints, 
and  propofed  a  quack  medicine,  which,  he 
pretended,  was  a  preparation  of  gold  that 
would  foon  remove  his  complaints.     The 
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prince,  by  his  polite  anfwers,  rather  encou- 
raged this  piece  of  jefuitical  impudence.  The 
prince,  pointing  to  me,  faid,  that,  at  his  de- 
fire,,  the  Emprefs  had  ordered  me  to  take 
care  of  his  health,  and  that  I  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  his  conftitution  ever  fince  the 
year  1737;  that  therefore  he  was  determi- 
ned to  take  no  advice,  nor  any  medicine,  ex- 
cept I  approved  of  it,  and  concluded  by  ex-" 
cufing  himfelf  from  any  farther  coriverfatiori 
at  that  time.     tJpori  this  Damlan  rofe,  and; 
moft  audaciouffy  tookhoid  of  the  prince's  arm, 
with  a  defign  to  feel'  his  pulfe  ;  but  in  this 
he  was  difappointed,  for  he  was  feized,  turn- 
ed out  of  the  tent,  and  fent  ftraight  to  his 
boat  by  a  party  of  foldiers,  with  certification, 
that  neither  lie  nor  airy  of  the  fathers  would 
after  this  be  permitted  to  come  into  the  pre- 
sence of  the  prince.     A  few  days  after  this, 
however,  Kulipha  arrived,  and,  afte'r  a  farce' 
of  long  prayers  to  prevent  a  bad  hour,  he  at 
laft  was   introduced  into  the  prince's  pre-1 
fence,     fie   endeavoured  to  get  the  prince 
£erfuaded  to  return  to  Kefhd,  arid  affined' 
him. that  he. had  got  plenty  of  provifions, 
and  that  the  Shach  was  on  his  way  to  Cho- 
roflan,  where  he  intended  to  meet  the  prince. 
The  prince  faid,  that  Relhd  was  extremely 
unhealthy,  as  indeed  was  Enzilee,  and  that 
he  had  at  that  time  three  couriers  at  the 
Shach's  canlp  waiting  to  know  about  what" 
time  the  Shadi  propofed  to  be  in  Mefched. 
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He  faid,  that  he  would  be  very  glad  how  foon 
he  could  march  from  Gilan,  becaufe  a  very- 
dangerous  malignant  fever  had  already  de- 
ftroyed  many  of  his  men  fince  the  hot  rainy 
weather  began  ;  but  that  if  he  was  truly  in- 
formed of  the  Shach's  motions,  he  would 
fend  the  prefents,  horfes,  and  dragoons  by 
land  to  Aflxabat,  and  would  go  by  lea,  which 
he  underftood  would  be  much  better  for  him, 
as  the  roads  were  faid  to  be  very  bad,  and 
the  country  very  unhealthy. 

By  the  middle  of  June,  the  heat  and  rains,  * 
with  almoft  continual  thunders,  were  now 
intolerable,  and  increafed  the  number  of  our 
fick  Co  much,  that,  on  the  23  d,  orders  were 
made'  out  to  fend  them  to  Redid,  as  their 
number  was  about  a  hundred,  and  increafing 
/daily,  many  dying. 

On  the  24th,  the  prince  fent  them  all  a-p 
way,  and  followed  on  the  25th  of  June, 
Our  mate  and  all  our  afliftants  were  now  in 
the  hofpital,  fick.  I  was  feized  on  the  25th, 
and  on  the  26th  in  the  morning  I  dropped 
down  among  the  fick  in  the  hofpital,  was  car- 
ried to  my  lodging,  and  remained  fenfelefs 
till  the  2d  of  July. 

On  the  4th,  I  was  informed  by  the  prince 
that  the  Shach  was  murdered,  and  that  he 
intended  to  fet  out  next  morning  for  Enzi- 
lee,  in  order  to  projceed  by  fea  to  Aflrachan. 
He  faid,  that  he  had  taken  care  to  fend  all 
jny  baggage  with  his  own  on  board ;  but  I 
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wras  very  weak :  However,  no  time  was  to  fa* 
Joft,  as  thi?  our  (Jefiga  was  kept  fecret  from 
the  Pcrfians,  who   di4  not  a$  yet  know 
jhat  their  king  was  tfeacj.     My  friend  Mr 
CherkeflToff  was  left  as  refident,  with  all  the 
piei*  who  could  be  fpared,  and  Pr  Lerch.     | 
was  carrjed  on  board  with  the  greateft  care. 
£apt.  Bernhpur,and  many  of  our  meq,  died. 
We  were  twenty  days  upon  fea,  and  many 
pf  our  men  ip  different  (hips  died  on  the 
paflage,  who  were  not  flck  when  we  left  Per- 
sia.    The  mortality  was  fo  great,  that  out  of 
our  whole  number,  which  were  computed, 
including  (ervants,  to  be  about  five  hundred, 
fcarcely  a  hundred  returned  in  found  hcakh. 
We  Jiad  buried  tljree  hundred  in  Perfia*  This 
difeafe  began  among  the  natives,  who  were 
by  it  foon  relieved  from  the  torments  of  hun^ 
ger.     That  day  we  left  Redid,  for  as  weak 
as  I  was,  it  grieve4  me  much  to  fee  the  de* 
vacation  it  had  made  upon  the  road,  where 
many  dead  were  lying  ufiburied,   and  many 
expiring.     Amongft  the  number,  two  were 
very  (Inking :  I  faw  an  infant  fucking  its 
dead  mother  $  and,  in  a  hollow  road,  I  faw 
a  dead  maid,  with  her  hands  holding  by  the 
toot  of  a  tree.     Jt  feems  (he  djted  as  (he  was 
endeavouring  to  get  out  of  this  hollow  road. 
My  brother  was  taken  ill  on  board  our  (hip, 
and  hardly  efcapecj* 

At  our  arrival  \n  Ruflia,  we  reported,  that 
tfris  (Jifeafe  was  a  malignant  fever ;  but,  Pr 
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L»erch,  who  had  formerly  attended  plague* 
hofpkals,  did  not  doubt  that  it  was  the 
plague. 

As  I  do  not  propofe    tt>  difappolnt  thft 
bulk  of  my  readers,  in  treating  of  difeafes, 
In  place  of  travels,  I  (hall  only  beg  pardon 
for  enumerating  the  mod  general  fymptoms 
and  duration  of  this  dread  till  dileafe*     The/ 
were  feized  fuddenly  wkh  a  vidlent  pain  in  v 
their  heads,  backs,  and  loins,  accompanied 
with  horror  and  trembling,  which  Jafted  with 
the  greateft  violence  four  or  five  hours,  ac- 
companied with  exceffive  vomiting  and  pur- 
ging, or  vomiting  and  obftinate  cofti  venefs ; 
thefe  were  attended  with  a  heat  very  dlfegree- 
able  to  the  touch ,  and  a  very  irregular  opprefled 
pulfe.  The  urine  was  very  changeable  i  fome- 
timesit  was  as  clear  as  water,  fometimes  it  was 
of  a  bright  nod,  fometimes  no  fediment,  and  at 
other  dmes  turbid  and  thick.  Their  thirft  was 
intolerable  ;  nor  was  it  poffible  to  quench  it ; 
the  papilla  of  the  tongue,  on  the  fecond  and 
third  day  after  they  were  firft   feized,  grew 
very  long,  dry,  white,  or  yellow,  then  brown, 
then  black.     Their  eyes  were  blood-ftiot,  and 
looked  very  unclean-like.     As  long  as  they 
retained  their  fenfes,  they  complained  of  a 
burning  heat  in  their  bowels.      Some  of  them 
loft  their  fenfes  in  an  hour,  and  others  re- 
tained them  longer*    The  horror  feized  them 
once,  twice,  or  thrice  in  twenty^fonr  hours# 
Sometimes f  efpecially  in  the  morning,  they 
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had  fame  returns  of  their  reafon  ;  but  it  was 
of  very  (hort  duration.  Their  bodies  were 
covered  all  over  with  peucbU  and  anthraxes ; 
feme  of  them  were  tortured  with  inflamed 
parotids,  and  others  had  unquenchable  in* 
flammations  in  the  axillary  glands.  They 
died  on  the  fifth,  feventh,  eighth,  and  a  few 
on  the  ninth  day. 

This  fever  was  fb  infectious,  that  our  num- 
bers of  fick,  from  our  fmall  command,  in* 
creafed  by  feven,  eight,  and  nine  daily. 
When  I  was  taken  ill,  we  had  in  the  hotpi- 
tal  an  hundred  and  fixty,  and  a  few  officers. 
At  the  beginning,  Dr  Lerch  being  of  opinion 
that  ic  was  the  plague,  a  difeafe  he  had  been 
converfant  with  formerly,  advifed  blooding i 
but  to  our  great  difappointment,  every  one 
of  them  died  foon.  We  next  gave  vomits; 
and  the  operation  was  no  fooqpr  over  than 
we  raifed  a  diaphorefsf  which  we  kept  up  fbl- 
licitoufly,  and  feveral  were  recovered  in  this 
way.  It  is  fcarcely  credible  what  numbers 
of  worms  were  voided,  both  by  (tool  and 
upwards.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  water 
in  Gilan  is  very  much  ft  o  red  with  earth* 
worms,  and  thofe  our  men  voided  were  of 
the  fame  kind.  The  prince,  fbme  of  our 
officers,  and  I,  drank  no  water  till  it  was 
boiled  in  earthen  veflels  and  carefully  co- 
vered up  in  cool  places.  As  I  intend  this 
account  of  that  difeafe  for  the  general  good  of 
mankind,  I  hope  the  reader,  whoispoJTefled  of 
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humanity,  will  excufe  it ;  and  I  do  not  care 
whether  he  call  it  the  plague  or  malignant 
petechial  fevers  ;  but  Dr  Lerch  and  I  durft 
not  call  it  the  plague,  becaufe  we  might  have 
been  obliged  to  keep  quarantine  on   Teha- 
tire  Bugori,  defart  Tandy  iflands,  during  the 
winter,  which  very  probably  would  have 
killed  us   all ;    as  there  were  no  buildings 
to  defend  us  from  the  froft.     Before  we  left 
Perfia,  the  do&or  and.  I,  for  thefe  reafons, 
had  reported  to  the  prince,  that  it  was  a  pe- 
techial fever;  by  which  means  we  arrived 
without   flop  directly  to  Aftrachan,     The 
ambaflador  arrived  firft,  in  the  (hip  which 
had  formerly  belonged   to   the  Britifli  mer- 
chants,  and  the  reft  were  coming  in.  daily. 
At  laft  Dr  Lerch,  with  the  remains  of  his  ho- 
fpital,  arrived  on  the    23d  of  September* 
Mr  Cherkeflbff,  and  a  few  foldiers,  with  our 
crazy  conful,  remained  in  Reftid  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  confoiions  in  Perfia,  and  proteft, 
as  iquch  as  poflible,  the  Ruffian  merchants 
from  violence.     By  this  time  we  got  notice, 
that  the  ambafTador's  arrival  was  not  agree* 
able  to  the  Emprefs, 

The  court  of  §t  Pcterfburgh  thought  that; 
the  prince  cmght  firft  to  have  afked  and  ob- 
tained liberty.  Upon  this  the  prince  repre- 
fented,  that  as  Nadir  Shach  was  murdered, 
there  remained  no  government  in  Perfia,  e« 
very  khan  or  general  making  pretentions  to  the 
throne  i   and  that  very  day  on  which  we  fet 
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out,  we  had  accounts  of  murders,  mafla<Si^e#* 
battles,  and  defolation  of  all  kinds :  But  that* 
laftly,  the  conftifion  was  fb  grew,  that  no  pro- 
viflons  could  be  got  fof  the  fupport  of  the  few 
men  who  remained  alive;  and  that,  if  he  had 
not  taken  this  ftep,  which  he  did  by  the  advice 
and  figtied  petition  of  all  his  officers,  it  was  ve- 
ry probable  that  his  whole  command  would 
have  been  ftarved  before  he  could  have  got  any 
provifiofts  from  Aftraphan ;  for  none  was  to 
be  bought  in  Perfia.  This  at  preient  fati£ 
Ued  the  court,  that  neceflity  was  the  true 
caufe  of  our  return.  However,  we '-were 
commanded  to  remain  in  Aftrach&n  till  fur- 
ther orders. 

Before  I  make  an  end  of  this  qhapter,  I 
muft  inform  the  reader  of  a  few  things  which 
happened  in  Perfia  before  and  fince  we  left 
it,  which  I  could  not  fb  conveniently  do 
fooner.  The  prince  had  received  orders 
from  court  to  proceed  againft  the  conful ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  a  captain  was  Cent  from 
the  garrifon  of  Aftrachan  to  officiate  as  con- 
ful in  Refhd.  The  prince  was  fcarcely  ar- 
rived from  Enzilee,  when  the  conful,  having 
been  Informed  that  a  captain  was  come  to 
officiate  as  conful,  came  in  great  ftate,  in 
his  fupefb  coach,  and  demanded  an  audience. 
This  fool  was  by  fome  of  his  friends,  made 
believe  that  the  orders  to  the  priiice  were  ve* 
ry  favourable,  and  that  the  captain  was  fent, 
that  he,  (Bakunin)  might  be  returned  into 
c  Ruifia, 
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Huffia,  to  anfwer  for  his  tranfa&ioas  {here  t 
*vhere,  he  did  not  doubt,  that;  a  few  pre* 
fents,  from  the  great  fums  he  had  pillaged 
from  the  merchants,  property  beftowed, 
would  free  him  from  any'  farther  trouble* 
The  prince  waa  fitting  in  a  great  open  gal- 
lery covered  above,  all  laid  over  with  rich 
Perfian  carpets,  except  a  fmaU  canal  in  the 
middle,  full  of  findl  fifh,  and  a  jet  or  fpoue 
of  water  playing  in  the  middle  of  it,  which 
the  Perfians  delight  in,  as  it  cools  the  air.* 
""Mr  Bakunin  was  defired  to  walk  in  ;  but  hU 
coach  was  not  permitted  to  enter  into  the 
court,  which  was  formed  by  a  very  high 
brick  fquare  wall,  which  furrouhded  the  pa-. 
face  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty  fathoms 
from  the  houfe.  When  he  had  advanced  on 
foot  to  the  head  of  the  flairs,  he  put  off  a 
pair  of  Perfian  (Uppers,  and  advanced  with 
filch  pride,  as  is  only  to  be  feen  in  Beth- 
lehem Hofpital,  or  fome  fuch  place.  Upon 
this  occafion  he  was  dreffed  in  a  coat  of  the 
fineft  Perfian  velvet  j  his  waiftcoat  and 
breeches  were  of  rich  brocade,  with  a  very 
pretty  fword  by  his  fide.  He  congratulated 
the  prince  upon  his  return  to  Refhd  from 
Enzilee  ;  and  faid ,  that  he  had  been  inform- 
ed that  he  was  to  be  fent  to  Ruflia,  which 
Was  fb  agreeable  news,  that  it  had  quite  re- 
covered him.  The  prince  anfwered,  that 
he  was  glad  to  fee  him  in  good  health :  That 
be  was  indeed  to  be  fucceeded  by  a  very  good 
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man,  but  that  he  had  no  orders  to  feiid  him 
into  Ruflia ;  but,  that  if  he  cleared  himfelf 
from  the  accufations  laid  againft  him,  he  was 
%6  go  with  the  embafly,  as  fecond  fecretary* 
to  Choraflan.  This  sffe&ually  completed 
his  madnefs  ;  He  pulled  his  fword  from  his 
fide,  and  mod  difrefpe&fyilly  threw  it  on  the 
carpet  at  the  prince's  feet,  telling  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  now  was  convinced  the 
prince  intended  to  ruin  him,  aijd  therefore 
he  voluntarily  delivered  himfelf  up  a  ppfo* 
ner. 

The  prince  ordered  an  undej>officer  to 
take  charge  of  him,  and  conduft  him  to  his 
houfe,  and  there  keep  him  in  all  fafety. 
When  he  had  advanced  to  the  flair  head,  his 
Perfian  flippers  were  not  to  be  found.  Some 
pf  our  men  had  throvyn  then*  away  ;  for  he 
was  beloved  by  none  but  Dr  Lerch.  He 
made  fome  impertinent  noife  about  his  flip-* 
pers,  but.  was  foon  carried  off  by  the  ferjeant. 
Upon  this  occaiion  Major  Berezin  reprefent- 
ed  to  the  prince,  before  us  all,  that  Bakunin 
had  not  only  affronted  Ms  Highnefs,  in  a  ve* 
ry  grofs  manner,  buttheEmprefs  alfo,  whofe 
perfon  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent  s  and 
therefore  begged,  that,  without  lofs  of  time, 
Bakunin  (hould  be  brought ;  to  a  trial  by  a 
court-martial,  and  punched  with  death,  as 
he  deferved.  The  prince  fmiled  at  the  ma- 
jor's impetuofity,  and  took  off  a  light  cap, 
whiph  he  then  wpre  for  coojncfs,  in  place  of; 
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a  periwig,  and  afked  the  major,  If  he  faw 
any  blood  upon  his  head?  The  major  an- 
fwered  in  the  negative.  Then,  faid  the 
prince,  I  thank  God,  being  now  did,  that 
ray  confcience  cannot  accufe  me  of  having 
ever  been  guilty  of  fhedding  human  blood  ; 
now  I  wifl  not  begin :  If  the  Emprefs  is  af- 
fronted, (he  is  merciful,  and  has  it  id  her 
power  to  punifh  him  as  (he  (hall  think  pro- 
per. To  this  the  major  replied,  which  in- 
deed-proved very  true,  that  Bakunin  would 
give  turn  a  great  deal  of  trouble  ;  which 
might  be  eafily  prevented,  by  bringing  him 
to  a  trial,  and  doing  juftice  to  the  Emprefs, 
and  the  many  poor  fufferers  whom  he  had 
plundered :  But  the  prince  made  an  end  of 
this  affair,  by  commanding  filence. 

After  our  departure,  Ali  Kouli  Khan,  of 
whom  mention  will  be  made  in  another 
place,  had  declared  himfelf  Shach,  and  had 
gone,  after  the  Shach  his  uncle's  murder,  to 
Mazanderan.  At  this  time  the  inhabitants 
of  Gilan  were  in  great  fear  of  a  party  of  re- 
bels, who  were  advancing  into  their  pro- 
vince from  Aftara,  upon  the  fame  road  we 
travelled.  We  left  with  Mr  Cherkeflbff  a 
courier,  called  Adile,  an  Armenian,  a  very 
facetious  fellow  ;  he  knew  all  the  roads  very 
well.  At  this  time  the  governor  and  all  the 
Perfiansin  Gilan  were  quite  difpirited,  and 
knew  not  what  to  do.  Adile,  havipg  Mr 
CherkeflbfFs  permiflioji  to  a&  as  he  pleafed, 
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went  to  the  governor,  and  told  him,  that  i£ 
he  would  grant  him  the  command  of  the  few 
foldiers  who  were  in  the  city,  not  exceeding 
three  hundred,  and    three  pieces   of  final} 
cannon,  he,  (AdHe,)  -would   undertake  to 
fave  the  province  from  the  rebels,  though 
their  number  was  (aid  to  exceed  five  thou- 
fand.     AdMe  waaconfthuted  colonel  immev 
diately  ;  and  he  loft  nodrae  in  advancing  to 
a  river,  whofe  banks  were  extremely  deep, 
except  in  one  place  :    There  he  threw  op  a 
trench,  and  placed  his  cannon,  changed  .with 
finall  (hot.     It  feems,  upon  this  occafion, 
that  Adile  conduced  affairs  very  well ;    he 
gave  out  his  orders  dlftin£ily,,and  took  care 
to  feiae  all  people  travelling,  either  from  or 
to  the  rebels :  fo  that  they  could  have  no  in* 
formation  of  any  force  font  againft  diem ; 
and  Adile  knew  well  they  could  not  remain 
in  that  country   long ;    becaufe  they  could 
get  little  provifion. 

They  advanced  in  a  very  carelefe  man- 
ner, and  happened  to  come  up  to  Adile's 
trench  in  a  morning,  before  it  was  very 
light,  fufpeifting  no  danger-  Adile  let  them 
advance,  and  ordered  his  men  to  fire  upon 
them  only  with  their  mufkets.  The  rebels 
advanced  in  great  numbers  j  when  he  dis- 
charged his  cannon  upon  them  with  iuch 
judgment,  that  he  killed  great  numbers,  and 
forced  the  reft  to  fly  the  field.  He  purfued 
them,  and  made  fudi  havock,  that  Cilan  was 
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fto  ifiOte  ttbubled  from  that  quarter.  "He  no 
ioorief  arrived  in  Reftid,  viftoridus  with 
ibme;prifonerst  than  an  account  of  his  vi&o* 
ry  was  fent  to  Ali  KdttTi  Khan,  who  fent  for 
him,  conftitated  him  a  colonel,  and  prefent- 
ed  him  tfith  tf  caftatt,  kirfgjal,  and  fabre ; 
<vhich  1  faw  tthen  he  rttdifned  to  Ruflia. 
lie  gave  him  alfo  a  vei*y  Con  fide  r  able  funr  of 
money  }  how  much,  I  do  ridt  rfenketnber. 

before  we  left  the  coaft  of  Pdrfia,  Kuli- 
pha's  ferVarits,  after  having  robbed  him,  dc- 
iertexL  He  petitioned  tlk6  prince  to  carry 
friar  into  Ruflia ;  but  tMs  he  would  not  do. 
However,  he  ordered  Mr  Cherkeflbff  to  give 
him  provisions,  and  take  him  under  his  pro- 
tection. 

Abotit  this  tfttte  fomtf  rebels  entered  thd 
province  by  the  Cafbine  road,  and  carried 
off  all  our  horfes,  who  were  feeding  under 
the  mountains*  They  did  no  hurt  to  a  few 
dragoons,  who  were  attending  the  horfes.  1 
loft  my  beft  horfe,  haying  fold  the  reft  in 
Redid  for  a  trifle.  The  prince,  however, 
ordered  payment  to  be  made  for  it,  foon  af- 
ter I  came  to  Hamilton. 

I  am  next  to  give  an  account  of  the  Bri-*  • 
tifli  merchants  efcape  out  of  Perfia.  It  re-* 
lates  both  to  them  and  Mr  Cherkeflbff,  and 
is  a  very  difagreeable  task  to  me  ;  however 
the  reader  (hall  have  it  as  I  had  it.  A  few 
days  before  we  left  Perfia,  the  Britifli  fac- 
tors, waited  upon  the  Prince,  and,  I  being 
I  i  i  interpreter, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


434 


VOYAGES     and 


interpreter,  exprefled  much  uneaiinefs  at  the 
prefent  diftra&ed  affairs  in  Perfia,  and  their 
fear  of  being  involved  in  troubles,  both!  in 
refpe&  to  their  perfons  and  their  employers 
goods ;  they  therefore  begged  that  his  High- 
nefi  would  advife  them  what  to  dor      The 
Prince  anfwered,  that  he  was  not  a  proper 
perfon  to  advife  them  what  to  do  :  But  that 
he  would  protect  them  as  long  as  he   was 
there.     He  faid,  that  if  they  intended  -to  go 
for  Aftrachan,  he  would  order  one  ftiip  at  a 
rcafonable  charge,  tp  tranfport  part  of  their  efc 
feds,  and  that  he  wopld  order  every  (hip  to 
take  a  (hare  of  what  fhpuld  remain  ;  but  by 
no  means  would  he  offer  to  direft  them  :  He 
faid,  that  after  they  had  confidered  die  or- 
ders   fent  them    by    their  conftituents,    he 
thought  that  they  ought  to  be  the   proper 
judges  of  their  own  affairs.     They  returned 
the  Prince  thanks  for  his  goodnefs,  and  told 
him  diat  they  were  determined  to  remain  a 
little  longer. 

After  we  were  gone  fometime  in  January 
j  748,  the  city  of  Refhd  was  attacked  by  a 
body  of  rebels :  The  Critifh  merchants  fled, 
as  I  was  informed,  for  prote&ion  to  Mr  Cher- 
kefToff,  who  readily  granted  them  all  the 
aififtance  in  his  power,  and  lent  them  in 
fafety  to  a  fhip,  with  what  money  they  could 
take  with  them.  They  left  however  in  their 
warehoufes,  it  was  faid,  fome  money,  and 
a  cargo  of  valuable  goods,  great  part  of 
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which  fell  a  prey  to  the  rebels ;  whereof  a 
right  account,  I  imagine,  never  was  procu- 
red by  the  merchants  at  home.  It  is  acknow- 
ledged at  all  hands  that  the  Britifh  merchants 
at  this  time  loft  upwards  of  .eighty  thoufand 
pounds  value:  Which  value  might  have  been 
laved  if  the  faftors  had  left  Redid  when  we 
left  it :  The  prince  gave,  them  a  promife, 
and  certain  I  am  he  would  have  performed 
.  it,  to  aflift  them  with  fhippihg  and  other- 
wife  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  If  they 
had  put  their  goods  on  board  a  (hip  at  En- 
zilee,  the  London  merchants  could  have 
been  no  great  lofers. 

When  we  left  Perfia,  every  thing  in'  that 
country  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion  ;- the 
gentlemen  in  Refhd  were  not  ignorant  of  it, 
which  was  the  reafon  of  their  afking  the  prince's 
advice  what  they  were  to  do?  The  prince 
was  ready  to  aflift  them,  but  would  not  ven- 
ture to  give  advice  in  affairs  which  concern- 
ed him  not,  nor  did  he  uhderftand  fuch  af- 
fairs. Mr  Cherkeflbff,  a  man  whom  I  was 
welt  acquainted  with  fince  the  year  1740, 
was  accufed  of  not  having  protected  them, 
and  of  having  helped  to  rob  them  :  But 
by  whom  ?  and  how  were  their  accufations 
teftified  ?  He  was  accufed  by  the  Britifh  who 
loft  their  goods,  and  he  was  accufed  in  no 
legal  way,  but  in  letters  to  their  conftitu- 
cnts !  Strange  as  this  may  appear,  it  is,  I 
am   perfuaded,  very  true,  and  it  is  moft 
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jiirprifing  that  the  merchants  could  not  get 
an  cdift  from  the  Cpurt  of  St  Peterfburgh  to 
have  common  juftice  dpne  them,  feeing  they 
had  never  been  baulkecj  in  any  reafonablp 
Remand,  and  at  that  v«y  time  had  the  be(fc 
opportunity  of  having  juftice  done  them* 
They  knew  in  wha{  favpw  our  Ambaflador 
the  late  E^arJ  of  fiyndford  then  Hood,  at  that 
court,    They  kneiy  that  he  had  carried  thro* 
affairs    with   cafe,    which  his   predeceflbrs 
could  make  nothing  of;  and  is  it  credible 
that  he  cpuld  not  have  had  common  juftice 
done  to  ifae  JJrittth  fa&oyy  again  ft  the  resi- 
dent, a  man  of  no  family,  who  had  none  to 
fuppprr  his  intcreft,  a  man  who  by  his  na- 
tural faculties  had  raifed  hinjfelf  from  being 
an  unknown,  young,  Circaffian  captive,  to 
the  rank  of  a  major,  a  counfellqr  in  the  af- 
fairs  of  thefe  countries,    and   refident   at 
Refhd  ?    I  fay  that  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
Gilan  favors  were  in  earned  when  they  ac- 
cufed  him  j  but  to  whom  did   they  accule 
him  ?  to  their  employers  in  a  very  vague 
manner,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  ;  for  when 
J  faw  Mr  Mirope  in  Mofcow,  I  told  him  that 
I  fcarcely  could  think  thsjt  Mr   CherkeflbfF 
would  be  guilty  of  any  ftep,  for  which  ho 
qpuld  not  anfwer ;  J  told  him   alfo  that  he 
bore  an  exceeding  good  character,  that  he 
was  no  fool,  was   univerfaUy  known,  and 
that  I  made  no  doubt  he  would  give  fuch 
an  aecoinn  of  bis  conduit*  as  would  ap- 
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pear  iatisfeftory  to  eve*y  4^t«refted  per- 
Ion.     At  that  time,  Mr  Mirope  did  not-re~ 
jifti  this  difcourfe.    It  cannot  be  denied  that 
in  a  letter  dated  June  4748,  they  aceufe^ 
Mr  Cherkeflaff  for  endeavouring  to  frighten 
them,  as  they  term  it,  out  of  Peffia.    They 
acknowledge  in  that  letter,  th?t  the  refident 
gave  them  an  account  of  the  confufipns  in 
Perfia,  of  the  dangers  {hey  were  f xpofed  to, 
9nd    of  the  readinefs  he  was  in   to  aflift 
them*  Did  this  look,  as  if  he  bad  any  view 
to  rob  them  I  If  they  had  followed  the  ad- 
vice he  gave  them  at  that  time,  would  not 
the  Britifh  trade  have   been  gainers,  .and 
would  they  not  have  prevented  eighty  thou- 
fand  pounds,  value  from  falling  into  the  re* 
bels  hands  ?  If  Prince  Golitzin  had  conde~ 
fcended  to  have  favoured  them  with  his  ad* 
vice,  and  if  things  had  not  turned  out  to 
their  wifh,  it  is  certain  they  would  not  have 
fcAipled  to  have  blamed  the  prince.     They 
acknowledged  long  before  they  met  with 
their  misfortunes,  that  Mr  Cherkeflbff  ad- 
vifed  them  to  (hip  off  their  money  and  goods 
for  Aftrachan,  foreleeing  the  danger  they 
were  expofed  to,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
them  ienfible  of  it.     This  wholefome  advice 
they  not  only  reje&ed,  but  accufed  him  ifi 
their  way,  of  endeavouring  to  frighten  them 
out  of  Perlia*     Well,  what  was  the  coni'e* 
quence  of  not  following  Mr  CherkeflbfF's 
advicf  ?  They  remained  till  they  loft  to  the 
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Talue  of  eighty  thoufand  pounds  to  their 
employers,  and  then  they  blame  Mr  Cher- 
keflbff,  who  had  long  before  that  advifed 
them  to  fave  their  employers  goods.  They 
did  not  care  to  venture  to  accufe  Mr  Chcr- 
keffbff  in  a  legal  manner,  when  they  could 
not  fail  to  have  juftice  done  them  :  But  they 
only  do  this  to  their  employers  in  private 
letters,  as  far  as  I  ever  was  informed.  The 
reafon  of  my  having  taken  fuch  notice  of 
this  affair  is  with  a  view  to  fet  it  in  a  true 
light,  and  in  fuch  as  their  own  letters  ac- 
knowledge to  be  true,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  do  juftice  to  a  man,  whom  I  believe  to  be 
honourable,  and  efteemed  purely  for  his  in- 
tegrity. 


CHAP.     XXX. 

Concerning  the  Manners  and  Cujioms  of  the  Per- 
fians, with  a  Jhort  Account  of  the  famous 
Nadir  Shock. 

IN  this  chapter,  I  do  not  propofe  to  give 
a  hiftory  of  the  Perfians,  nor  indeed  of 
all  the  a&ions  of  the  late  Nadir  Shach  :  All 
I  propole  is  to  give  a  very  luccinft  account 
of  Nadir  Shach,  and  the  manners  and  drefs  of 
the  Perfians  ;  for  it  appeared  that,  when  we 
were  there,  they  were  governed  by  no  fixed 
laws,  but  by  the  immediate  will  and  plea- 
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fure  of  their  governors.  They  made  'in- 
deed profeflion  of  religion  :  But  that  was 
only  nominal ,  and  extremely  fuperticial;  as 
for  culioms  they  were  altogether  aholifhed 
before  we  went  into  their  country,  unlefs 
robbery,  beating  and  murdering  one  ano- 
ther, be  allowed  to  be  their  cuftoms. 

The  Perfians  are  naturally  a  very.'agfie, 
lively  people,  the  generality  of  their  men 
are  middle  fized,  rather  of  the  fiiialler 
kind,  but  very  well  made,  tawny,  black- 
cy6d,  with  black  hair,  Roman  nofed,.  and 
thick  lipped.  They  all  wear  high  caps  gar 
thered  at  the  tops,  which  are  tapering;  they 
love  the  red  colour,  becaufe  their  foldiers 
caps  are  of  that  colour,  and  therefore  they 
are  called  Kifelbafhee,  or  red  heads. ,  Their 
coats  and  vefts  are  (liort,  and  they  wear 
long  drawers  and  hofe  made  of  cloatfv;  ia 
place  of  (hoes  they  wear  univerfally  flippers* 
with  longer  and  more  tapering  heels  than 
thofe  wore  by  our  Britifh  ladies;  which 
make  them  appear,  in  (landing  or  walking, 
as  if  they  had  no  mufculous  pofteriors  ;  be- 
caufe they  are  forced  to  ftand  very  ereft. 

Their  foldiers  confift  chiefly  in  horfe  ; 
I  have  feen  foot  alfo  ;  and  they  are  efteem- 
ed,  juftly,  I  imagine,  the  beft  horfemen  in 
the  world.  They  have  a  fingular  way  of 
managing  their  horfes  :  They  ride  at  a  gen- 
tle trot,  or  walk  them  ;  but  as  they  are  not 
regular,  they  very  frequently  run  off  at  a  foil 

gallop, 
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gallop,  and  it  6nctf  (top  their  horfes  ;  theft 
pufh  on,  turning  nimbly;,  frequently  to  the 
right  6t  left  fide,  as  the  ridter  thinks  proper* 
If  they  are  near  a  fteep  low  hill,  they  love  to 
run  Up  it  as  faff  as  the  horfe  is  able.     When 
they  arrive  in  their  camp,  they  6o*er  their 
horfes  over  with  deaths  three  or  four  folds 
thick  ;  then  they  tether  their  horfes  by  the 
hinder  feet,  keeping  them  at  a  diffafice  ;  Co 
that  they  cannot  eafily  1yd  down ;  They  then 
place  cut  ftraw,  or  hay,,  at  fuch  diftaftce,  that 
the  horfe  Can  but  get  to  it ;  jfo  that  the  beaft 
is,  as  it  were,  conilatttly  upon  the  ftretch. 
They  feed  them  twice  daily  with  good:  bar- 
ley,   With  which  we  were  obliged  to  feed 
curt*  which  purged  them  fmartly  for  two 
or  three  days  at  fhft ;  but  it  had1  a  good  ef- 
fect,  hi  making   them  very  clear-lkinned. 
The  Perfian  foidiers  rub  down  their  horfes 
frequently  through  the  day  :    They  are  fori* 
der  of  their  horfes  thafi  of  their,  wives. 

By  the  Mahometan  law,  the  Perfians  can, 
and  frequently  do,  marry  four  wives,  and 
are  at  liberty  to  keep  as  many  concubines  as 
they  pleafe.  The  world  cannot  produce 
greater  (laves  than  the  Perfian  women  are. to 
their  hufbands.  We  were  told,,  that  a  huf- 
band  may  chaftize  his  wife,  but  muft  take 
care  that  his  feverity  does  not  prove  the  caufe 
of  her  death  ;  for  if,  upon  inquiry,  it  proves 
to  be  fo,  and  the  wife  has  relations  who  can 
profecutethe  murderer,  the  judge  delivers  the 

criminal 
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Criminal  to  the  relatione  of  his  deceased  w  fef 

who  never  fail  to  put  him  to  death,  after  the 

fame  manner  he  killed  his  wife :  This,  how* 

ever,  is  not  always  the  fcafe*     When  otir  men 

Went  firft  to  Baku  with  die  horfes,  and  other 

jpreferits,  the  governor  of  that  city  gave  them 

an  order  for  (eking  all  the  timber  they  could 

get  in  the  dty  to  make  ftafls  and  ftables  for 

the  horfes;     Oiie  of  our  grooms  happening 

to  fee  a  boafti,  took  it.     The  woman  to 

whom  U  belonged  eoufd  fpeak  the  Ruffian 

language  well ;  flic  was  defiling  the  groom  not 

to  carry  arfaythe  board,  when  her  hufband 

made  his  appearance;  who,  without  any  great 

concern,  cut  off  her  head  with  a  hatchet ; 

nor  did  we  ever  hear  that  he  fuffcred  for  this 

a&ion.     When  we  were  encamped  at  Enzi- 

lee;  a  woman  arrived  in  our  camp,  to  beg 

that  the  prince  would  take  her  under  his 

prote&ion,  and  order  the  governor  of  Gilan 

to  deliver  up  a  mail,  who  had  murdered  his 

wife,  to  her  relations,  who  had  gained,  after 

this  wicked  action,  by  the  force  of  money, 

the  governor  of  Refhd's  protection;     The 

prince,-  however*  would  not  interfere  in  their 

affairs,  but  permitted  the  woman  to  ,ftay  a^ 

bout  our  camp,  where  (he  did  not  fail  to  get 

plenty,  and  prote&ion  from  our  people.     I 

am  of  opinion,  that  the  prefenit  laws  of  Per* 

fia  are  entirely  lodged  in  the  judge's  bread  ; 

and  that  if  a-  villain!  has  money,  or  fubftance* 

he  may  perpetrate  any  crime  with  impunity* 
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,    The  women  in  Perfia  are   well   enough 
proportioned ;  but  I  was  informed  that  they 
were  not  very  beautifnl9  having  had  but  few 
opportunities  of  feeing  them  myfelf.  At  Cura 
I  one  day  faw  ail  elderly  woman  drefled  in 
a  ragged  filk  gown,  whom  hunger  had  for* 
ced  into  our  camp,  followed  by  two  young 
girls,  who  paid  her  great  relpeft.      As  (he 
palTed  through,  flie  carefully  picked  up  (bine 
barley  out  of  horfe-dung,  and   eat  it ;    at 
which  one  of  our  dragoons  would  have  bea- 
ten her,  if  I  had  not  prevented  him.      The 
prince  having  been  informed  of  her  diftrefs, 
xaufed  feed  her  and  her  attendants,  as  long 
as  vrfi  ftaid   there.     She  laid,   that  (he  was 
well  born,  and  had  been  married  to  a  Khan ; 
but  that  her  family  happening  to  fall  under 
the  Shach's  difpleafure,  was  utterly  extirpat- 
ed, and  that  none  remained   with  her  but 
the  two  girls,  who  never  would  leave  her. 
1  his   woman  never  had  been  a  beauty.     I 
have  feen  many  girls,  efpecially  at  Redid, 
who  were  very  beautiful ;  but  I  was  inform- 
ed that  thefe  were  Georgians. 

One  day,  palling  by  a  houfe  out  of  the 
city,  five  or  fix  very  beautiful  girls  ap- 
peared at  the  door  uncovered,  and  feemed 
to  be  very  merry  :  They  laughed,  and  made 
ibme  figns,  as  it  were,  inviting  my  coBh 
rades  and  me  to  go  into  the  houfe ;  and  I 
was  told  by  others,  that  I  was  not  miftakeo, 
for  they  were  common  to  any. 
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I  once  few  a  few  girls  who  were  kept  by 
one  of  the  generals  of  the  .Perfian  army,  look 
out  of  a  tent  uncovered,  as  we  patted  by  ; 
but  I  was  told,  that  if  their  Lord  knew  that 
they  had  expofed  themfelves,  he  would  have 
punifhed  them  moft  feverely.  They  were 
young,  very  pretty ;  and  (aid  to  be  Georgi- 
ans. I  was  informed  that  the  Perfian  wot 
men,  in  general,  would  fooner  expofe  to  pu- 
blic view  any  part  of  their  bodies  than  their 
faces. 

One  of  the  Britifh  merchants  at  Refhd 
told  me,  that  one  morning  very  early,  as  he 
was  walking  by  a  burial  place,  he  there  faw 
a  very  comely  young  woman  fitting  in  her 
fliift,  being  extremely  hot  weather,  giving 
her  child  fuck ;  he  was  very  near  her  before 
(he  fpied  him ;  which  (he  no  fooner  had 
done,  than  (he  covered  her  face  with  her 
fhift,  expofing  what  our  women  carefully 
conceal.  Many  fuch  ftorierl  was  informed 
of,  which  are  not  worth  repeating. 

Men  may  marry  for  life,  or  for  any  de- 
termined time  in  Perfia,  as  well  as  through 
all  Tartary.  I  was  allured,  that  merchants, 
and  other  travellers,  who  intended  to  ftay  a 
month,  or  longer,  in  any  city,  commonly 
applied  to  the  cadee,  or  judges  for  a  wife 
during  the  time  he  propofed  to  ftay.  That 
the  cadee,  for  a  ftated  gratuity,  produced  a 
number  of  gilrls,  whom  h$  declared  to  be  ho- 
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neft,  and  free  from  difeafes,  and  became 
fiirety  for  them.  It  is  faid,  that,  amongft 
thoufands,  there  has  not  been  one  ihftance  of 
their  diihonefty,  during  the  time  agreed  up- 
on. I  have  been  aifo  told,  that  merchants 
who  trade  in  different  cities,  whole  bufinefs 
obliges  them  to  live  in  thefc  cities  fome  time 
every  year,  qr  who  keep  a  warehoufe,  mar- 
ry a  wife  for  life  ;  and  that  they  fuperintend 
their  houfe  in  their  abfence,  and  generally 
prove  very  true  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them. 
The  Perfian  women  are  a}l  drefled  in  long 
gowns  of  filk  or  cotton :  They  all  wear  filk 
or  cotton  drawers,  which  reach  down  to 
their  ancles ;  they  wear  bracelets  of  gold, 
either  wrought  or  fet  with  precious  (tones  a- 
bout  their  ancles  and  wrifls  ;  and  the  forer 
moft  parts  of  of  their  fhifts,  which  are  com- 
monly of  filk,  from  a  point  immediately  be- 
low the  navel,  are  embroidered  down  to  the 
bottom  with  gold  or  fiiver  figures,  forming  a 
large  triangle,  whofe  upper  angle  is  acute. 
They  never  cut  the  nails  of  their,  fingers,  as 
we  do,  but  let  them  grow  long  and  pointed; 
they  are  coloured  with  red,  on  the  firft  joint 
of  each  finger.  I  have  fbmctimes  beenconfult- 
ed  about  their  difeafes  i  and  though  great 
fare  was  taken,  upon  fuch  oocafions,  that  I 
fhould  fee  no  part  of  their  perf  on,  yet  they 
fould  not  hinder  my  feeing  their  hands 
when  I  felt  their  pulfe :  And  though  fre* 
guent  y  it  i»  very  necefTary  to  fee  their  faces, 
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fa  Come  difea&s,  the  Perfians  never  would 
permit  them  to  be  travailed.  When  they  go 
to  the  bath,  which  they  do  twice  or  thrice 
in  a  week,  they  are  vailed  with  wliite  linen, 
but  have  a:  piece  of  net-work  before  their 
eyes,  which  renders  every  thing  vifible  to 
them,  but  prevents  any  from  feeing  them.  , 
Mr  CherkefToff  and  I  were  lodged  in  the 
rooms  where  the  Shach's  women  were  for- 
merly kept,  and  the  bagnio  was  at  the  back 
cf  our  apartments ;  but  there  was  a  commu- 
nication by  a  door,  which  was  made  fad 
when  the  women  were  bathing.  One  day 
the  dragoons  who  attended  us,  having  got 
drunk,  overhearing  the  women  laughing, 
broke  into  their  bagnio ;  but  Mr  Cherkeflbff 
coming  in  at  the  fame  time,  and  overhearing 
the  great  alarm  the  women  were  put  into, 
fpoiled  their  fport. 

The  Perfian  women  endure  all  forts  of 
hardships,  and  undergo  all  kinds  of  drudge- 
ry ;  the  common  women  efpecially,  drefe 
the  land,  plant  the  rice,  and  clean  their  fields, 
and  do  every  other  hard  work,  while  their 
hufbands  only  look  after  markets,  and  fmoke 
the  callian. 

One  day  at  Refhd,  I  went  with  my  coun- 
trymen into  the  country  to  vifit  one  of  their 
acquaintances,  who  bred  {ilk-worms.  At 
pur  arrival,  the  man  caufed  his  wives,  I 
$}nk  he  had  three,  ipread  carpets  on  the 
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graft  in  the  garden,  upon  which  we  fat,' 
imoked  the   callian,    eat   fbme  fruits,   and 
drank  fome  water;  for  they  prefent  no  other 
liquor.     This  man  had  many  children,    yet, 
by  the  affiftance  of  the  women  and  them,  he 
fold  as  much  filk  yearly  as  would  have  been 
fufficient  to   maintain  them  abundantly,  if 
the  cruel  Nadir  had  not  diftrefted  them  (b 
much.     I  do  not  believe  that   this  garden 
exceeded  two  acres  of  ground;  it  was  plant- 
ed  all  over  with  mulberry  trees,  except  a 
fmall  piece  for  herbs. 

I  do  not  propofe  nor  pretend  to  give  the 
reader  a  minute  hiftory  of  Nadir  Shach,  com- 
monly called  Kouli  Khan ;  nor  of  all  the 
battles  he  fought,  far  lefs  the  hiftory  of  Per- 
fia,  which  I  take  to  be  foreign  to  my  defign: 
All  I  intend  is,  in  as  few  words  as  I  poflibly 
can,  to  give  the  fum  of  his  actions,  and  his 
character  in  miniature ;  in  doing  which,  how- 
ever, ls  find  myfelf  obliged  to  differ  from 
thofe  who  have  written  before   me,    as  my 
intelligence  was  from  the  better  fort  of  peo- 
ple in  Perfia,  and  more  authentic  than  that 
of  fome  few  others. 
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Being  an  Account  of  the  Birth,  Parentage,  Ac* 
tions,  and  Death  of  the  cruel  Nadir  Shach. 

NAdir  was  born  in  Chalat,  by  fomc 
called  Katlat,  in  the  year  1687.  **e 
was  the  heir  of  the  prince  of  that  ftrong 
place.  Chalat  is  faid  to  be  an  impregnable 
caftle,  fituated  araongft  the  hills,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Melhed;  and  though  it 
acknowledged  obedience  to  the  crown  of  Per* 
fia,  was  ruled  or  governed  by  a  fucceffion  of 
princes,  who  efteemed  Chalat  their  perfonal 
eftate ;  and  the  inhabitants  paid  obedience 
to  thefe  princes  of  their  own  kindred,  the/ 
probably  they  would  not  have  been  complai- 
nant enough  to  pay  obedience  to  any  Perfian 
governor  ;  which,  no  doubt,  was  thereafon 
that  the  court  of  Perfia  was  willing  to  let 
them  have  their  own  way  of  government,  fo 
long  as  they  were  good  neighbours,  and  ac- 
knowledged fome  fubmiflion  and  fubje&ion 
to  the  crown  of  Perfia. 

When  Nadir  was  about  nine  years  old  his 
father  died,  and  leftthe  government  of  Cha- 
lat to  his  brother,  till  Nadir  ftiould  be  of 
age,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  that  coun- 
try. The  uncle,  whofc  name  I  have  not 
written  in  my  journal,  ruled  the  people  with 
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fuch  difcretioh,  that  they  confirmed  hiiri> 
during  his  life,  in  the  government,  in  pre- 
judice of  young  Nadir,  of  whom  they  had 
no  great  conceit.  They  began  early  to  ob- 
ierve,  that  he  probably  would  prove  a  very 
turbulent  prince,  and  were  afraid  that  his 
government  would  be  tery  difagreeable  to 
them. 

Nadir  did  not  reMfli  fuch  ufage :  It  is  faid 
that  he  retired ;  Hanway  fays,  that  he  was 
captivated  by  the  Ufbecks  ;  but  I  never  was 
informed  of  this,  ndr  of  many  other  anec- 
dotes of  his  life  which  Mr  Hanway  gives, 
nor  of  his  killing  the  courier ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  he  retired  into  Khoraflan,  frhich 
the  Perfians  call  Chora  flan,  and  entered  the 
Shach's  ferviee  as  a  foldier,  anno  1 71 2.  He 
had  not  ferved  long  until  his  military  genius, 
and,  no  doubt,  his  birth  helped  him  to  be 
taken  notice  of  by  Babulu  Khan,  then  gover- 
nor of  Choraflan.  Befides,  he  was  a  remark- 
ably ftrong,  bold  man  ;  qualification*  which 
will  never  fail  to  recommend  a  foldier,  efpe- 
cially  when,  a  country  is  daily  Invaded  by 
enemies,  which  was  the  fituarion  of  Choraf- 
fan  at  that  time.  ^  He  was  not  long  in  the 
ferviee  till  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a 
colonel ;  for,  in  the  year  1719,  a  great  body 
of  Usbecks  fell  upori  Choraflan f  deftroying 
the  country  where-ever  they  went,  carrying 
off  the  inhabitants  into  flavery,  and  feizing 
their  cattle. 

The 
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The  governor  and  his  counfel,  were  evert 
Afraid  thdt  they  would  attempt  Mefhed;  he 
therefore  fummoned  si  council  of  war,  where 
Nadir  was  admitted,  though  he  had,  by  the 
Cuftorri  of  Perfis,  no  right  to  give  advice;  yet 
this  was  a  very  proper  time  for  him,  who  had 
nothing  to  lofe  but  his  life,  upon  which  he 
did  hot  let  great  value,*  in  relpeft  of  making 
hiiqfdf  remarkable  in  the  world.  He  pad- 
ently  heard  what  every  one  feid  j  and  obfer* 
ving  that  the  refuk  of  their  confultatioh  end- 
ed hot  to  his  liking,but  was  the  effett  of  fea^ 
and  confufion,  viz.  to  keep  within  the  city, 
therefore  he  begged  leave  of  the  governor 
to  {peak;  which  being  granted,  in  oppofition 
to  all  the  generals  preient^  he  humbly  repre- 
fentedi  that  the  city  being  very  large,  and 
the  number  of  troops  very  fmall,  it  would 
be  tmpoifibie  to  defend  it  againft  fuch  num- 
bers of  Uibecks:  Add  to  this,  that  a  fetf 
days  would  reduee  {he  citizens  and  foldiere 
to  a  dreadful  famine,  becaufe  they  were  al* 
ready  in  great  wanu  He  f'aid,  that  he  had. 
proved  the  Shach's  foldiers  bravery  to  be  much 
fuperior  to  the  Ufhecks;  and  that  if  he  were 
favoured  With  the  command,  he  made  no 
doubt  of  foon  reducing  the  Ufbecks  to  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  evacuating  the  province.  So  rati- 
onal an  advice,  given  by  a  man  whofe  milita- 
ry genius  had  been  pt oved  in  different  for- 
mer aftions,  was,  however,  agreeable  to 
none  prefem  but  the  governor.  He  infilled 
111  that 
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that  Nadir's  advice  (faould  be  taken  ;  but  the 
generals  prefent  would  not  ferve  under  a  ju- 
nior, a  creature  of  the  governor's*  Of  this 
Nadir  was*  glad,  becanfe  now  he  was  fure  of 
meeting  with  no  opposition  in  the  field,  and 
begged  leave  of  the  governor  that  he  might  be 
at  liberty  to  appoint  his  lieutenants  pro  tem- 
pore* adding,  that  if  this  was  granted,  he 
would  promife  either  to  return  vi&orious,  or 
deliver  up  himfelf  to  the  governor,  to  be  pu* 
niflied  as  he  fhould  think  proper,  if  h<?  esca- 
ped death  in  battle.  The  governor  granted 
all  his  demands.  Nadir  loft  no  time,  and 
being  well  acquainted  With  the  country,  he, 
by  trufty  fpies,  got  certain  notice1  that  the 
Ufbecks  were  encamped,  with  all  fecurity,  on 
the  banks  of  Tedjen.  Nadir  did  not,  as  I 
was  informed,  march  againft  them  in  an 
ostentatious  manner ;  neither  is  fuch  conduit 
agreeable  to  the  well-known  military  conduit 
of  Nadir;  for  at  all  times,  though  none  were 
more  brave,  he  ufed  more  policy  than  can 
well  be  believed ;  and  all  his  military  atchieve- 
ments,  except  the  unfortunate  battle  with 
Topal  Ofman,  feem  to  prove  the  truth  of  this 
aflertion ;  and  that  mifconduft  feemed  to  have 
proceeded  from  his  defpifing  his  enemies, 
whom  he  had  at  all  times  vanquished  former- 
ly. 

Nadir  was  fortunate ;  he  killed  great  num- 
bers, and  returned  vi&orious  to  Meftied  with 
many  thoufands  of  prifoners.     He  not  only 

made 
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made  great  booty  of  their  cattle,  but  got  alt 
their  tents  and  baggage,  and  relieved  the  in-* 
habitants  of  Choroflan;  and  returned  to  the. 
natives  every  thing  which  was  taken  from 
them  by  the  Uibccks.     Thus  he  returned  to. 
Meflied  loaded  with  deferved  honour,  and* 
the  praifes  of  the  whole  province;  and  pray* 
ers  for  his  fafety  and  fixture  profperity.     The; 
governor,  in  the  greateft  raptures  of  joy,  re- 
ceived him,  and  promifed  to  acquaint  the 
unfortunate  Shach  Tashmas  alias  Tachmas, 
of  this  extraordinary  deliverance,  and  at  the.' 
fame  time  intreat  him  to  create  him  (Nadir) 
a  general,  when  the  firft  vacancy  fhould  hap* 
pen.     An  opportunity  foon  prefented ;  but 
the  Shach  promoted  a  young  nobleman,  not: 
bred  to  arms,  a  relation  of  the  governor's* 
This  Nadir  could  not  put  up  with,  without, 
reproaching  the  governor  in  very  harfli  terms; 
and  when  the  governor  endeavoured  to  afford » 
him  that  he  had  aded  honourably,  Nadir 
hefitated  not,  in  the  moft  impertinent  man- 
ner, to  call  him  treacherous,  and  a  liar;  for 
which  the  governor  caufed  him  to  be  bafti- . 
nadoed,  or  beat  on  the  foles  of  his  feet,'  un- 
til the  nails  of  his  toes  ftarted. 

This  puniihrqent  was  not  fufficient  to  calm 
the  turbulent  fpirit  of  Nadir ;  it  only  ferved  * 
to  exafperate  him ;  and  though  he  kept  filent 
till  he  recovered,  this  no  fooner  happened  than 
he  fled  to  the  mountains;  where  numbers  ofdef- 
pprate  vagaboada  refortpd  t9him#  He  not  only 
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robbed  die  caravans,  but  laid  the  Whole  pro* 
vince  under  contribution,  which  terrified  the 
governor  with  the  dread  of  his  refentment* 
Though  Nadir  plundered  the  caravans,  and 
neighbouring  Tartars,  not  fubjeft  to  Perfia, 
the  Perfians  told  us,  that  he  did  no  great 
harm  to  the  inhabitants  of  Choroflan.  His 
uncle  at  laft,  however,  wrote  to  N^dir,  and 
defired  him  to  refrain  from  fo  infamous  a  way 
of  living,  promifing  at  the  fame  time  to  pror 
pure  a  pardon  from  the  weak  Tihmas,  for  all 
his  pad:  faults.  To  this  Nadir  was  not  averfe, 
and  his  uncle  foou  procured  him  a  fiill  par* 
don.  Nadir,  under  colour  pf  paying  his  tin- 
pie  the  mod  fincere  returns  of  gratitude,  went 
to  his  patrimony,  the  well  known  Chalat, with 
but  a  few  of  his  followers ;  and  ordered  fome 
hundreds  of  his  men  to  draw  near  it,  and  be 
ready,  at  a  fignal  g£ven,  to  approach  the  on- 
ly gate,  in  all  hafte.  Nadir  was,  with  his  at-? 
tendants,  admitted  into  the  caftle.  In  the 
morning  of  the  following  day,  his  attendants 
feized  the  gate  of  the  city  without  much  re- 
finance; and  Nadir,  at  the  fame  time,  mur- 
dered his  uncle;  and  thus  he  made  an  eafy 
conqueft  of  that  impregnable  place. 

It  was  in  Chalat  that  Nadir,  when  he  was 
Shach,  depofited  all  his  riches.  The  Petfi- 
ans  told  me,  that  it  ftands  in  a  valley  fur- 
rounded  with  perpendicular  rocks,  which 
none  but  the  winged  inhabitants  can  enter, 
except  at  one  phtce,  which  is  well  fortified, 
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dttd  rendered  as  impregnable  by  art  as  the 
reft  is  by  nature.  They  affirm,  that  the 
fields  and  hills  can  produce,  within  the  Cha- 
lat,  without  greatly  improving  the  ground, 
as  much  provisions  as  can  eaflly  maintain 
1 2,000  men ;  cohfequently  it  need  furprife 
none,  that  the  Kings  of  Perfia  are  glad  to  be 
friends  with  thefe  people,  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  be  very  troublefome  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Choroflan,  and  even  to  Mdhed, 
whence  it  is  not  very  far  diftant. 

Nadir  having  now  become  poffefTed  of  his 
father's  inheritance,  and  added  to  the  natives 
of  Chalat,  about  6000  brave  daring  troops, 
was  very  formidable  j  but  ftill  feemed  to  wi(h 
Well  to  the  inhabitants  of  Choroflan ;  and  in- 
/deed  he  (hewed  greater  kindnefs  for  this  pro-  > 
vince,  than  all  the  reft  of  Perfia,  even  to  the 
day  of  his  death.  He  now,  without  the  a£ 
fiftance  of  any,  determined  to  recover  Ni- 
chabur  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Afgans,  tho* 
their  garrifon  was  very  numerous.  To  this 
purpofe  he  fent  a  few  hundreds  of  his  mea 
to  decoy  them  amongft  the  hills.  It  turned 
out  to  his  wilh,  and  he  cut  them  to  pieces ; 
and,  drefled  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Afgans,  he  ordered  a  confiderable  body  of 
1ms  troops  to  go  to  the  city,  driving  before 
them  a  great  number  of  his  own  men,  as  if 
they  were  captives.  By  this  ftratagem  they 
got  an  eafy  admiflion  into  the  city,  and  foon 
put   all  the   Afgans  to   death,    and  freed 
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this  ancient  (capital  of  Choroflan,  and   the 
whole  province,  from  the  tyranny  of  foreign- 
ers ;  but  he  was  much  dreaded,  •  though    he 
did   them  no  harm*     Thefe  achievements 
performed,  he  wyote  to  Shach  Tachmas,  and 
after  having  given  him  an  account  of  his  ra- 
pid progrefs,  he  declared*  that  he  was   one 
of  the  moft  faithful  fub}e<$s  which  his  Maje- 
fty had,  aijd.that  he  was  ready  to  come  and 
affift  his  Majefty  with   6000  as  brave  troops 
as  ever  Perfia  bred,  providing  the  Shach  would 
pardon  all  bypaft  errors  committed  by  him 
and  his  men*     The  poor  Shach  had   only 
Choroflan,  Afhabat,  and  Mazanderaq,  who 
acknowledged  themfelves  his  fubje&s;  the  reft 
of  Perfia  was  tori>  from  him  by  the  Turks 
Ruffians,  and  Afgans  ;  confequently  he  was 
glad  to  get  fuch  affiftance.     He  agreed  to  all 
Nadir's  demands,  who  foon  appeared  before 
his  Majefty  in  Mazanderan. 

The  firft  thing  he  performed  was,  to  put 
to  death  Fatey  Ali  Khan,  the  Shach's  prince 
pal  minifter,  jtnd  general  of  the  army.  Then 
he  carried  the  King  into  Choroflan,  where  be 
recruited  the  army  in  the  year  1727.  In. 
the  year  1728,  he  was  dignified  with  the  ti- 
tle of  Khan,  and  was  appointed  commander 
in  chief  of  the  Shach's  army ;  and  a  fbort 
time  after  that,  the  King  called  him  Tach- 
njas  Kuli  Khan,  which  is,  in  Perfia,  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  greateft  honours,  to  be 
called  after  the  King*     He  got  permiflio© 
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.  from  the  King  to  reduce  the  only  city  remain- 
ing, which  was  fitudted  on  die  borders  of 
Choroflan  next  to  Kandahaar,  fcarcely  twp 
hundred  miles  fouth-eaft  from  Mefhed,,  cal- 
led Herat.     This  he  did  without  effufion  of 
blood,  excepting  that  he  brought  the  rebel 
governor's  head  to  the  Shach.     Having  re  ; 
duced  all  Choroflan  to  the  King's  obedience, 
he  got  permiffion  from  the  King  to  march  his 
army,  confiding  of  about  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  well  difciplined,  towards  Ifpha- 
•han,  the  metropolis  of  Perfia,  againft  the  Af 
-gans,  who  had  conquered  all  the  fouthem 
provinces,  and  were  commanded  by  Afhreff. 
This  Afhreff  was  acknowledged  Shach  of  Per* 
fia  by  the  Turks :  He  was  informed  of  the  ra- 
pid progrefs  of  Kuli  Khan,  and  was  determi , 
ned  to  feek  him  in  Choroflan ;  but  Kuli  Khan 
having  perfuaded   the  Shach  to  remain  in 
Choroflan,  marched  his  army  only  to  the  ci- 
ty of  Damgoon,  and  waited  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  it  for  the  Afguans ;  nor  did  he 
tarry  lohg,  till  the  Afguans   came  forward 
greatly  fatigued,  and  in  a  ftarviog  condition ; 
however  they  were  obliged  to  give  him  bat- 
tle at  confiderable  difad vantage,  as  Kuli  Khan 
had  chofen  his  ground.     He  cut  many  thou- 
fands  of  the  Afguans  in  pieces,  and  the  reft 
made  the  beft  of  their  way  back  agaih  to  If- 
phahan.     This  battle  was  faid  to  be  fought 
on  the  ad  of  O&ober,  O.  S.     Upon  this 
good  fuccefs.  the  Shach  gave  him  tjie  com- 
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jnand  of  his  whole  army*  by  conftituting  him 
begterbeg,  or  goverao^genejral  of  the  great 
province  of  Q^roflan^  It  is  {aid,  that  Alb- 
•reff,  with  the  (bettered  remains  of  his  army, 
arrived  in  two  days  at  Ttfhiran,  from  thence 
deftroybg  all  the  eouatry  as  he  paCfc}  thro*, 
he  cooped  Mrafelf  up  in  Ifpahaa. 

&uli  Khan  perfuaded  the  foople  King  to 
remain  in  Chorofaa;  fwd  he  proceeded,  in 
the  cold  winter,  through,  a  ruined  country, 
by  which  he  loft  many  of  his  troop?,  ftraigbc 
to  Ifphahan.     Alhreff  haying  fecured  thp  ca- 
pital as  well  as  he  cogld,  went  out  of  the  ci- 
ty and  chafed  a  good  ground, as  he  made  no 
doubt  of  foon  feeing  Knli  Khan ;  nor  was  he 
in  this  deceived,  fpr  he  arrived  on  the  i  $tb 
of  November,  immediately  attacked  him,  cut 
upwards  of  four  thoufaad  in  pieces,  and  fen- 
ced the  remains,  in  great  confofion,  to  fly 
into  the  city,  where  they  did  not  remain 
long;  for  in  great  hade,  having  plundered 
the  royal  palace  and  city,  he  caufed  murder 
Shach  Huflein,  and  retired  with  all  the  rich/    , 
€*9  and  the  haram,  or  King's  women* 

It  is  faid,  chat  upwards  of  three  hundred 
camels  were  loaded  with  the  treafures  of  the 
palace  alone.  Kuli  Khan  foon  entered  Ifpa- 
han,  and  deftroyed  all  the  Afguans  found 
there,  except  a  few  who  had  been  friendly 
to  the  unfortunate  Perfians ;  but  the  fbiy  of 
the  Perfians  was  fo#  great  againft  the  Afguans, 
that  they  utterly  deftroyed  a  very  fupcrb  man- 
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{oleum,  built  by  Magund  or  Mahomed,  the 
founder  of  the  Afguan  monarchy  in  Perfia  j 
they  Scattered  his  bones  in  jhe  moft  dilrefpedt- 
ful  manner,  and  built  a  public  jakes  in  the 
very  place  where  the  fepulchye  flood.  Sq 
ibon  as  Shach  Tachmas  had  received  notice 
that  the  Afguans  were  fled  to  Schiras,  he  fe% 
out  with  his  army,  and  reached  Itpahan  a* 
midft  the  loud  acclamation^  of  joy,  by  the 
Surviving  number  of  the  citizens. 

Kuli  Khan  now  marched  to  Schiras, where 
he  overthrew  the  Afguans  the  third  and  laft 
time.  They  retired  from  thence  on  the  14th 
of  January  1730,  in  the  night-time,  the  day 
after  their  defeat,  and  divided  into  fmall  com- 
panies; but  the  ladies  of  the  ha  ram,  and 
much  treafure,  were  recovered;  and  the  Af- 
guans were  deftfroyed  either  by  the  Perfians* 
or  the  inhabitants,  on  their  way  to  Kanda,- 
haar.  Afhreff  hunfelf  was  murdered  on  the 
road*  The  ladies  and  treafure  were  lent  to 
Ifpahan ;  but  Kuli  Khan  marched  ftraight  a- 
gain  ft  the  Turks,  who  probably  did  not  fo  very 
foon  e*pe&  a  vifit  from  him,  He  routed  Ab» 
dallah  Qafha,  and  took  Hamadan  and  Ker- 
manfha*  Tavris,  and  Ardeville,  into  which 
cities  he  placed  garrifons.  The  Turks  alio* 
nifhed  at  fuch  rapid  conqutfts,  begged  a  . 
truce,  which  was  very  readily  granted ;  be* 
caufe  the  inhabitants  of  Herat  had  revolted, 
and,  it  was  (aid,  had  raifed  a  great  army, 
He  loft  no  time  in  reducing  thele  rebels,  put* 

M  »  «  D„yd$gle 


458        VOYAGES     and 

ting  their  chiefs  to  cruel  deaths,  placing  gar* 
rifons  in  all  fixong  cities  in  the  province  of 
ChorofTan;  and  all  this  he  accomplifhed  in 
the  year  1730. 

The  Turks,  not  regarding  the  time  of  the 
truce,took  advantage  of  Kuli  Khan's  abfence, 
and  marched  great  armies  to  the  borders   of 
Perfia,  againft  whom  the  Shach  went  at  the 
head  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  from  Ifpahan, 
in  O&ober,  to   Tavris,  where  he  joined  the 
troops  left  by  Kuli  Khan,  and  marched  ftraight 
over  the  Armenian  high  hills,  to  fee  the  Turks. 
He  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Erivan, 
with  the  remains  of  his  army,  much  dimi~ 
nifhed  in    numbers  by  famine,  and  the  vio- 
lent winter  froft.     The  Turks  watched  his 
motions,  and  made  an  eafy  vi&ory,  with 
their  fuperior  forces,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1731.  The  Shach's  army  was  beaten  on 
a  branch  of  the  river  Aras,  in  which  many 
of  them  were  drowned.     The  Shach  was  a 
fecond  time   unfortunate  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  city  Hamadan,  which   he  loft, 
with  a  great  number  of  men.     He  retreated 
from  thence  to  Cafbin ;  and  concluded  a  peace 
with  the  Turks  in  January  1732.     Kouli 
Khan  having  reftored  peace  to  ChorofTan, 
placed  fixong  garrifons  in  all  the  flrong  cities; 
and  having  appointed  his  fon  governor,  re- 
turned by  flow  marches,  with  a  numerous 
ermy,  to  Ifpahan,  where  he  waited  on  the 
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Shach,  and  difapproved  of  his  having  made 
peace  with  the  Turks. 

Under  pretence  of  getting  the  Shach  to 
review  his  army,  he  perfuaded  him  to  leave 
the  city;  and,  after  the  review  was  over,  en- 
gaged the  Shach  to  take  a  fmall  collation  in 
his  tent,  where  he  foon  became  intoxicated 
either  with  liquor  or  drugs.  In  this  condi- 
tion he  caufed  him  to  be  privately  conveyed 
to  the  gardens  of  Hazarjerib,  there  to  be 
confined  under  a  ftrong  guard  of  his  Ufbeck 
friends.  He  next  got  the  prince  of  Perfia, 
Abbas  Myrza,  fix  months  old,  fon  of  the 
unfortunate  Shach  Tachmas,  declared  Em- 
peror ;  then  he  loft  no  time  in  lending  the  di- 
ftrcfled  Shach  under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Seb- 
fawar,  a  ftrong  city  in  Choroflan* 

We  have  here  an  example  of  the  mod 
amazing  changes  of  fortune,  and  of  the 
prolongation  of  the  miferies  of  diftrafted 
Perfia,  by  the  very  caufe  by  which  they 
expe&ed  deliverance  from  diftrefs.  In  this 
may  be  feen,  what  we  have  experienced  for- 
merly in  our  own  country,  how  a  bold,  in- 
trepid,determined  villain, gradually  overturn*- 
ed  a  mighty  empire,  under  the  pufillanimous 
adminiftration  of  a  peaceable,  good,  eafy, 
weak  prince.  The  fequel  will  (how,  that 
the  miferies  of  Perfia  are  but  in  their  infancy; 
and  that  Kouli  Khan  proved  a  fcourge  of  iron 
compared  to  die  Afguans.    The  Afguans  de- 
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ftroyed  fome  ten  thoufands  of  men,  but  Koch 
li  Khan  many  millions * 

No  fooner  was  the  young  Abbas  declared 
Emperor,  than  Kouli  Khan  made  all  prepa- 
rations for  carrying  on  a  war  again  ft  the  Turks 
with  vigour;  but  before  he  declared  war,  he 
thought  proper  to  fecure  himielf  in  the  beft 
and  moil  rational  manner.   He  married  the 
aunt  of  the  unfortunate  Einperor,  who  had 
been  promifed  to  him*     He  conferred  the  go- 
vernment of  ChorolTan  upon  his  eldeft  Ibnf 
Riza  Kouli,  and  that  of  Herat  upon  his  (e- 
Cond  fon  Nezr  AH;  his  elder  brother,  Ibra- 
him,  was  made  governor   of  Tavris;    and 
Kerman  was  governed  by  his  fecond  brother; 
next  to  them  all  offices  of  truft  were  diftribu- 
ted  to  fuch  whofe  fortunes  intirely  depended 
upon  him:  But  to  put  it  as  far  as  was  poffible 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Perfians,  ever  to  ga- 
ther head  againft  him,  he  deftroyed  all  claftes 
of  the  ancient  Perfian  nobility,  except  a  few 
fools,  and  fuch  as  had  fled  from  their  native 
country* 

At  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  he  declared 
war  againft  the  Turks  by  a  manifefto, which  he 
fpnt  to  the  governor  of  Bagdat,  Achmed  Ba- 
(ha,  letting  him  know,  that  he  would  foon 
pay  him  a  vifit  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tigris, 
with  an  invincible  army:  Nor  did  he  diiap- 
point  him ;  for  in  February  1733,  he  retook 
KcrmanQia,  and  chopped  off  the  governor's 
head, in  revenge  for  the  murder  of  Seffie Kou- 
li Khan,  a  noble  Perfian,  whom  the  Turks 
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liad  bafely  murdered  Come  time  before  at  Con- 
stantinople. He  then  appointed  a  governor  and 
ilrong  garrifon  in  this  city,  and  marched  to- 
-wards  Bagdat:  He  drove  all  thfe  Turks,  who 
were  fent  to  obftrufl:  his  pafling  the  moun- 
tains, before  him,  and  imagined  that  hefooa 
would  become  matter  of  this  great  city;  but 
in  this  he  was  much  mift^ken.  * 

Achmc-d  fiafha  was  jiiftly  efteemed  one  of. 
the  wifeft  balhaa  in  Turkey.  He  managed 
his  affairs  with  luch  policy,  that,  though  he 
treated  both  the  Turks  and  Perfians  with  the 
grc&teft  politenefs,  he  would  fuffer  neither  of 
them  to  enter  into  the  city  of  Bagdat*  Kouli 
Khan  arrived  near  Bagdat  on  the.  10th  of  A- 
pril;  and,  as  foon  as  was  poflible,  finding 
that  he  could  not  take  it  by  force,  blocaded 
the  city,  (6  that  none  could  get  out.  He 
caufed  build  houfes  for  his  army,  to  let  the 
Turks  fee  that  he  meant!  to  deftroy  thejn  by 
famine,  which  he  undoubtedly  would  have 
done,  if  Topal  Ofman,  one  of  the  beft  gene- 
rals in  Turkey,  with  a  mighty  army,  had 
not  relieved' them.  The  Serafkier  Topal  Ofc 
man  encamped  his  army  at  Kerkond,  not  far 
from  Bagdat,  confiding  of  100,000  men, 
where  Kouli  Khan  paid  him  a  vifit  with  an 
army  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  on  the  18th 
of  July :  The  battle  was  extremely  bloody  on 
both  fides,  and  the  lofs  was  nearly  equal ; 
but  the  haughty  Kouli  Khan  was  for  once 
obliged  to  take  to  his  heels  for  his  fafcty.    He 
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loft  the  battle,  but  little  more ;  for  Topal 
Ofman  acknowledged,  that  his  great  lols  of 
men  wonld  not  permit  him  to  take  any  ad- 
vantage of  the  victory.  Amongft  the  wound- 
ed he  found  the  father-in-law,  and  nephew 
of  Kouli  Khan,  whom  he  treated  with  great 
humanity,  and  fent  to  Kouli  Khan  with  pro- 
pofals  of  peace.  Kouli  Khan  returned  thanks 
for  the  refpedl  he  had  fliown  to  his  relations, 
but  faid  nothing  concerning  the  peace.     He 
had  only  reached  Hamadan,  when  he  wrote 
to  Achmed  Bafhaw,  governor  of  Babylon  or 
Bagdat,  to  let  him  know,  that  he  defigned 
earlynext  year  to  payhimafecond  vifit,wiih  a 
more  powerful  army  than  the  laft.     Of  this 
Topal  Ofman  acquainted  the  court  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  begged  that  they  would  fend 
in  all  hafte  a  great  army,  for  his  was  redu- 
ced much  by  the  late  battle,  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  it.     It  is  faid,  that  he  defired,  as 
he  was  old  and  infirm,  that  the  Porte  would 
appoint  another  Seraflder  to  command  the 
army;  but  to  this  they  were  altogether  deaf; 
however  they  augmented  his  army.     One  of 
Kouli  Khan's  fons  having  heard  of  his  fa- 
ther's defeat,  marched  an  army  to  his  afiift- 
ance,  which  enabled  him  to  pay  Topal  Of* 
man  a  vifit  fooner  than  hccxpe&ed:  Howe- 
ver, Topal  Ofman's  army  was  recruited  fo, 
that  it  numbered  at  lead  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  men.     On  the  25th  of  Oftober,   the 
Perfians  attacked  the  Turks  not  far  from  the 
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former  place  of  a&ion,  loft  four  thou  fan  d 
men,  and  retreated  to  their  camp.  On  the 
a  6th,  they  attacked  them  a  fecond  time,  and 
gained  a  compleat  vi&ory.  The  Turks  loft, 
it  is  faid,  forty  thoufand  men,  all  their  artil- 
lery, arms,  tents,  and  ammunition ;  but  their 
greateft  lofs  was  Topal  Ofman,  who  was  kil- 
led. Kouli  Khan  caufed  bury  his  body  with 
all  the  honours  due  to  fo  great  a  man,  and 
fo  brave  a  general. 

Kouli  Khan  having  received  advice,  that 
the  governor  of  Schiras,Seffie  Mahomed  Khan, 
had  joined  Mahomed  Khan  Balouche,  a  ge- 
neral who  was  fent  into  that  province  to  raife 
recruits  for  the  army,  who  had  rebelled,  and 
proclaimed  Shach  Tachmas  as  their  lawful 
King.  He  loft  no  time;  and  though  they  had 
an  army  of  thirty  thou  land  men,  foon  arri- 
ved in  the  neighbourhood  of  Schiras.  Maho- 
med Khan  Balouche,  poflefled  himfelf  of 
fbme  pafles  amongft  the  mountains;  but  Kou- 
li Khan  made  no  hefitation  to  attack  him. 
Both  generals  were  brave:  Had  their  foldi- 
ers  been  any  way  comparable,  it  is  thought 
that  Kouli  Khan  would  have  had  great  diffi- 
culty to  have  vanquiflied  Mahomed  Khan ; 
but  his  cowardly  foldiers  no  fooner  heard  the 
thunder  of  Kouli  Khan's  voice  giying  orders 
to  his  men.  than  they  took  to  their  heels. 
Mahomed  Khan  attempted,  with  a  body  of 
chofen  men,  to  pierce  the  heart  of  the  bar- 
barous Kouli  Khan,  but  was  prevented  by 
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greater  numbers,  and  obliged  to  fly :  He  was 
taken  by  the  Arabs,  and  carried  priibner  to 
Kouli  Khan;  where,  to  end  the  dil'puie,  he 
hanged  himfelf.  Schiras  fell  now  an  ealy  con- 
queft;  and  Kouli  Khan  having  put  to  death 
the  principal  rebels,  and  pillaged  the  city, 
returned  to  Ifpahan,  During  the  winter  be 
recruited  his  army,  and  made  all  neceflary 
preparations  to  acl  vigoroufly  agaioft  theTudqa 
in  the  fpring. 

The  difference  between  the  Dageftan  and 
Lefgee  Tartars,  I  think  is  not  clear  in  authors; 
I  therefore  deiire  my  readers  to  remember^ 
that  I  call  die  Dageftan  Tartars,  thole  who 
inhabit  the  hills  between  Derbent  and  Circaf- 
iia;  and  1  call  thofe  who  inhabit  the  hilk 
fouth,  and  fouth-eaft  of  Derbent,  all  the  way 
to  the  north  banks  of  Cura,  Lefgee  Tartars* 
Early  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 734,  the 
Crim  Tartars  marched  through  part  of  Cir* 
caffia,  either  to  join  the  friends  of  the  Turksft 
or  attack  their  enemies  amongft  the  Dageftan 
Tartars  •  The  prince  Heflenhum  burgh  com- 
manded a  garrifon  at  Soulack,  before  Kizlaar 
was  built.  He,  at  the  head  of  a  few  hun- 
dreds of  regular  troops,  denied  the  Crim 
Tartars  a  paflage ;  but  they  repulfed  the 
prince,  though  in  fo  doing  they  loft  fome 
thoufands  of  their  number ;  and  the  Dage* 
ftan  Tartars  fell  upon  them  before  they  had 
proceeded  much  farther,  and  cut  them  off, 
fo  that  they  cpuld  be  of  no  fervice  to  the 
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ftfrks.  The  Ltfgee  Tartars  tfere  aflembling 
about  Cora.  Konli  Khan  fent  his  fon  Nex* 
Ali  with  a  good  body  of  troops,  who  drove 
then*  back,  and  confined  them  to  their  hills* 
Kouli  Khan,  however,1  let  out  very  earlyy 
and  marched  by  Tavris  ftraight  to  TefHS,  the 
capital  of  Georgia,  With  ari  army  of  at  leaft 
tone  hundred  thoufand  men*  The  Turks 
this  year  made  but  a  despicable  appearance, 
flying  before  the  ii&orious  Perfian  army  c- 
very  where*  At  lad  Koiili  Khan  fat  do\m 
before  Granjay  in  the  month  of  October,  but 
could  not  take  it,*  though  lie  was  matter  of  a 
great  train  of  artillery.  A  nobleman  of  the 
family  of  my  commander  Prince  Golitzin* 
Wad  envoy  in  f*erfia,  and  happened  to  be  in 
the  Perfian  army.  *  Though  the  Ruffians  did 
hot  care  to  make  war  upon  the  Tdrks  at  this 
time, yet  it  was  their  iritereft  to  get  the  Turks 
and  Perfians  to  deftroy  one  another ;  where-' 
fore  this  Prince  Golitziri  made  KotfK  Khan 
fenfible,  that  as  winter  was  fall  advancing, 
he  would  not  be  able  to  take  this  ftrong  city, 
defended  by  a  rfumerous  garrifon,  without 
the  afliftance  of  good  bombardiers,  and  a  few 
mortars  j  the  ufe  of  which  the  Perfians,  at 
that  time,  knetf  little  of*  In  Ihort,  the  prince 
wrote  to  the  governor  of  Aftrachan,  com- 
manding him  to  fend  three  of  his  belt  bom- 
bardiers, with  bombs,  and  other  ammuni- 
tion, to  the  mouth  of  Cura,. where  they  would 
be  properly  efcorted  to  the  place  where  he 
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was.  Thefe  men  were  drafted  exa&ly  like 
the  Perfians,  that  the  Turks  might  not  know 
them  to  be  Ruffians.  They  arrived;  and  in 
the  night-time  formed  a  battery  in  a  conve- 
nient place,  againft  one  of  the  ftrongeft  bafti- 
ons  of  Genja,  where  the  Turks  had  fecured 
their  great  magazine  of  powder.  Early  in 
the  morning  the  prince  font  notice  to  Kouli 
Khan,  that  every  thing  was  in  readinefs,  and 
entreated  him  to  come,  becaufe  the  bombar- 
diers were  ready  to*  pliy  off  their  mortars* 
Kouli  Khan  anfwered,thatfomethinghindred 
him  from  coming  at  that  time ;  but  added, 
in  a  taunting  manner,  that  they  might  begin 
as  fo'on  as  they  thought  proper ;  that  he  would 
be  with  them  long  before  the  baftion  would 
be  much  hurt  by  them:  But  in  this  he  was 
much  miftaken ;  for  the  blowing  up  of  the 
baftion  loon  undeceived  Kouli  Khan,  and 
demonftrated  that  the  Perfians  knew  little  in 
the  management  of  artillery.  Though  Kou- 
li Khan  was  glad  that  the  baftion  was  deftroy- 
ed,  yet  he  was  very  forry  that  he  had  not 
feen  the  operation.  The  prince  ordered  his 
bombardiers  to  take  their  reft;  and  when  it 
was  night,  he  fent  them,  with  a  few  proper 
attendants,  back  to  the  (hip.  This  city  was 
taken  that  day,  without  any  terms,  and  the 
Turks  were  all  made  prifoners  of  war. 

Next  day  Kouli  Khan  defired  to  fee  the 
men  who  had  contributed  fo  much  towards 
his  fuccefe  ;  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to  reward 

them 
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them  properly  ;  but  was  much  furprifed  to 
Hear,  that  they  were  fent  back  to  Aftrachan; 
and  could  not  refrain  from  chiding  the  en- 
voy for  it.  To  which  he  anfwered,  that 
they  had  done  what  they  were  commanded 
to  do ;  and  he  had  obeyed  the  orders  from 
the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh.  KquH  Khan 
fent  a  prefent  to  them  by  the  envoy  ;  and 
this  affair  was  kept  a  fecret  in  Ruflia,  that  it 
might  not  irritate  the  Turks  ;  nor  would  I 
have  mentioned  it  here,  if  I  thought  that  it 
could  now  poffibly  have  any  bad  effeft. 

Kouli  Khan  finished  this  year's  operations 
by  conquering  all  the  open  country  belong- 
ing to  the  Georgians,  and  great  part  of  Ar- 
menia ;  andi  laftly,  by  deftroying  the  great 
opulent  city  of  Shamachee,  and  putting  to 
cruel  deaths  the  principal  inhabitants,  driving 
the  reft  to  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  Caucafus, 
to  build  a  new  city,  the  fame  I  defcribed 
formerly. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  year,  (1735)  two 
remarkable  events  happened  to  the  Perfians; 
the  firft  was,  their  fending  a  fplendid  embaf- 
fy  to  St  Peterfburgh,  to  demand  the  reftitu-  % 
tion  of  the  Perfian  provinces  which  had  been 
conquered  by  Peter  the  Great  j  in  lieu  of 
which,  the  Perfians  propofed  to  grant  liberty 
to  the  Ruffian  merchants  to  trade  through  all 
the  empire  of  Perfia,  free  of  all  duties,  or 
any  confiderations  whatfoever ;  and  pro- 
mifed  to  affift  the  Ruffians  againft  the  Turks* 

if 
- 


468        YOYAGES     and 

if  they  fjiould  make  war  againft  them*  Thi$ 
they  never  performed,  though  they  gave  the 
merchants  a  free  trade.  To  thefe  propo- 
fals  the  Ruffians  eafily  agreed  ;  becaufe  thefe 
province^  were  fo  far  from  being  advanta- 
geous to  the  trcafury,  th#t  they  pofl  them 
great  e^pences  annually  j  add  to  this*  that 
they  proved  very  jnortal  to  the  foldiers.  J 
was  credibly  informed,  that  Ruflia  was  ob- 
liged to  recruit  their  army  ift  Perfia  with  for? 
ty  or  fifty  thoufand  men  annually.  The 
Ruffians,  obliged  to  fuffer  great  hardlliips  in 
their  march,  both  by  fea  and  land,  arrived 
annually  in  Perfia  when  the  rains  and  heat 
were  at  the  greateft,  and  when  a  variety  of 
dangerous  delicious  fruit  were. in  their  grea<- 
teft  perfection  ;  Thefe  <aufes  produced  ma* 
lignant  fevers  and  fluxes,  which  foon  dunir 
niflied  their  numbers. 

The  next  great  event  was,  a  very  great 
vi&ory  which  the  Perfians  gained  over  the 
Turks,  which  threw  them  into  the  utmoft 
confufibn,  and  was  the  caufe  of  making 
peace.  The  army  which  the  Turki(h  Seraf~ 
iier  Abdallah  Couproli  commanded,  was  by 
forrje  faid  to  be  eighty  thoufand  men  ;  by 
others,  which  is  very  credible,  it  was  laid  to 
equal  an  hundred  thoufand  men.  That  un- 
der Kouli  Khan  did  not  exceed  fixty  thour 
iand  ;  but  I  was  told  it  was  fcarce  fifty 
thoufand  men.  The  Perfians  were  obliged 
|q  ufe  ftr^wgems,  of  which  Kouli  Khan  was 
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a  great  wafer.     I  (hall  apt  follow  the  a*> 
counts  of  others  concerning  this  campaign, 
which  was  fhort,  but  give  the  account  of  ft 
as  I  had  it  from  Perfians,  who  were  prefect, 
Kouji  Kh^n  obferved  the  Turkifh  array  en* 
camped  in  a  valley,  covering  the  earth  like 
locufts.     He  marched  upwards  them,  thro? 
the  defiles  of  the  mountains  in  Georgia,  to- 
wards  the  valley  called  Arpakavi,  where  the 
Turkith  army  lay  encamped,    waiting  for 
fome  ammunition,  before,  they  proceeded 
farther  into  Perfiaf      Upon  the  Perfian  fide, 
there  was  a  hijl  covered  with  woods,  except 
in  the  middle,     In  this  hill,  which  was  nei- 
ther high  nor  deep,  Kouli  Khan  caufed  make 
fome  considerable  mines,  and  charged  them 
well  with  powder*     When  all  was  ready,  he 
ordered  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  men  to 
march  to  the  Turkifh  camp,  with  the  greateft 
fecreiy,  and  fuddenly  fall  upon  them  in  a 
morning  parly,  and  then  to  retreat  towards 
bis  camp,  which  l^y  between  the  Turks  and 
the  before-mentioned  hill :    This   th?y  did 
with  great  bravery,  and  killed  a  very  great 
number  of  Turks.     At  firft  they  ihrew  the 
Turks  into  the  greateft  confufion,  until  they 
were  feniible  that  they  were  attacked  by  a 
very  inconsiderable  number  of  the  enemy, 
which  at  laft  forced  the  Turks  to  fly  the  field. 
The  Turks  purfued,  till  they  fpied  Kouli 
Khan  in  a  great  hurry,  and  feemingly  in  con- 
fufion, finking  his  tents,   and  ieeking  his 
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fafety  in  flight:  He  retreated,  however,  not 
in  confufion,    but   with   fuch  refolute  pru- 
dence, that  the  Turks  could  not  break  his 
men,  nor  get  any  fpoil.     He  fled  over  the 
hill  before-mentioned,  clofely  purfued  by  the 
Turks  :  But  on  the  oppofite  fide  he  made  a 
ftand,  and  began  to  thunder  out  his  orders  ; 
which  (truck  a  terror  in  the  moft  refolute 
Turks,  who  heard  his  dreadful  voice.    When 
the  center  of  the  Turkilh  army  was  march- 
ing over  the  top  of  the  hill,  it  blew  up,  and 
buried  many,  and  could  not   mifi  to  throw 
the  whole  army  into  the  greateft  confufion, 
efpecially  when  a  body  of  twenty  thou  fan  d 
men  rufhed  out  from  the  woods,  and  attack- 
ed their  flanks  with  fuch  refolution,  that  it 
became  no  longer  a  battle,  but  a  maflacre. 
The  feraflcier,  and  two  more  of  the  principal 
bafhas  were  killed  ;  upwards  of  twenty  thou- 
fand were  taken  prifoners  ;  and  we  were  in- 
formed, that  only  about  eight  thoufand  were 
conduced  fafe  to  Cars  by  their  bafha  Abdal- 
lah :  So  that  the  Turks  muft  have  loft  in  this 
battle  about  fifty  thoufand  men,  befides  the 
prifoners,  who,  in  company  of  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Erivan,  which  capitulated,  in 
confequence  of  this   viftory,  were   fent  to 
Choroflan  ;  but  the  garrifon  were  permitted 
to  retire,  according  to  the  capitulation,  to 
Cars. 

Kouli  Khan  this  year  recovered  all  places 
taken  from  the  Perfians  by  the  Turks,  and 
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obliged  them  to  make  peace  upon  his  own 
terms  :  He  protratted  the  conferences,  how- 
ever, till  the  beginning  of  next  year,  that  is 
to  fay,  till  he  was  fenfible  the  Turks  would 
have  their  hands  full,  war  being  declared  by 
them  again  ft  the  empires  of  Germany  and 
Ruflia;  by  which  means  he  could,  with  great 
fecurity  from  the  Turks,  carry  on  his  inten- 
ded war  againft  the  Indians. 

Early  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1736, 
the  young  Shach  Abbas  died ;  and  Kouli 
Khan  convoked  the  Perfian  chiefs  on  the 
banks  of  the  Cur  a,  the  very  place  where  our 
camp  was  pitched,  when  on  our  journey  to 
Gilan.  He  pretended,  that  they  were  now 
at  liberty  to  chufe  a  king :  But  they  could 
eafily  obferve*  that  he  meant  himfelf ;  and 
that  whoever  did  not  aft  voluntarily,  would 
be  in  hazard  of  being  put  to  death.  They 
therefore  unanimoufly  begged  him  to  accept 
of  the  Perfian  diadem*  He  had  no  great 
difficulty  to  accept  of  what  he  wifhed  for. 
Henceforth  we  are  to  call  him  Nadir  Shach, 
the  name  he  chofe.  At  this  time  he  de- 
manded that  none  of  them  ihould  fupport 
or  protedl  any  of  the  family  of  their  ancient 
.kings,  under  pain  of  death,. as  rebels  ;  and 
that  the  diadem  (hould  be  hereditary  in  his 
family.  Laftly,  that  they  (hould  not  curfe 
Omar,  CMman,  and  Abubeker.  To  all  thfcfe 
propofals  they  readily  agreed,  but  only  de- 
iired  that  the  priefts  might  belicard  j  becaufe 

they 
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ihey  pleaded  ignorance  of  what  concerned  re^ 
ligion.  The  diief  £rieft  was-  againft  any 
alteration  of  religion,  and  fpoke  warmly; 
but  his  oration  was  fltddenly  ftopped  by  the 
bow-ftring. 

.  Now  the  P effiafts  have  got  a  Brig  much 
worfe  than  any  they  ever  had  before.  Let 
us  relate  his  unheard  of  cruelties,  as  briefly  as 
poffible,  tintil  deferved  death  puts  a  ftop  to 
his  hellifh  career. 

He  firft  fe'tfed  all  churdi  lands  and  emo^ 
luments,  under  pretence  that  their  prayers 
were  not  regarded  by  Heaven :  Then  he  if- 
fued  out  a  declaration,  draining,  that  there 
{hould  be  no  difference  of  religion  between 
the  iWians  arid  Turks  :  Upon  which" joyful 
pecafion  he  fent  an  ambaflfkdor  to  Conftan* 
tinople,  and  went  himfelf  to  Ifpahan,  to  pre* 
j>are  for  the  conqueft  of  Kandahar. 

Nadir  having  fettled  all  affairs  in  peace 
With  the  Ruffians  and  Ttirks,  appointwf  his 
fon  regent  of  Perfia,  in  his  ab  fence,  and  a- 
bout  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  fet  out  for 
Kandahar.  His  army  confided,  it  is  laid, 
of  eighty  thoufand  men  ;  and  he  gave  orders 
to  fend  another,  lefs  numerous,  after  him* 
HufTan  Khan,  an  Afguan  prince,  was  govern 
jior,  or  rather  prince  of  Kandahar,  a  great 
foldier.  He  had  an  army  of  betwixt  thirty 
and  forty  thoufand  men,  and  laid  in  gjreat 
ftore  of  every  thing  neceflary,  expecting  a 
Jong  fiege.     Huflan  Khan  irtet  the  Perfians 
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atHongft  the  hills,  thinking  to  retard  their 
march ;  but,  after  having  loft  about  two 
fhoufand  of  his  beft  troops,  he  was  obliged 
to  retire,  and  coop  himlelf  up  in  the  city* 
which  Was  ftrong.  The  liege  began  with 
the  year  1737*  Nadir  was  determined  to 
form  a  blockade,  becaufe  he  had  no  hopes  of 
taking  fo  ftrong  a  place  without  the  help  of 
artillery,  which  was  not  to  be  brought  eafily 
through  defart  impafTable  mo  nil  tains,  HuP* 
fan  Khan  profered  to  acknowledge  the  Per- 
fian  government,  and  to  fubmit  to  Nadir, 
provided  he  would  leave  them,  and  not  com- 
mit any  more  hoftilities  2  But  Nadir  would 
not  agree  to  fuch  propofak*  Forefeeing 
that  this  fiege  would  take  up  much  of  his 
time,  he  built  houfes  round  the  city,  to  let  the 
inhabitants  fee  what  they  were  to  expeft ;  and 
at  the  fartie  thrie  ordered  his  fon  to  make  war 
againft  the  Ulbecks*  left  they  might,  as  was 
fufpetted,  affift  the  Afguans  ;  this  his  fon 
performed  to  his  wifh,  and  returned  victori- 
ous to  Meftied* 

The  Khan,  however,  made  tnany  Tallies 
Upon  the  Perfian  army,  ahd  carried  into  the 
city  many  thoufands  of  their  horfes,  which 
ferved  them  in  the  fiege,  and,  when  ufelcfs, 
were  provifion  for  the  garrifon. 

Nadir  had  appointed  his  brother  Ibrahim 

governor  of  Georgia,  independent  of  his  fon  ; 

and  had  ordered  his  fon  to  undertake  no- 
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thing  of  moment  without  his  uncle's  advice, 
in  his  abfence.  The  Lefgces  bearing  a  ha- 
tred to  the  Perfians,  laid  fiege  to  Shavran  : 
Ibrahim  marched  to  the  relief  of  this  city, 
but  was  killed.  The  prince,  being  now  free 
of  his  uncle,  ruled  over  Perfia  in  a  moft  bar- 
barous manner,  after  his  father  was  gone  in- 
to India. 

The  Shach's  patience  was  at  an  end,  by 
the  vigorous  defence  the  khan  of  Kandahar 
made,  and  therefore  agreed  to  let  him  conti- 
nue governor  of  that  province,  provided  on- 
ly that  his  army  might  be  recruited  with  his 
brave  garrifon  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

After  having  recruited  his  army,  he  march- 
ed into  India  about  the  beginning  of  July 
I738>  being  previoufly  invited  there  by  fe- 
veral  of  the  Mogul's  rebellious  grandees.  He 
never  declared  that  he  intended  any  thing  a- 
gainft  the  Great  Mogul,  until  he  had  pene- 
trated far  into  India,  and  palled  fbme 
branches'  of  the  Indus.  Some  of  the  Omras 
he  conquered  by  arms,  and  fome  by  pre- 
sents :  And  thus  he  marched  forward,  till  he 
arrived  before  the  flxong  city  of  CabuL 
The  brave  governor,  Sherzih  Khan,  defended 
the  city  for  one  month,  and  killed  many  of 
the  Perfians.  At  laft  it  was  taken  by  ailault, 
*nd  this  gallant  man,  and  his  fon,  with  the 
garrifon,  were  put  to  the  fword,  without  di- 
ftindion.  This  city  Nadir  garrifoned  with 
his  own   foldiers,  as  it  is  reckoned  the  key 
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into  India  ;  in  it  he  found  great  riches, 
which  enabled  hica  to  carry  on  t»s  defigns  a* 
gain  ft  the  Mogul's  empire,  and  fecured  him- 
ielf  a  fafe  retreat,  in  cafe  he  flxould  be  un* 
fortunate* 

The  court  of  the  Mogul  was  in  great 
trouble,  at  the  report  of  Nadir's  rapid  pro* 
grefs  :    It  was  therefore  refolved  to  oppofe 
htm  with  the  royal  army,  commanded  by. the 
Mogul  in  perfon  ;  but  all  was  in  confufion 
in  the  Mogul's  army  ;  one  day  ordering  to 
march,  and  the  next  day  ifTuing  out  counter- 
orders  :    And  this  mud  always  happen  to  be 
the  cafe,   when    an  abfolute  monarch  is  a 
weak  man.     But  Nadir  Shach  was  not  idle ; 
he  had  loft  many  men  in  parting  through  the 
narrow  defiles,  amongft  the  hills,  by  the  in* 
habitants  of  thefe  countries  :  And  if  the  Mo- 
gul had  been  aitifted  with  able  minifters,  Na- 
dir would  certainly  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to. 
their  refentraent:     But  he  having  become 
pofTefled  of  great  riches,    by  the  taking  of 
Cabul,  was  enabled  to  bribe  them ;  who  at 
lad  not  only  permitted  him  to  pals  through 
their  country,   but  recruited  his   army-:  So 
that  it  was  more  numerous  when  he  arrived 
at  Peiflior,  than  it  was  when  he  let  out  from 
Kandahar.     Necir  Khan,  who  was  -a  brave 
man,  and  true  to  his  prince  and  country, 
colleded  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  and  made  a 
ftand  amongft  the  hills*  not  far  from  Beifhor ; 
but  beyig  overpowered  by  multitudes,.he  was 
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obliged  to  retreat  to  PfeUhor,  where  he  ftaid 
not  long,  but  wad  taken  and  brought  to  Na- 
dir, who  made  him  his  friend.     Nadir  foon 
conquered  Peilhor,  and,  no  doubt,  got  ibme 
riches  there.  He  was  now  diftant  from  Deh- 
lie  only  between  four  and  five  hundred  miles, 
and  had   feme  of  the  branches  of  the  Indus 
to  pafs,  and   fome  troublefome  roads  thro1 
Labor.     The  Moguls    court  continued  in 
confufion,  and  that  infe&ed  the  whole  em* 
pire.     However,  at  laft,  the  imperial  army 
marched,  with  four  hundred  pieces  of  can* 
non.     In  the  beginning  of  December  they 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dehfie* 
It  is  reported,  that  the  Mogul's  army  con* 
fitted  of  two  hundred  thoufand  fighting  men, 
befides  a  great  number  of  elephants.      The 
Perfian  army,  it  is  faid,  confuted  of  an  hun- 
dred and   fifty  thoufand  men,  of  different 
nations ;    but  I  fpoke  with  a   Perfian,  who 
was  prefent  at  the  adion,  Aga  Mine,  and  he 
faid,  that  the  Perfian  army  was  not  an  hun* 
dred  thoufand  ftrong. 

Nadir  having  pafled  the  Indus,  he  hefita* 
ted  not  to  attack  the  Mogul's  army,  and 
foon  defeated  it.  The  Mogul  was  made 
prifoner,  but  treated  with  deference,  and  e- 
very  thing  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vid*o-> 
rious  Perfian  s.  This  battle  was  fought  a- 
bout  the  middle  of  February,  and  the  two 
JSinperorS  met  in  a  pavilion,  appdiitted  by 
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Nadir,  on  die  i8th  of  th*  fame  ittobtb  aim 
*739*  to  make  a  £ham  appearance  of  adjaft* 
ing  their  differences*  though  every  one:  way 
Jenfible  that  the  Mogul  was  obliged  to  fob* 
mk  to  whatever  term*  Nadir  pleated  to  pro* 
pole*  On  this  occafion  Nadir  catifed  croft  a 
pavilion  between  the  two  armies,  to  which 
he  went,  and  watted  till  the  Indian  monarch 
was  brought  to  him*  very  uncertain  of  his 
fate. 

The  difpofitiom  of  Nadir  was  Very  well 
known  :  Juflice  and  honour  he  little  regard* 
cd,  and  he  was  an  ablbkxte  ftcanger  to  hunrun 
nity ;  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  hac| 
contaminate  prudence,  md  was  naturally  a 
very  great  politician.  His  prudence  and  poli* 
cy  were  the  MogulV  fafety ;  but,  though  he 
gave  out  that  he  intended  to  fave  his  life,  and 
let  him  remain  Emperor  of  all  India  eaft  of 
the  river  Indus,  yet  no  perfbn  can  doubt; 
that  this  proceeded  not  from  the  tegard  which 
he  pretended  to  have  for  either  his  family  or 
perfon ;  though  he  might  have  fame  regard 
for  one  of  the  unfortunate  and  weak  depen- 
dents of  the  great  Timur  Khan  or  Tamar- 
kne,  yet  he  could  have  Utile,  if  any ,  for  the 
perlbn  of  the  man  whom  he  had  vilified  and 
ridiculed  for  his  incapacky  to  govern  his  fub- 
jefts  ;  nor  would  he  have,  at  the  fame  time, 
promifed  to  re~cftabiifh  the  very  man  whom 
he  had  declared  unfit  to  govern,  if  this  had 
not  proceeded  from  the  fear  of  his  own  fafe- 
ty, 
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ty,  and  that  he  judged  Mahomet,  for  thar 
was  the  name  of  this  Great  Mogul,  mod  pro- 
per to  reign  in  Iadia ;  becaufe  if  he  had  de- 
stroyed this  man,  and  appointed  any  other, 
it  is  evident,  by  fuch  an  impolitic  behaviour, 
he  would  have  made  many  thoufands  of  e~ 
nemies  through  all  India;  the  confequence  of 
which  would  have  been,  that  he  would  have 
had  but  a  very  precarious  chance  of  being 
able  to  return  to  Perfia  fafely  with  the  great 
treafure  he  had  already  amafled,  and  what  he 
expefted  to  get  in  Dehlie  ;  far  lefs  would  he 
have  had  any  the  fmalleft  hopes  of  keeping 
pofleffion  of  the  new  provinces  on  the  weft 
of  the  Indus ;  whereas  he  was  pretty  certain 
of  executing  all  his  plans  by  prefervingthe  life 
of  this  puiillanimous  prince,  and  placing  him 
again  on  the  throne*  He  feized,  it  is  faid, 
two  hundred  pieces  of  the  Indian  cannon, 
the  military  cheft,  and  all  the  riches  he  could 
get  in  the  Mogul's  army.  Having  cauied 
bury  the  dead,  the  number  of  whom  was 
faid  to  be  near  thirty  thoufand,  he  gave  liber- 
ty to  the  living  to  return  to  their  own  coun- 
try, and  prepared  to  fet  out  for  Dehlie.  He 
proceeded  to  this  city  with  great  circumfpec* 
tion,  where  he  arrived  on  the  8th  of  March. 
Having  fecured  the  Imperial  family,  he  im- 
mediately began  to  plunder  the  palace,  and 
the  palaces  of  all  the  great  Lords  who  were 
in  Dehlie.  The  Perfian  foldiers,  on  the  9th 
©f  fame  month,  were  fet  upon  by  the  inba* 

bitants, 
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bttants,  and  fome  were  killed.  This  was  no 
fooner  reported  to  the  inhuman  Nadir,  than 
he  gave  orders  for  a  general  mailacre  of 
the  inhabitants,  which  were  executed  with 
the  moft  (hocking  barbarity,  fparing  nei- 
ther age  nor  fex:  It  lafted  from  morning 
till  late  in  the  afternoon,  at  which  time,  it 
was  thought,  die  Perfians  had  murdered 
two-thirds .  of  them. 

A  ftop  was  at  laft  put  to  this,  by  die  inter- 
ceflion  of  an  Indian  Lord,  called  Nizam  Al- 
Muluck.  Mr  Han  way  fays,  that  this  mafTacre 
began  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
ended  at  three  in  the  afternoon  ;  that  twenty 
thoufand   women    drowned    themfelves    in 
wells ;  and  that  a  hundred  and  ten  thoufand 
of  the  inhabitants  were  murdered.     It  is  ve- 
ry probable  that  many  more  were  murdered, 
hecaufe  Dehlie  is  efteemed  a  very  large  and 
populous  city.     I  never  could  be  rightly  in- 
formed about  the  number  of  them,  nor  in- 
deed do  I  think  it  poffible  to  know,  becaufe 
they  were  all  burnt  or  buried  the  day  follow- 
ing.    One  finall  part  of  the  city  was  faved 
at  the  interceffion  of  Sirbullind  Khan  an  In- 
dian Lord,  who  promiled  to  pay  a  very  great 
fum  for  their  redemption,  which  was  accept- 
ed of.     It  is  remarkable,  that  he  caufed  ma- 
ny of  the  Indian  women,  who  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  were  brought  before  him,  fuffer  the 
mod  indecent  barbarous  treatment ;  but  the 
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Perfian  women   were  frfcejoendy  treated  in 
the  fame  manner* 

Nadir,  having  matte  aH  fcafte  in  collefting 
the  riches  of  India,  at  laft  gave  orders  to 
march  from  Dehlie  on  the  4th  of  May,  after 
having  made  a  kfring  peace  wkh  the  Great 
Mogul,  and  confirmed  the  fame  by  a  mar- 
riage betwixt  his  fccond  fon  Nezr  Al  Mynca 
and  the  Mogul's  niece  Cambarche.  The  va- 
lue taken  frftm  the  Indians  is  computed  by 
Mr  Han  way  as  follows ; 

€rom  £.  Sterling  t 

Jewels  taken  from  the  Mogul  and  Indian  Lords     25  31 ,250,000 

The  peacock  throne,  and  nine  others,  alfo  fe- 
deral weapons  mid  utenfils,    idl  garnifhed 

with  precious  ftpnes         -         -         "9  U»?5P,ooa 

Gold  and  fir* en  plate,  and  money  which  Na- 
dir melted  down        -        •                 •*          $0  3 7, $00,000 

Rich  manufactures  of  many  kinds             -              2  2,500,000 

Cannon,  warlike  ftores,  iftrrnrture,  and  other 

#  wluabk  commodities       -  ,     r         »           4  5,000,00a 

16     87,500,00* 

As  (bon  as  he  arrived  in  die  gardens  of 
Shalimar,  he  mattered  his  army,  and  four 
hundred,  fays  Hanway,  were  miffing,  only 
faty  of  whom  were  cfifcovered  ;  they  no 
fooner. arrived  in  his  caropt  than  he  ordered 
their  heads  to  be  (truck  off*  Aga  Mine,  my 
principal  informer  about  this  expedition, could 
give  me  no  fatisfa&ory  account  of  the  im- 
menfe  riches  Nadir  got  here,  but  in  general 
faid,  that  it  was  altogether  incredible,  and 
that  he  believed  not  one  in  the  army  could 
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tell  the  true  value,  except  Nadir  himfelf. 
Hbw  Hanway  catae  to  know  every  thing  €6 
txadtly,  I  leave  to  the  reader  to  guefs  ;  how- 
ever, ht  affirms  the  following  account  2 

'*  Natdir  carried  with  him  one  hundred 
and  thirty  writers,  among  whom  were  feve* 
ral  who  uriderftood  the  financed  of  the  em* 
pire,  of  which  he  was  particularly  defirous  of 
acquiring  an  entire  knowledge.  He  alio  ob* 
Kged  three  hundred  mafons  and  builders, 
two  hundred  finithi,  two  hundred  carpen- 
ters, and  one  hundred  ftone-cutters,  to  en- 
gage in  his  fervice,  in  order  to  go  into  Per- 
ils. His  intentions  were  to  build  a  city  afc 
ter  the  model  of  Dehfie,  a  draught  of  which 
he  carried'  with  him,  &c. 

€$  BdiTdes  jewels,  gold,  filver,  and  other 
valuables  already'mentioned,  he  .took  with 
hint  near  three  hundred  elephants,  ten  thou- 
fend  horfes,  and  as  many  camels,  of  which 
many  were  loaded  with  fpoil.  Moft  of  the 
giAd  and  filver  was  melted  into  ingots,  and 
flung  over  the  backs  of  camels,  horfes,  and 
niules,  &c" 

By  Mr  Hanway*!s  computation,  die  trea- 
fare  alone  would  require  five  thoufand  and 
feven  hundred  camels,  and  two  thoufand  and 
fifty  horfes  and  mules  to  carry  it,  and  the  ar- 
tiHery  and  other  warlike  (lores  would  require 
a  milch  greater  number.  He  returned -to 
Karrial,  and  paffed  the  Indus  by  the  fame 
way  he'  caxhe  into  the  country.  He  required: 
P  p  p  '  vc 
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very  large  contributions  from  the  cities  thro? 
which  he  patted.    ,  Lahore  paid  one  crore,  or 
L.  1,250,000  Sterl.     He.  experienced  gre^it 
difficulty  in  pafling  oyer  the  rivers,  particu- 
larly the  Indus,  and  he  was  threatened  with 
{till  greater  difficulties  in  palling  through  tbe 
defiles  of  the  mountains  on  the  weft  fide  of 
Indus  ;  for  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries, 
which  were  yielded  to  Perfia  by.  the  Mogul, 
aflembled  in  great  numbers,  in  orcjer  to  bin- 
der his.  getting  forward?  and  he  was  even 
forced  to  negotiate  witfr  them  for  a  film  of 
money,  which, being  agreed  to,  he  paid  them 
ten  lacks  of  rupees,  in  y^lue  of  our  money 
L.  125,000  Sterling.  Ashe  was  a  long  time 
in  palling  thefe  rivers,  a  courier  arrived  ac 
his  camp  frojm  the  Mogul,  demanding  that 
Nadir  would  return  two  favourite  jewels  be^ 
longing  to  the  Sultana's  head-drefs.     Thefe 
could  .not  be  found  amongft  his,  riches;  but  it 
gave  a  handle  for  his  plundering  his  generals 
andibldiers  of  what  jewels  they  had  acquired. 
.  It  is  certain,  upon  t^is  occaiipn,  that  many, 
fooner  than  deliver  them  up,  threw  them  in- 
tp  the  Indus.     This  was  exceeding  bad  poli- 
cy ;  but  his  voracious  greed  blindfolded  his 
natural  fagacity.  .  . 

.  Having  palled  the  Iiidi^,  he  directed  his 
march  to  Eeilhore,  where  he  left  a  general 
and  a  ftrpng  body  of  Perfiaps,  though  he,  ho- 
noured his  old  friend  Nacir  Khan,  and  cqh- 
firmed  him  in  the  gpvernpient  of%iu:;  ^Hc 

continued 
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continued  his  route  towards  Cabul,  and  on 
his  way  febt  off  ohe  of  his  generals*  to  de- 
mand fubfidies  of  the  governor  of  Pekier ; 
but  Khudaiar  Khan  had  aflembied  forces  to 
prevent  Nadir's  deftroyihg  his  country,  and 
indeed  he  obliged  the  Shach  to  be  content 
with  a  fmall  preferit,  and  with  his  making 
his  fbbmiflion  to  hini  as  his  Emperor ;  to 
confirm  the  fincerity  of  which,  he  fent  his 
fon  as  hoftage,  which  was  the  fame  I  took 
notice  of,  who  was  fent  with  Ami  Ruflaii 
Khan  to  efcort  the  Ruffian  embafly. 

Nadir  having  arrived  with  all  his  treafure, 
fent  it  dire&ly  to  his  own  hereditary  princi- 
pality Chalat,  called,  by  Mr  Hanway,  Kalat, 
where  it  was  depofitfed,  being  the  ftrongeft 
part  in  all  Perfia.  I  was  told  by  many,  that 
he  durft  not  truft  the  keeping  of  Chalat  ei- 
ther to  Perfians  or  Tartars  ;  but  placed  a 
guard  of  about  twelve  thoufand  Georgians, 
all  Chriftians,  natural  enemies  to  the  Perfians 
and 'Tartars.  Soon  after  Nadir*s  death,  I 
was  informed,  that  that  gold  and  iilver  was 
brought  out  of  Tartary  to  the  city  of  Oran- 
burgh  in  Ruffia,  and  that  the  jewels  were 
fold  in  that  city  very  cheap.  It  is  not  un- 
likely that  thefe  Georgians  made  their  efcape 
from  Chalat  through  the  delarts  of  Tartary, 
and  carried  with  them  great  part  of  the -trea- 
fure from  Chalat.  It  would  have  been  very 
dangerous  for  them  to  have  travelled  into 
Georgia  through  Perfia,   becaufe  tnany  ar- 
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Hiies  lay  in  their  way,  and  fome  of  thewi  ve- 
ry numerous ;  whereas,  though  they  might 
by  chance  meet  with  part  of  Jean  Beck  Ea- 
ter's army,  their  body  was  very  rclpe&able, 
and  no  doubt  well  armed,  consequently  they 
tun  left  riik  by  marching  through  {he  defart 
Into  Ruflia,  where  they  were  in  perfeft  fafe- 
ty,  and  from  whence  they  might  return  into 
their  own  country  at  pleafure,  or  remain  in 
Ruffia,  ai;  empire  who  prqfefled  their  own 
^religion,  a  matter  of  no  fmall  confideratioji 
to  peoplp  in  fuch  circutqftances. 

Nadir,  having  taken  all  the  neceflaiy  mca<" 
lures  to  fecure  as  many  pf  his  conquefts  as  hp 
could,  efpecially  Kandahaar,  which  has  ever 
been  efteemed  the  key  %o  India,  difpofed  of 
the  treaiure  in  a  fecure  place,,  and  font  the 
bulk  of  his  artillery  to  Ifpahan.    He  was  now 
$t  leifure  to  chaftife  the  Ufb^ck  Tartars,  whp 
had  frequently  made  great  depredations  up-* 
on  the  borders  of  Perfia,  efpecially  his  favour 
rite    province  Chproflan,   committed  great 
cruelties,  and  had  carried  many  of  the  inhat 
bitants  into  flavety  ;  and  laftly,  in  his  ab- 
fence,  had  killed  his  ambaflador  and  beat  his 
£on  the  regent  of  Perfia  :  He  therefore  deter- 
mined to  bring  them  under  fubje&ion  to  the 
crown  of  Periia.     Nadir  marched  at  the 
bead  of  a  vi&orious  army,  confifting  of  a- 
bout  fifty  thoufand  men,  through  the  coun- 
fry  of  fialkh,  which  his  fon  had,  in  his  father's 
3bfen$ej  Reduced  to  the  obedience  of  Perfia, 

iiraight 
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{bright  to  Bokjwa*  TV  Prince  qf  Bokha- 
ra, or,  as  the  Ruffians  and  Tartars  caU  it, 
J5ochaarf  immediately  fubmitted  his'  whole 
principality  to  Nadir,  wbp  fpared  his  life, 
continued  hjm  in  the  government  of  his 
country,  becapfe  he  fo  readily  fubmitted,  and 
becaufe.  he  is  by  the  eaftem  nations  efteem- 
ed  a  lineal  male  defcendent  of  Mahomet.  He 
took  nothing  from  him  but  oqe  pf  his  daugh- 
ters, whom  he  married,  hoping  to  havp^chil- 
dren  by  fuch  a  holy  branch,  and  proceeded 
to  Kliieva,  by  the  Ruffians  Chiya.  The 
prince  of  this  country  met  him  and  fought 
him,  hut  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken 
prifoner,  with  many  of  his  principal  com- 
manders, who  were  foon  relieved  from  the 
diftrefles  of  this  world9  by  ignominiouily  ha- 
ving  their  throats  cyt.  Nadir  next  proceed- 
ed to  the  capita),  where  two  Britiih  people 
were,  viz.  Meflrs  Tho,mfon  and  Hogg,  who 
Informed  me  of  what  pafled  there. 

Before  I  proceed  any  farther,  I  mud  beg 
leave  to  rectify,  a  miftake  of  Hanway's  iu 
point  of  time.  He  fays,  that  Nadir  left  Kan- 
dahaar,  conquered  India,  returned,  fought 
the  battle  with  the  XJfbecks,  and  fat  down- be- 
fore the  city  of  Chiva  on  the  8th  of  Novem- 
]>er  j  739.  Meffrs  Thomfon  and  Hogg  fet 
out  from  St  Petcrlburgh  for  Chiva  on  the 
36th  of  February  1740,  and  arrived  in  Chi* 
va,  and  were  in  that  city  when  Nadir  laid 
$ege  tfi  it,  and  took  it  in  a  few  days.     Mr 
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*Thom(bnfs  manufcript,  which  is  in  my  pof- 
feffton,  fays,  that  the  Shach  fat  down  before 
Chiva  on  the  8th  November  1740,  and  it 
could  not  be  fooner,  becaufe  they  left  St  Pe- 
terfburgh  \n  February  1740,  and,  as  I  for- 
merly faid,  it  was  in  the  year  1741  before 
die  governor  of  Aftrachan  received  advice 
that  Nadir  had  taken  Chiva,  and  was  ma- 
king enquiry  if  there  was  any  poffibility  of 
marching  from  thence  to  Aftrachan.  Han- 
way  gives  Nadir  too  litde  time  to  raife  fb 
great  contributions,  plunder  fo  many  coun- 
tries, and  return  to  Kandahaar.  I  rather  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  Nadir  did  not  fet  out 
from  Dehlie  until  the  4th  of  May  1740.  Mr 
Hanway  (ays,  that  he  arrived  in  Dehlie  on 
the  8th  of  March,  colle&ed  fo  much  trea- 
sure, tranfafted  much  bufmefs, and  committed 
many  pieces  of  cruelty  both  in  the  city  and 
at  great  diftances  ;  and  all  this  he  did  in  Je/5 
than  two  months,  which  every  one  will  think 
impoflible  ;  wherefore  I  believe  that  he  ftaid 
in  and  about  the  capital  of  India  one  year  at 
leaft,  becaufe  I  am  certain  he  fat  down  be- 
fore Chiva  in  the  year  j  740,  which  is  pro- 
ved by  others. 

In  a  very  few  days,  the  citizens  begged 
fjbr  mercy,  which  was  granted,  except  to  the 
principal  people,  who  loft  their  heads  for 
their  obffinacy.  The  Shach  appointed  a  go- 
vernor, with  a  few  foldiers,  and  retired  to 
Chalat,  to  fee  that  his  treafur^s  were  not  em- 

bezzeled, 
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bezteled,  carried  with  \m&  into  Ghoroflan 
upwards  of  twenty,  thdufajid  Perfians,  and 
about  thirty  Ruffians  whom  the  Ufbecks  had 
at  different,  times,  captivated*  1  Jaw  thefe 
Radians  arrive  in  Aftrachan  in  the  year,  /74k  * 
a  few  of  whom  wbre  captivated  dt  the  time 
of  the.  unfortunate  defeat  and  barhiufata 
murder  \of  Prinee  Bekovitch,  whom  Peter 
the  Great  had  fent  into  the  Ufbecks  country 4 
;  From  this  period,  I  propole  to  writp  only 
what  I  haye  reafon .  to .  believe  true,  without 
regarding  the  writings  of  others,  which' I  am 
certain  are  very  erroneous. 

After  th<  Shath  had  fecured  every.,  thing 
as  he  thought  proper  in,  the  provitioe  of  Cher* 
roflan,  he  marched  to  Ifpahan,  where.his  pre? 
fence  was  very  needful  to  reftify  many  <H£ 
orders,  and  in '  particular  -thole  of  fusion's 
administration  *  during*  his   abfence.      This 
prince  had  committed  many  blunders,  in  go? 
vernment,  and  jn  particular  had  almoft  ruin- 
ed all  kinds  of  comtnercfe,  fo  thit .  none 
durft  enter. Perfia,   except  a  few  Ruffians, 
who  alfo  fcarcely  could  carry  on  any  trade 
witji<fequrity,  becaufe  the-  prince  had  com- 
menced merchant  general,  and  consequently 
none  could  buy  or  fell,  except  fiich  as  defpi- 
fed  bis  Orders,  which  wdre  .but  very  .ft  w,  the 
ganger  beipg  very  great.     la  the  year  1 739 , 
he  caufed   murder  the  unfortunate  Shacli 
Tachrnas,  or  by  others  T$mas  (Mahoftubcd 
HajtTein  Khan  perpetrated  tfii*  piece  of  yillai- 
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Ay)  in  order  to  fecure  the  throne  of  Perils  to 
himfelf,  believing  hi*  father  lit  that  dttie  to 
be  dead;  for  a  report  prevailed  through  Per* 
fib.  that  the  Indian*  had  rebelled,  kitted  the 
Shach,  and  defeated  hid  army:  At  the  Shacn's 
arrival  in  Ifpahari,  he  upbraided  his- (on  for 
all  hi*  irregular  proceedings  ill  bk'  ab&nce, 
and  in  particular  for  the  joy,  which  it  fe~ens 
he  could  riot  hide,  that  be  exprefled  upon 
having  been  informed  of  hit  Sailer's  death, 
threatening  to  punJfh  him  feverefy?  ifKe  did 
not  (how  evident  figns  of  a  thorough  refer* 
mation* 

The  Shach  Cent  ambauadors  into  Ruffia, 
of  whom  I  have*  already  taken  notice,  and 
alfo  to  Conftantiwople  wi«H  elephants  and  ridl 
prefents:  Bin  he  was  taken  up  this ■•  year  in 
quelling  rebellions  in  the  footh,  which  he 
fcarcely  had  effected  when  he  was*  informed 
that  the  Ufbecks  in  Ohiva  had  revolted,  and 
murdered  the  governor  and  all  the  Peruana 
whom  he-  had  left  In  that  country,  and 
were  threatning  to  commence  hoftf&ties  a- 
gainft  ChorofTan.  He  therefore  prepared  td 
aclagainftthem,  and1  marched  direcuy  to  T& 
hlran  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  ty+t  ?  He* 
had  fcarcely  reachedTahiran,when  he  was  in* 
formed  that  «he  inhabitants  of  Caocalus  were1 
keeping  hi*  fubjedte  in  Derbent,  Shavian, 
Sbarnachee,  and  Baku,  in  continual'  dread, 
and  chat  if  he  old  not  make  hafte  to  proteA 
them,  it  was  probable  the  Ldfeees  and  Dai 
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geftan  Tartars  would  ftarve  them.  He  there-* 
fore  marched  his  army  dire&ly  through  Parr 
thta,  Calbin,  and  Ardebill,  or  Ardevill,  to 
the  banks  of  Cora,  which  he  crofled  upon 
the  bridge   formerly  taken  notice  off   and 
from  thence  ftraighc  to  the  hills  inhabited  by 
the  famous  Shimei,  which,  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  his  generals,  he  mounted  with  an 
army  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  and  return- 
ed with  the  loft  of  fifteen  thoufand,  as  has 
already  been  faid.    He  marched  from  thence 
by  Baku  to  the  north  of  Dcrbent,  to  guard 
that  city  again  ft  the  incurfions  of  Ufmei,  as 
has  already  been  taken  notice  of;     Where- 
ever  he  went,  he  left  marks  of  unheard  of 
cruelties.;     At  Derbent  he  blinded  five  hun- 
dred men  at  once  ;  and  at  the  time  he  was 
building  caflles  on  ihe  north  fide  of  that  ci-< 
ty9  his  eldcft  fon  was  brought  a  prifoner  to 
him.     This  prince,  it  feems,  fufpeding  that 
his  fatlier  intended  to  riiin  him,  employed 
fbme  unknown  perfon  to  (hoot  the  Shach  ; 
but  it  was  commonly  reported,  when  I  was 
in  Perfiay  that  he  attempted  to  kill  his  father    , 
without  any  help,  and  wounded  his  hand, 
but  made  his  efcape,*  and  was  not  taken  till 
the  ypar  17+a.     Woodroof  told  me,  that  he 
wad  brought  before  his  father,  who  upbraid* 
ed  him  for  endangering  the  life  of  his  king 
and  father.     1  he  fon,  without  feeming  to  be 
under  the  (mailed  concern,  upbraided  his  fa- 
ther for  bringing  ruin,  and  deftrudtion  upon, 
qL<19  tho 
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the  kingdom  of  Perfia,  and  wantonly,  with- 
out the  fmalleft  reafon,  murdering  people 
for  his  diverfion  ;  Therefore,  faid  he,  had  I 
a  thoufand  fathers,  and  every  one  of  them 
kings,  and  had  I  power,  I  would  murder  e- 
▼ery  one  of  them,  fooner  than  be  a  mean* 
fpirited  witnefs  of  the  total  definition  of 
Perfia.  He  laid  he  knew  that  he  was  to  fu£ 
fer  death,  and  that  his  father's  fecuri- 
ty  depended  upon  it,  he  did  not  deny*  He 
therefore  deiired  the  Shach  to  put  his  defigns 
in  execution  immediately.  To  this  the  Shach 
replied,  that  he  would  not  comply  with  his 
requeft  of  putting  him  to  death,  but  or- 
dered his  eyes  to  be  cut  out.  I  was  in- 
formed, that  when  this  barbarous  opera- 
tion was  ended,  die  prince  undaunted- 
ly flood  up,  and  defired  that  fome  per- 
fon  would  bring  his  eyes  to  him,  which 
the  Shach  ordered  to  be  done;  then 
he  afked  his  father,  What  he  intended  next 
to  do  to  him  ?  when  the  father  anfwered, 
that  he  intended  nothing  farther  at  that 
time.  The  prince  threw  his  eyes  at  the  Shach, 
and  advifed  him  to  eat  them,  or  put  them 
into  his  wife's  a — e.  It  was  judged  that  he 
endeavoured  to  provoke  his  father  to  put 
him  to  death  ;  but  .this  he  would  not  do.  He 
kept  him  and  his  fan,  a  boy  of  feven.  or 
eight  years  of  age,  in  whom  he  much  de- 
lighted, not  far  from  himlelf,  and  ordered 
his  tent  to  be  placed  behind  his  haram.     It 

was 
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mras  reported  in  Perfia,  that  the  cruel  Nadir 
mourned  for  this  his  feverity  to  his  Ton  as 
long  as  he  lived. 

Having  already  given  what  1  intended  to  lay 
about  the  barbarous  Nadir,  in  my  relation  of 
the  events  which  happened  upon  the  borders 
of   Aftrachan,  I  (hall   add  no    more   here, 
but  convoy  him  back  to  the  Cura,  with  the 
lo£s,  as  was  fuppofed,  of  one  hundred  thou- 
{and  foldicrs,  and  of  twice  that  number  of 
inhabitants,  who  were  either  murdered,  or 
opprefled  to  death  by  ways  which  ought  not 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  pofterity.     It  (hall  be, 
with  mef  enough  to  fay,  that  he  caufed  thofe, 
who  had  no  horfe  or  other  beads  of  burden, 
carry  upon  their  backs  meal  or  barley  to  his 
camp,  from  Gilan  and  Altara,  many  of  whom 
dropped  down  on  the  roads  for  want  ;  for 
frequently  they  had  nothing  to  eat  but  roots, 
fuch  as  thofe  of  the  carduus  Maria,  which  I 
have  feen  them  eat ;  and  they  have  been, 
when  diicovered,  cruelly  beaten,  becaufe,  in 
fo  doing*  they  expofed  the  miferies  of  rich 
Perfia  I  From  the  Perfians,  abfolutely  aban- 
doned, and  averfe  from  all  good,  I  learned  to 
know,  that  mankind,  reduced  to  a  barbarous 
Hate,     are   dill   capable  of  inventing  and 
multiplying  many  more  different  ways  of  tor- 
menting their  fellow  creatures,  than  all  the  a* 
nimals  which  God  created  put  together,  even 
fuppojQng  you  add  to  them  the  helps  of  ajl 
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die  devils  in   and  out  of  hell.     Never   did 
mad  ambition  caufe  fo  much  mifery  to  man- 
kind as  the  infernal  cruelty  of  Nadir  Shach 
did  to  Perfia.     As  an  addition  to  what    I 
have  related,  he  carried  on  war  with  the  A- 
rabs,  and  that  he  might  do  it  the  more  effec- 
tually, he  projected  the  fcheme  of  cutting 
down  timber  in  Mazandaran,  and  having  it 
tranfported  to  Gambroon  or  Bandar  Abaffi* 
in  order  to  build  (hips    there.     Much  tim- 
ber was  cut  down,  and  his  miferable  fub- 
jedls  were  forced   to  carry  fome   of  it    far 
in  the  country,  where  it  was  left  at  Veru- 
meh;  from  whence  it  is  fuppofed  the  oppreA 
fed   people   deferted  their  habitations,    for 
none  of  it  was  ever  brought  to  the  Perfian 
Gulf.     At  this  very  time,  when  a  reafonable 
man  would  have  endeavoured  to  make  peace 
with  all  his   neighbours,  Nadir  was  keep- 
ing them  every  where  in  a  very  uncertain 
ft  ate  ;  for  he  threatened  the  Turks,  though 
they  had  given  him  no  occafion  to  quarrel 
with  them.     His  threats,  however,  threw  the 
Ottoman   Porte  into  great   confdfion,    and 
kept  them  in  conftant  alarms.     At  laft,  in 
February  1 74 3,  he  left  the  neighbourhood 
of  Derbent,  and  dire&ed  his  march  for  the 
plains  of  Mogan  on  the  banks  of  the  Cura  j 
but    his  fon,  with  fifty  thoufand  men,  was 
encamped  near  Erzerum  upon  the  borders  of 
Turkey,     He  fent  word  to  Conftantinople, 
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that  he  intended  to  live  in  peace  with  them, 
provided  they  would  quietly  deliver  up  all 
thofe  countries  which  formerly  belonged  to 
Perfia.  To  this  the  Turks  gave  no  anfwer, 
but,  feeing  they  could  expedt  no  peace,  re- 
folved  to  declare  war,  and  ordered  the  horfe- 
tails  to  be  hung  out  on  the  walls  of  the  fera~ 
glio,  and  their  armies  to  aflemble  near  the 
borders  of  Perfia. 

The  Perfians  began  hoftilities  about  Bagdat 
and  BafTora,  cutting  all  to  pieces  they  could 
meet  with,  and  fent  the  hufbandmen,  women, 
and  children  flaves  into  Perfia.  He,  Nadir, 
tried  all  the  art  of  which  he  was  mailer, 
to  perfuade  Achmed  Baflia,  governor  of 
Bagdat,  to  fubmit  to  his  authority.  He  even 
fent  an  ambafiador  to  him ;  but,  though  the 
bafha  treated  the  Shach  with  great  politenefs, 
yet  he  would  not  come  to  the  point.  The 
Ottoman  Porte  were  alarmed  at  the  con? 
du&  of  the  bafha,  and  ufed  all  their  art 
to  get  him  cut  off ;  but  Achmed  was  fupe* 
rior  to  both  the  Perfians  and  Turks. 
Though  he  conftantly  profefied  himfelf  to  be 
a  true  muflulman,  and  fubjelt  to  the  Grand 
Signtor,  yet  he  would  not  permit  any  arm- 
ed forces  to  enter  Bagdat.  This  conduct 
forced  Nadir  to  fay,  that  Achmed  was  a  great- 
er man  than  either  the  Grand  Signior  or  himr 
felf.  Nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  he  was  tru- 
ly a  very  great  man  ;  for,  I  have  been  cre- 
dibly informed,  that  during  the  Perfian  war, 
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and  after  the  death  of  Nadir,  the  Court  of 
Conftantinople  never  could  decoy  him  from 
Bagdat,  and  that  at  lad  they  were  content 
that  he  did  them  no  harm. 

At  this  time  the  Perfians  rebelled  every 
where,  the  governors  and  beglerbegs,  efj>e- 
cially  on  the  fouth,  took  to  arms.  The  ex- 
iles in  Choroflan  fled  from  that  country  into 
others,  or  kept  themfelves,  as  it  were,  in  hi- 
ding places  among  the  mountains. 

At  that  time,  as  I  faid  before,  the  Turks 
fent  a  pretender  to  the  crown  of  Perfia  into 
Caucafus,  amongft  the  Lelgees :  He  gave 
himlelf  out  to  be  a  younger  fon  of  the  late 
Tachmas  Shach,  and  was  received  by  thefe 
people  with  open  arms.  They  kept  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  Perfian  fortified  cities,  as  has 
been  faid,  in  continual  alarms,  and  in  a  ftate 
of  famine  ;  for  they  durft  not  go  far  with- 
out their  walls,  but  they  diked  either  their 
Jives  or  their  liberties.  They  laid  the  fmall 
province  of'Shirvan  under  contribution,  and 
conquered  all  who  oppofed  them.  The  Shach 
having  received  repeated  intelligence  of  diis, 
fent  his  fon  Nezir  Ali  Myrza  at  the  head  of  a 
refpe&able  army,  to  put  a  (top  to  their  ca- 
reer. The  Lefgees  met  him  at  Cura,  gave 
him  battle,  but  were  conquered,  and  the  poor 
pretender  taken  prifoner.  The  Shach  order- 
ed to  let  the  prifoner  cfcape,  with  ibme  tri- 
fling punifhment,  but  caufed  cut  off  the 
heads  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  two  of 
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their  chiefs,  which  were  placed  in  the  niches 
of  the  pyramid  formerly  defcribed.     This 
was  done  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1744* 
The  rebellion  in  the  fouth,  headed  by  a 
Perfian  nobleman,  Taghi  Khan,  who  was  a 
good  politician  and  an  excellent  fbldier,  be^ 
came  very  grievous  to  Nadir :  However,  he 
fent  a  great  army  againft  them,  who  foon  de- 
feated them,  and  took  the  nobleman  and  afl 
his  family  prilbners,  and  fent  them  ftraight 
to  Ifpiahan,  It  was  faid  the  brutal  Nadir  cau- 
fed  his  favourite  wife  to  be  violated  by  a  com- 
mon  foldier  before  his  face,  and  himfelf  to 
be  caftrated,  with  the  lofs  of  one  of  his  eyes* 
Hanway  fays,  that  this  was  done  contrary  to 
his  ufual  regard  to  women.     If  I  be  rightly 
informed,  Nadir  paid  no  rfcgard  to  women, 
but  to  fatisfy  his  defires  for  a  time;  after 
which,  they  had  no  more  refped:  paid   to 
them  than  his  afles. 

What  is  very  extraordinary,  is,  that  after 
Taghi  Khan  was  recovered  to  good  health* 
Nadir  conftituted  him  governor  of  Cabul  f 
I  own,  that  what  has  been  matter  of  iurprife 
to  many,  hath  not  in  the  leaft  furprifed  me  ; 
becaufe,  before  this  happened,  I  imagine  Na- 
dir was  mad;  and  it  is  well  known,  that 
none  can  account  for  the  actions  of  madmen; 
none  Ukewile  are  ignorant,  that  at  cer- 
tain times  madmen  will  adl  conformable  to 
the  rules  of  right  reafon  j  and  in  this  tray  on- 
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ly  can  I  account  for  many  of  the  actions  of 
the  Shach. 

It  was  given  out,  that  Nadir  intended 
to  refign  in  favour  of  Shahrokh,  his  grand- 
fon,  by   his  eldeft    fon,    and   a  lifter    of 
the  unfortunate  Shach  Tachmasj  who  had 
lome   time   before   this   taken  poifon,  that 
lhe  might  be  free  of  the  daily  tormenting 
thoughts  of  the  miferable  deftru&iori  of  the 
ancient  Scffie  famiiy,  who  had  for  a  long 
time  filled  the  throne  of  Perfia ;  or  elfe  to 
avoid  a  more  violent  death,  of  which  (he 
had  daily  many  frightful  examples  of  her 
own  fex,  and  alfo  of  her  family  brought  to  the 
moft  painful  and   fhameful   deaths,  which 
man  or  devil  could  contrive*  riotwitbftand- 
ing  all   the  delicacy  which  Nadir,  accor- 
ding  to  ifa  Hanway,  fhowed  to  the  fair 

Towards  die  clofe  of  this  year,  the  Per- 
sians and  Turks  came  to  an  engagement, 
and  both  declared  themfelves  to  have  been 
victorious ;  however,  I  imagine  that  the  Per- 
sians were  conquerors,  becaufe  they  maintain- 
ed a  great  army  during  the  winter  in  the 
TurkUh  dominions. 
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CHAP.     XXXII. 

A  Continuation  of  the  Hijiory  of  Nadir  Sbach, 
*with  an  Account  of  his  Death. 

NADIR,  having  reduced  all  the  rebellions 
in  Perfia,  joined  his  army  with  that 
commanded  by  his  fon,   near  Erivan;  the 
Aim  of  both,  when  joined  together,  amount- 
ed to  eighty  thoufand  men ;  but  Mahomed 
Bafha  commanded  an  army  of  Turks  equal 
at  lead:  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
men.     The  Turks,  about  the  end  of  July, 
fought  the  Perfians,   driving  all  their  fmall 
parties   before   them,    and   continued  their 
march  towards  Erivan  with  a  great  train  of 
artillery.      Nadir  permitted  them  to  encamp 
without  any  moleftation,  and  drew  fo  near 
them  that  neither  could  depart  without  co- 
ming to  blows:  At  laft  Mahomed  began  the 
work;  he  fent  out  a  ftrong  party  to  fkirmifh 
with  the  Perfians,  and  then  it  came  to  a  very 
bloody    battle ;    and,    notwithftanding  that  . 
the  Turks  were  nearly  double  the  number  of 
the  Perfians,  they  were  glad  to  retire  iiito 
their  camp  towards  the  evening,  having  loft 
twenty  thoufand  of  their  beft  troops,   who 
were  killed  in  battle,  and  fome  thoufands 
taken  prifoners.     After  this  victory,   Nadir 
got  between  them  and  Cars,  on  their  own 
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borders,  and  rendered  it  impoflible  for  them 
to  get  any  proyifion,  or  any  other  afliftance 
from  Turkey*      Thus  hemmed  in>  the  Turks* 
in  the  night-time,  between  the  8th  and  9th 
of  Auguft,  were  forced  to  leave  their  ftrong  I 
camp,  with  all  their  tents  and  cannons,  and  1 
formed  a  defperate  retreat  towards  Cars.   Na-  ( 
dir,  ever  watchful,  fell  on  them,  and  killed  ' 
great  numbers  in  their  retreat, obliging  them 
to   throw    away  all    their   baggage,  and    at 
laft  forced    them,     under    all  thefe    difad* 
vantages,  to  another  battle,    which  was  ve- 
ry bloody :  In  fliort,  the   Perfians  returned 
victorious  with  five  or  fix  thouf and  prifoners, 
and  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  the  Turks.  Ma- 
homed Baflia,  with  four  principal  command- 
ers of  the  Turkifh  army,  were  killed.     The 
Perfians  brought  the  head  of  Mahomed  to 
Kadir  upon  the  point  of  a  fpear.     By  this 
viftory  Nadir  got  poffeffion  of  all  the  artille- 
ry, ammunition,    military   cheft,    and  bag- 
gage, belonging  to  the  Turks;  and  as  their 
principal  Bafhas  were  all  killed,  the  Turkifh 
ioldiery  who  remained,  being  without  prin- 
cipal commanders,  were  mutinous,  and  very 
unfit  to  a&  any  more  this  year  againft  their 
great  conqueror.      Nadir  had  two  horfes  kil- 
led under  him  in  thefe   two  actions.     But 
though  this  vi&ory  was  decifive,  yet  it  pro- 
ved  of  no  other  difadvantage  to  the  Turks 
than  the  lofs  of  fo  many  men,  artillery,  and 
treafure;  for  rebellion  was  ready  to  break  I 
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out  through  every  province  in  Perfia,  which 
obliged  him  to  remain  on  the  borders.  If 
He  had  treated  the  Perfians  with  humanity, 
and  had  not  opprefled  the  whole  empire  with 
taxes  which  they  were  not  able  to  pay,  and 
with  fo  many  horrid  and  unheard  of  cruelties, 
it  is  thought  he  would  this  year  have  been 
able  to  have  (haken,  if  he  had  not  fubverted, 
the  Turkifti  empire ;  but,for  thefe  reafons,the 
campaign  ended  with  this  battle. 

The  year  1 746  was  taken  up  in  negocla- 
ting  a  peace  with  the  Turks,  which  at  laft 
was  finifhed  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Per- 
fia ;  and  rich  prefents  were  fent  from  one 
court  to  the  other.     Towards  the  ktter  end 
of  this  year,  the  Georgians  would  not  fubmit 
to  fo  many  indignities  and  oppreffions  as  they 
did  in  %Perlia,  but  drove  the  Perfians  out  of 
their  country;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1747,  when  Nadir  was  going  to  cha- 
ftife  them,  a  formidable  rebellion  broke  out 
in  Khirmania,  on  the  fouth  of  Perfia.     This 
obliged  him  to  march  thither,  where  he  re- 
mained   till  the  beginning  of  June,   where 
our  Captain  Poflet  had  an  audience'of  him  ; 
at  which  time  he  was  preparing  to  marph 
into  Choroffan,  and  had  built  two  great  py-, 
ramids  with  rebels  heads.     Captain  Poflet  af- 
fured  us,  that  the  one  I  have  already  taken 
notice  of  on  the  Cura,  was  very  inconfidera- 
fele  in  comparison  of  thofe  in  Khirmania. 
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Nadir  was  naturally  barbarous;  but  laft 
year,  and  this,   he  feemed   altogether  mad. 
It  would  be  to  litde  purpofe,  and  would  take 
up  much  time,  to  write  of  the  mad  actions 
of  which  I  have  been  informed;  they  are  ft* 
many,  and  fo  difagreeable  to  the  minds  of 
men    pofTefled  of  humanity,    that  I  forbear 
mentioning  them ;  only  as  a  fample  of  the 
reft,lmuft  inform  the  reader,  that,  at  Julpha, 
near  Ifpahan,  he  caufed  roaft  alive  four  of 
the  principal  Armenian  merchants,  for  having 
bought  fome  rich  horfe  furniture  belonging 
to  the  former  Shachs  of  Perfia*     Of  this  I 
was  informed  by  a  nephew  to  one  of  them; 
who  at  the  fame  time  begged  of  me  to  bring 
his  wife  from  Julpha,  if  the  embafly  went  to 
Ifpahan,  to  Ailrachan,  where  he  refided  ;  for 
which  fervice  he  would  have  given  the  half 
of  his  wealth:  He  beat  even  foreigners,  to 
whom    he   was  formerly  kind  ;  and  put  o- 
thers  to  aU  kinds  of  deaths,  juft  as  the  whim 
took  him. 

When  he  was  in  Khirmania,  he  ordered 
his  nephew,  governor  of  ChorofTan,  a. prince 
extremely  popular,  and  much  beloved  by  all 
ranks  of  people,  to  come  to  ailift  hiw  with 
part  of  his  army  agalnft  the  rebels.  Alt  Kou- 
li  Khan,  for  that  was  his  name,  having  been 
allured  by  fome  of  his  trufty  friends,  that  his 
uncle  intended  to  murder  him,  declined,  un- 
der diverfe  political  pretences,  to  depart  from 
Choroflan ;  wherefore,  when  Nadir  had  van- 
quished the  rebels,  he  marched  from  Khir- 
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mania  towards  Choroflan,  of  which  he  gave 
notice  to  the  Ruffian  ambaflador,  defiring 
that  he  might  meet  him  there.  He  had  at- 
tempted the  life  of  his  worthy  nephew  diffe- 
rent ways;  but  having  been  hitherto  uniuo 
cefsful,  he  fent  his  prime  minifter,  Mayor 
Khan,  to  Choifoflah,  with  orders  to  ftrangle 
him.  Some  time  before  Mayor  Khan  left 
the  Shach  at  Khirmania,he  had  lent  orders  to 
AH  Kouli  Khan,  to  ftrangle  Mayor  Klian  as 
fbon  as  he  arrived  in  ChorofTan.  Mayor 
Khan,  it  was  reported,  was  fo  well  beloved, 
that  the  Shach  durll  not  attempt  his  life  in 
the  army.  The  Shach  was  jealous  of  them 
both  alike,  and  would  have  been  very  well 
pleafed  if  they  had  murdered  one  another; 
but  in  this  he  was  miftaken ;  for,  at  Mayor 
Khan's  arrival,  Ali  Kouli  Khan  produced  his 
uncle's  orders,  and  at  the  lame  time  profefled 
the  great  efteem  which  he  had  for  Mayor 
Khan.  Mayor  Khan  produced  the  orders 
he  was  in  pofleflion  of,  which  ended  in  an 
eclairciflement,  a  mutual  regard  for  each 
other,  and  a  confultation  what  was  to  be 
done  for  both  their  prefervations*  Whether 
Mayor  Khan  had  fufpeftcd  the  SAiach's  de- 
figns  I  (hall  not  fay,  but  he  had  fecured  fome 
trufty  friends  in  the  Ufbeck  guards,  before 
he  left  the  army.  The  refult  of  their  confu- 
tations was,  Ali  Kouli  Khan  fent  an  exprefs 
to  the  Shach  to  acquaint  him,  that  every 
thing  (hould  be  complied  with  as  he  had  or- 
dered ; 
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dered ;  but  this  mefTenger  had  orders  to  treat 
with  the  Ufbeck  guards  with  great  privacy . 

When  Nadir  Suach    had  reached  the  con- 
fines of  Parthia,  not  diftant  from  Gilan  300 
miles,  his  laft  nrght  drew  near.      Five  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  guards,  about  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July  1 747,  en- 
tered the  haram  with  the  greateft  fecrely,  and 
at  laH  knew  the  Shach's  tent  by  a  taper  or 
lamp  burning  in  it.     As  they  approached, 
one  of  them  tripped  upon  the  cords  of  the 
tent.     This  alarmed  Nadir  ;  who,  immedi- 
ately fpringing  out  of  his  bed,  got  hold  of  his 
fabre,  and  at  one  blow  cut  off  the  head  of 
the  firft  that  entered  ;  he  ftruck  the  next  up- 
on the  top  of  the  left   fhoulder  with  fuch 
force,  that  the  fabre  cut  through  the  ribs, 
and  lodged  in  the  f  pine  or  back-bone ;  and 
was  there  fo  firmly  fixed,  that,    before   the 
Shach  could  get  it  disengaged,  one  of  the  aA 
ialfins  ftruck  him  a  blow  on  the  neck,  which 
brought  him  to  the  ground.     He  called  for 
mercy  ;  but  they  dii patched  him,  by  cutting 
his  head  from  his  body.     They  next  buried 
their  friends,  and  carried  out  the  head  of  Na- 
,  dir,  leaving  the  body  ip  the  tent,  and  retired 
with  great  fecrefy. 

Next  day  the  miniftry  having  waited  long 
after  the  ordinary  time  of  the  Shach's  giving 
audience,  at  laft  agreed  to  enter  the  ha- 
ram, where  they  found  the  headlefs  trunk. 
The  i'erfians  blamed  the  Ufbecks,  who  kept- 
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guard,  and  the  Ufbecks  blamed  the  Perfians : 
Upon  which  a  bloody  battle  enfued,  and 
many  were  killed  on  both  iides  :  But  Nadir's 
head  at  lait  being  produced,  they  came  to 
an  agreement.  They  next  killed  his  poor 
blind  ion,  and  his  grandfon.  They  were 
not  fatisfied  with  killing  the  women  in  the 
haram,  by  eafy  deaths,  but  ripped  up  their 
bellies,  young  and  old,  princeffes  and  flaves, 
for  fear;  as  they  gave  out,  that  any  of  them 
might  have  been  with  child  to  Nadir. 

Whether  the  above  account  is  true  or  falfe, 
1  (hall  not  dilpute  ;  nor  is  it  of  great  confe- 
quence :  But  I  had  it  from  two  of  our 
interpreters  by  a  PeHian,  who  was  a  fpy 
for  our  ambaflador,  and  by  twelve  Arme- 
nian merchants,  who  loft  their  right  eyes  in 
the  camp,  fourteen  days  before  this  happen* 
ed,  by  orders  of  the  cruel  Nadir.  I  fpoke 
with  fome  of  them  ;  the  gentlemen  by  the 
embafly  fpoke  with  others ;  they  all  agreed 
in  one  ftory  ;  and  the  above  is  the  account 
which  was  given  to  our  ambaflador  ;  nor 
did  I  ever  hear  of  any  other,  except  the  cir- 
cumftantial,  but  very  erroneous  account  which 
Hanway  gives. 

Thus  fell  the  cruel  Nadir,  murderer  of 
many  millions,  by  a  death  too  good  for  fuch 
a  monfter  !  It  is  truly  furprifing,  that  in  all 
Perfia,  in  the  numerous  armies  which  he 
commanded,  there  was  not  a  man  found  of 
valour  and  refolution  enough  to  difpatch  this 

king 
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king  of  cruelty  long  before  j    for    I  was 
well  afTured,  that  no  man  who  approached 
him  was  certain  of  his  life  one  day.     As  for 
honour,  they  had  none  to  lole;  for  he  treated 
his  greateft  men  with  fuch  barbarous  indigni*- 
ty,  that  the  relation  dishonours  human  nature. 
Perfia  groaned  under  the  laft  of  their  weak 
pufillanimous  princes  of  the  Seffie   family  ; 
it  was  tormented  with  the  cruelties  exerciled 
on  it  by  the  Afguans  ;  but  this  well  peopled 
empire,  in  deftroying  other  nations,  by  the 
help  of  Nadir,  was  rendered  a  defart :  And 
what  he  had  not  effected  before  his  death, 
has  been  accomplished  to  the  full  by  his  bar- 
barous fucceflbrs. 

Nadir  Shach  was  a  man  of  a  great  fize, 
and  ftrong   built :    He   had   a   remarkably 
ftrong  voice.      Mr  Thomfon  aflured  me,  that 
at  the  diftance  of  fifty  paces,  he  heard  him 
articulately  ;  for  no  ftranger  at  that  time  was 
permitted  to  approach  nearer  him.     In  the 
time  of  battle,  when  he  extended  his  voice, 
Jt  is  faid,  that  it  was  heard  and  well  Jiftin- 
guifhed  amidft  the  din  of  war  ;    and  that 
frequently  it  (truck  fuch  a  panic  into  the 
enemy,  that,  without  feeing  him,  they  fled 
for  very  fear    of  the    well  known   horrid 
found.     He  certainly  had  a  Angular  and  un- 
'  common  art  in  knowing  mankind.     Learn- 
ing he  had  none ;  yet  he  had  a  vaft  mind, 
and   formed   plans,  the  execution  whereof 
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ihook  two  mighty  empires.  He  loved  Gran- 
gers, and  loaded  them  with  honours  and 
riches  ;  hot  this  proceeded  altogether  from 
natural  policy.  It  is  ttot  eafy  to  account  for 
his  barbarity  ;  nor  for  the  hatred  he  bore  to 
Perfia,  the  country  which  gave  him  both 
riches  and  dominions  the  two  great  objects 
of  his  ambition.  I  fcareely  can,  think  that 
prudence  andfagacity  had  any  (hare  in  fuch 
conduct  j  for,  considering  that  he  had  extir- 
pated all  the  nobility  f  and  men  of  any  learn- 
ing or  edcrcatioit,  and  hadfubftitutcd  in  their 
places  men  bjred  up  under  him  to  blood,  vie*- 
fence,  and  rapine,  void  of  honopr,  honefty, 
morality,  or  any  kind  of  goodnefs :  Men,  who 
had  it  not  m  their  power  to  learn  any  thing, 
but  by  Experience;  becaufe  few  of  diem 
coutd  either  read  or  wifte ;  consequently  he 
could  not  expeft  that  fitch  wretches  would 
fupport  his  offspring  or\  relations  after  his 
death.  Thus  it  truly  happened  ;  for,  tho' 
we  made  all  hafte  to  leave  Perfia,  we  wer$ 
informed'  of  no  fewer  than  feven  competi- 
tors, fomef  of  whom  I  remembfer  to  have 
heard  dien  mentioned.  Ibrahim  Khaii  put 
out  the  eyetf  of  his  brother  Ali  Kouli  Khan  :: 
AmvRuflan  Khan  deftroyed  Ibrahim,  as  alfo* 
a  fmitft  tri  Tavris,  who  was  faid  to  have  given* 
himfelf  out  to  have  been  one  of  the  9effie  fa- 
mily, and  had  coHetfed  an  army  of  forty 
thoufartd  men,  and  feized  all  the  revenue' 
Sff  whicfr 
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which  had  been  collcfted,  and  which  was 
very  confiderable.  It  was  reported,  that 
though  Ami  Ruflan  Khan  had  obliged  the 
fmith,  with  a  few  erf*  Wis  followers,  to  leek 
their  fafety  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  their  horfes  a- 
mongft  the  hills,  yet  he  carried  alongft  with 
him  all  the  treafure.  Ami  Ruflan  Khan  was 
lulled  by  another  ;  and  this  confufion  conti- 
nued as  long  as  I  was  in  Ruflia  j  and  pro- 
bably Perfia  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  defart  at 
this  day. 

Such  were  the  aftions  of  Nadir  Shach,  and 
fiich  the  confequencea  of  them.  I  have  gfc» 
ven  as  (hort  and  as  clear  an  account  of  his 
birth,  a&ions,  and  death,  as  I  could  colled, 
and  which  I  really  believe  to  be  near  the 
truth.  I,  no  doubt,  could  have  faid  much 
more  ;  but  either  thought  it  not  neceflary, 
or  elfe  did  not  believe  many  ftpries  which  I 
have  been  told. 

Quid  valet  hie  mundas  ?  Quid  gloria  t  Quidvc 

triumphus  t 
— Po/i  mortem  fumus,  pulvis,  et  umbra  Jumus. 
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CHAP-    XXXIIL 

Being  a  Jbort  Account  of  what   I  know  of  the 
.  Britifh  Per  fan  Trade  carried  on  through  the 
-     Empire  of  Ruflia. 

THIS  fubjeft  naturally  proves  more 
troubleibme  for  me  than  any  other  in 
this  book;  but  juftice,  as  will  be  ieen  in  the 
fequel,  requires,  that  I  fhould  here  impeach 
the  living,  and  vindicate  the  injured  dead. 

Captain  John  Elton,  an  Englifh  gentle- 
man, had  ferved  fomc  years  in  Ruffia  in  the 
rank  and  with  the  falary  of  a  fenior  captain  in 
the  fleet;  and  was  feht  into  Oranburgb  to 
fuperintend  the  planning  out  of  that  then  in- 
fant colony,  and  to  reprefent  the  advantages 
which  Ruflia  might  naturally  expeft  from 
a  rich  country,  and  the  proper  places  for 
building  fortifications  to  proteft  theindu- 
ftrious  planters  from  the  depredations  and 
incurfions  of  the  different  barbarous  inhabi- 
tants which  border  upon  it ;  the  moft  potent 
of  whom  were  ruled  by  a  prince  known  by 
the  title  of  Jean-Beck-Batcr  ;  who,  it  was 
faid,  could  bring  into  the  field  an  army  of 
an  hundred  thoufand  men,  and  who  (hewed 
no  great  friendship  for  the  Ruffian  colony, 
but  took  every  opportunity  to  annoy  and 
diftrefs  them,  not  only  in  the  field,  but  kept 
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jthe  city  and  garrifbn  of  Oranbujgh  in  conti- 
nual dread.     At  fuch  a  time,  and  for  fuch 
reafons,  Captain  John  Elton  if  as  fent  there, 
under  the  infpeftion  of  the  fame  Vafely  Ni- 
Jcititch  TatifhofF  who  afterwards  was  gover- 
nor of  Aftrachan  j    a  gentleman  who  was 
juftly  efteemed  one  of  the  greateft  knowledge 
in  the  empire  of  Ruffia,  as  he  was  an  able 
politician,  and  had  formerly  tranfa&ed  many 
affairs  with  thofe  untra&able  wild  people  a- 
bout  the  borders  of  Siberia,  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  the  court  of  St  Pecerfburgh. 

Mr  Elton,  in  a  few  years,  fetded  his  af- 
fairs in  fuch  a  way  as  gave  great  fatisfa&ion 
to  the  privy  counfellpr  TatUhoff,  and  confer 
<juently   to  the  court    of  St  Peterfburgh. 
When  he  had  finHhed  this  bufinefs,  he  rer 
tired,  and,  by   Mr  TatiQiofPs  intereft,  got 
his  difiniffionfrom  the  fervice  of  Ruffia,  with 
a  handfome  prpfent ;    And  this  he  got  the 
more  readily;  as  he  projected  a  trade  from 
Great  Britain  into  Perfia ;   which  he  made 
appear  would    be   very  beneficial  for  both 
Great  Britain  and  Ruffia,  providing  it  was 
carried  on  with   honour  and  regularity  by 
both  nations. 

I  imagine  it  requires  no  great  depth  of 
reafoning  to  prove  this  ;  if  it  be  confidered, 
that  when  he  had  laid  before  the  court  of  St 
Peterfburgh  the  increafe  of  their  revenues, 
and  the  fums  of  money  which  would  be  ac- 
quired by  Ruffian  fubjefts  in  tranfporting 
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the  BritHh  goods  through  the  empire  of  Rut 
!ia  and  the  Cafpian  Sea  ;  and  the  great  fchool 
it  would  be  to  teach  their  merchants  boors  to 
become  good  Tailors  ;  as  Mr  Elton  had  pro* 
je&ed,  amongft  other  things,  to  build  two 
4hips,  and  have  them  commanded  by  Bri- 
tons, carrying  each  fixtecn  common  failors* 
eight  of  whonj  were  to  be  Britifh,  and  eight 
Ruffians*  In  fhort,  his  arguments  were  fo 
juft  and  cogent,  that  the  Britifh  merchants 
were  charmed  with  the  fcheme,  and  with  all 
their  power  fupported  Mr  Elton  both  in 
Ruflia  and  Great  Britain.  The  Turkey 
merchants  were  fo  much  alarmed  at  this  pror 
jeft,  that  it  is  well  known  how  much  they 
ftruggled  againft  it.  They  were  right ; .  their 
tntereft  was  in  danger  1  But  the  general 
good  of  Great  Britain  being  preferable  to 
their  particular  advantage,  it  went  againft 
them.  Mr  Elton  having  found  the  mer- 
chants of  St  Peterfburgh  fond  of  this  fcheme, 
agreed  with  them  upon  the  following  term?, 
viz.  if  he  fucceeded  in  getting  liberty  for 
fuch  commerce  from  Perfia,  Ruflia,  and 
Great  Britain,  they  engaged  to  pay  hirti  part, 
or  all  the  expences  to  which  he  might  be 
expofed  in  fuch  fervice ;  and  that  they  would 
conftitute  him  head  of  a  houfe  to  be  formed 
in  Perfia,  with  a  refpe&able  confideration 
from  the  trade.  This  I  have  been  aflhred 
was  the  agreement.  Upon  which  Mr  Elton 
fet  q\x%  ftrlt  tp  Perfia,  in  cojnpany  with  Mr 

Mungo 
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Mutigo  Graeme,  in  the  year  1739,  where 
he  fooii  obtained  all  the  encouragement  which 
he  could  expert  from  Riza  Kouli  Myraa,  the 
Shach's  eldeft   fon,  then-  regenc  in  Perfia. 
He  left  Mr  Grame  ;  returned  to  St  Jcterf- 
burgh,  and  engaged  Mr  Finch  to'app^y  to 
the   court  of  St  Peterfburgh ;  who  did    fo, 
and  was  fuccefsful  in  getting  every  encou- 
ragement which  the  merchants  and  he  want- 
ed.    Then  ht  fet  out  for  London,  and  ap- 
plied to  parliament ;    who,   notwithftanding 
great  oppofition  from  die  Turkey  company, 
patted  an  aft  in  favour  of  the  Ruffian  com- 
pany ;   And  thus  this  affair  ended,  to  the 
great  fatisfa&ioq  of  all  the  parties  concerned 
in  it. 

At  his  return,  he  (hewed  the  merchants 
of  St  Peterfburgh  how  neceflary  it  would  be 
to  have  a  (hip  or  two  built  at  Cazan,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Ruffian  navy.  The  Cabinet 
was  applied  to,  and  granted  all  encourage- 
ment. Mr  Elton  fent  off  proper  perfons  to 
fuperintend  the  building  of  the  firft  (hip, 
and  when  fhe  was  near  finished,  he  went 
with  a  large  cargo  of  goods,  and  ibme  in- 
ftruments  for  building  or  repairing  (hips, 
which  he  conveyed  lately  to  Perfia  in  the 
year  1742. 

The  trade,  as  has  been  (aid,  no  fooner 
was  infured  of  all  manner  of  encouragement, 
than  the  merchants  in  St  Peterfburgh  quar- 
relled, and  at  laft  fplit  into  two  parties ;  the 

one 
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one  remained  firm  to  Elton,  the  other  lent 
fcveral  fervants,  who,  as  I  have  mentioned' 
formerly,  went  with  me  to  Tzaritzin.  They 
no  fooner  arrived  in  -Refhd,  than  they  paid  * 
great  retpe&  to  Mr  Arapoff,  Ruffian  refident 
there.  'Mr  Elton,  having  had  the  honour  to 
jerve  in  Ruffia  in  the  rank  of  colonel,  would 
not  probably  fubmit  to  any  mean  unbeco- 
ming obfequioufneis  to  Arapoff,  who  was 
only  a  captain.  Arapoff  infilled  on  his  be*  , 
ing  actually  refident  for  Ruffia,  and  gladly 
would  have  had  fome  part  of  the  dire&ion 
of  the  Britifli  trade.  Mr  Elton  told  him, 
that  he  never .  (bould  have  any  thing  to  do 
in  their  affairs  %  That  if  the  Britifli  merchants 
at  any  time  (bould  need  his  aflUlance,  they 
might  apply  to  him,  and  that  he  was  obliged 
to  aflift  them,  by  her  Imperial  Majefty's  ex- 
prefa  order.  Thus,  from  fmall  beginnings, 
things  grew  to  a  great  height :  And  it  was 
both  faid  in  Aftrachan,  and  believed,  diat 
fome  of  Mr  Elton's  countrymen^  fer  from 
making  peace,  rather  afted  in  a  very  diffe- 
rent chara&er.  The  refident  threatened  Mr 
Elton  ;  their,  fervants  took  part  in  the  quar- 
rel. At  laft  one  of  Mr  Elton's  fervants  was 
dabbed  by  one  of  the  resident's  fervants, 
who  at  the  fame  time  was  deprived  Qf  one  of 
his  ears  by  Elton's.  Both  fought  fads  fac- 
tion :  None  was  given.  The  refident  arm- 
ed his  foldiers ;  Elton  armed  his  failors. 
•The  refident  threatened  to  aflault  Mr  Elton's 

houfe 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


512  V  O   Y  A  U  E  S     ANff 

houfe  with  his  cannon  %  Mr  Elton  immedi*" 
ately  ordered  two  pieces  of  cannon  to  bd 
brought  from  the  (hip  for  the  defence  of  it. 
ArapofPs  fory  fubfided ;  but  ftill  he  threaten- 
ed revenge,  \then  any  proper  opportunity 
fliottld  offers 

Atlaft  an  Order  Waff  brought  to  Reflid 
from  the   Shach9  commanding  aw  embargo 
to  be  laid  upon  the  (hipping  at  Enzilee,  and 
Mr  Elton*  to  load  provisions  for  the  ufe  of  his 
army  at  Derberiti.     Mr  Elton,  having  fe- 
cured  his  hoafe,  loaded  and  fafely  tranfport- 
ed  provificms  to  the  port  of  Derbeht.     He 
no  fooner  Cent  hisf  mate  on  (hore,  whom  Mr 
Hanway  calls  Captain  Woodroofc  than  poor 
Woodroof  was  almoft  beaten  to  mummy  by 
a  party  of  Perfian  foldierd,  headed  by  a  lieu* 
tenant  colottel*  inftigated  thereto  by  the  RuP- 
fian  conful,  who  wa»  advifed  of  every  thing 
which  happened  at  R&flid,  by  his  fuperior, 
the  refident  ArapdiF.     Mr  Elton  no  fboneir 
had  (el  up  a  tent  on  (hore,  to  defend  him^ 
felf  from  thte  heat  of  die  (utf,  and  the  incle- 
mencies of  the  weather,  than  he  was  attack* 
tfd  by  armed  meru    They  were  repulfed  with 
lofe,-  and  a  ftronger  guard  appointed  for  his 
fectirity,   until  all  the  provisions*  were  fafely 
landed.     When  this  work  was  finiflied,  Mr 
Elton  went  to  the  camp,  tor  receive  payment 
for  his  fcrvicc,  and  lodge  a  complaint  againft 
the  government,  of  Derbent,  for  permitting 
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hiook  td  be  Infuked,  particularly  whea  he  was 
£0  very  ferviceable  to  the  Shach's  army.     tje 
received  payment*  and  the  colonel's  ears  and 
xiofe  were  cropped  off,  after  he  had  been  fe- 
verely  baftinadoed.     The  Shach  ordered  him 
to  be   put  to  deaths  after   he  had  fuffered 
this  punifhmerit  j  but,  by  Mr  Elton's  inter- 
ceilion,  his  life  was  granted  to  him.     Howe- 
ver, the  Shach  ordered  that  be  fboukl  keep 
watch  forty  days  over  the  bodies  of  foroe 
npen,  who  were  executed,  and  lay  expofed 
on  the  fields*  to  prevent  birds  from  perchr 
ii>g  upon  them*  upon  pain  of  death.     The 
Shach*  upot>  this  occafion,  obferved  to  Mr 
Elton,  that  he  would  be  in  great  danger  front 
the  Ruffians;  but  that  if  he  would  aceept  of 
the  office  of  fuperintendant  of  his  marine* 
and  alfo  fuperintend  the  building   of  a  few 
(hips,  he  could  be   in  no  danger ;  becaufe* 
at  all  times,  he  would  be  guarded  by  a  re- 
fpe&able  body  of  Perfian  foldiers,  who  thould 
have  orders  10  give  quarter  to  none  who  da-s 
red  attempt  fuch  villany.     Mr  Elton  agreed 
to  ,(he  Shach's  propofal,  and  immediately  was 
clpathed  with  a   coat  of  honour,  called  caf-? 
tan  ;   and  was  farther  honoured  with  the  ti-. 
tie  of  Jemaei  Beck*  fignifying  the  Lord  with 
the  pleafant   countenance.     Orders  at  this 
time,  were  fent  into  all  the  provinces  of  Per- 
fia,  acquainting  every  perfon  how  much  je* 
toael  deck  was  efteemed  by  the   Shach,  and 
What  powers  he  hud  intrufted  him  with ; 
T 1 1  com- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


514  \     KJ     1     A    VJ    &    O       AND 

commanding,  that  all  his  fubje&s  fliould  take 
notice  of  this  order,  and  pay  the  refpecis 
and  obedience  due  to  Elton,  threatening  the 
fevereft  punifliments,  if  any  durft  aft  in  op- 
pofition  to  them.  Upon  this  occafion  the 
Ruffian  refident  and  conful  were  threatened, 
and  all  others,  who  (hould  dare  in  the  leaft 
to  moleft.  Jemael  Beck. 

The  above  account  I  had  from  different 
people,  and  alfo  from  Woodroof,  and  believe 
it  to  be  true.     Let  impartial  judges  deter- 
mine, whether  Mr  Elton  was    to  blame  ; 
and  whether  what  he  did  was  not  for  his  own 
preferv.ation.     I  at   this  time  was  the  only 
Britifh  fubjeft  in  Aftrachan  who  could   in- 
terpret Mr  Elton's  letters  to  the  governor, 
and  am  certain,    that   what   I  now  write  is 
true.     Though  Mr  Elton  might  have  had 
fome  pique  at  particular  perfons,  yet  he  ever 
behaved  with  propriety,    in   regard    to  the 
Britifh  trade  in  general,  which,  upon  all  oc- 
cafions,  he  prote&ed  and  encouraged  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power.     He  was  known  to  be 
a  man  of  honour  and  courage  ;  and  though 
he  underftood  that  fome  of  his  countrymen 
took  very  indifcreet  ways  of  hurting  his  cha- 
racter in  Ruflia,  yet  he  never  once  called 
fuch  to  an  account  for  their  bafenefs ;  but, 
in  his  letters   to  the  governor,  ^rgued   his 
caufe  with  great  fpirit  and  freedom  :   So  that 
many  times  I  thought  proper  to  give  more 
mild  interpretations  than  the  captain  could 

deiign. 
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defign.     At  fuch  times   he  was  obliged  to 
fpeak  of  the  unworthinefs  of  his  enemies ; 
but  this  he  did  in  a  very  fuperficial  and  ge- 
neral manner.     None  can  deny,  who  knows 
any  thing  of  thefe  affairs,    that  the  captain 
unqueftionably  had    power  to  have  cauled 
punifih  any  merchant  in   Perfia,  without  be- 
ing obliged  to  give  any  reafon  for  fo  doing, 
any  farther  than  that  it  was  his  pleafure,  and 
bccaufe  he  was  of  opinion  fuch  defer ved  it : 
But  the  very  great  love  and  refpett  he  bore 
to  his  country,  and  efpecially  to  the  trade, 
which  he  looked  upon,  with  great  juftice,  to 
be  altogether  a  child  of  his  own,  reflraincd 
him  from  any  action,  which  would    in  the 
leaft  hazard  its  profperity  ;  and  for  this  very 
reafon  he  often  relieved  the  people,  \yhom  he 
knew  to  be  his  enemies,   when  unjuftly,  or 
too  ignorantly ,  attacked  either  by  the  Shach's 
fervants,  or  any  other.     Of  this  I  could  give 
many  inftances ;   but  I  (hall   confine  myfelf 
to  one,  as  an  example  of  his  greatnefs  of  fouL 
One  named  CafTels,  born  in  Pruffia,  whole 
father  was   a  Prufli&n,  and  his  mother  an 
Englifli  woman,  gave  himfelf  out  to  be  an 
Englifhman;  and,  by  virtue  of  the  liberty 
which  was  granted  to  the  Britifh  fubje&s  to; 
trade  through  Ruffia  and  Perfia,  by  the  court 
of  St  Peterfburgh*  went  to  Perfia  in  the  year 
1743,  expecting  fome  poft  or  employment 
from  Captain  Elton,  with  whom  he  had  been 
made  acquainted  when  the  captain  was  in 
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Orartburgh.     The  captain,  however,  woedd 
not  encourage  one  of  CaiTels's  difpoikicm  er 
incapacity,  and  Cartels  would  not  accept  of 
fuch  terms  as  the  captain  thought  proper  for  ! 
him.     Cartels  wafi  a  man  of  the  moft  violent 
paflions,    quite  ungovernable;    very  many 
inftances  of  which  I  could  give,  which  toy 
defign  hinders  me  from  doing.     Caflek,  in 
his  fury,  obferved  no  moderation  ;  neither 
juftice  nor  honour* could  lay  the  fmalleft  re- 
straint upon  his  a&ions.     He  was  lb   much 
tranfported  with  rage,  at  being  fo  unexpe&Iy 
disappointed,   that  he  applied  dire£tiy  to  the 
Shach,  and  accufed  Elton  of  crimes  by  which 
he  might  have  rifked  either  the  lofs   of  the 
Shach's  efteem,  or  fuffered  fome  remarkable 
difgrace.    Mr  Elton,  with  great  compofure 
andcalmnefs,  made  the  Shach  fenfible  of  his 
innocence,  and  alfo  of  Caflels's  madnefs ;  but 
pointed  out  the  true  caufe  ;  which,  as  I  /aid 
before,  was   his  being    difappointed  in  get- 
ting a  port  under  him,  for  which  he  was  not 
qualified  ;  letting  the  Shach  know,    that  he 
was  only  bred  a  painter  :    That  he,  (Elton,) 
was  of  opinion  Cartels  had  never  been  upon 
the  fea,  except  betwixt  Aftrachan  and  Enzi* 
fee* 

The  Shach  was  convinced  by  this,  that 
Mr  JElton  deferved  all  the  truft  he  had 
repofed  in  him ;  and  would  have  ordered 
Cartels  to  be  baftinadoed,  if  Mr  Elton  bad 
pot  interpofed,  and  protc&edhim.  Mr  Ekon 

did 
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did  not  reft  here  ;  but  advifed  die  Shkch  to 
employ  him  as  his  painter.  The  Shach  or* 
dered  him  to  paint  eight  ^iftures,  and 
make  them  as  fike  as  poffible.  Caflels 
engaged  4for  a  price,  atid  fixed  the  time  when 
all  fhduld  be  ready:  But  Cafleb,  enjojdng  a. 
great  falary,  and  judging,  that  when  the 
pidurtis  wette  ready,  his  falary  would  b6. 
withdrawn,  was  in  no  hade  to  finifh  his 
work.  In  fhort,  he  fpent  fo  much  time, 
that  the  Shach,  having  feat  fundry  meflages 
for  CafTels  to  bring  the  pi<$ures,  at  laft  or- 
dered him  to  be  brought  to  die  camp  with 
his  performances.  When  he  was  brought  be* 
fore  the  Shach,  he  took  notice  of  his  breach 
of  promtfe  ;  and  alfo,  that  though  the  pic- 
tures had  fome  refemblance,  they  had  many, 
faults,  and  looked  all  younger  than  one  which 
Caflels  had  prefented  to  the  Shach  formerly.; 
Caflels  forgot  himfelf  fo  far,  that,  it  is  faid, 
he,  upon  this  occafion,  treated  the  Shach  with 
fuch  indignity,  that  he  ordered  him  to  be 
ftrangled  ;  which  would  have  been  put  in- 
ftantly  in  execution,  had  not  Mr  Elton  inter- 
pofed,  and  obferved  to  the  Shach,  that  a, 
mad  man  was  not  accountable  for  his  actions 
or  behaviour ;  and  that  ill  reports  were  fre- 
quently carried  very  far,  and  loft  nothing  in- 
rehearfing :  That  the  Shach  wanted  foreign- 
ers, both  far  bis  fleet  and  army;  but  an  ac- 
tion of  this  kind  would  infallibly  put  a  flop 
to  any  hut  madmen  from  coming  into  Per- 
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fia.  Thefe  and  many  other  reafbns,  which 
the  captain  made  ufe  of,  fared  the  life  of 
this  madman*  I  (hall  take  it  for  granted  that 
diis  fingle  inftance  of  Mr  Elton's  behaviour 
is  fufficient  to  prepoflefs  the  mind  of  the 
reader  with  a  notion  of  CafTels's  madnefs, 
and  at  the  fame  time  evidently  (how  that  Mr 
Elton  was  a  good  man,  and  fuch  as  I  have 
defcribed  him.  From  what  I  have  related, 
it  is  evident  that  Mr  Elton  had  it  in  his 
power,  at  once  to  have  cruftied  any  number 
of  his  enemies  ;  but  for  the  reafons  I  have 
given,  he  was  reftrained  from  any  fuch 
mean  a&ion,  though  at  the  fame  time  he 
was  very  fenfible  that  his  enemies,  whom  he 
defpifed,  would  not  have  behaved  fo  to 
him,  had  they  been  in  his  place. 

Such  conduct  of  the  Britith  fubje&s  a- 
mongft  themfelves,  could  not  fail  to  deftroy 
the  Perfian  trade.  The  Emprefs  granted  a 
liberty  for  them  to  build  (hips  for  trahfport- 
ing  with  expedition  their  own  goods,  but  at  the 
feme  time  (he  reftri&ed  them  interfering  with 
the  trade  of  her  fubjedts,  or  from  freighting 
any  goods  except  their  own  :  But  no  fooner 
did  their  (hips  arrive  in  Perfia,  than  they 
tranfported  goods  for  Armenians  and  others, 
which  was  formerly  done  by  the  Ruffians, 
not  only  from  one  Perfian  port  to  another, 
but  alfo  to  the  port  of-  Aftrachan  :  By  which 
means,  accufations  were  daily  fent  to  St 
Peterfburgh  from  the  conful,  refident,  and. 

JRuffian 
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Ruffian  merchants,  alfo  from  the  port  of 
Aftrachan  in  relation  to  the  barbarous  treat- 
ment their  failors  met  with  on  board  the  Bri- 
tifh  (hips  :  Many  inflances  of  which  I  could 
give. 

Mr  Han  way  is  furprifed  that  Mr  Elton  did 
not  return  home  when  he  had  good  offers 
from  the  merchants,  and  a  fafe  pafs  from 
the  king  of  Great  Britain.  Mr  Hanway  is 
furprifed  at  many  things,  the  caufes  of  which 
he  certainly  knew  better.  I  unluckily  was 
not  furprifed  ;  Captain  Elton  I  am  convin- 
ced, revered,  honoured,  and  would  have  o- 
beyed  the  orders  of  his  late  Majefty,  or  his 
ambaflador  extraordinary  at  the  court  of  St 
Peterfburgh,  if  he  could  have  done  either 
with  fafety,  or  honour. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  king's  letters  of 
fafe  pafTage  were  fent  to  Perfia,  Mr  Elton 
was  threatened,  if  ever  the  Ruffians  could 
lay  hold  on  him,  to  be  impaled,  not  by  a 
mob,  but  by  the  principal  people  in  Aftra- 
chan. I  have  been  prefent  when  fuch  cruel 
threatenings  were  published  in  open  com- 
pany, little  regarding  the  king's  letters, 
which  were  fpoken  of  at  the  fame  time  with 
no  great  refpeft.  Mr  Elton  had  proved  the 
merchants  honour  effectually ;  he  had  weigh- 
ed it,  and  he  efteemed  it  extremely  deficient; 
if  that  had  been  of  full  weight  and  value, 
it  would  not  have  furprifed  me  if  the  Britifli 
trade  had  been  carried  on  at  this  time,  not- 
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Withftandiog  3#  the  cQnfiijfioas  of  Perfia* 
The  hiftory  <?f  their  trsde,  which  I  have  al- 
ready given  is  fufjlcisnt  to  prove  &is*      The 
Rufliaps  and  Armenians  <?arry  on  a  trade  at 
this  time,  and  why   could  not  the  BrkUh, 
the  moft  fincerely  beloved  foreign!?*  in  the 
empire  of  Rufli*  ?  Whereas  all  that  the  Ar- 
menians c*n  g^  »  pupefy  from  pity  winch 
the  Ruffians  have  for  &ex&,  and   from  tjhe 
profit  they  bring  to  the  empire  by  their  ob- 
sequious diligence.      The  Englifk  ijfed  t? 
represent  their  affcirs  in  the  different  offices 
ia  Aftrachan  io  top  ftrong  tera*s*  and  a- 
greeable  to    treaties,    threat niag    if    they 
were  not  complied   with*     The  Armenians 
ufed  to  apply  in  the  moft  fubpiffive  manner, 
becaufe  they  could  qfe  sk>  other,  an<3  tbey 
fupported  their  fupplioattons,  apd  brought 
them  to  anfwer  their  f  nde  by  funis  of  money 
rightly  given, 

I  imagine  none  alive  can  tefl  exadly  the 
terc06  agreed  upon  betwixt  Nadir  Shadht  a&d 
Mr  Elton  \  but  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  tkey 
were  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  i^ot  as 
yet  expired:  Could  honour  or  honefty  then 
permit  Mr  Elton  to  break  through  the  fa- 
cred  des  of  engagements  at  the  defire  of  the 
merchants,  ftrengthned  by  the  king's  let- 
ters of  fafety,  fupported  by  pafTes  through 
Ruftia,  even  fuppofing  they  had  been  fign- 
ed  by  the  Emprefs's  own  hand  ?  No  }  fuch 
things  might  be  done  by  men  void  of  both 

honefty 
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honefty  and  honour,  but  Captaia  John  El- 
ton could  not  do  a  dirty  aftion.  When 
thePerfian  government  was  atlaft  annihilat- 
ed, Mr  Elton,  rather  than  truft  his  perfon 
to  the  Ruffians,  refolved  to  make  his  retreat 
through  Perfia,  Where,  it  is  faid,  he  wast 
murdered*  This  lad  refolution  is  enough 
to  (how  how  little  he  could  truft  tp  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  exafperated  Ruffians ;  a  fliort 
account  of  his  aftions,  as  far  as  I  know,  I 
imagine,  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  the 
reader* 

Mr  Elton  married  in  Ruflk,  ittitiiedi:  tdy 
before  he  went  the  laft  time  to  Perfia;  a  pret* 
ty  young  woman,  by  whom  he  had  a  dabgh-* 
ter#  His  wife  dted  fbon  after  his  arrival  in 
Langarood,  the  place  where  he  built  (hips 
for  the  Shach  4  but  his  daughter  was  living 
when  we  were  in  Perfia*  It  has  formerly 
been  obferved  that  the  empire  of  Perfia  was, 
at  the  death  of  Nadir,  thrown  into  univer* 
ial  convulfionsi  -The  day  we  left  Re(hd  we 
heard  an  irregular  firing  of  cannon  from 
Langarood,  which  is  not  very  far  diftant  from 
Enzilee,  and  were  informed  before  we  left 
the  coaft  that  it  proceeded  from  the  follow-* 
ing  caufe*  Mr  Elton,  having  been  made 
certain  of  the  Shach's  death,  and  unable  to 
get  directions  from  any,  how,  upon  fuch  a 
conjun&ure,  to  behave,  refolved  to  go  on 
board  a  (hip  of  twenty  guns,  which  he  had 
built,  and  remain  there  in  fecurity  till  he 
U  u  u  faw 
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faw  how  affairs  would  turn  out.     He  accord-* 
ingly  fent  all  his  baggage  on  board  :  But 
when  he  went  to  bring  off  two  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  fome  ammunition,  which  was  left 
at  the  houfe,  he   was   fuddenly  furrounded 
by  a  great  number  of  Perfians;  who  threat- 
ened  his  life.     He  tried  what   eaiy  means 
would  do,  but  all  his  arguments  proving  a- 
bortive;  he  at  lad  determined  to  defend  him- 
felfas  long  as    he  could,  and  fent  an  ex- 
prefs,  who  arrived  at  Redid,  charged  with 
an  account  of  his  danger,  to  Culipha.      He 
with  a  few  fervants  killed  many  of  the  re- 
bels, but  at  laft  was  unfortunately  (hot  thro* 
the  arm  ;  this  difmayed  his  attendants,   and 
the  lols  of  blood  rendered  him  incapable  of 
giving  proper  orders,  or  keeping  his  men 
to  their    duty.      In    this  condition  he  was 
taken  prifoner  ;  and  when  the  rebels  were 
deliberating  what  punifhment  to  inflift  upon 
him,  for  having,  as  they  fuppofed,   advifed 
the   Shach  to  build   (hips,    which  was   the 
ruin  of  that  part  of  their  country,  an  ex- 
prefs  arrived  from  Culipha/  who  begged  of 
the  rebels  to  take  great  care  of  Mr  Elton, 
letting  them  know  that  the  building  of  (hips 
was  determined  by  all  the  grandees  of  Per- 
fia,  and  was  not   owing  to  Mr  Elton ;  that 
though  Nadir  Shach  was  dead,  yet  the  king 
of  Perfia  was  not  dead,  and  as  it  turned  out 
afterwards,  he  aflured  them  that  AH  Kouli 
Khan  was  the  king  of  Perfia,  and  was  marching 

a  great 
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a  great  army  direftly  into  their  country,  to 
protett  the  provinces  of  Mazanderan  and 
Gilan,  and  the  fhipping,  for  which  he  had  a 
great  value.  He  further  gave  them  to  know 
that  if  any  harm  was  done  to  Mr  Elton,  the 
Shach  would  not  fail  to  extirpate  all  the  in- 
habitants, and  caufe  fow  their  habitations 
with  fait.  This  had  the  defired  effect,  they 
immediately  fet  Mr  Elton  at  liberty,  and,  in 
the  mod  fubmilTive  manner,  begged  that  he 
would  forgive  what  injury  had  been  done  to 
him. 

How  long  Mr  Elton  remained  in  Langa- 
rood  after  this  I  never  could  learn,  nor 
what  became  of  his  only  daughter:  It  was 
reported  before  I  left  Ruffia  that  he  difpofed 
of  any  bulky  value  he  had,  and  bought  up 
diamonds  and  other  jewels,  and  refolved  to 
travel  through  Perfia  to  Gambroon,  where 
he  was  in  hopes  of  getting  a  paflage  for 
England,  or  at  leaft  fome  place  of  more 
fafety  to  live  in  :  But  we  were  told  that  he 
was  murdered  on  his  way  to  Ifphahan.  Whe- 
ther his  daughter,  who  was  an  infant,  fhared 
the  fame  fate,  I  could  never  learn. 

Having  given  as  fliort  and  candid  an  ac- 
count of  Captain  Elton  as  I  could,  I  fliall 
oflly  add,  that  animofities  increafed  amongfl: 
the  Britifh  as  long  as  their  trade  continued. 
That  the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh  honeftly 
let  them  know  that  their  trade  could  not  be 
continued,  accompanied  with   fuch  confu- 
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(ion  atnongft  themfelves,  to  the  evident 
hurt  of  the  Ruffians,  and  therefore  gave 
them  fufficient  warning  to  difpofe  of  their 
goods  to  the  heft  advantage,  and  withdraw- 
in  fafety.  It  has  already  been  Chown  that 
they  would  not  follow  this  advice,  but  tar^ 
ried  in  Perfia  to  the  evident  danger  of  their 
lives,  and  lqfs  of  very  great  value  to  their 
employers,  and  when  the  fate  befel  them, 
which  every  fenfible  perfon  could  eafily  fore- 
fee,  they  blamed  their  benefa&or,  who  fa- 
ved  their  lives,  and  as  much  of  their  employ- 
er's money  as  he  could,  and  the  court  of  St 
Peterfburgh  paid  them  the  value  of  their 
(hips,  which  np  merchants  in  Aftrachau 
would  buy :  So  that  when  we  arrived  in  Af- 
trachan  I  was  informed  that  a  total  ftop  was 
put  to  the  Britifh  trade.  To  fuch  a  pitch  of 
madnefs  their  animofitiea  and  jealoufies 
grew,  that  when  I  did  any  lervice  to  one 
party,  I  vyas  blamed  by  the  other,  although 
I  am  certain  I  never  received  the  ncceflary 
Cxpences  I  was  at,  far  lefs  any  premium. 
One  hogftiead  of  Malaga  was  the  only  pre- 
fent  I  ever  received  for  having  negotiated 
their  affairs  from  the  begin  nitag  of  the  year 
1742  till  Mr  Thomfon's  arrival,  and  zlfo  for 
having  pled  their  caufes  fuccefsfully  with 
t^e  governor  and  others. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.     XXXIV. 

Cottcerning    what   happened   in  Afirachan  and 
Rujpa  till  our  arrival  in  Mofcow. 

NOTHING  uncommon  happened  during 
our  (lay  in  Aftrachan,  except  that  the 
widow  of  Lieutenant  Glafsford,  an  Engfifh 
woman,  born  in  Ramfgate,  was  kept  in  Af- 
trachan by  the  governor  with  her  two  chil- 
dren,  under  pretence  that,  as  the  father  had 
embraced    the  Ruffian    religion    before  his 
death,  the  children  fhould  be  educated  in 
the  fame,  and,  until  the  mother  complied, 
the  ftupid  governor  infilled  that  they  fhould 
not  be  permitted  to  depart  from  Aftrachan, 
neither  fhould  (he  receive  one  farthing  of  her 
widow  money  for  her  fubfiflence.  Mr  Glafs- 
ford commanded  the  port  at  Earkee,  was 
there  taken  ill  of  a  malignant  fever,   and 
died.     Two  or  three  days  before  his  death, 
when  he  was  delirious,  and  did  not  know 
his  wife,  the  Ruffian  prieft  rebaptized  him  in 
the  Greek  religion,  and  this  gave  a  power- 
ful handle  to  a  weak  headed  governor  to 
threaten,  and  opprefs  a  poor  widow  with 
her  orphans.    Mr  Thomfbn  had  done' every 
thing  in  his  potoer,  before  we  arrived,  for 
the  help  of  the  unfortunate  widow  and  or- 
phans.    They  told  me  every  thing,  and  I 
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applied  to  the  prince,  who  fpoke  to  the  go- 
vernor and  allured  him  that  if  he  obftinately 
perfifted  in  detaining  them,  that  we  were 
determined  to  lay  the  affair  before  his  Ma- 
jefty's  ambafTador  the  late  Earl  of  Hyndford, 
who,  exclufive  of  his  public  character,  was 
much  efteemed  at  that  court :  This   had  the 
cffett,   (he    was   let  go ;  but   the   obftinate 
fooliih  governor  would  not  caufe  pay  neither 
her  widow  money,  nor  her  hufband's  falary : 
But  Mr  Thomfon  and  I  helped  her  forward 
tp  St  Peterfburgh  with  her  infants  in  ;all  lafe- 
ty,  \yfyere  I  faw  her  in  the  year  1748,   and 
receive^  my  fleeping  waggon  in   which  flie 
was  tranfported  :  But  at  that  time  (he  had 
not  received   her  widow   money  ;  however 
as  I  was  pretty  well  known  in  the  admiralty, 
I  obtained  that  for  her,  and  with  the  help  of 
my  brother,  got  her  fent  to  England.    The 
above  I  have  written  to  let  ftrangers  fee  the 
danger  widows  and  orphans  are  in  after  the 
the  deceafe  of  their  huffcands,   or  fathers, 
efpecially    when   at    a    diftance   from   the 
court,  and  alfo  what  tricks  priefts  praftife 
upon  men  when  delirious:   And,  though  in. 
fome  countries  the  priefts  would  be  feverely 
punifhed  for  fnch  villany,  yet  in  Ruffia^  un- 
lefs  tilings  be  altered   fince  I  left  it,  it  is 
quite  otherwife.      This   is  not  all,    for  ^hp*» 
the  perfon  thus  impofed  upon,  recovers,  yet 
it  is   dangerous  for  him  to  profefs  the  reli- 
gion he  was  taught,  and  deny  the  Greek  re-. 
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ligion,  fo  bafely  impofed  upon  hint,  when 
he  was  non  compos  ;  witnefs  the  account  I  gave 
of  Mr  Wells. 

Whilft  we  (laid  in  Aftrachan,  we  were  in- 
formed of  Ali  Kouli  Khan's  being  declared 
Emperor  ;  of  his  arrival  in  Mafanderan  ;  of 
his  regreting  the  ambaflador's  departure; 
of  his  having  fent  to  Refhd  rich  prefents  for 
him,  and  alfo  for  the  gentlemen  of  his  reti- 
nue, which  were  returned  to  him  fince  we 
were  gone  from  thence  ;  of  his  defeat,  and 
his  brother  Ibrahim's  being  declared  Empe- 
ror ;  of  Ibrahim's  defeat  by  Ami  Ruflan 
Khan ;  and  of  many  more  trouble?  in  Per- 
fia. 

The  court  of  St  Peterlburgh  were  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  prince's  return,  without  the 
Emprefs's  permiflion  ;    but  it  became  more 
mild,  when  informed  that  we  had  no  proba- 
bility of  getting  provifions   to  fubfift  upon  : 
That  if  we  had  not    that  very  time  left  the 
country,  we  mufthave  ftarved  ;  befides,  our 
men  were  dying  daily,  and  few  remained  a- 
live  :  That  this  was  the  opinion  of  every  one 
of  us,  who  figned  it  in  Refhd.     We  were 
very  uncertain  about  our  flay  in  Aftrachan, 
and  were  afraid  that  we  would  be  ferit  back 
early  next  year  ;  but  the  continued  confufi- 
ons  of  that  diftrefled  kingdom  freed  us,   as 
(hall  be  taken  notice  of. 

At  our  arrival  we  found  in  Aftrachan  the 
late  Shach  Nadir's   merchant,  whom  he  had 
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fent  into  Ruffia  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  filk, 
to  be  difpofedof,  and  with  the  proceeds  to  buy 
up  fuch  goods  as  the  Shach  wanted*     He  was 
on  his  return,  I  fay,   with  a  valuable  cargo 
of  European  goods  ,  and  much  treaftire  ;    but 
the  government  qf  Aftrachah  fei^ed  as  much 
?s  completely  indemnified  the  lofles  which 
the  ftuflian  merchants  had  fuftain^d  in  Per- 
fia  by  robbery  and  othervife  ;  and  the  poor 
fellow  contented  himfelf  to  remain  in  Aftra- 
chan*  and  live  upon  wb^t  was  left. 

As  wp  were  very  uncertain  of  QUr  fate,  I 
Wifhed  much  to  fee  fpy  wife  and  my  child ; 
wherefore  J  wrote  h$r  often*  and,  as  we  had 
good  opportunities  by  careful  couriers,  beg-* 
ged  (he  would  come  to  Aftrachan*      She 
made  many  excufes,  and,  when  winter  (et  in, 
I  gave  over  all  hopes  of  feeing  her  there.    M 
laft,  on  the  14th  January  1748,  I  received  a 
letter  from  her,  teUing  me,  thatf  the  weather 
being  very  fevere,  (he  could  not  venture  with 
the  child  ;  wherefore  I  endeavoured  to  put 
up  with  what  I  could  not  help  ;  and,  in  order 
to  drive  difagreeable  thoughts  from  me,  went 
to  hunt  in  the  defart*     Next  morning,  be- 
fore day  light,  a  foldier  came  into  my  cham- 
ber, and  told  me,  that  (he  was  in  Aftradian, 
with  her  fon,  both  in  good  health  }  which  was 
true.     Slie  told  me,  that  the  reajfon  flic  had 
written  me  as    above,    was   what  (he  then 
thought ;  but  the  day  after,  a  captain  with  a 
fmall  command  waited  upon  her,  and  aflti- 
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red  her  that  he  would  pawn  his  life  for  her 
fafety  on  the  road,  and  this  determined  the 
fudden  change. 

Mortals  are  all  (bort-fighted,  and  fb  it  hap* 

pened  to  me  ;  fdr  I  fcarcely  had  furnifhed  a 

houfe,  when  orders  arrived  that  we  fliould 

march  to  Mofcow,  and  there  wait  the  Em- 

prefs's  pleafure.     No  time  was  to  be  loft;  the 

winter  at  Aftrachan  was  near  a  clofe.     This 

order  was  received  on  the  ad  of  March,  and 

I  was  inftantly  obliged  to  (ell  off  every  thing 

at  great  lofs.     We  departed  from  Aftrachan 

the  laft  time  on  the  3d,  and  arrived  in  Mot 

cow  fafely  on  the  23d  of  the  fame  month* 

Nothing  happened  remarkable,  except  that 

the  ice  being  very  rotten,  we  had  almoft  loft 

a  lieutenant  in  the  Volga. 

At  Tzaritzin  the  prince  told  me,  he  was 
refolved  to  go  by  poft ;  but,  becaufe  it  would 
be  inhumane  to  caufe  me  go  with  him,  he  per* 
mitted  me  to  come  with  my  wife,  convoyed 
by  the  command.  Having  faid  this,  he  let 
out  dire&ly,  and  we  ftaid  in  Tzaritzin  all 
night.  Next  morning  we  fet  out  very  early; 
the  day  was  exceffively  cold,  with  a  very 
high  wind,  and  my  people  had  not  been 
very  a&ive,  fo  that  my  carriages  wer-  a- 
mongft  the  laft.  The  fnow,  after  travelling 
a  mile  or  two,  was  very  deep,  and  confc- 
quently  many  flops  and  delays  were- made 
by  the  foremoft  fledges,  fo  that  we  made  a 
very  flow  progrefs.     Seeing  this  would  con- 
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tiaue,   I  ordered  my  carriages  to  drive  pafi 
the  others,  which  was  done  with  difficulty, 
occasioned  by  the  deep  untrodden  fhqw: 
HoWeVer,  at  laft  we  got  foremoft,  and  drove 
on  to  the  middlemoft  caftle  formerly  taken 
notice  of*     Our  fecretary  followed  me,  with 
whom  I  agreed  in  company  to  leave  the  com- 
mand at  this  place,  and  drive  as  expeditiouf- 
ly  as  we  could.     Though  the  other  officers 
imagined  that  lhch  a  ftep  was  irregular,  I 
perfifted,   becaufe  the   prince  had  left  me 
purely  on  account  of  my  wife  and   child, 
who  run  the  rifk  of  being  frozen  to  death 
through  the  delays  they  were  obliged   fre- 
quently to  make.     The  paymafter  laid  that 
he  could  not  anfwer  to  give  us  any  travel- 
ling charges  ;  but  the  fecretary  and  I  had 
money  enough,   and  doubted  not  that  our 
charges  would  be  paid  in  Mofcow. 

Thus  we  left  them,  and  travelled  day  and 
night  with  changes  of  horfes,  till  we  arrived 
in  Mofcow,  only  two  days  after  the  prince* 
After  we  parted  the  laft  Coilack  village,  and 
before  we  launched  into  the  defart,  we  agreed 
to  have  a  good  dinner  for  us  and  our  wives, 
who  were  feldom  accuftomed  to  fuch  hard 
labour  and  fcrimp  provifions.  After  dinner, 
we  took  a  few  glades  of  generous  wine,  and 
then  marched  fix  miles  through  woods.  We 
had  not  travelled  very  far  in  the  defart,  when 
my  wife  difturbed  my  reft  (for  I  was  fallea 
into  a  deep  deep)  and  told  me,  that  the  peo- 
ple 
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pie  had  loft  the  road,  and  were  afraid  that 
they  would  be  all  frozen  to  death.    I  lent  for 
them,  gave  each  man  a  glais  of  fpirits,  and 
defired  them  to  unyoke  one  horie  from  each 
fledge,  mount  themr,   and  ride    round    the 
fledges,  at  fnch  diftance  one  from  the  other, 
that  they  might  hear  one  another  call,  hoping 
by  this  means,  that  we  probably  might  find 
oat   the  trodden  path :  They   did   lb,   and 
found  out  the  poft-houfe,  which  was  not  di- 
ftant    half  a  mile  from  us  ;  but   the  .wind 
was  fo  high,  that  the  poft  people  could  not 
hear  us  call  from  where  our  fledges  were. 
Though  this  poft-houfe  was  both  very  dirty 
and  fmall,  yet  I  imagine  none  of  us  ever  en- 
tered a  palace  with  fuch  pleafure.    The  men 
were  fo  well  pleafed,  that  th6y  brought  my 
fleeping  fledge  into  a  place  which  was  not 
expofed  to  the  fury  of  the  wind,  (b  that  next 
morning  we  were  almoft  ftifled  with  heat, 
which  proceeded  from  the  fledge  being  buri- 
ed in  fnow. 

At  our  arrival  in  Mofcow,  I  was  made 
welcome  both  from  the  kindnefs  which  that 
illuftrious  family  bad  for  me,  and  alfo  be*- 
caufe  one  of  the  prince's  fons,  who  was  n^- 
med  Michael  after  his  father,  a  great  favou- 
rite, was  very  ill  of  a  fcorbutic  cough,  which 
the  phyfician  Dr  Boenni  called  a  confumpti- 
on,  and  which  gave  them  all  great  uneaik 
nefs.  The  family  were  at  dinner  when  we 
arrived,  and  the  princefs  acquainted  me  with 
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her   fon's   diftrefs,    whilft  we  were  eating, 
"When  I  had  taken  a  (hatch,  I  went  to  the 
room  where  he  lay,  and,  after  examining  e< 
very  fymptom,  afked  him,  Why  he  lay   h 
bed,  and  why  the  room  was  dark  ?  He  an 
fwered,  fo  the  do&or  had  ordered,  but  that 
he  was  able  to  rife,  and  gladly  would  fee 
day-light.     I  muft  fay,  (uch  pra&ice  furpri- 
fed  me  very  much  ;  and  without  hesitation  I 
opened  the  windows,  and  helped   him  on 
with  his  cloaths,  without  giving  notice  to  any 
of  the  family  j  at  which  the  prlncefk  was 
greatly  alarmed  when  (he  entered  the  room: 
but  when  I  had  fatisfied  her  that  fuch  ma- 
nagement could  not  fail  to  verify  the  deltar1* 
prognofticks,  who  had  faid  that  he  was  incu- 
rable,  (he  was  pleafed.     Next  day  I  advifed 
him  to  take  exercile  in  a  clofe  vehicle,  and, 
by  proper  medicines  in  a  lew  weeks,  jec*? 
vered  him  to  his  former  (late  of  health. 

Mofcow  is  a  populous  and  rich  city,  and 
there  are  in  it;  many  wealthy  noblemen  ajad 
gentlemen,,  who  either  are  employed  about 
civil  affairs,  or  are  permitted,  after  having 
long  (ervcd  their  country,  to  live  at  their 
pleafure.  Merchants  alio  refide  here.  If  k 
had  been  poflible  for  me  to  obtain  my  difc 
charge  free  of  all  iervice,  I  could  in  a  very 
few  years  have  made  a  good  fortune  in  Mof- 
cow, as  the  common  merchants  never  offer- 
ed lefs  than  a  ruble  for  a  vifit,  the  nobility 
never  lefs  than  two,  and,  when  any  cure  was 

performed. 
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i        performed,  over  and  above  that,  they  never 
failed  to  make  me  a  handfome  prefent ;  but 

I         it  was  not  my  fortune  to  get  my  di&harge, 
though  I  tried  all  the  poliible  ways* 

There  are  in  Mofcow  fiyidry  apothecaries 

i  (hops,  the  principal  one  belongs  to  the  Em- 
prefs*  It  is  an  immenfe  pile  of  buildings, 
where  all  kinds  of  medicines  are  prepared  for 
the  army  and  fleet,  and  alfo  for  the  public, 
as  in  it  may  be  had  all  the  medicines  ufed  in 
Europe  ;  and  altho'  they  are  coftly,  they  may 
be  depended  upon  for  their  being  honeftly 
prepared.  The  other  (hops  belong  to  pri- 
vate people,  but,  as  was  (aid  formerly,  they 
are  as  much  under  the  direction  and  infpec- 
tion  of  the  medicine-chancery  as  that  belong- 
ing to  the  Emprefs.  If  any  grofs  miftake 
was  to  be  committed  in  any  of  them,  they 
would  be  certainly  forbidden  to  prepare  me* 
dicines  ever  after.  No  apothecary  is  permit* 
ted  to  attend  and  prefcribe  medicines  for  any 
ficfc.  people*  The  medicine-chancery  juftly 
think  that  they  cannot  be  properly  qualified; 
be  fides,  the  bufinefs  of  an  apothecary,  well 
employed,  is  fufficient  for  one  man  ;  if  they 
pra&ife  that  of  any  other,  it  is  next  to  im- 
poflible  but  they  mud  fall  into  errors  ;  either 
the  patfen$  will  he  neglected,  much  impofed 
upon,  or  their  (hops  will  be  left  to  the  care 
pf  their  (ervants,  from  which  much  mifcbief 
is  juftly  $o  he  dreaded* 
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I  was  not  long  in  Mofcow,  till  I  got  an 
invitation  from  my  old  commander  Privy- 
counfellor  TatilhofF,  to  go  and  vifit  him  in 
his  folitary   village,    diftant    about  feventy 
verfts  from  the  city  ;  but,  confidering  that 
at  this  time  he  was  a  ftate  pri loner  at  large, 
I  confulted  with  the  prince,  whether  it  would 
not  be   dangerous   for  me    to  attend   him. 
The  prince  faid,   that  there  was  no  danger 
to  one  of  my  profeiiion  to  vifit  any  pri  loner, 
unlets  forbid  by  order  of  Court.     I  therefore 
went  and  ftaid  one  day  with  him.      I  was 
charmed  with  his  way  of  living,  though  he 
was  very  much  diflatisfied  that  he  was  not 
permitted  to  go  to  court.     He  was  employed 
in  writing  his  hiftory  in  a  room  next   to  his 
bed-chamber,   in  fome  diforder ;  for  books 
and  ioftruments  were  lying  in  confufion  on 
the  floor,  (o  that  he  had  only  a  paffage  thro* 
amongft  tbem  to  the  table  where  he  wrote. 
In  two  years  time  he  had  beautified  this  place, 
built  a  good  houfe  of  timber,  and  laid  out  a 
garden  on  a  ground  which  declined  from  the 
houfe  to  a  marfhy  ground  to  the  fouth.     At 
a  certain  neck  of  ground  below  she  garden, 
he  had  built  a  ftrong  wall,  and  formed  a  lake 
above  a  mile   in    length,    and  furnifhed  it 
with  variety  of  fifh.      At  one  corner  of  this 
wall  he  built  a  mil},  and  on  the  top  of  the 
wall  he  had  made  an  iron-grate,  of  no  great 
depth,  but  very  long,  *o  prev*nMh«  fijb  from 
making  their  efcape  when  the  wafer  was  ve- 
ry 
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ry  high  by  great  rains.  In  fhort,  he  had,  of 
a  country  villa,  made  a  little  paradife.  The 
couniellor  was  extremely  kind  to  me,  and 
profered  me  any  reafonable  iiim  of  money* 
if  I  would  live  in  Mofcow,  that  I  could  fee 
him  frequently.  I  told  him  that  I  was  ufing 
all  my  intereft  to  get  that  effe&ed,  but  was 
very  uncertain  whether  I  would  fucceed* 
He  doubted  it  much,  and  railed  againft  the 
government,  concerning  which  I  put  him  in 
remembrance,  that  it  was  dangerous  for  any 
one  to  hear  him,  and  begged  that  he  would 
refrain  from  fuch  difcourfe,  or  elfe  I  could 
not  continue  my  vifits  with  any  fafety.  He 
promifed  to  do  fo,  but  was  lb  much  cha- 
grined, that  it  was  not  in  his  power  abfolute- 
ly  to  forbear*  He  told  me  nothing  of  his 
own  affairs  after  he  left  Aftrachan  t  but  I  i- 
magine  it  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  the  reor- 
der to  be  informed  of  what  I  was  told  by  o- 
ther  people* 

When  he  arrived  in  Mofcow,  he  pretend- 
ed ficknefs,  and  reported  the  ftate  of  his 
health  to  the  fenate,  who  ordered  the  phy- 
licians  there  to  vifit  him,  and  report  whether 
he  was  lick,  and  what  was  his  difeafe.  They 
attended  him  three  days,  and  he  rewarded 
them  nobly  for  their  trouble.  At  Lift,  how- 
ever, they  reported  that  he  had  no  other  dif- 
eafe than  a  cachexy,  which  was  incurable,  as 
his  conftitution  was  worn  out.  The  fenate 
ordered  him  to  chufe  any  of  his  village?,  not 

near 
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near  any  great  city,  and  immediately  to  make 
his  repair  to  that  village,  and  live  there  till 
farther  orders  ;  and  alio  to  report  to  the  ie» 
nate  when  he  hid  obeyed  thefe  orders.  Mr 
Tatiflboff  was  no  coward  ;  he  did  not  relifh 
thefe  orders  ;  he  loft  no  time  in  getting  rea- 
dy ;  but  in  place  of  retreating  to  his  village, 
he  drove  by  fome  by-roads  flraight  to  St  Pe- 
terfburgh,  with  an  intention  to  throw  himfelf 
at  her  Majefty 's  feet,  to  implore  her  mercyf 
and  grant  him  juftice  againft  his  enemies 
The  truth  is,  that  the  whole  fenate  were  a- 
fraid  of  him  ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  if  he 
had  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  been  ho- 
noured with  the  Imperial  pretence,  he  would 
have  made  his  follicitations  at  lead:  good  for 
himfelf.  He  arrived  fafe  in  St  Peterfbuigh, 
drefled  himfelf  in  the  livery  of  a  haydukc, 
and  walked  towards  the  palace  ;  but,  in  the 
way,  he,  notwithftanding  his  difguife,  was 
known  by  one  of  his  enemies,  feized,and  fent 
to  his  village  with  a  party  of  foldiers,  where 
he  remained  raving  againft  them  until  he  di- 
ed, which  was  in  the  year  1750. 

During  my  ftay  in  Mofcow,  I  vifited  him 
frequently,  and  he  never  failed  to  make  me 
happy  with  fome  prefent  of  a  book  or  curi- 
ous inftrument,  over  and  above  a  handfome 
fee.  This  year  two-thirds  of  the  city  of 
Mofcow  was  burnt  to  the  ground  ;  and  one 
day,  in  the  month  of  June,  as  I  was  at  Prince 
Golitzin's  table,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood 
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t>oilrhotid  of  his  houfe,   which,  before  the 
next  morning,   eonfumed  that  houfe  and  a- 
feove  two  thoufand  more.   My  wife  had  been 
^in  danger  of  having  mifcarried  eight  days 
before  tins  happened.     The  houfe  where  I 
lodged  was  diftant  from  where  the  fire  broke 
firft  out  about  one-fourth  of  a  verft,  fo  thai 
any  may  Cdniider  the  anxiety  I  was  in  for  the 
iafety  of  toy  family,  and  for  that  of  the  good 
prince  ;  however,  I  was  neceftitated  to  retire 
to  take  dare  of  my  owni     When  I  entered 
the  room,  I  defired  She  would  riot  be  alarm* 
ed,  And  told  her  that  a  fire  had  broken  out  at 
a  considerable  dittanee,   but  that  prudence 
required  (he  (hould  rift  And  make  her  retreat 
to  a  garden  at  (bme  diftance  belonging  to  thd 
prince ;  that  all  our  baggage,  except  what 
\¥e  immediately  made  ufe  oft  was  fecured  in 
a  ranked  cellar  tinder  ground ;  that  for  fear  of 
the  fire  I  had  bought  a  cart,  which  was  in  rea- 
diness, and  that  I  had  hired  another  to  can1/ 
off  all  Our  bdggage  froto  the  houfe  to  the 
garden  i     At  this  time  I  wbs  happy  in  ha-2 
ring  an  honed  ferifible  man-fervant,  to  whom 
I  could  truft  all  thefe  affairs*     I  therefore! 
njade  the  beft  of  my  Way  on  foot  with  my 
Wife,  fupported  by  a  maid  and  myfelf,  and 
a  foldier  carried  my  fan  ftraight  to  a  gate 
near  where  we  Hved*     Any  may  confider 
the  danger  we  were  in,  in  paffing  the  flreets 
at  fuch  a  time,  in  fuch  condition;  for  coaches, 
chaifeS,  <carfs>  waggons,  and  dragoons  pa* 
Y  y  y       '  trolling 
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trolling  to  prevent  robbery,  and  keep  good 
order,  made  it  very  dangerous  ;  but  the  fire, 
though  on  the  other  fide  the  wall,  was  ma- 
king a  horrid  and  rapid  progrefs,  and,  if  we 
had  (laid,  we  muft  have  been  burnt  to  death. 
If  we  had  gone  farther  into  the  city,  the  con- 
fufion  was  the  fame,  and  none  could  tell 
when,  where,   or  hpw  the  fire  would  flop. 
At  the  gate  the  Confufion  was  at  the  greateft; 
however,  it  pleafed  heaven  to  preferve  us, 
and  grant  a  paflage,  which,  though  danger- 
ous, ended  in  our  fafety.    We  no  fooner  had 
got  free  of  this  imminent  danger,  than,  we 
entered  into  a  broad  fpadous  ftreet,  which 
was  almoft  defected  by  the  inhabitants;  there 
we  relied  upon  the  firft  (lairs  we  faw,  and 
the  people  in  the  houfe  obferving  our  drefs 
to  be  better  than  common,  entreated  u$  to 
enter  the  houfe,  and  ferved  us  with  a  glafs 
of  wine,  which  was  never  before  this  fo  need- 
ful*    Thus,  in  about  two  hours  time,  we 
reached  our  tents  fixed  in  the  garden  by  the 
care  of  my  brother,   who  was  killed  after- 
wards at  the  Havannah.  I  was  there  inform- 
ed that  the  prince's  houfe  was  bprnt  down  to 
the  ground,  and  that  my  fervant,  as  I  had 
directed,   took  my  horfe  and  (Irong  cart  to 
the  good  prince's  affiftance;  that  he  being  a 
remarkable  ftrong  horfe,  and  the  cart  laige 
and  new,  they  packed  many  pieces  of.  the 
bed  furniture  on  the  cart,  and  one  of  the 
prince's  fervant^  officioufly,  took  the  ma- 
nagement 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TRAVELS.  539 

nagemenc  of  the  horfe  from  my  fervant,  who 
knew  him,  and  in  driving  out  of  the  gate  he 
whipped  the  horfe,  who,  not  ufed  to  fuch 
difcipline,  run  off*  broke  the  cart,  and  al- 
moft  every  piece  of  the  furniture*  and  alirioft 
killed  the  man.  I  was  truly  forry  for  this 
ill  news,  the  furniture  was  very  coftly,  being 
of  the  bed  materials  and  workmaufhip  which 
England  could  produce. 

I  waited  upon  the  princefs  and  her  chil- 
dren, whd  had  retired  to  a  very  homely 
room  in  their  gardener's  houfe.  She  was  in 
great  diftrefs,  but  contented  herfelf  with 
thankful  acknowledgments  to  divine  provi- 
de/ice that  all  their  lives  were  faved,  and  that 
things  were  no  worfe.  I  went  to  the  place 
where  the  houfe  flood,  and  found  the  prince 
as  black  as  any  coallier,  whom  I  perfuaded 
to  go  to  the  garden  for  fome  refreshment 
and  reft.  I  then  went  to  my  lodgings,  and 
found  the  houfe  {landing  fafe,  but  all  the 
houfes  about  it  were  burnt  to  the  ground. 

At  my  arrival  in  Mofcow  the  policy  ap* 
pointed  me  a  lodging  in  a  ftone  vaulted 
houfe  which  had  not  been  inhabited  this  win- 
ter. We  had  like  to  have  been  all  fuffoca- 
tcd,  of  which  I  happened  to  be  telling  the 
prince  the  day  following  at  dinner.  A  gen- 
tleman, related  to  the  prince's  family,  and  ve- 
ry rich,  was  prefent :  He  (aid,  that  he  had  a 
very  great  Gothic  building  of  ftone,  at  no 
great  diflance ;  that  none  had  inhabited  it 
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£nce  his  fatherfs  death  ;  add  it  was  reported 
in  Mofcowt  that  it  was  haunted  ;  but  added, 
that  if  I  would  venture  to  live  in  it,  I  might 
with  great  fafety*  for  there  were  three  good 
jrooms  and  a  kitchen. daily  kept  in  order,  and 
well  feafoned ;  and  that  aq  he  had  foqic  (tares 
and  granaries  in  other  rftpna?,  he  kept  the/e 
in  order,  and  fometimes  dined  with  his  fami- 
ly there*     I  returned  him  many  thanks  for 
his  kindnefs,  afToring  him  that  I  was  afraid 
of  no  goblins,  and  that  the  foldiers,  who  were 
appointed  by  me,  and  I  woqld  probably  give 
a  very  good  account  of  any  who  might  ati 
tempt  to  difturb  us  in  the  night  time*    I  im- 
mediately repaired  to  diat  houfe,  and  lived 
in  it  till  forced  out  by  the  fire,  but  I  fopn  re-? 
turned,  and  lived  in  it  till  I  went  to  St  Per 
terfburgh. 


CHAP*    XXXV. 

Concerning  my  Journey  to  St  Petersburgh,  what 
faffed  there  during  my  Stay,  find  my  Return 
to  Mo f cow. 

IN  the  latter  end  of  July,  I  received  an  or- 
der from  the  famous  Count  Lcftoig  to  go 
to  St  Peterfburgb,  and  there  to  wait  the  or- 
ders of  the  medicine-chancery*  I  loft  nq 
time  in  getting. ready,  and  arrived  in  $t  Pe- 
tqpfburgh  in  eight  days*     The  firft  thing  I 

did 
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did  after  my  arrival,  was  to  wait  .Opaa  £wnt 
Leftoig*  whom. I  never  had  feea  before  thfc 
time,  and. return  him  thanks  for  having  con* 
defcendesd,  agreeahte  to  my  J>etitioru  to,  or? 
der  rae  to  come  to  St  Peterfburgh.  He  was 
at  this  time  under  a1  cloud,  and  k  was  thought 
could  oot  ftand  itr  long*  Count  Bdfachei? 
was  his,  great  enemy.;  Jt:  feems  they  never 
had  agreed  fiace  tfeeir  difference,  which  hap- 
pened about  the  nature  of  the  punifbment  of 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  formerly  taken  no- 
tice  of.  At  this  time  the  court  wa$  at  Pe- 
terflioff,  but  Count  Leftoig  was  in  St  Peters- 
burg, p.  bad  otnen  that  the  Emprefa's  firft 
phyfidan  fhould  he  at  fo  great  diftance  front 
her  perfem.  We  entered  a  garden  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city,  and  were  told  that 
the  count  was  fitting  at  a  canal ;  when  we 
came  qear  where  he  was,  a  fervant  prevent-* 
ed  our  difturbing  him.  This  let  me  plainly 
fee  what  (late  he  affumed  ;  becaufe  I  cake  it 
for  granted,  that,  in  na  country,  Servants 
darq  be  infolent  to  ftrangtrs,  unlefs  their  ma* 
fters  are  either  foofe  or  fenfelcis.  Strangers 
conftantly  receive  marks  of  the  greateft  ho* 
lpitalify  and  politenefs  from  nobility,  if  thei? 
education  and  natural  faculties  are  an(wcr~ 
able  to  their  birth;  but  upftart  noblemen  are 
feldom  to  be  met  with,  who  can  keep  them- 
felves  within  moderation,  or  their  attendants 
and  fervants  in  order.  We  had  not  waited 
|ong  till  the  count  made  his  appearance,  and 

very 
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very  politely  defired  us  to  walk  with  him  to 
his  palace,  where  he  treated  us  with  a  did*  of 
coffee.     He  Teemed  to  be  a  man  of  no  learn* 
ing,  nor  indeed  curiofity.     He  was  a  well- 
made  (lout  man,  of  a  very  bold  daring  coun- 
tenance, much  deformed  with  gutta  rofea9 
proceeding  probably  from  a  grofs  conftituri- 
on  and  continued  habit  of  drinking  for  very 
many  years*     The  countefc  was  a. very  beau- 
tiful young  lady,  and  had  been  formerly  a 
lady  of  honour  to  the  Emprcfc.     He  alked 
m6,  What  I  intended  to  do?  I  anfwered,  that: 
nothing  could  be  fo  agreeable  to  me  as  liber- 
ty to  return  to  my  native  country ,  putting 
him  in  remembrance,  in  as  eafy  a  way  as  I 
could,  of  the  many  petitions  I  had  preferred 
to  the  chancery  before  I  was  lent  to  Ferfia ; 
and  obferved,  that,  as  I  had  fpent  my  beflr 
days  in  Rulfia,  and  had  contra&ed  a   bad 
ftate  of  health,  I  therefore  hoped  he  would 
permit  me  to  return  home.     He  anfwered, 
that  peace  would  foon  commence  between 
Great-Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  and,  in 
that  cafe,  I  could  not  exped  to  meet  with 
the  encouragement  mentioned  in  the  king's 
proclamation  ;  and  therefore  he  thought  it 
more  advifeable  to  remain  in  Ruflla  :    He 
talked  agreeably  concerning  my  fervice,  and 
added,  that  he  intended  to  provide  fame  o- 
ther  place,  for  the  principal  furgeon  of  the 
fea-hofpitai,  and  would  appoint  me  in  his 
place,  which  is  both  profitable  and  honour-. 

able, 
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able,  being  the  firft  in  the  Tea  fervice.     I 
made  him  a  bow,  and  retired. 

The  next  vifit  1  made  was  to  the  late  Earl 
of  Hyndford,  who  at  that  time  was  ambafla- 
dor  from  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  and 
highly  refpe&cd  at  the  court  of  St  Peterf- 
burgh.  I  fbon  gained  his  friendship,  and 
retained  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  It  was  by  his 
mafterly  influence  that  the  Ruffian  troops 
were  ordered  to  march  to  our  afliftance  \  and 
pity  it  was  that  they  were  (lopped  at  Prague. 
They  were  a  body  of  the  moft  complete 
troops  I  ever  faw,  commanded  by  choice  ge- 
nerals. Nothing  was  fo  difagreeable  to  them 
as  tobe  ordered  back  without  having  feen  the 
enemy,  except  that  they  were  not  command- 
ed by  the  late  General  Keith.  I  make  no 
doubt  that  they  would  have  given  a  very 
good  account  of  the  French;  for  at  that  time 
the  French  nation  was  not  efteemed  by  the 
Ruffians  in  general :  They  had  not  forgotten 
the  bafe  carriage  of  the  Marquis  Chetar- 
die  at  the  court  of  St  Peterfburgh,  and  would 
have  exerted  their  efforts  againft  the  French 
army,  as  diey  efteemed  the  whole  nation  al- 
together treacherous,  void  of  honour,  and 
bafe  to  the  laft  degree.  It  was  very  dan- 
gerous for  the  French,  at  that  time,  to  walk 
the  ftreets  of  St  Peterfburgh  in  the  day-time ; 
and  if  they  had  been  known  in  the  night- 
time, if  they  efcaped  with  their  lives,  they 
would  have  been  fent  to  jail ;  whereas  the 

Britifh 
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Britifli  were  every  where  car efled  ;  and  this 
was  very  much  owing  to  the  addrefs  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Hyndford.  A  few  anecdotes 
which  happened  at  that  court  when  he  was 
ambafiador  there,  will,  I  hope,  be  agree- 
able* 

At  his  feft  appearance,  there  was  foine 
ceremony  to  be  obferved  which  was  not  cu- 
ftomary.     Things  having  been  at  laft  ad-1 
jufted,  the  day  of  his  getting  audience  was 
fixed.      He  was.  carried  to  court  with  the 
greateft  Solemnity >  as  ambafiador  extraordi- 
nary and  plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.     The  fimptfefs  was  Handing 
under  a  canopy,  three  fteps  above  the  floor 
of  the  hall,  with  her   right  hand  upon  a  cu- 
shion.    The  Earl  mounted  the  three  fteps, 
placed  himfelf  on  the   opposite  fide  of  the 
table,   put  on  his    hat,  and  made  a  fliort 
fpeefch,  and  delivered  his  credentials  into  the 
Emprefs's  own  hand,  who  gave  them  to  the 
then  grand   chancellor  ;    he  took   off  his 
hat,  and  made  three   bows  at  the  foot  of 
the    throne.        After    this    his    firft     ap- 
pearance, he  was  one  the  lead  ceremonious 
(extept  on  public  occasions)  ambaflador  that 
ever  appeared  at  the  <court  of  St  Peterfburgh* 
He  would  yield  place,  however,  to  no  ambaf- 
fader,  except  from  the  Emperor  of  Germany, 
with  whom  he  cultivated  great  friendOiip. 
At  his  firft  arrival  in  St  Peterfburgh,  he  was 
informed  that  the   old  fiekl-marfbal  prince 

Dolgaruka 
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DoJgaruka  had  been  confined  in  Revel  due- 
ling the  reign  of  the  Emprefs  Anne,  purely 
"for  the   attachment  and  fincere   efteem  he 
liad,  upon   all  occafions,    declared   for   the 
Priocefs  Elizabeth,  now  Emprefs;  and  that 
in  confequence  of  hisTufferings,  and  of  the 
lofs  of  the  grcateft  half  of  that  noble  ancient 
family,  the  prince  wa9  held   in  the  greateft 
efteem  by  the  Emprefs  ;  fo  that  whatever  he 
Taid1  was  a  law,  and  (he  upon  all  occafions 
called  him  father.  To  this  nobleman  the  Earl 
Tent  his  compliments,  and  invited  him  to  din- 
ner.    Ih  return,   the  prince   exprefled   his 
fenfe  of  the  honour  which  the  Earl  had  done 
him  ;  but  begged  to  be  excufed,  upon  ac- 
count of  his  great  age  and  infirmities ;  and 
allured  him,  that  he  would  look  upon  it  as  a 
great  favour,  if  he  would  honour  his  table 
■with  his  prefence.     This  was  precifely  what 
the  ambaflador  expe&ed,  and   therefore  ac- 
cepted of  the  prince's  invitation.     In  the 
time  of  dinner,  the  Earl  obferved  the  prince 
taking     ftolen    looks  ac    him,  and  at   laft 
fovv  the  tears  trickling  down  the  old  man's 
cheeks  ;    wherefore  he  begged  to  know,  If 
he  was  the  difagreeable  caufe  of  fuch  iigns 
of  grief?     To  this  the  prince  anfwered,  that 
he  was  truly  the  innocent  caule  of  his  grief; 
adding,  that   he  had  a  ion  whom  he  much 
loved,  who  was  unfortunate,  with  many  of 
his  family,  during  the  reign  of  the  Emprefs 
Anne  :    That  his  fon    was  lb  very  like  the 
Z  z  z  Earl  f 
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Earl,  that  whenever  he  looked  at  him,  it 
brought  his  ion's  misfortunes  into    his  re- 
membrance.       The    Earl    obferved*      that, 
now  his  fon  was  happy,  he  would  take  it  as  a 
great  honour  to  be  called   his  fon  ;  and,    at 
the  fame  time,  to  have  the  liberty  of  calling 
him  by  the  honourable  title  of  father.      This 
was  agreed  to   by  them  both  ;    and,    from 
fuch  a  trifling  circumftance,  the  Earl  gained 
the  prince,  who  did  him  every  fervice  in  his 
power,  which  was  compatible  with  the  in- 
tereft  of  Rufiia. 

Soon  after  this  the  army  began  to  march; 
and  indeed  nothing  was   too  hard  for  the 
Earl  to  obtain  from  the  court  of  St  Peterf- 
burgh.     I  was  told  that  he  was  fo  much  ma- 
iler of  pleafing,  and  making  himfelf  efieem- 
ed,  that  he  gained  the  refpeft  of  the  whole 
Ruffian  nobility.     The  Earl,  how,  good   fo- 
ever,  dill  maintained  his  ftate,and  would  not 
fuffcr  the  lead:  encroachment ;   for  iniiance. 
He  had  a    palace  in  the  city,  and   a  houfe 
in  the  country,  where  he  ufed  to  pais  a  day 
or  two  in  the  week  with  a  few  friends.     A 
ferjeant  was  appointed,  with  a  body  of  foi- 
diers,  to  take  care  of  the  houfe  in  the  city, 
and  another   ferjeant   was  flationed  at   his 
houfe  in  the  country. 

One  day  in  the  fuminer-feafon  the  Earl 
went,  as  ufual,  to  his  country-houfe  ;  but 
was  told  by  the  ferjeant,  that  the  Emprcfs's 
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matter  of  horfe  had  taken  up  his  Lordfhip's 
(tables  with  the  Emprefs's  young  horfes, 
who,  (bme  how,  had  wandered  away  from 
the  fields  where  they  were  feeding.  The 
Earl  ordered  the  horfes  to  be  fet  out  to  the 
fields.  This  could  not  fail  to  make  a  great 
noife.  The  young  horfes  fcampered  far  a- 
way,  and  many  fields  were  by  them  deftroy- 
ed.  The  mailer  of  horfe,  nettled  at  this, 
determined  to  be  revenged.  The  perfons 
ofambafTadors  in  Ruflla  are  held  as  facred 
.  as  thofe  of  their  matters  ;  confequently  the 
matter  of  horfe  had,  as  he  thought,  but  one 
way  to  gratify  his  refentment.  Lord  Hynd- 
ford's  country-houfe  was  fituated  on  the  ci- 
ther fide  of  a  bridge,  where  a  fmall  com- 
mand of  foldiers  kept  watch,  to  examine  all 
paflengers  from  the  city  into  the  country,  and 
keep  order  on  the  high  way.  Either  by  his 
owh  authority  or  influence,  the  matter  of 
horfe  caufcd  thefe  foldiers  flop  fome  carters, 
who  were  fent  to  the  Earl's  country-feat  with 
wine,  and  other  provifions.  The  boors  ha- 
ving gone  that  way  frequently,  without  any 
moleftation  or  flop  from  the  foldiers,  know- 
ing that  they  were  employed  by  the  Britifh 
ambaflador,  infitted  on  the  right  which  am- 
bafTadors  fervants  had.  The  foldiers  denied 
that  they  were  the  ambaflador'*  fervants,  bc- 
caufe  they  were  Rullian  boors.  Thus  from 
words  they  came  to  blows  ;  and.  at  laft  they 
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were  put  under  arrefl.  This  being  reported 
to  the  Earl,  he  went  to  court,  made  his  com- 
plaint to  the  Emprefs,  and .  infifted  on  iatil- 
fa&ion.  The  Emprefs,  athamed  of  the  ma- 
tter of  horfe's  folly,  promifed  every  thing. 
The  Earl  demanded,  that  the  matter  of  horle 
fhould  be  fent  to  his  houfe  formally,  to  afk 
pardon .  The  Emprefs  infifted  t  hat  he  fhould 
not  only  afk  pardon,  but  that  he  fhould  do 
it  on  his  knees,  and  pay  aH  damages.  Ac- 
cordingly, at  the  EarP&  return  to  his  own 
houfe,  one  of  his,  fervants  acquainted  him, 
that  the  mafter  of  horfe  demanded  an  au- 
dience of  his  Lordfhip.  The  Earl  met  him 
at  the  door  of  the  room,  and,  as  he>was  go- 
ing to  throw  himfclf  at  his  feet,  caught  him 
in  his  arms,  and  without  any  farther  trouble, 
forgave  every  thing  ;  and,  laftly,  fent  him 
back  to  the  Emprefs  well  regaled.  At  this 
time  the  Earl  procured  a  pair  of  colours  -for 
the  ferjeant,  to  preferve  him  from  the  mafter 
of  horfe's  indignation  ;  but  as  he  was  very 
honeft  and  diligent,  he  kept  him  by  himfelf 
as  long  as  he  refided  in  Ruilia. 

One  day  as  the  Earl  was  going  to  court, 
four  Englifh  boatfwains  complained  to  him, 
that  they  had  contracted  in  England  to  ferve 
in  the  Ruffian  navy  .for  fifteen  crowns  per 
month  ;  a  falary  equal  to  that  of  a  captain 
of  foot  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  Swedifh 
war  j  and  that  the  Admiralty  had  lately  lent 
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an  order  to  Cronftadt,  importing,  that  the 
boatfwains  (hould  get  no  greater  wages  than 
the  othep  boatfwains  in  Ruflia,  by  the  regula- 
tions, unlefs  they,  engaged  to  ferve  for  life. 
T he bdatf wains  would  not  agree  to  this  uprea^ 
fonable  demand,  but  infilled  upon  their  be- 
ing paid  off,  and  diimifledthe  (ervice.  Their 
requifitions  were  taken  no  notice  of.  At  hit 
they  were  fent  for  to  the  Admiralty,  wheh 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  laying  their  grie- 
vances before  the  Earl;  who  loft  no  time  in 
fending  to  the  Admiralty  a  memorial,  re- 
quiring that  they  would  do  juftipe  imme- 
diately to  the  boatfwains,  either  by  grant-? 
ing  tlieir  difcharge,  or  clfe  paying  (hem,  as 
they,  had  at  the  beginning  agreed  for  ;  and 
that  they  fliould  anfwer  his  memorial  with- 
.out  delay.  Eight  days  pafled  without  any 
anfwer.  At  laft  the  boatfwains  acquainted 
the  Earl,  *hat  nothing,  in  confequence  of  his 
memorial,  had  been  done  :  That  the  clerks 
threatened  them  for  having  acquainted'  the 
ambaffador :  That  they  had  reafon  to  fear 
that  they  would  be  fent  defpotically  to  fome 
diftant  place,  and  probably  treated  with  ri- 
gour. Upon  this  informatipn  the  Earl,  re* 
quired,  by  another  memorial  to  the  college 
of  foreign  affairs,  a  paflport  for  four  Englifhr 
men,  whom  he  named,  and  whom  he  intend- 
ed to  fend  diredlly  to  London.  This  col- 
lege loft  no  time,  in  complying  with  his 
Lordfliip's   demand  j    and   thus  they  were 

fent 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


S$o        VOYAGES     and 

fent  home.  The  Admiralty  was  confound- 
ed at  this  affair  :  They  could  not  tell  what 
to  think  about  the  four  men,  who  ac  once 
vanifbed,  they  knew  not  where ;  and  at  laft 
the  prefident  fpoke  to  the  Earl,  and  begged 
to  know,  If  his  Lordfliip could  acquaint  him 
about  them  ?  After  the  Earl  had  in  a  pret- 
ty warm  manner  expoftulated  with  him  about 
his  not  anfwering  his  memorial,  he  frankly 
let  him  know,  that  he  had  fent  them  to  their  j 
own  country,  and  that  he  was  determined 
to  take  care  that  juftice  fhould  be  dope,  to  all 
the  King's  fubje&s,  lb  long  as  he  remained 
in  RutHa;  and  that  if  the  Admiralty  £bould 
not  anfwcB  the  next  memorial  he  might  be 
obliged  to  fend  them,  refpe&fully  and  readi- 
ly, he. would  make  a.  formal  complaint  of 
iuch  negled:  and  indignity  to  the  cabinet, 
and  require,  fatisfadlion*    ■ 

Sundry  examples  I  could  give  of  the  like 
nature,  which  at  once  made  him  much  re- 
fpefted  and  beloved ;  for  though  he  threat- 
ened, yet  he  never  was  rigorous,  nor  car- 
ried animofity  to  any  length.  It  is  ihy  opi- 
nion, that  no  Britilh  fubjeft  ever  applied  to 
him  without  getting  redrefs,  if  their  cafe 
would  admit  of  it ;  which  cannot  be  faid 
of  many  others,  I  have  mentioned  thefc 
examples  to  let  you  fee,  how  honourably  an 
ambafTador.  at  that  court,  may  lie  efteemed, 
and  what  power  he  may  juftly  exerciie, 
when  it  is  conduced  by  prudence.  I  will  add 
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one  anecdote  more,  which,  though  literally 
true,  I  fcarcely  could  give  credit  to,  until  I 
was  informed  of  it  by  undoubted  authority* 
The  Earl  of  Hyndford  gave  a  treat  to  the 
principal  Ruffian  minifhy,  and  foreign  am* 
bafladors,  who  were  friends  to  Great  Britain: 
Some  days  after  that,  when  he  was  at  court, 
Monfieur  Dallion  minifter  from  France,  ac- 
cofted  him,  and  faid  that  though  their  ma* 
fters  were  at  war,  that  ought  not  to  hinder 
gendemen  from  being  polite  to  one  another. 
He  faid  that  he  would  have  taken  it  very 
kind  if  Lord  Hyndford,  at  his  late  enter- 
tainment, had  numbered  him  amongft  hid 
friends,  and  that  he  would  have  been  very 
glad  to  have  been  invited  amongft  the  reft. 
The  Earl  replied  that  the  perfonal  regard  he 
had  for  him  prevented  that;  becaufe  he 
thought  that  Monfieur  Dallion  would  not 
have  taken  it  well  to  have  been  placed  at  the 
foot  of  the  table,  below  refidents  from  the 
fmalleft  ftates  who  were  in  friendfliip  with 
Great  Britain  ;  and  laftly,  he  imagined  that 
it  would*  have  been  very  difagreeable  for 
him  to  have  been  a  witnefs  to  their  drink-* 
ing  the  ufual  toafts  given  upon  fuch  occasi- 
ons, and  alfo  to  have  been  obliged  to  join 
with  them,  and  not  have  had  itjiii  his  power 
to  toaft  profperity  to  his  own  king  and  the 
kingdom  of  France*  Monfieur  Da  lion  hefita- 
ted  not  to  allure  his  Lord&ip  that  he  would 
have  yielded  to   all  that,    adding  that  his 
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court  could  not  take  it  amifs  that  he  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  rules  of  a  great  aflembly,  where 
none  but  men  of  great  honour  wereprcfent : 
Upon  which,  he,  Dallion,  was  invited  to  the 
very  next  entertainment,  and  yielded  to  e- 
very  thing  which  palled  there,  with  great 
refignation.  Sometime  after  this,  he  ac- 
cofted  the  Earl,  and  enumerated  what  he 
had  fuffered,  and  the  great  anxiety  he  was 
in  during  the  whole  time  of  the  entertain- 
ment, and  all  this  he  faid  he  had  fubmitted 
to,  purely  to  (how  the  regard  he  had  for  the 
perfon  of  the  Earl  of  Hyndford,  He  there- 
fore defired  in  return  that  the  Earl  would 
honour  his  table  with  his  prefence.  The 
Earl  agreed  readily  to  do  this,  providing 
Moniieur  Dallion  would  agree  ftriftly  to  ad- 
here to  the  following  rules  :  That  he  fhould 
be  received  with  all  the  refpeft  and  honours 
due  to  an  ambaflador  from  his  matter's 
mod  fincere  friends :  Secondly,  That  he 
fhould  fit  in  the  fecond  place  at  the  table  : 
Thirdly,  That  none  of  the  ambafTadors 
whofe  mailers  were  enemies  to  Great  Bri- 
tain fhould  be  prefent ;  and  laftly,  That  no 
health  fhould  be  drunk,  nor  profperity  to 
the  arms  of  thofe  who  were  at  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  he  fhould  drink  the 
King  of  Great  Britain's  health  immediately 
afttfr  that  of  the  Emprefs's  of  Ruffia.  To  all 
thefe  rules  he  agreed  ;  and  when  the  EarPs 
coach  appeared  at  the  gate  of  Monfieur  Dal- 
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lion's  houfe,  when  &  very  great  (bower  fell  $ 

Jvlonlieur    Dallion,    afraid    that    the    Earl 

Mrould  remain  no  time  there,  if  he  did  not 

immediately  g$  to  receive  him,   went  out  to 

the  coach  door' uncovered,  and  drefled  in 

his  beft  cloaths,  through  a  wide  court  to  re* 

ccive  him.     Unlnckily  the  coach  door  could 

not  be  fbon  opened,  and  as  the  Earl  rofe  up 

to  go  out  of  the  coach,  his   cloak  fell  off 

which  took  up  fome  time  to  get  adjufted,  du* 

ring  which  Monfieur  Dallion  was  expofed 

to  a  deluge  of  Tain,  which,  at  his  return 

with  the  Earl,  obliged  him  to  undrefs  and 

put  on  another  fuit.     At  the  entertainment 

every  thing,  according  to  the  agreement,  wad 

obferved  with  great  faith  on  Monfieur  Dalli* 

otCb  part.     What  intention  Monfieur  Dalli* 

on  could  have  in  thus  courting  the  friend* 

fhip  of  an  amhafiador  whofe  matter  was  ac 

war  with  the  F/ench  I  cannot  tell :  but  I  am 

certain  that  it  had  a  very  bad  effeft  at  the 

court  of  St  Peterfburgh  for  him.     Ever  afc 

tet  he  was  defervedly  defpifed  by  the  Ruffian 

'ftiiniftry,    which  effe&ually  put  it  out  of 

his  power  to  do  *ny  ftrvice  for  his  country, 

nordurft  he  complain  of  the  finall  regard 

paid  to  him,  or  to  his  demands,  fince  he 

had  voluntarily  fo  fhamefully  degraded  him- 

fclf. 

X  never  had  much  experience  in  govern- 
ment affairs,  yet  I  cannot  pafs  this  wkhdut 
obferving  how  much  it  is  neceflafy  to  fend 
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men  as  ambafTadors  not  only  well  qualified 
in  the  ways  of  intrigue,  and  the  knowledge 
of  ftate  affairs,  but  who  have  natural  per* 
feftions,  iuch  as  a  graceful  appearance,  and  a 
fenfe  of  the  honour  due  to  their  prince,   en- 
dued with  refolution  to  take  all  ways  of  in- 
fuflng  into  the  minds  of  the  people  to  whom 
xhey  are  lent  a  high  idea  of  the  power  and 
glbcy  of  the  prince  and  nation  they  repre- 
fent.     Though  I  rouft  acknowledge  that  Bri- 
tain lent,  in  the  time  of  my  peregrination  in 
Ruffia,  very  able  men,  who  had  refolution 
and  abilities  to  ferve  their  king,  yet  others 
were  fent  who  had  not  the  addrefs  to  give 
the  Ruffians,  any  opinion  of  their  qualifica- 
tions.    But  at  this  time,  it  was  very  necef- 
fary  to  fend  fuch  as  the  late  Earl  was  :  It  is 
certain,  that  with  eale  he  obtained  all  that 
his  prince  wanted,  and  could  have  got  much 
more  if  it  had  been  thought  neceflary.     He 
lived  in  great  friendship  with   all  the  princi- 
pal minifters  about  the  court,  and  yet  had 
the  art  to  make  them  refpeft  him,  and,  as 
it  were,  be  afraid  of  offending  him.     Tho* 
he  was  altogether  affable,  yet  in  points  of 
honour,  and  what  .regarded  the  well-being 
of   his   country,  he  was  immoveable,   and 
upon  all  occafions,  made  the  Ruffians  fenfi- 
ble,  that  he  would  rifque  every  thing  in  his. 
power  for  the  good  and  glory  of  his  prince 
and  country*     Upon  a  certain  occafion,  he 
threatened  to  leave  the  court  abruptly  if  the 

miniftry 
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feiiniftry  peraiitted  one,,  who  at, that  time 
^vas  looked  upon  as  no  well-wifher  to  our 
government,  to  come  to  the  court  of  Ruffia, 
or  even  fo  much  as  come  into  their  country* 
In  this  he  was  pofkive,  and  fucceeded.  His 
health  not  permitting  him  to  ftay  longer,  he 
obtained  leave  from  the  king,  and  left  the 
court  of  Ruflia,  regreted  by  every  one : 
And  to  the  day  of  his  death  kept  up  a  cor- 
refpondence,  and  friendfhip  with  the  prin- 
cipal lords  of  that  court.  Many  mafterly 
affairs  I  could  write  about  the  late  Earl  of 
Hyndford,  which  happened  much  to  his  ho- 
nour in  Ruffia  during  his  ftay  there,  but  I 
have  not  room  here  for  them. 

The  meafure  of  Count  Leftoig's  regency 
now  drew  nearaclofe;his  enemies,  the  chief 
of  whom  was  Count  BeftufliofF,  had  got  the 
better  of  him  at  laft.  On  the  firft  Thurfday 
of  December,  I  went  to  pay  my  compli- 
ments to  him,  and  enquire  about  what  he 
was  determined  to  do  concerning  me.  He 
feemed  to  be  in  fome  confufion,  faid  that 
his  head  pained  \nm  much,  that  he  would 
have  been  glad  that  I  had  dined  with  him, 
but  his  headache  prevented  that :  But  con- 
cluded by  aflurihg  me,  that  on  Monday 
morning  I  fhould  receive  orders  to  make  my 
repair  to  the  fea  hofpital.  This  was  agree- 
able news,  and  this  was  the  laft  time  I  ever 
faw  him.  On  Sunday  following  in  the  time 
ojf  divine  fervice,  General  Apraxin  forround- 
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ed  his  houfe  with  two  or  thrfee  hundred  of 
the  guards,  went  to  him  and  demanded  his 
(word.     Count  Leftoig  anfwered,  that  he 
was  determined   to  obey  even  to  death  her 
Imperial  Majefty's  orders,  but  ordered  the 
general  out  of  his   prefencc,  fwearing  that 
he  would  (boner  plunge  his  fword  in    his 
bread,   than  deliver  it  to  fiich  a  worthlefs 
perfon  ;  and  required  that  a  man  of  honour 
lhould  be  fent  to  demand  his  fword.     Ge- 
neral Apraxin  went  out,  dreading  that  he 
would,  put  his  threats  in    execution,    and 
fent  another,  to  whom  he  readily  delivered 
his  fword,  and  was  immediately  fent  to  the 
cattle.     Upon  enquiry,  they  were  informed 
that  the  countefs  was  at  church,  receiving 
the  holy  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper.    A 
captain  with  a  few  men  went  to  the  reform- 
ed Lutheran  church,   where  he  was   told, 
that  (he  was  at  the  Lord's  table  ;  He  waited 
till  the  fervice  was  over,  and,  without  her 
fufpe&ing    arty    danger,    he  followed  her 
fledge  till  JflUe  arrived    at  her  own  houfe, 
where  (he   was  rtiuch  furprifed  to  fee  die 
court  full   of  foldiers,    and  there  {he  was 
made  acquainted  with  her  misfortune.     She 
behaved  very  decently,  and  without  vain  re- 
flexions was  quietly  conducted  to  the  cattle. 
It  was  reported  that  he  was  confined  in  a 
room  by  himfelf,  and  fhe  was  confined  in 
one  imm<?c|iatety  above  him,  but  without  a 
poifibiljtj^Qf  their  feeing   one  another,    or 

having 
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having  any ihtercciurfe,  not  even  by  letters. 
Many  faults  were  reported  to  have  been  com* 
mitted  by  Count  Lefloig,  but  I  gave  no  great 
credit  to  any  of  thefe  reports ;   beciiife  no- 
thing is  more  common,  in  defpotic  countries, 
than  to  accufe  ftace  prifoners  of  crimes  of 
which  diey  are  innocent.  I  really  believe,  that, 
thof  he  was  very  unpolifhed,  he  tf  as  an  honeft 
man,  and  did  much  good  in  his  department. 
After  three  or  four  days  confinement,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Emprefs,   that  he  had 
neither  eaten  nor  drunk  any  thing  fince  he 
was  confined  ;  and  the  keepers  were  afraid 
he  would  die,   being   already  very  weak. 
The  Emprefs  wrote  him   a  letter  with  her 
own  hand,    Signifying,  that,  though,  for  fe- 
veral  weighty  rcafons,  (he  found  herfelf  ob- 
liged to  confine  him,  yet  fhe  never  could 
forget  the  fervices  he   had  done  for  her,  fo 
far  as  to  permit  any  other  punifhment  to  be 
inflifted  upon  him ;    therefore  defired  that 
he  would  take  care  of  his  health  ;    for  (lie 
had  given  orders  that  every  thing  he  would 
call  for  (hould  be  furnifhed  out  of  her  kit- 
chen and  cellars.     Upon  receiving  fuch  re- 
freshing news  from  the  Emprefs's  own  hand, 
he  read  the  letter,  (which  was  delivered  to 
him  by  a  captain,  who  reported  what  follows:) 
He  killed  it,   and  called  for  a -bottle  of  Bur- 
gundy, which  he  drank  off  at   once   in  a 
health  to  the  Emprefs.     One  of  the  furgeona 
belonging  to  the  army  told  me,  one  year  af- 
ter he  was  fent  into  the  caftle,  that  one  day 

having 
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having  been  accidentally  there,  he  faw  Coiint 
Leftoig  walking  upon  the  wall,  with  a  long 
beard  as  white  as  fnow  ;  but  faid,  that  he 
was  told  he  never  had  feen  the  Countefs  iince 
the  misfortune  happened.  At  laft  he  was 
fent  to  Siberia ;  but  he  and  Munich  returned 
to  St  Peterfburgh  after  the  death  of  the  Emr 
peror  Peter  III. 

He  was  once  banifhed  by  Peter  the  Great, 
and  gothimfelfreftored  by  his  own  ingenuity, 
in  the  following  manner,  as  1  was  informed. 
He,  being  one  of  the  furgeons  of  the  palace, 
one  day  was  fent  for  by  the  Emperor,  who 
afked  him,  If  he  inclined  to  m^rry  I    Leftoig 
anfwered,  That  if  he  was  fo  happy  as  to  get 
one  agreeable  to  him,  he  would  very  willing-, 
ly.     Peter  produced  a  young  lady,  who  at* 
tended  about  Catharine,  very  beautiful,  and 
aflcing  him,    How  he  liked  the  lady  ?    told 
him  at  the  fame  time,    that  he  intended  ta 
portion  her  nobly.     Leftoig   £aid,    that  he 
could  have  no  objection,  either  to  her  beau- 
ty, youth,  or   the  portion  the  Emperpr  de- 
figned  her  ;    but,   in  the. mod  unbecoming 
indi£ereet  manner,  laid,  that  he  would  mar- 
ry  none  of  his   w — « — s  ;  adding,   that  (he 
was  big  with  child.      The  Emperor,  provok- 
ed at  fuch  audacity,  ordered  him  to  be  ba-t 
niftied  to  Cazan,  and  there  he  kept  under  a 
very  flridt  guard,  with  a  Ibldier  conftantly  in 
the  room  where  he  flept,  with  orders,  that 
none  bpt  foklicrs  fhould  have  accef?  to  fpeak 

with 
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with  him  i  and'  that  he  Should  have  neither 
paper,  pea,  npr  ink.  He  lay  in  confine* 
mem  many  years,  until  the  Empref6  Anne 
mounted  the  throne*  Upon  a  day,  the  go* 
yernor  of  Cazan's  lady  was  dangeroufly  ill  of 
fome  difeaii?,  which  the  medical  people  in 
Cazan  declared  incurable.  Leftoig,  juftly 
reputed  a  good  furgeon,  was  Tent  for 4  .He 
recovered  the  lady  and  his  own  liberty,  in 
the  following  manner*  He  told  the  gover- 
nor, that  if  he  would  permit  him  to  write  fotf 
fome  materials, .  he  would  prepare  a  medi- 
cine in  his  own  room,  which  would  probaj 
bly  recover  his  lady,  which  hq  faid  he  fufpecb- 
ed  the  apothecary  could  not  prepare  to  his 
fatisfa&ion*  Peter  and  Catharipe;  b^ing 
dead,  the  governor  had  no  objection,,  efpe- 
cially  as  it  was  defigned  only  to  write  fpr  a 
few  drugs  In  his.  prefence  ;  and  Leftoig  re* 
ceived  a  large  paper  of  dry  materials,  which 
he  carried  to  his  room*  It  is  cuftomary  in 
Ruffia  to  feud  materials  wrapped  up  in  a 
(heet  of  white  paper,  and  that  covered  with 
a  (heet  of  ftrong  gray  paper. 

With  a  crow  quill,  and  ink  made  of  a  fo* 
lution  of  foot  in  water,  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  Emprefs  Anne,  when  the  foldier  was  a- 
ileep,  and  got  it  delivered  in  the  following 
manner,  to  a  trufty  friend,  a  merchant  in 
Cazan,  who  carried  it  faithfully  to  St  Peterf- 
burgh. 

When 
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When  the  letter  was  ready,  he  carefully 
concealed  it  front  the  ibldier.     Nexjt  day  he 
faw  his  friend  patting  through  a  fquarc  op- 
polite    his  door*     He  pretended  to  take  a 
pinch  of  Spanifh  fnuff,  and  aflting  the  fol- 
dler,  If  he  chufed  totafte  fo  delicious  fnuff? 
artfully  tfrrew  it  in  his  face,  under  pretence 
of  lbme  Hidden  difeafe,  which  blinded  him 
Jong  enough  to  prevent  his  feeing  Win  give 
the  letter  to  his  henefartor,  who  loft  no  time 
in  getting  it  put  into  the   Empre&'«  hand; 
who  lent  for  hiift  to  St  Peterfburgh,  and,  at 
his  own  define,  placed  him  by  the  ptincefs 
Elizabeth,  with    whom  he  remained  till  he 
had  helped  her  to  mount  her  father's  throne ; 
and  yet,  at  this  late  time  of  life,  he  was  fent 
a  prifoner  to  the  caftle,    thence  to  Siberia, 
and  was  brought  back  to  St  Peterfburgh  fince 
I  left  the  empire,  a*  has  been  faid. 

Archiator  Dr  Fifber  would  never  grant 
Leftoig  a  greater  falary  than  what  is  appoint- 
ed by  the  regulations,  to  fut<geons  belonging 
to  regiments,  though-  he  had  frequently  fol- 
licited  an  augmentation  ;  which  was  the  rea- 
fon,  that,  when  the  late  royal  brandies  were 
arretted  by  Elizabeth,  Dr  Fifher  was  aMb  con- 
fined to  his  apartment,  where  he  was  long 
negleded ;  but  at  laft  got  fome  of  his  friends 
palfing  by  the  window,  to  beg,  that  Mr  Le- 
ftoig would  caufe  fend  him  fomethiftg  to  eat 
and  drink,  declaring,  that  he  was  like  to 
ftarve.      Leftoig  fent  him  notice,  that  the 
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doftor  eoitld  notfo  fo&iihave  forgotten  that  he 
caufed  him  kttep  lent,  or  rather  a  faft,  ma-1 
ity  years  ;  therefore,  faid  he,  it  was  but  rea* 
{bnable  that  hi,  in  his  turn,  fliould,  after  li* 
ving  fo  long  in  luxury^  faft  two  or  thred 
days,  For  his  pleafure; 

Sobii  after  this,  Dr  Kaw  Boerhastve  was 
created  archiator  ;  but  the  court  went  to 
MofcoW,  which  Viras  the  reafon  I  could  get 
nothing  done  in  my  affairs,  and  was  glad  of 
liberty  to  follow  the  court  to  that  city,  which 
I  did  hi  January'  1749,  and  attended  the? 
archiator,  who  promifed  to  do  fomething  fotf 
rile  as  foon  as  he  could  conveniently. 


C  H  A  P.     XXXVI. 

Concerning  what  hdppejted  in  Mofcow,  and  my 
Jtmrmy  tv  Riga. 

KAw  BofiRfeAAVEwas  a  true  Hollander* 
and  rqfe  to  this  firft  department  in  the' 
ihedical  affairs  by  his  connexions  with  the 
late  learned  great  Boerhaave  ;  for  he  had 
few  other  qualifications  in  the  medical  way;' 
neither  was  he  acquainted  with  the  regula- 
tions of  the  chancery  t  So  that  it  behoved 
him  to  be:in  a  great  meafure  fubjedl  to  his 
fecretaries.  He  loved  his  bottle  too  much 
to  have  time  to  examine  into  the  weighty 
affairs  committed  to  his  charge.  My  affairs, 
4B  however, 
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however,  were  brought  to  fuch  a  length; 
that  he  found  himfelf  obliged  either  to  grant 
my  difmiflion,  or  an  honourable  employ- 
ment; but  I  foon  found,  that  the  firft 
could  not  be  granted  eafilv,  and  therefore 
laid  my  account  with  many  delays ;  yet 
thefe  I  little  regarded  ;  for,  by  my  practice 
in  Mofcpw,  I  foon  gained  more  money  than 
ever  I  had  done  formerly,  by  both  my  falary 
and  fees  joined  together  ;  and  therefore,  be- 
ing contented,  I  afked  nothing  from  them, 
efpecially  as  my  falary,  by  Peter  the  Greats 
regulations,  ought  to  have  been  paid  by  the 
medicine  chancery,  who  kept  me  on  their 
books,  nor  would  grant  my  difmiflion. 

At  laft,  in  the  month  of  May,  I  received  a 
meflage  from  the  late  Earl  of  Hy ndford,  de- 
firing  me  to  wait  upon  Dr  Kaw  Boerhaave 
next  morning  early  at  the  imperial  palace  i 
Tdid  fo  ;  and  he  rejoiced,  as  he  laid,  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  give  me  an  exceed- 
ing good  living,  and  that  by  her  Majefty'* 
defire* 

He  told  me,  that  the  Emprefs  had  ordered 
him  to  fend  me. to  take  care  of  the  health  of 
Count  Rafumofki's  mother,  who  lived  in  the 
Ukraine  :  That  my  falary  (hould  not  only 
be  continued,  but  augmented  by  fifty  rubles 
out  of  her  Majefty's  privy  purfe :  That  I 
(hould  have  a  good  houfe  to  live  in  ;  and 
that  the  lady  had  agreed  to  grant  me  men 
and  women  fervants,  free   of  all  demands ; 
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and  alio  to  keep  my  houfe  well  ftored  with 
all  kinds  of  provifions,  and  grant  a  coach 
and  horfes  to  be  always  in  readinefs  at 
.my  call ;  and,  laftly,  that  my  family  fhould 
be  tranfported,  with  as  much  baggage  as  I 
pleafed,  at  her  expence. 

I  acknowledge  fuch  a  propofal  might  have 
been  very  acceptable  to  many  ;  but  it  was 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  me.  I  obferved 
to  the  archiator,  that  I  had  been  employed 
already  in  a  way  which  I  had  ever  efteemed 
very  honourable ;  and  therefore  begged, 
that  he  would  not  take  it  ill,  if  I  rejected 
this  ;  though,  at  the  fame  time,  I  returned 
him  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  kindnefs  he  had 
(hown  me. 

He  defired  roe  to  take  a  glafs,  and  tell  him 
frankly  what  objections  I  could  reafonably 
have  againft  it.  I  did  fo  ;  and  Obferved, 
that  both  he  and  I  had  certainly  a  natural 
love  for  liberty ;  and  therefore  made  no 
doubt  that  he  would  be  a  competent  judge, 
whether  my  reafons  were  folid.  I  had  no 
need  to  tell  him  what  my  fervices  had  been, 
and  how  much  the  medicine  chancery  had 
been,  from  time  to  time,  fatisfied  with  them ; 
which  appeared  by  their  books,  and  the  ma- 
ny orders  I  had  received,  declaring  their  fa- 
tisfa&ion.  I  obferved,  that  it  appeared  very 
ftrange  to  me,  that  I  fliould,  after  fo  long  and 
fuch  diftinguifihed  fervices,  be  appointed  on* 
Jy  to  take  care  of  the  health  of  jin  old  wo- 
man* 
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man,  though  ever  fo  great  a  favourite,  which 
was  no   fmall  obje&ion  to  me  ;  for,  if  file 
fhould  die  of  any  difeafe,  under  my  care, 
though  I  attended  her  night  and  day,  and 
had  the  skill  of  a  Boerhaave,  yet  it  was  not 
Impoffible  that   I  might  be  blamed  :  That  J 
could  frankly  fubmit   to  his  decision  ;    but 
that  none  knew  how  long  he  might  live,  or 
Incline  to  Hay  in  Ruffia.     LafUy,  I  obferved, 
that  my  family  at  prefent  ponfifted  of  two 
Cons,  and  in  all  probability  would  foon  in* 
preafe :    That   if  I  fhould  happen  to    die 
there,  they  might  run  ariskof  lofing  their 
liberty,  at  fuch  a  great  diftance  from  their 
relations.  To  confirm  the  poffit>ility  of  which, 
I  related  fome  obfervations  of  the  like  kind, 
which  I  had   made,   fince  I  was  in  Ruffia, 
the  thoughts  of  which  made  me  frequently 
very  uneafy.     J,  for  thefe  and  the  like  rea- 
fons,  conjured  him  to  forgive  me,  and  to  be* 
friend  me  fo  far  as  to  get  fhe  Emprefs,  and 
pthers  concerned,  to  appoint  me  to  fome  o- 
ther  place,  and  to  pardon  my  not  comply- 
ing, efpecially  as  I  had  already  impaired  my 
health  very  much   iq   fuch  unhealthy    hot 
countries.     He  anfwered  in  a  very  fympa- 
thizing  manner,  and  defired  I  would  wait 
a  little  till  he  f^oke  with  the  Vice-Chancellor 
Vorontfoff.     I  obeyed  :  He  foon  returned, 
and  aflured  me,  that  he  had  been,  fo  fuccefT- 
ful  as  to  fatisfy  both  the  Emprefs  and  others 
concerned,  chiefly  on  account  of  my  bad 
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-flate  of  hea)th,  which,  he  told  them,  waa  co> 
tainly  true*  Lord  Hyndfoad  was/glad  that 
-I  fucceeded  fb  well :  JJut  at  laft  I  received  a 
xncflage  in  the  beginning  of  June,  from  the 
EaH  to  dine  with  ham,  where  DnKaw  Boei> 
Jiaave  would  be,  and  required  that  I  fliould 
/come  before  dinner  j  becaufe  he  had  fomet- 
what  to  impart  to  me  which  concerned  me 
.much.  At  my  arrival  die  Earl  told  me,  that 
-he  expeded  foon  to  be  recalled:  That  he 
-had  ibllicited  (he  King  for  that  purpofe,  on 
account  of  his  bad  ftate  of  healthy  and  there* 
ibre  defired  nie  to  confider  whether  I  was 
jrefolved  to  go  home,  or  enter  into  the  fei> 
^ice  ;  telling  n»e,  that  the  archiator  had  pro* 
pofed  to  employ  me  as  fhrgeon-general  to 
Hhe  army  commanded  by  Count  Lacy ;  and 
that  he  was  to  do  fo,  agreeable  to  the  Emr 
preis's  pleafure.  I  anfwered,  that  I  would 
rather  ferve  in  the  army  or  fleet,  than  in  a* 
ny  place  depending  upon  the  capricious  hu* 
mours  of  pourtiers  ;  and  that  as  the  fields 
marfihal  was,  by  all  reports,  a  very  good  man, 
I  was  willing  co  accept  of  that  place.  At 
(dinner  this  affair  was  agreed  to,  without  stay 
difficulty  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  die  Earl 
and  he  were  very  merry  at  my  refilling  to 
take  care  of  an  old  wife,  though  both  agreed, 
that  my  reafons  were  very  good* 

Next  morning  I  had  orders  to  go  to  the 
reformed  church,  to  have  a  new  jurament  or 
g^th  ^cfoinftered  to  me  by;  the  parfon,  in 

confequence 
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confequence  of  my  advancement,  and  to  re- 
pair immediately  thereafter  to  the  medicine 
chancery,  where  I  would  receive  my  com- 
million  and  inftruAions.     When  I  arrived  at 
the  church,  I  found  one  of  the  (ecretaries 
with  the  parfon.     We  entered  the  church, 
and  the   parfon   was  going  to  inform   me 
what  the  nature  of  an  oath  was,  &c.  But  I 
cut  him  (hort,  by  telling  him,  that  he  might 
fave  his  time  and  trouble,  becaufe  I  was  con- 
vinced the  medicine  chancery  were  well  a£ 
lured  that  I  knew  the  nature  of  an  oath  as 
well  as  he,  or  any  other ;  and  therefore  de- 
fired  him  to  proceed,   as  he  was  dire&ed, 
without  farther  needlefs   ceremony.      This 
ftartled  the  felf-fufficicnt  pried ;     but  the 
fecretary  convinced  him  of  the  truth  of  my 
oflertion  ;  and  added,  .that  it  would  be  ta- 
ken very  ill,  if  he  made  any  delay  ;  which  at 
once  eafed  his  over  fcrupulous  confeience, 
and  me   from  the  trouble  of  fubmitting  to 
hear  much  of  his  pedantry    and  imperii* 
nence.     Next  day  I   received   my  infrac- 
tions,, and   was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  col- 
lege of  war,  for  my  difpatches  from  it. 

I  was  at  this  time  in  foine  perplexity  ;  for, 
when  I  left  St  Peterfburgh  laft,  my  wife  was 
not  recovered  of  child-bed,  but  arrived  in 
Mofcow  as  foon  as  (he  and  the  children  could, 
without  danger,  bear  the  feverity  of  the  wea- 
ther ;  confequently  I  had  furnifhed  my  houfe 
with  every  thing  necd&ry*   .1  was  afraid 
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that  I  might  have  received  orders  to  march 
to  the  army  in  Livonia  in  three  days,    nor 
could  I  altogether  truft  to  the  dilatorinefs 
of   the   fecretary.        I  therefore    went   to. 
my   quondam  patient  General  Apraxin,  who 
was  prefident  of  the  college  of  war,  and  told 
him  the  truth,  begging  that  I  might  be  in- 
dulged a  few  days  to  difpofe  of  my  coach, 
horfes,  and  furniture*     He  advtfed  me  to 
c$il  at  the  college  daily  in  the  morning,  tell- 
ing me,  that  they  would  be  in  no  hurry,  if- 
I  did  not  urge  them,  and  ordered  that   I, 
fhould  acquaint  him  when  ever  I  was  ready-* 
This  advice  had  the  defired  effeft,  for  I  hacL 
difpofed  of  every  thing  before  they  had  once- 
thought  of  writing  any  thing  relating  to  my 
difpatches.     Next  morning,  after  I  was  rea-- 
dy,   I  went  early  to  the  general's  houfe.     I 
was  told  in  the  antichamber  that  he  was  in. 
bed,  but  I  had  not  waited  long  till  I  heard 
him  call  upon  his  fervants.     I  entered  the 
room,  though  forbid  by  his  officers,  and  told: 
him  that  I  was  ready  to  march  at  an  hour's, 
warning,  and  returned  flncere  thanks  for  his9 
prudent  advice.  We  had  fcarcely  done  fpeak- 
ing,  when  the  principal  fecretary  of  the  war-- 
office  appeared  with  a  great  bundle  of  wri- 
tings, I  fuppofe  for  the  prefident  to  fign.: 
The  general  afked  him,  If  my  difpatches. 
were  ready  I  The  other  anfwered,  that  he  had ' 
not  fo  much  as  heard  any  thing  about  them. 
The  general  feemed  furprifed  at  that,  and  ob- 

ferved, 
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ftrved*  tHat  he  did  fldt  kie$  Ms  fubalterris 
in  good  6rd6ri  commanded  him  inftaritly  to 
return  to  the  war-dffiee  with  me,  and;  with-   i 
dut  any  dela^  expedite  my  affairs  by  the    I 
time  htf  (hoiild  irriye*  when  he  would  Cgti    ! 
ih  thd  office  all  the  other  affairs  which  were 
in  i-eadihefc*     We  went  oat  together*     The 
fecretaty,  very  tmeafy  irt  ftis  ftiind,   afkcd 
xfie,  Where  my  coach  wa?  ?  I  told  him  that  I 
had  Ibid  it,  haying  no  farther  ufe  for  one  j 
thereupon,  to  Idle  Ho  tirfie,  he  defired  me 
to  take  A  (eat  in  his,  fot  he  imagined  the  ge- 
neral was  vfery  irigtyv  telling  mfe  that  he 
\frifhed  I  had  applied  to  hirti*     I  anfwered,- 
that  I  was  an  irttire  ftrattger  in  the!  war-of- 
fice, dftd  had  applied  daily  td  the  ftcretary,- 
tthofe  bufihefs  it  Was  to  get  ready  my  di£ 
jtetches*     When  wfc  ariitr<*dv  they  weird  not 
only  informed  of  thfc  general's  slngry  orders, 
but  commanded  not  to  ftir  oiit  of  the  office 
till  I  was  difpfetcbed,  which  xfrasf  very  foon  efr 
felted;  and  next  mortring  I,  fdr  the  laft  time, 
departed  frdiii  Mofctto  tontattft  it  Peters- 
burg!*, in  my  way  to  Riga.     General  Aprax-' 
in  was  a  gentleman  df  a  good  family,  and 
though  he  was,  I  believe,  juftly  efteemed  an 
excellent  prefiderit  of  the  wai>office,  yet  he      J 
never  Was  reputed  a  good  fotdier.     He  was 
a  kind  honeft  man,  and  was  unfortunate  in 
carrying  on  the  late  war  againft  the  King  of 
Pruflia,  for  which  he  was,  by  the  JEmprefe's 

orders 
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orders  arretted,  and  died  fuddcnly  under 
confinement. 

Being  quite  ready,  I  went  to  the  palace  to 
return  thanks  to  the  archlator,  demand  his 
orders,  and  take  my  leave  of  him.  He  was 
writing  fomewhat,  and  defired  me  to  fit 
down  a  little.  Here  I  met  with  my  old  friend 
Monfieur  Fufadier,  who  was  at  this  time  bo-* 
dy-furgeon  to  the  Emprefs.  Whilft  we  were 
talking,  the  Emprefs  entered  the  room  ia 
great  hafte,  and  pafled  us  before  we  were 
aware  of  her  being  there.  She  went  ftraight 
to  the  archiator,  before  he  could  pay  any 
Compliment,  and  begged  he  would  ufe  all 
his  art  to  recover  a  lady  dangeroufly  ill,  aflt« 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  what  hopes  he  had  of 
her  recovery-  As  near  as  I  can  remember, 
he  faid,  Madam,  all  care,  except  that  of  de- 
cency, is  needlefs  ;  for  (he  muft  die,  nor 
have  I  the  fmallcft  hopes  of  her  recovery* 
Upon  this  the  Emprefs  burft  into  tears,  which 
flic  would  have  concealed  :  After  (he  was 
compofed  a  little,  (he  afked,  Who  I  was  ?  he 
told  her,  and  laid,  that  I  was  to  fet  out  from 
JMofcow  dire&ly  for  Riga  to  take  care  of  the 
army,  and  particularly  to  attend  the  perfon 
of  the  Field-marflial  Lacy.  She  deigned  to 
advance  to  the  place  where  I  flood,  and,  with 
«U  the  graceful  fwcetncfs  with  which  good- 
-nefa  could .  infpire  an  iHuflrious  perfonage, 
.was  pleafed  to  fay,  we  have  been  Informed  of 
*you3  we  defire  that  youTl  take  as  good  care 
;     .  4  C  of 
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of  the  good  old  count's  health,  as  you  have 

done  of  Prince  Golitzin's,  for  ^hich  you  (hall 

gain  our  efteem.   She  ftretched  out  her  hand, 

which  I  confidered  as- a  high  diftin&ion,  -and 

rooft  refpe&fully  Trifled  it;     I  had  frequently 

feen  the  Emprefe,  but  never  was  fo  nigh  her 

before:  She  was  of  a  large  ftature,   and   in- 

clineable  to  be  fat,  but  extremely  beautiful  ; 

and  in  her  countenance  I  faw  fo  much  mild- 

nefs  and  majefty,  that  I  cannot  in  words  ex- 

*  prefs  them.     Her  hair  was  black,  and  her 

(kin  white  as  "  fnow  unfunn'd."     I  humbly 

anfwered,  that  her  Majefty  Vorders  (hould  be 

obeyed  moft  religioufly.      She  was  pleafed 

to  fay,  with  a  placid  fmile,   that  (he  doubted 

nothing  of  it,  and  in  an  inftant  retired.    At 

this  time  Count  Rafumoflke  was  attending 

her  Majefty.     It  is  really  furprifing  that  a 

fat,   though  young  woman,   could  move  fo 

cleverly  as  the  Emprefs  did,  in  fo  much  that 

I  could  fcarce  hear  her  feet  upon  the  floor  ; 

but  indeed  her  auguft  prefence  had  much 

difconcerted  me. 

;  Before  I  leave  Mofcow,  I  hope  it  will  be 
agreeable  to  the  reader  to  take  notice  of  what 
paffed  worth  obfervation  in  that  city,  du- 
ring  my  ftay  there,  which  I  (hall  do  in  as 
•few  words  as  poflible.  Formerly  I  obferved, 
•that,  at  our. arrival. in  Mofcow,  I  had  recover- 
ed Prince  Golitzin's  fon  Michael,  which  ex- 
cited.the  enmity  of  Dr  Boenni,  an  Italian, 
who  had  taken  care  of  him  before  my  arri- 
val; 
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*val ;  but  the  recovery  prevented  his  hurting 
me  any  other  way  than  by  (lander  and  de- 
traction, to  which  he  had  no  aver  (ion.  An 
opportunity,  however,  as  he  thought,  foon 
offered  of  reducing  me  to  the  neceffity  of  be- 
coming his  humble  fervant.  One  Prince  Vol- 
Iconike  was  taken  ill  of  a  very  malignant  fe- 
ver :  His  relations  fent  for  me  on  the  6th  of 
^fay  1748":  He  was  about  fifty  years  old, 
and  had  been  complaining  two  days  before 
that,  and  had  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  malig- 
nant fever.  I  attended  Mm  twice  a-day,  and 
prefcribed  every  medicine  which  I  thought 
could  contribute  to  his  recovery  ;  and  in- 
deed he  feemed  to  be  in  no  dangec. .  The 
.  prince's  coach  was  Tent  for  me  every 'morn- 
ing arid  evening  ;  but,  as  on  the  9th  day  of 
May  no  meflage  came,  I  concluded,  that  he 
found  himfelf  either  eafier,  or  elfe  had. em- 
ployed fome  other,  of  which  I  was  very.  glad. 
.On  the  nth  day,  the  coach  was  fent  early, 
'  intreating  me  to  make  all  hafte  5  Having  en- 
quired at  the  liveryman  what  was  the  rcafon 
the  coach,  was  not  fent  the  day  before  ;  and 
having  been  informed  that  Dr  Boenni  had 
that  day  been  fent  for,  and  had  declared 
that  I  had  miftaken  the  prince's  difeafe,  fay- 
ing that  it  was  only  an  intermittent  fever, 
adding,  that  in  a  very  fhort  time  he  would 
reftore  him  to  health  :  But  alas  !  faid  the  fer- 
vant, he  is  now  delirious,  and  all  his  relati- 
ons are  afraid  of  him.  I  defired  them  tq  re* 
.       .  turn 
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4arn  with  the  coach,  and  acquaint  their 
iter,  that  my  other  patients,  who  had  ufed 
me  with  honour,  required  jny  attendance, 
and  therefore  begged  to  be  cxcufed.      At 
dinner-time,  die  coach  was  fent   a   fecand 
time  to  my  commandoes,  Prince  Golitzin, 
with  a  letter  to  him,  intreating  him  to  per- 
fuade  me  to  go.     After  obferving,  to   this 
good  prince  the  danger  I  was  in  to  conteft 
with  a  phyficiah,  who  might  have  it  fbon  in 
fiis  power  to  hurt  my  character,  before  I 
got  it  eftabljflied,  I  confented  to  go*    When 
I  entered  the  room  where  my  patient  lay,  the 
putrid  finell  alone  was  fufficient  to  convince 
me  of  the  danger  he  was  in ;  but  when  I  ad* 
vanced  to  the  bed,  and  had  taken  notice  of 
every  fymptora,  I  heiitated  not  to  declare, 
that  all  hopes  of  recovery  were  now  gene  ; 
whereas  I  left  him  in  a  very  promifing  way. 
I  added,  that  I  would*  after  fuch  a  declare* 
tion,  order  nothing  for  him.     J  told  them, 
however,  that  if  they  would  fend  for  Dr 
Blumentrofe  (who  had  been  arcbiator  to  Per 
ter  II.  a  phyfici^n  greatly  famed,  and  very 
defervedly)  though  ^  flranger  to  me,  I  would 
take  care  that  every  thing  {hould  be  done 
which  he  (hould  prefcribe,  apd  defired  them 
$t  the  fame  time  to  fend  to  the  grand  apo- 
thecary, and  get  a  copy  of  all  the  medicines 
prefcribed  by  Dr  Boenni  and  me,  that  Dr 
^lumentrofe  might  at  once  judge  of  ibis  a£» 
f*ir*  without  rifling  the  patient.     This  was 

agreed 
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agreed  to,  though  with  difficulty,  becaufe 
Dr  Bhimentrofe*s  feea  were  very  high.  Dr 
Blumcntrofe  did  me  juftke,  and  approved 
of  every  thing  I  had  done :  He  agreed  alfo 
with  me  in  declaring  the  patient  paft  reco- 
very ;  but  added,  that  ftrong  veficatorics 
fhould  be  applied  to  the  extremities,  at 
which  it  was  not  cafy  to  be  grate,  coniider- 
ing  that  he  had  juft  now  declared  that  the 
young  ujan  was  paft  all  recovery*  and  hefi- 
tated  not  to  tell  him  (for  we  fpoke  in  Latin, 
when  we  did  chufe  the  hyftanders  ihould  not 
know  what  we  were  talking  about)  that  this 
advice  furprifed  me  ;  but  the  old  and  artful 
fbn  of  Galen  gave  me  a  lefion,  which  was, 
that  in  Mofcow,  unlels  you  .order  veficato- 
rics to  be  applied ,  they  imagine  that  you  do 
not  believe  the  patient  to  be  in  danger ;  but, 
laid  he,  if  veficatories  be  ordered,  whether 
you  mention  danger  or  not,  they  take  it  for 
granted  that  you  believe  him  to  be  in  a  bad 
way*  He,aflured?  the  prince's  relations  that  Dr 
Boenni  had  miftaken  the  difeafe,  and  hefitat- 
cd  not  to  fay,  that  the  prince  might  have  re- 
covered, if  Boenni  had  not  croiTed  my  courfc, 
and  followed  his  own.  The  prince,  accord- 
ing to  our  prediction,  died  on  the  1 3th.  This 
affair  haftencd  Boenni's  retreat  from  Mos- 
cow to  his  native  country,  Italy.  I  thought 
proper  to  write  this,  to  let  the  reader  fee  that 
fuch  bafenefs  can  be  foon  detected  and  pu- 
nched in  Ruffia,  which  is  not  the  cafe  here ; 
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for  here  it  is  eafy,  in  a  clandeftine  way,  to 
hurt  the  reputation  of  the  beft  of  men,  nor 
can  this  villainy  eafily  be  detected,  €o  as  to 
get  the  author  puniflied.  If  Boenni  had  not 
retreated,  I  could  have  had  juftice  done  with 
great  eafe  ;  but  as  it  happened,  I  was  no  lo- 
fer,  as  in  a  very  fhort  time  tjie  news  of  this 
affair  was  related  through  the  houfes  of  the 
moll  illuftrious  and  intelligent  people  in 
Mofcow  ;  and,  though  he  was  not  punifhed, 
my  character  was  vindicated. 

Having  been  informed,  that  many  reliques, 
curiofities,  and  variety  of  riches  were  to  be 
expofed  in  the  metropolitan  church  in  the 
Cremline,  or  cattle,  where  the  ancient  impe- 
rial palace  (lands  ;  I,  during  the  week  after 
Eafter  Sunday,  exprefled  a  defire  of  feeing 
all  thefe  things  ;  but  I  was  told,  that  people 
went  out  of  devotion  ;  and  at  fuch  a  time 
they  apprehended  it  would  be  dangerous  for 
any  who  did  not  profefs  the  Greek  religion, 
and  confequently  croft  themfelves,  and  kifs 
the  reliques,  to  appear  there  j  for  the  priefts 
gave  out,  that  all  ftrangers,  particularly  of 
the  reformed  religion,  held  fuch  folemnity  in 
great  derifion,  At  laft  however,  we  fell  up- 
on a  fcheme,  which  fucceeded,  though  not 
without  fome  danger  of  a  difcovery.  I 
went  with  Prince  Golitzin's  children,  and 
when  we  entered  the  church,  I  received  a 
cloak,  as  if  I  had  been  a  fuperior  iervant* 
In  the  greateft  area  of  the  church  were  plar 
«  ced 
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<5ed  two  tables,  declining  on  each  fide,  as 
long  as  the  church  was  broad,  excepting  a 
narrow  paflage  left  for  people  to  go  by  the 
ends  of  them.     Upon  thefe  tables,  dn  each 
fide,  were  placed  the  reliques,  confiding  of 
many  thousands  of  bones,  and  other  things 
belonging  to  the  faints  ;  fome  of  them  were 
very  much  decayed,  but  had  the   ends  co- 
vered with  filver ;    and  fome  fingers  and 
hands  were  there  dried,  as  the  people  in 
Norway  dry  cheir  fifli.     The  devotees  go  by 
the  fides  of  thefe  tables,  killing,  with  great 
devotion,  many  of  them,  while  a  prieft  goes 
along,  bawling  out  their  names,  and  what 
wondrous  things  they  had  done  when  living, 
and  fince  their  death,    particularly  in  cu- 
ring difeafes.     We  fcarcely  had  gone  round 
one  of  thefe  tables,  when  one  of  the  prieft- 
hood,  who  was  ftanding  at  the  end,  to  take 
care  left  any  of  the  .devotees    might  make 
free  to  fteal  fome  precious  ft  ones  or  metal, 
called  out,  that  he  had  obferved  me  to  go> 
round  one  table,  without  once  either  mak- 
ing the  fign  of  the  crofs,  or  lulling  any  of 
the  reliques;  I  made  anfwer  that,  after  the 
prince  had  none,  k  would  be  time  enough, 
and  more  refpe&ful  for  me  to  begin;  this  fa- 
tisfied  them,  and  I  efcaped  without  having 
been  challenged  a  fecond  time.     After  they 
had  paid  their  devotions,  and  gratified  our 
curiofity  with  what  was  to  be  feen  there,  we 
were  led  through  other  apartments,  where 

they 
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they  buried  their  emperors,  and  kept  fame  of 
their  principal  reliques,  and  an  incredible 
(lore  of  riches.     Amongft  the  reft,  we   {aw 
one  of  the  naib  which  pierced  Chrift's  hand. 
This  was  kept  in  a  cafe  of  gold,  of  very  cu- 
rious workmanlhip,  adorned  with  precious 
ftones*   It  very  much  rcfembled  a  long  rufty 
nail,  with  which  fmiths  in  Britain  fix  the  i- 
ron  to  their  cart  wheels,  but  longer.     We 
were  next  prefented  with  a  piece  of  Chrift's 
vefture,   which  was  wrought  ljkc  docking 
work,  of  a  brown  colour.     I  cannot  deny 
that  at  the  fight  of  thefe,  whether  they  were 
true  or  falfe,  I  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a 
very  ftrange  inexpreffible  melancholy,  which 
did  not  foon  leave  me,  and  cannot  help 
thinking  that  expofing  fiich  reliques  feldom, 
and  with  fblemn  ceremony,    mud  have  a 
very  good  effeft  upon  people,  who  impli- 
citly believe  whatever  their  priefts  teach ;  for 
J  could  obfirve  evident  figns  of  the  paffions 
of  many  people  having  been  put  into  very 
great  commotions  at  the  viewing  of  thefe  re- 
liques, laid  to  have  been  our  Saviour's.  We 
next  were  defired  to  view  the  fepulchre  of 
their  Emperor  Demetrius,  who  was  murder- 
ed when  young,  and  whole  body  decayed 
not.     The  body,  if  there  was  any,  lay  in  a 
fepulchre  of  marble,  whofe  fides  were  *  Co 
high,  that  I  could  not  fee  into  it.     It  was 
covered  with  rich   filks,  upon  which  were 
many  thoufands  of  pearl  and  precious  ftones 
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fixed  with   needle-work;     They  indeed  un- 
covered it,  to  let  the  devotees ,  view  the  im- 
perial faint,  and  people  of  fmall  ftature  were 
helped  up,  but,  1  believe,  riot  with  any  de- 
sign to  let  them  have  a  feiifible  view  of  what 
was  there  ;   for  they  helped  trie  up  alfb,  but 
Inftaritly  let  me  down  again  i  telling  the  by- 
Aanders;   that   1  had  been  s  honoured  with  a 
fight  of  the  holy  Eriperor's  face  and  hand  j 
neither  bf  which  I  now  declare  to  hatte  feen, 
though  I  thoiight  it  very  expedient;  when  I 
was  there,  not  to  cbntradift  them,  especially 
as  they  afked  me  no  qiieftions.     In  a  fmall 
apartment  by  themfelves,  we  faw  the  fepul- 
fchres  of  Ivan  VafilyitcH  the  tyrant,   and  his 
Emprefs;  and  what  fdrprized  me  not  a  little 
was,  that  thefe  two  fepnlchred  were  covered 
with  the  richeft:  filks  irt  the  church,  except 
the  young  Saint  Emperor;     NbtwitHftand- 
ing  that,  the  Ruffians  univerfally   hold  the 
Emperor  Ivari  Vafilykch   to   have  been  no 
Saint,  but  bfle  bf  the  tooft  terrible  tyrants 
that  ever  difgraced  humanity.     It  wfcre  bet- 
ter, if  p'offlible,   to  forget  the  very  fexiftence 
tof  fuch  execrable  wretches,  arid  not  pfreierve 
the  remembrance  of  them  by  marks  of  ho- 
nour arid  renown;    But  it  appears,  that  tho' 
the  Rufliaris  hrite  this  tyrant's  cruel  a&ions, 
they  heverthelefs  ptofels  fo  great  reipeft  for 
his  imperial  family,  that  they  thus  venerate 
his  feptdchre  arid  that  of  his  wife; 
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In  many  of  the  Ruffian  churches  I  have 
fcen  prodigious  riches  ;  and  I  believe*  woe 
they  all  put  together,  they  would  not  equal 
what  I  faw  in  this ;  but  yet  I  was  allured* 
that  the  Trinity  Monaftery,  fixty  verfts  di- 
ftant  from  Mofcow,  is  by  far  the  richeft  mo* 
naftery  in  Rulfia. 

Soon  after  my  return  from  St  Peterfbingh 
to  Mofcow,  I  was  fent  for  to  vifitone  of  the 
Emprefs's  principal  fecretaries  about  her 
domeftic  affairs,  who  was  faid  to  be  a  great 
favopritc.  When  I  arrived  he  wTas  in  bed, 
but  foon  put  on  a  night-gown,  and  fat  down 
at  a  table.  The  accounts  he  gave  me  about 
his  complaints  were  very  confuled,  and  in- 
dicated no  diftinft  difeafe,  but  frequently 
contradicted  one  another.  It  has  been  my 
cuftom,  when  I  found  it  proper,  to  tell  my 
patients  the  truth  ;  and  therefore  I  told  the 
lecretary,  that  although  I  had  been  long 
converfant  with  fick  people  in  many  large 
holpitals,  befldes  my  private  patients,  I  was 
very  much  at  a  lofs  to  form  any  juft  idea  a» 
bout  his  difeafe.  I  obferved  to  him,  that  his 
pulfe,  and  all  the  non-naturals,  according  to 
his  own  account,  feemed  to  be  unexcep- 
tionably  good  ;  that  therefore  I  imagined  he 
had  no  other  complaint  that  was  not,  in  a 
great  meafure,  imaginary.  He  was  a  good* 
natured  man  ;  imiled,  and  faid,  that  his  in* 
difpofltion  was  only  lome  diforder  in  his 
ftomach ;  and  that  if  I  would  order  fomc 
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bitters  for  him,  he  doubted  not  that  they 
would  recover  him.  I  anfwered,  that  as 
fbch  medicines  could  not  hurt  him,  I  had 
no  objection,  and  immediately  wrote  for 
them.  I  had  been  there .  but  a  very  fliort 
time  when  three  gentlemen  entered,  and  fa- 
miliarly took  their  chairs.  My  patient  told 
me  that  they  were  his  friends  and  fubfecre- 
taries,  who  frequently  came  and  patted  the 
evening  with  him,  when  the  hurry  of  affairs 
was  over ;  and  faid,  that  he  would  take  it 
very  kind,  if  I  would  fup  with  him  and 
them ;  to  which  I  eaflly  contented  •  but  I 
began  to  refleft,  that  many  foreigners  have 
been  privately  arretted  by  fuch  people,  which 
made  me  extremely  uneafy.  The  iecretary 
obferved  it,  and  fufpe&ing  the  caufe,  gave 
me  the  ftrongeft  afTurance  of  friendfhip  and 
freedom  in  every  thing.  I  was  determined 
at  once  to  know  fomething  of  my  real  fitua-. 
tion,  and  acknowledged,  that  I,  being  a 
ftranger,  could  not  help  being  concerned, 
though  I  brifkly  added,  that,  in  refpeft  of 
juftice,  I  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  did  not 
care  if  all  my  public  and  private  a&ions,  fince 
I  had  the  honour  of  ierving  in  Ruffia,  were 
laid  before  the  Emprefs  herfelf.  Upon  this 
they  allured  me  that  I  was  very  fete,  and 
faid,  that  the  Emprefs  had  been  informed  a- 
bout  me,  and  that  if  I  would  accept  of  a 
place  in  the  guards,  I  (hould  be  employed 
there,  which,  they  affirmed,  was  the  fame  as 
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if  I  were  employed  by  the  palace.  I  ac- 
knowledged my  obligations  to  them,  but  de- 
clined that  employ  ;  and  told  them,  that  I 
liked  the  fcrvice  of  the  fleet,  army,  or  ho- 
fpitals,  as  they  were  more  ctrtain  and  lefs 
precarious  than  any  in  the  palace. 

After  this  frank  declaration,  they  proini- 
fed  to  fpeak  no  more  about  it,  and  kept 
their  promife.  The  principal  iecreuiy  art- 
fully brought  in  a  difcourfe  about  our  Per- 
flan  expedition  ;  the  reafon  of  which  at  firft 
I  did  not  underftand  :  However,  I  was  much 
on  my  guard.  *  At  laft  thp  hiftory  of  Bac- 
kunin  the  conful  was  required,  which  was 
related  with  all  candour  pn  my  fide ;  and 
thus  we  fpent  the  evening  very  agreeably. 
At  parting,  the  fecretary  defired  1  would 
pay  him  a  viiit  next  evening,  which  I  pro- 
inifed  to  do,  and  drove  home  ;  where  I  no 
fooner  arrived,  than  I  was  told  that  Prince 
Golitzin  wanted  to  lee  me  immediately.  I 
loft  no  time  in  driving  to  his  hpufe,  where  T 
found  him  with  Major  Berezin,  the  reft  of 
the  family  being  all  in  bed.  The  prince  a(k- 
ed  me  many  queftions  concerning  what  paf- 
fed  at  the  iecretary's,  and  I  informed  him  of 
every  thing.  At  which  he  was  well  plea  fed, 
and  intreated  me  to  go  there  as  often  as  the 
feqretary  defired  ;  telling  me  that  he.  was  his 
good. friend,  and  intended  me  no  hurt,  but 
wanted  much  to  be  well  informed  about 
Backunin,  who  was  arrived  in  Mofcow. 
"V  And 
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And  he  further  defined,  that  I  would  come: 

ro  him  every  night  after  I  left  the  fecrctary, 

l>efore  I  went  to  my  own  houfe.     This  tdid 

pointedly.     In  fliort,  the  fecretary  and  his 

companions  engaged  me  five  nights  fuccef- 

fively ;   and  begged  that  I   would  not  take 

it  ill,  if  they  took  down  fome  notes  of  myrc- 

cital :    I  allured  them,  that  what  I  faid  was 

true  ;    arid  therefore,  they  were  at  liberty  to 

write  it   all,  which  I  fhould  not  fcruple,  if. 

required,  to  fubferibe.     Accordingly,  they 

wrote  (everal  parts  of  my  narration,  but  did 

pot  defire  me  to  fign   them*     At    laft   the 

prince  had  leave  to  pay  his  refpe&s  to  the 

Emprefs ;    who,  it  was   faid,    received  him 

coldly ,  and  explained  herfelf  by  throwing 

out  lbnae  accufations  that  were  lodged   a-. 

gainft  him  by  Backunin,     The  prince  beg- 

.  ged,  that  he  might  remain  no  time  under  her  * 

dilpleafufe,  but    that  (he  would  be  gracioul- 

ly  pleafed  to  order  the  fenate  to  canvafs  thefe 

affairs  as  foon  as  poflible.    The  Emprefs  was 

gracioufly  pleafed  to  grant  his  requeft,  and 

forthwith  difpatched  her  orders   to  the    fer 

nate  to  leave  off  all  other  affairs,  till  Backu- 

nin's  accufdtion  of  Prince  Golitzin  was  tried 

and  ended.    The  fenate  aflembled  next  day, 

and  fent  for  Backunin  ;   who,  like,  a   fool, 

appeared  with  a  (word.     They  (ho wed  hhn 

tlie  fword  which  Prince  Golitzin  had  taken 

from  him,  and  afked  him,  How  he  came  by 

another  ?     He  anfwered,   that  he  had  other 

two* 

itizedbyCjC 


58a         VOYAGES     and 

two,  and  therefore  put  on  the  other  ;  which 
the  fenate  inftantly  deprived  him  of,  and  called 
over  his  affairs  at  once.  All  the  gentlemen, 
except  Major  Cherkeflbff,  who  had  written 
every  thing  which  he  knew  concerning  Bac- 
kunin's  transitions,  were  prefent  in  Mos- 
cow, who  had  been  in  Perfia,  and  therefore 
the  fenate  was  at  no  lofs  to  find  out  the 
truth  :  So  that  they  ended  this  mighty  af- 
fair in  one  day ;  and  reported  to  the  £m- 
prefs  in  the  evening,  that  Backunin  was 
certainly  guilty  of  very  many  hainous  crimes 
deferving  death  ;  and  that  his  a  ecu  Cation  of 
Prince  Golitzin  was  absolutely  falfe  in  every 
refped  :  For  which  reafon  the  fenate  bad 
ordered  him  into  clofe  confinement,  till  her 
imperial  Majefty's  pleafure  fbould  be  known. 

The  next  morning,  after  the  Emprefs  had 
received  the  report  from  the  fenate,  I  was 
well  pleafed  to  fee  every  branch  of  that  very 
illuftrious  family  of  Golitzin  in  high  fpirits, 
and  full  of  gladnefs*  Whenever  the  prin- 
cefs  faw  me,  (he  deiired  me  to  walk  with 
her  into  a  room  by  ourfelves,  and  there  (he 
gave  me  the  following  narration. 

Yeiter  night,  faid  (he,  you  know  what  un- 
eafmefs  I  differed  on  account  of  the  bale 
Backunin,  which  was  increafed  by  the  (ena- 
tors  having  communicated  no  part  of  their 
tranfattkms  to  the  prince  ;  neither  wouki  he 
fend  to  know,  though  I  intreated  him  with 
the  greateft  earneftnefs*  In  this  perplexi- 
ty 
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ty  I  went  to  bed  :  I  could  fleep  none  ;    the 
prince  feemed  altogether  infenfible  of  any 
danger,  frequently  laughing  at  my  weaknefs. 
At  laft  he  went  to  bed,  and  inftantly  fell  a- 
fleep.     He  had  not  flept  one  hour  when  I 
heard  a  very  uncommon  rude  noife  at  the 
gate.     Many  of  the  fervants,  afraid  of  fire* 
4tan  to  the  gate,  to  know  what  the  meaning 
tof  it  Was.*     At  laft  our  valet  de  chambre  en- 
tered the  bed-chamber ,  and  told  the  prince* 
that  an  efdavoy,  or  meflengcr,  from  the  Em- 
£>refs,  waited  for  an  audience  of  the  prince. 
At  hearing  of  an  efdavoy's  arrival  from  the 
Emprels,  I  loft,  faid  (he,   at  once,  all  my  fa- 
culties* artd  could  not  help  fcreaming  out, 
that  our  family  was  undone.     The  prince 
begged  of  me  to  keep  my  temper  ;    telling 
me,  that  it  was  impoflible  any  danger  could 
happen.     But,  faid  he*  if  God  would  have 
it  fo,  we  ought  to  fubmit*  like  good  Chri- 
ftians.     He  rofe  from  his   bed*  put  on  his 
morning-gown,  and  calmly  ordered  the  el- 
davoy  to  come    to    him.      He  demanded 
what  orders  he  brought  from   her  imperial 
Majefty,  with  the  greateft  compofure.     The 
efdavoy   anfwered,  Long  may  your  illuftri- 
ous  family  continue  in  the  Emprefs's  high 
favour  ;  you  are  highly  efteemed  by  her  Ma- 
jefty x    She  has  been  gracioufly   pleafed  to 
command  me  to  come  and  tell  you,  that  (he 
is  glad  to  find,  by  a  report  given  in  from  the 
fenate,  that   you  are  the  fame   honourable* 
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pevforl  (he  had  ever  efteemed  you  ;  and  that 
Backuniu  is  a  villain,   more  vile  than  you 
had  reprefented  him.      She  has .  fent  orders 
for  your  Excellency  to  take   your   places  at 
the  council-board,  and  at  the  fenate  ;    and 
(he  has  constituted  you  prefident  of  the  board 
of  admiralty,  declaring  the  embafly  to  be  at 
an  end.     She  has  appointed  yourddeft  ion 
Alexander,  (now  vice-chancellor  of  Ruflia,) 
to  be  a  councilor  by  her  imperial  palace. 
She  has  ordered  your  fecohd  fon  to  remain 
fometime  yet  with  Count  Golofkin  the  Ruf- 
fian minifter  in  Holland;     And*  Iaftly,  flic 
has  con  ft  it  u  ted  your  third  fon,  Michael,;  a  fer- 
jeant  by  the  horfe-guards.     (This  is  equal  to 
a  captain,  if  fent  to  the  army.)     Thefe  are 
the  commands  her  Majefty  ordered  Irie  to 
communicate  to  you,  tvithout  lofs  of  time; 

The  good  old  prince  returned  thariks  to 
God,  and  asked  his  princefs,  If  flic  had  an 
hundred  rubles  in  the  houfe  ?  She  anfwer- 
ed,  that  fhe  had  dnly  about  eighty  j  he  di- 
rected his  valet  de  chambre  to  get  twenty 
from  the  major  ;  faying*  he  never  could  jgive 
a  lefs.fum  than  an  hundred  rubles  to  a  mef- 
fenger  like  him  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  dref- 
fed,  and  ordered  his  coach  to  be  got  in  rea- 
dinefs.  He  went  to  the.  Emprefs  to  return, 
I  dare  fay,  firicere  thanks  for  the  favour  and 
honour  (he  had  been  pleafed  to  confer  upon 
his  family;     She  told  him,  that   (he  had  e- 

ver 
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i&  entertained  ft  ***£  gookiophjion  of  him, 
pirticoJarly  for  Jjm  {foody;  hpnegy,  which, 
fad  was  certain*  nothjog  coukj  ftoke  :  That 
flic  had  promifed,  before  he  fee  out  fop  Per* 
£a»  that*  flie  would,  if  he  happened  to  die  ia 
that  e&peditiori,.  to  patronize  hjs-  fsypily  j  and 
that  though  he  had  returned  in  fafety-4  (he 
neVerthelcfs  would  cxmdnue  to  4hpw,  them  e- 
yMe6t<  matte  o£her,  high  eftepffti  She  askr 
eov  How  Psrineeft  Xattana  had  behaved,  foj? 
that  was  Princds  Qolitzin'3  chrtftened  name* 
*frhen  the  efdavpy]  entered  his  hbufe?  He 
told  her  juft  what  I  have  written  above*  and 
how  much  Che  was  alarmed  *  At  which  (he 
laughed,  and  faid,  that  fhe  expected  it  would 
•be  fo,  becaufe  (he  was  a,  woman  of  high  paf- 
iions. 

-  NvB.  Thete  are  abtfutfixty^fdavoye  kept 
attending  the  palace,,  to  be  always  in  readi- 
nefs  to  be  Cent  upon  any  extraordinary  afc 
fairs,  and  one -of  thfefe  fellows  have  been 
Jcnown  to  take,  by  the  imperial  order,  the 
greateft  fubje&  in  Ruflia  into  cuffady,;  ib 
that  it.  b  no  wonder  that  the  princefs  was  a- 
larmed,  when  a  meflage  was  lent  by  one  of 
them  at  that  time  of  night ;  for  they  are  of- 
tener  lent  with  difagreeable  meflages,  than 
with  fucb  as  I  have  juft  now  related  * 
\  The  Empreft  faid  that  flie  believed  Back- 
*»iri  to  he  a  vfcry  great  rogue,  and  th§at  fhe 
thought  he  (hould  iuffcr  fome  exemplary  pu- 
jaifhment  for  the  feveral   faults  he  had  been 

4  E  guilty 


'5&6        VOYAGES    and 

guilty  of.  The  prince  laid  that  undoubtedly 
he  was  a  very  bad  man,  and  deferred  to  be 
very  ieverely  puniflied ;  and  added,  that  her 
Majefty  was  the  beft  judge  of  that,  but  beg- 
ged to  inform  her  that  he  Backunin  had  a 
wife  and  many  children  who  had  been  guil- 
ty of  no  fault,  and  therefore  recommended 
them  to  her  Majefty*s  care.  What  be- 
came of  him,  I  know  not,  but  fo  long, 
as  I  was  in  Mofcow  he  was  kept  in  clofe  con- 
finement :  But  his  wife  was  allured  that  no 
harm  fhould  happen  to  her  and  her  chil- 
dren. 


CHAP.    XXX VII. 

Of  the  Author's  travels  from  Mofcow  9   By  St 
Petersburgh  to  Rigaf  and  what  faffed  there. 

NO  doubt  I  could  have  written  many 
more  anecdotes  during  my  ftay  in 
Mofcow,  but  my  book  is  now  fwelled  to  a 
greater  fize  than  at  I  firft  intended,  and 
therefore  I  muft  drop  them.  I  (hall  take 
no  notice  of  the  different  ftages  on  the  road 
from  Mofcow  to  St  Peterfburgh  as  that  has 
already  been  done  in  the  firft'  volume  of  this 
work.  As  Mr  TatifhofFs  village  however 
was  diftant  three  miles  from  the  road,  his  re- 
lations defired  I  would  cany  a  fmall  parcel, 
which  they  would  not  chufe  to  fend  by  a 

fervant. 
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fervant.  This  I  could  not  refute,  though 
it  is  not  free  of  danger  to  befriend  date  pri- 
ibners,  but  I  told  them  that  I  would  fend  it 
by  a  fervant  from  the  village  near  his  houfe ; 
as  I  could  not  go  there  myfelf.  I  did  fo  ; 
and  fet  out  from  Mofcow  on  the  1 2th  of  June 
1749,  am*  wnved  in  Kline  eighty  verfts  di- 
ftant,  on  thtf  13th.  I  immediately  fent  off 
from  thence  an  exprefs  with  the  parcel,  and 
a  letter  begging  to  be  excufed  that  I  did  not 
pay  my  refpe&s  to  him,  becaufe  I  was  hur- 
ried, he  fent  his  coach  for  me,  and  intreat- 
ed  that  I  would  pay  him  a  vifit  which  he 
wrote  would  probably  be  the  btft,  as  it 
truly  was :  I  therefore  went,  though 
much  afraid.  When  I  arrived,  he  faid,  as 
he  had  promifed,  that  he  would  not  detain 
me  one  hour.  I  fupped  with  him,  but  was 
very  uneafy  during  that  time,  which  I  do 
not  believe  exceeded  an  hour,  as  he  railed  a- 
gainft  the  Emprefs  and  miniftry  the  whple 
time.  His  patience  was  quite  exhauftedj, 
and  his  hopes  of  enlargement  were  at  an 
end.  He  made  me  a  preient,  and  defired 
that  i  would  anfwer  any  letter  he  might 
write  me  concerning  his  health.  I  promifed 
to  give  him  at  all  times  my  bed  advice :  But 
begged  that  he  would  write  me  nothing  but 
what  concerned  his  health.  At  this  time, 
I  told  him,  that  if  he  defigned  to  have  his 
hiftory  of  Ruflia,  which  he  had  been  writ- 
ing many  yeare  ago,    published,  I  woujd 

take 
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take  it  along  frift-me,  'aftd  Ibid  it  dfl*!6Mjr 
"by  feme  fefe  hand  to  the  >Royal  Society  hi 
London,  who  I  doiibted  not  would  be   at 
the  expence  of  getting  It  translated  and  ptrt>- 
liflied  in  fenglifli :  Bat  he  replied  that  fome- 
thing  was  ftill  to  corrert,  and  that  lie  had 
"offered  it  to  the  Royal  Society  for  a  certain 
fvLm,     but    that    they    haid    not   anftvei*- 
icd  Ins  expe&ation,  and  therefore  he  was  de- 
termined to  let  it  take  its  chance,     Thus  f 
left  my  old  patient,  Privy  Counfellor  Tatif- 
hoff,  for  the  laft  time,  nor  did  I  ever  hear 
'more  from  him,  but  was  told  that  he  died, 
about  half  a  year  after  this,  of  fbmp  fliort 
illnefs,  worn  out  with  c%re,-  fliagrten,  an- 
ger and  age.     I  arrived  in   St  Peterfburgh 
on  the  twenty  fecond  of  June,  arid  was  en- 
treated to  ftay  there  a  few  days  to  give  ad- 
vice about  Commodore  Pat  on,  "who  labour- 
ed under  the  excruciating  pains  of  a  cancer 
in  his  tongue,  which    had  destroyed  near 
one  half  of  it,  and  was  fpreading  over  the 
fauces.      He  died  about  two  months  after  I 
left   St  Peterfburgh.      Having  finifhed  my 
affairs  there,  I  left  that  city  for  the  laft  time, 
and  went  with  my  whole  family  on  the  ft- 
cond  of  July  to  Narva,  one   hundred  and 
thirty  four  yerfts  diftant  from  St  Peterfhurgh; 
from  Narva  to  Eurioff  or  Derpt  one  hun- 
dred and  Teventy  two  verfts,  from  Derpt  to 
Riga  two  hundred  and  twenty  feven,  in  a!} 
from  Peterfburgh  to  Riga  five  hundred  and 
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tJiiny  xhree  wfts;  and  tfctsl  accompHftred 
'with  it  young  family,  in  feien  days..    Lbno* 
tria  is  very  different  -from  Miy  part  of  Ru£ 
>fia  ;  the  people  have  mate  liberty*  bat  they 
pretend  to  Imore  than  their  due,  even  fo 
much  as  to  diftrcfs  the  traveller #    At  d  vil- 
lage in  Eftottia  I  arrived  fertile  evening,  thfe 
peafants  Were  fo  brutal  that  they  neither 
-would  fell  nor  give  me  grafs  for  my  horfes, 
though  I  had  travelled  along  way,  and  was 
necfeffitated'tolet  them  have -a  few  hours  reft, 
and  feed  them,  I  threathed  (0  take  cut  grafs 
which  was  there  in  great  plenty,  and  they 
-faid,  that  if  I  did  fo  that  tfhey  would  com- 
plain to  their  Landts  Raadt/who  is  much  the 
fame  as  a  j:uftice  ofpeace  with  us.  Upon  en- 
quiry I  was  informed  that  the  Landts  Raadt 
lived  at  a>g?eat  diftance,  fo  that  I  could  make 
•  no  complaint  of  them,  nor  could  I  break 
their  barbarous  obftinacy  by  any  civility  I 
could  -fhew  them.     I  offered  them  a  reason- 
able price,  telling  them  at  the  fame  time, 
that  I  was  certain  no  law  could  oblige  me, 
to  let  my  borfes  ftafve  in  the  midft  of  plen- 
ty :  At  lad,  fair  means  proving  ineffectual,  I 
ordered  the  foldiers  to  take  as  much  as  was 
needful :  But  forbade  them  to  imbezzle  any. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  boors  threatned    in 
languagfenot  very  fupportable,  but  I  con- 
tented myfelf  by  letting  them  know  that  if 
they  offered  any  violence  either  to  my  fer- 
yan$  or  foldiers,  I  would  order  theip  tp  fire 
*   *  upon 
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upon  them  without  any  regard  to  the  confe- 
quence,  feeing  1  had  in  vain  fought  things 
in  the  fair  and  caly  way*  This  had  the  de- 
fired  effe£t.  They  indeed  pretended  to  fend , 
off  to  their  Landts  Raadt ;  but  I  never  heard 
more  of  it.  Before  we  fet  out,  however, 
they  were  glad  to  beg  the  money  I  had  for- 
merly offered  them,  the  receipt  of  which 
feemed  very  agreeable  to  them.  They  laid, 
as  an  excufe  for  their  obftinacy,  that  they 
were  afraid  that  we  would  not  have  paid 
them,  as  many  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
army  had  formerly  treated  them  in  that  way. 
At  Derpt  one  of  the  axletrees  of  my  wag- 
gons was  in  bad  order,  I  therefore  lent  for 
a  tradefman  to  make  a  new  one,  which  he 
did,  but  exalted,  as  I  had  not  bargained 
with  him  before  hand,  a  moft  exorbitant 
price,  and  my  landord  advifed  me  to  pay  it ; 
becaufe,  he  laid,  that  the  judge  of  the  city 
would  oblige  me  before  I  could  go  from 
it.  As  I  was  a  ftranger,  and  not  acquainted 
with  the  Count  I  paid  him ;  being  afraid 
that  complaints  about  fuch  trifles  might 
have  had  a  very  bad  effeft  :  But  when  I  be- 
came acquainted  with  Count  Lacy,  1  inform- 
ed him  of  both  thefe  pieces  of  iqmpolition. 

As  loon  as  I  arrived  in  Riga,  I  waited  on 
the  fleld-marfhal  Count  Lacy,  and  prelented 
iny  inftrutf  ions,  and  an  order  from  the  col- 
lege of  war  to  him,  who  received  me  .very 
obligingly,  qnd  faid  that  he  would  give  or- 
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tiers  in  the  morning,  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  army*  garrifon,  and  hofpitals  fhould  re- 
ceive me  according  to  the  regulations,  winch 
was  done,  and  I  entered  immediately  upon 
bufinefs. 

The  army  immediately  under  the  count's 
orders  were  about  one  hundred  thoufand 
men,  with  a  noble  train  of  artillery,  confut- 
ing of  one  hundred  pieces  of  battering  brats 
cannon,  betides  many  mortars,  and  other 
pieces  belonging  to  them.  The  garrifon 
confifted  of  fix  regiments,  about  nine  thou* 
fand  men  ;  befides  thefe,  there  was  a  body 
of  engineers.  By  the  army  evtrf  regiment 
had  a  field  hofpital ;  but  at  Riga  there  was 
built  a  general  hofpital  for  receiving  the  fick 
and  wounded  who  had  dangerous  fymptoms, 
from  the  whole  army.  Every  regiment  in 
the  garrifon  had  its  own  proper  hofpital,  as 
had  the  artillery  and  engineers.  By  the  ar- 
my were  two  phy  ficiana  and  a  furgeon-ge- 
neral;  every  regiment  had  a  furgeon,  a  mate, 
and  for  every  company  two ;  firulnicks  ; 
thefe  are  men  who  can  let  blood,  and  do  ma- 
ny little  chirurgical  operations.  By  the  gar- 
rifon there  was  a  phyfician,  and  alfo.  a,  fur* 
geon,  with  firul  nicks  for  every  regiment;  be- 
fides thefe,  I  was  ordered  to  infpe&  their  ho- 
fpitals as  often  as  the  affairs  of  the  army 
would  permit.  My  inftru&ions  were  to  at- 
tend the  field-marfhal's  perfon  clofely  when 
he  was  fick,  but!  at. other  times,  jointly  with 

the 
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the  physicians,  I  wa^onfcred  to.  \dfit  t&e  ge- 
neral hofpital*  andthfiot^rholpttajs  heipog- 
ing  to  the  garrifon,  twice  every  week  at  ieaft, 
and  thp  hofpfcala  A)tekiagiog  to.  the,  field  regi- 
ments at  leaft  once  every  fuminer :  That  I 
was  to  receive  regular  reports  from  ail.  the 
furgmma  immediately  under  the  count's  com* 
mand*  and  out  of  them  form  two  general  re- 
ports, viz.  one  for^the  army  and  artillery f  and 
one  for  the  garrifon*  to  be  font  to.  the  medi- 
cine chancery  every:  month  ;  from  winch  the 
Etnprefs  or  council  at  war  might  know  the 
flate  of  the  army  every  month ;  but  if  any 
peflikntia^  diftafe  was.,  to  make  its  appear- 
ance, couriers  wcce  Ja;  b^ei  font  etfprefa  with 
reports. 


C  H  A  ft.  *  XXXVML 
Concerning  what  faffed.  ipnHLigtu 


LIVQNIA  is  bounded  by  Iftgria  and 
Novogorod  V:elike,  on  EfUandia  on  the 
north,  the  gulf  of  Livonia  and  Conrland  cm 
the  weft,  SemigaHia  on  tbe  fouth.  It  is  a- 
bout  one  hundred  and  fiaty  five  mile*  long 
front  fouth  to  north,  and  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  in  breadth  from  eaft  to  weft.  The 
flfty-fixth  degree  north  latitude  confides  its 
fouth  borders,  and  fifty-eight  degrees  thirty* 
four  minutes  its  north.     The  weft  fide  is 

marked 
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marked  out  by  the  forty-firft  degree  eaft  lon- 
gitude, and  the  eaft  fide  by  the  fbrty-fixth. 
Riga,  the  capital,  is  built  on  the  fide  of  the 
river  Dina  in  the  forty-fir  ft  eaft  longitude, 
and  the  fifty-fixth  degree  fifty  minutes  north 
latitude.  This  city  is  very  well  known,  it  is 
not  large  1  but  pretty  well  fortified  to  the 
land,  though  in  my  time  it  was  rather  weak 
on  the  river  fide.  The  inhabitants  are  go- 
verned by  their  own  magiftrates,  called  bur- 
go-mafters,  and  a  number  of  counfellors  ; 
their  decifions,  however,  are  appealable  to  the 
Court  of  St  Peterfbnrgh.  The  keys  of  the  city 
are  lodged  every  night  with  the  principal  bur- 
go-mafter,  and  the  gates  are  watched  by  a 
flrong  body  of  garrifon-foldiers. 

In  my  time  Count  Lacy  was  not  only 
field-marihal  of  the  army,  but  alfb  general- 
governor  of  the  conquered  provinces,  and  yet 
even  his  private  tran factions  were  fubje&  to 
the  review  and  reverfal  of  the  Emprefs :  For 
inftance,  he  had  two  fons  and  many  daugh- 
ters, all  married  :  He  was  very  rich  both  ia 
land  and  money,  and,  it  was  faid,  that  he 
fent  his  money  yearly  to  the  bank  of  Amfter- 
dam.  The  Emprefs  Eiifabeth  fome  years 
by-pafl  had  given  him  large  pofTeffions  of 
lands  in  Livonia.  As  the  count  was  very 
old,  he  thought  proper,  in  my  time,  to  fell 
thefe  lands  to  Councilor  Campenhaufen,  a 
Livonian  gentleman.  The  bargain  was  com- 
pleated  ift  Livonia,  the  money  paid  to  the 
4  F  count, 
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count,  and  all  the  writs  finifhed  according 
to  the  law  of  the  country  :  When  the  Em- 
prefs,  however,  was  informed  of  it,  (he  fent 
an  order  to  the  chancery  of  Livonia,  letting 
them  know,  that,  although  (he  had  given 
the  field-marfhal  fuch  lands  for  his  long  faith- 
ful fervices,  yet  (he  did  not  defign  that  either 
the  count  or  any  of  his  fucceflbrs  (hould  have 
it  in  their  power  to  (ell  what  (he  defigned 
(hould  remain  in  the  Lacy  family,  as  a  mark 
of  the  high  imperial  cfteem  conferred  on  him; 
and  therefore  commanded  the  count  to  re- 
turn the  money  to  Mr  Campenhaufen,  and 
receive  and  keep  the  lands  as  formerly. 

The  Livonians  profefs  the  Lutheran  reli- 
gion, nor  do  they  permit  any  Roman  church 
in  the  city  of  Riga.  However,  to  teftify  the 
great  regard  which  they  had  for  Count  Lacy's 
perfon,  they  permitted  two  priefts  to  live  in 
the  city  near  the  caftle,  but  prohibited  their 
having  any  public  worfhip,  excepting  in  the 
count's  palace.  They  exprefled  their  grati- 
tude more  effectually  (till  by  an  annual  pre- 
fent  of  two  thoufand  ducats  and  firewood, 
which  they  never  gave  to  any  before  the 
count :  But  I  fufpeft  that  the  Ruffians  will  ' 
probably  learn  the  burghers  to  continue  that 
annual  gift  to  the  count's  fucceflbrs  ;  for,  I 
have  known  inftances  of  their  not  over-ftri£l- 
ly  adhering  to  the  capitulation  agreed  with 
the  Livonians.  The  citizens  pretend  to  li-  J 
berty,  and  the  Ruffians  acknowledge  it,  but      ' 

I 
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I  imagine  it  is  only  the  (hadow  of  liber* 

The  Livonian  nobility  and  gentry  meet 
in  Riga  once  or  twice  annually,  to  regulate 
their  country  affairs.  In  thefe  meetings, 
they,  with  the  confent  of  the  Court  of  St 
Peterfburgh,  lay  on  fmall  taxes,  and  make 
by-laws  refpefting  their  police,  but  they  can 
do  nothing  of  themfelves.  Their  nobility 
and  gentlemen  are  not  obliged,  as  the  Ruf- 
fians are,  to  ferve  in  either  the  army  or  fleet ; 
neither  can  they  ferve  any  other  power  with- 
out permiffion  from  Court.  The  peafants 
are  all  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  nor  do  they  live 
fo  well  as  the  Ruffian  boors.  Some  parts  of 
Livonia  are  very  rich,  but  the  greateft  part 
which  I  have  feen  is  a  poor  fandy  foil,  efpe- 
cially  about  Riga.  Riga  carries  on  a  very 
^reat  trade  with  all  the  northern  nations, 
though  they  have  no  (hips  of  their  own.  I 
was  credibly  informed,  that  about  one  thou- 
fand  fail  of  (hips  vifit  this  port  once  every 
year.  Seven  verfts  weft  from  Riga,  where 
the  Dina  unites  with  the  fea,  (lands,  on  an 
ifland,  one  of  the  ftrongefl:  fortifications  in 
Ruffia ;  the  walls  are  well  mounted  with 
cannon.  This  fort  is  called  Dinamind,  or 
the  mouth  of  Dina.  No  (hip  can  pafs  by 
this  caftle ;  and,  I  have  been  told,  that  a 
man  of  war  cannot  approach  it,  the  water 
not  being  deep  enough. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  went  and  viflted 
not  only  all  the  hofpitals,  but  alfo  all  the  dif- 
ferent regiments  which  lay  within  fifteen  or 
twenty  verfts  of  the  city.  This  great  army 
was  commanded  by  Count  Lacy,  and  under 
him  Lieut.  General  Lieven,  General  Brown, 
and  General  Strechnoff,  all  of  them  gentle- 
men of  great  honour. 

It  fignifies  little  to  the  reader,  what  kind, 
t>r  how  many  patients  we  had  in  our  hofpi- 
tals :  It  is  enough  to  fay,  that  in  the  army 
we  had  from  between  five  or  fix  hundred  to 
two  or  three  thoufand  lick  daily,  and  thefe 
were  not  many  in  proportion.  In  the  gar- 
rifon  we  had  many  more  fick  compared  with 
the  army  ;  for  out  of  fix  regiments  we  had 
feldom  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  very  often,  efpecially  in  the  fpring  and 
autumn,  we  had  feven  or  eight  hundred, 
and  fometimes  a  greater  number.  In  the  ar- 
my I  had  no  manner  of  reafon  to  be  diflatis- 
fied  ;  but  in  the  garrifoq  every  thing  was  in 
confufion.  In  the  army  the  phyficians  and 
furgeon  general,  ipy  predeceflor,  had  kept 
the  furgeons  ftri&ly  to  their  duty,  according 
to  the  regulations  ;  but  it  was  quite  other- 
ways  in  the  garrifon,  of  which  1  (hall  take 
notice  hereafter  ;  and  this  was  occalioned 
by  appointing  to  the  garrifon-hofpitals  one 
of  the  moft  ignorant  phyficians,  only  for  be- 
ing fon  in-law  to  the  late  Archiator  Fiflier. 
-As  this  inan  was  fupported  by  great  men  at 

court, 
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court,  none  of  my  predeceflbrs  gave 
themielves  any  trouble  about  the  ganv 
fon,  becaufe  they  could  not  do  any  thing 
effectually,  without  rifking  a  quarrel  with 
Dr  Graff,  for  this  was  his  name,  which  the 
fear  of  his  great  prote&ors  at  court  rendered 
dangerous. 

I  was  not  long  in  Riga,  when  I  received 
the  following  piece  of  hiftory  from  good  au- 
thority, viz.  One  Dr  Fonderholft,  a  German, 
was,  a  few  years  before  my  arrival,  phyfici- 
an  to  the  army ;  He  was  (aid  to  have  been 
a  man  of  learning,  but  of  no  great  forefight. 
He  happened  to*  receive  an  affront  from  one 
of  the  great  lords  at  court,  and  who  was  in 
great  favour  with  the  Emprefs,  which  he,  the 
do&or,  not  only  would  not  put  up  with,  but 
lampooned  him  feverely,  and  rendered  him 
very  ridiculous.  The  lord  had  the  addrefs  to 
get  the  doftor  fent  to  Siberia,  it  is  faid,  un- 
known to  the  Emprefs,  and  in  the  following 
manner  :  One  day,  as  the  dodror  was  attend- 
ing the  field-marfhal,  who  was  fick,  a  cap- 
tain, of  the  guards  arrived  with  exprefles  from 
St  Peterfburgh,  and  demanded  immediate  au- 
dience :  He  was  introduced,  and  whifpered 
fomewhat  in  the  field-marfhal's  ear :  He  de- 
fired  the  do&or  to  amufe  himfelf  in  the  great 
hall,  till  he  had  ended  fome  buiinefs  with  the 
captain  ;  when  that  was  done,  the  do&or 
was  again  called  upon,  and,  when  he  had 
given  the  field-iparfhal  his  advice  about  fome 

ailment,  . 
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ailment,  which  he  at  that  time  laboured  un- 
der, was  going  to  retire,  the  count  defired 
him  to  come  to  dinner,  becaufe  he  might 
need  his  farther  aiMance  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  invited  the  captain  of  the  guards    to 
dine,  telling  him,  that  he  was  not  able  to  fit 
at  the  table  himfelf,  but  the  vice-govern  or. 
Prince  Dolgaruka,  who  was  prefent,  would 
bear  him  company  ;  this  was  agreed  to.     At 
dinner  the  captain  told  the  vice-governor, 
that  a  relation  of  his,  in  his  way  to  the  ar- 
my, was  fuddenly  taken  ill  of  fbme  difeafe, 
and  was.  obliged  to  remain  in  a  houfe  only 
diftant  about  three  or  four  verfts  from  the  ci- 
ty ;  therefore  defired  the  prince  to  appoint 
fome   fufficient  phyfician  to  vifit  him,  for 
which  he  would  be  handfomely  confidered. 
The  vice  or  deputy-governor  pointed  to  Dr 
Fonderholft,  faying,  this  gentleman  is  phy- 
fician to  the  army,  and  one  of  the  ableft  phy- 
sicians in  Riga,   therefore  he  could  not  be 
better  Jcrved  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  polite- 
ly defired  the  dodor  to  vifit  the  fuppofed 
gentleman.    Dr  Fenderholft  agreed,  and  was 
giving  directions  to  his  fervants  to   get  his 
coach  ready,  when  the  prince  told  him,  that 
that  was  needlefs,  as  his  coach  was  large  e- 
nough  to  carry  them  all  to  fuch  an  inconfi- 
derable  diftanee.     After  dinner,  when  they 
had  arrived  at  the  houfe  where  they  pretend- 
ed the  fick  gentleman  was  fuppofed  to  be, 
and  had  taken  a  few  glafles  of  wine,  the 

doftor 
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do&or  defired  to  fee  him  ;  but  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  he  was  a  ftate  prifoner  by  order  of 
the  cabinet ;  and  therefore  they  advifed  him 
to  make  no  refiftance,  but  go  into  a  travel- 
ling waggon  ready  at  the  door  ;  telling  him 
at  the  fame  time,  that  if  he  offered  the  leaft 
refiftance,  he  would  be  bound  faft  with  ropes, 
and  might  be  very  cruelly  treated  on  the  way 
by  the  ferjeant  and  foldiers,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  convoy  him  to  his  place  of  defti- 
nation  •  Thus  this  man  was  convoyed  to  Si- 
beria, and  there  (in  fome  pitiful  town)  was 
long  immured  9  or  kept  in  a  hole  in  the  wall,  - 
with  only  a  (mall  flit,  through  which  he  re- 
ceived his  provifion.  It  feems  he  had  fome 
money  about  him  when  he  was  arretted,  bat 
the  captain  took  nothing  from  him  except 
his  fword*  The  foldiers  on  the  way  robbed 
him  of  his  watch,  but  he  concealed  what  lit- 
tie  money  he  had  from  them.  ,  He  was  at  no 
lofs  to  fee  that  his  money  could  not  maintain 
him  long,  and  likeways,  that  he,  who  had 
been  accuftomed  to  live  in  luxury,  could  not 
long  fupport  himfelf  with  fuch  poor  provifi- 
ons  as  are  allowed  to  fuch  prifoners ;  there* 
fore  he  affe&ed  to  be  a  fortune-teller,  and 
gave  inftruftions  to  the  foldiers  who  kept 
guard  upon  himf  frankly  giving  them  the 
half  of  what  he  got  by  his  art* 

The  foldiers  were  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  fuperftitious  inhabitants,  and  told  the 
doftor  every  thing  concerning  them  before 

they 
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they  came  to  Mm,  which  he  repeated  to 
them,  whereby  his   fame,  as  a  wife   man, 
fpread  far,  and  he  got  fomeching  to  fupport 
himfelf.  Having  no  books,  nor  any  company 
who  could  in  the  leaft  help  him  to  paft  hb 
time  in  this  miferable  iltuation,  he  got  a  few 
hens,  and  diverted    himfelf   with    feeding 
them.     He  gave  their  eggs  a  black  colour, 
and  wrote  upon  with  a  pin,  (den  ungelucklkk 
Doff  or    Fondcrbolft.)     Ungelucklick    fignifies 
unfortunate.     Thefe  eggs  he  fold  to  the  in- 
habitants as  charms,  or  fome  fuch  things. 
They  knew  not  the  meaning  of  the  writing, 
but  thought  it  made  the  eggs  more  valuable* 
After  the  do&or  had  been  many  months 
thus  confined,  one  day  the  governor's  lady 
fet  up  in  this  village,  in  her  way  from  Ruffia 
to  Siberia,  and  wanted  eggs,  amongft  other 
things,  for  dinner.     The  hoftefs  told  her, 
that  there  was  in  this  place   a  prifbner,  a 
very  wife  man,  who  fold  extraordinary  eggs* 
She  defired  to  fee  them  ;  and  as  (he  under- 
flood  the  German  language,  (he  wasfnrprized 
to  fee  wrote  upon  them  the  name  of  the  phy- 
fician,  who,  a  few  years  before  that,  had  re- 
covered her  from  a  very  dangerous  fever. 
She  went  to  the  hole,  and  fpoke  with  the 
do&or;  then  fhe  applied  to  her  hufband, 
and  got  his  fituation  made  much   eafier; 
and  as  fhe  was  a  great  favourite  with  the 
Emprefs,  (he  wrote  to  her  Majefty,  and  re- 
prefented  his  undeferved  misfortune  fo  pa- 
thetically, 
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tHetically,  that  the  governor  received  orders 
to  liberate  him,  and  fend  him  on  her  expence 
to  Mofcow,  where  he  received  fome  of  the 
money  he  had  been  robbed  of,  but  recover-, 
cd  only  a  few  of  the  valuable  jewels  which 
were  embezzled  when  he  was  at  firft  confin- 
ed* When  I  went  firft  to  Mofcow,  Dr  Fon- 
derholft  was  arrived  there,  and  all  the  peo- 
ple of  that  city  were  full  of  his  ftory.  Tho* 
he  was  not  employed  in  the  imperial  fervice, 
he  lived  very  well  by  his  practice,  and  the  in- 
habitants (hewed  great  kindnefs  to  him. 

After  he  was  font  from  Riga,  the  officers 
<went  to  his  houfe  to  feize  what  value  and 
papers  they  could  find.  His  fervants  readi- 
ly let  them  in  ;  but  the  doctor  had  a  dog 
who  bit  many  of  them  ;  nor  would  this 
faithful  animal  permit  any  to  enter  that  room 
till  he  was  (hot.  It  was  faid  that  they  got 
in  gold  and  jewels  in  that  room  which  the 
dog  defended,  to  the  value  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  rubles. 

It  was  given  out,  that  the  doftor's  crime 
was,  his  having  treacheroufly  kept  up  coi> 
refpondence  with  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
princes:  However,  few  people  believed  this, 
becaufe  it  never  was  made  evidently  appear  j 
and  in  Ruffia  it  is  well  known,  that,  when 
people  are  unfortunate,  many  crimes  are 
laid  to  their  charge,  of  which  they  are  quite 
innocent. 
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The  above  ftory,  which  is  very  true,  gave 
tne  fo  much  uneafinefs,  that,  I  cannot  deny, 
it  frequently,  not  only  through  the  day  ap- 
peared tome  mbft  horrible,  but  alfo  difturbed 
*ny  fleep  :  Nor  (hall  I  ever  forget  it  fo  long 
^asllive. 

CHAP.    XXXIX. 

.Concerning  the  Citizens  of  Riga,  Courland,   and 
what  happened  there  in  the  Tear  1 750. 

THough  Riga  and  the  inhabitants  are 
very  well  known  to  merchants  and 
fea-faring  people,  yet  many  of  my  readers 
tiidy  be  defirous  co  be  informed  about  them. 
The  inhabitants  of  Riga  afe  a  very  frank, 
kind  people,  and  very  polite  to  (Irangers. 
They  live  by  trade,  and  have,  by  their  poli- 
cy, kept  hitherto  up  a  (hew  of  liberty.  I 
&id,  that  the  city  was  governed  by  four  ma- 
giftrates  ;  but  they  have  alio  a  great  number 
of  counfellors,  and  a  fyndick.  Their  niagi- 
ftrates  have  a  falary  annexed  to  their  office, 
and  they  are  not  permitted  to  trade  during 
their  magiftracy ;  which,  though  eleftive, 
inay  continue  as  long  as  they  live,  providing 
they  pleafe  their  council.  They  have  great 
power  in  the  city ;  but  if  any  think  that  they 
have  not  got  juflice,  they  appeal  to  St  Pe- 
terfburgh,  and  frequently  get  the  magistrates 
fentence  reverled.  They  have  many  cor- 
poral 
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poral  punifhments,  and  inflift  them  with  fe-- 
verity  upon  thofe  who  are  not  of  the  coyiv. 
cil.      I  knew  a  very  bafe  inflance  of  their  ri- 
gour.    An  inn-keeper's  .wife  happened  im- 
prudently to  reflect  upon  the  injustice  of  the 
iyndick,  which  was  reported  to  him.     He 
fummoned  her  and  her  hufband  to  appear/ 
before  the  court ;  and  the  faft  being  proved, 
they  fentenced  the  woman  to  appear  in  the 
market-place,    when    thronged  with  many 
people,  and  there  take  up  her  own  coats,  and 
receive  a  number  of  ladies  upon  her  pofleri- 
ors  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner.     The 
"woman  was   a  very  comely  perfon,  and  a 
mother  of  fome  children  :   Her  hufband  of- 
fered to  pay  a  confiderabJe  fum  of  money* 
to  prevent  fo  (hameful  and  painful  a  puniih- 
ment ;  but  all  would  not  do  ;    (he  was  ob- 
liged to  obey.     If  Che  had  not  fubmitted  tq 
this  vile  fentence,  Che  would  per  force  have 
been  punifhed  in  the  fame  manner,  but  with 
much  more  fevcrity.     The  people  of  Rig^ 
were  obliged  to  be   filent ;    but  the  gentle* 
men  of  the  army,  who  valued  them  not,  and 
foreigners,  ridiculed  them   fo  much  for  ex-r 
pofing  the  fex  in  fo  unbecoming  and  bar-? 
barous  a  manner,  that,  I  dare  fay,  there  has 
pot  been  an  example  of  the  like  nature  fince. 
The  Livonian  Women  arc  very  pretty,  rat 
ther  inclinable  to  be   fat,  but  fine  agreeable 
features.     Their  unmarried  women  are  kept 
in  very  good  order  ;    but  it  is  faid,  that>  afc' 
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ter  marriage,  they  do  not  pay  great  regard 
tp  chaftity,  againft  which  they  offend,  not 
by  flealth,  but  pretty  openly.  Their  ladies  of 
quality  are  very  vain  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time 
polite  to  thofe  who  pay  them  great  refpeft. 
Merchants  wives,  and  other  idle  women, 
are  to  be  feen  at  the  doors  of  their  houfes, 
almoft  through  the  whole  day,  for  no  other 
reafon  than  to  fee  the  gentlemen  pais  by, 
and  receive  their  compliments*  To  fuch  a 
length  is  this  foolifh  cuftom  come,  that  a  man 
fcarcely  can  be  covered  one  moment,  and 
therefore  walk  with  their  hats  under  their 
arms,  like  fo  many  fctits  maitres.  At  my 
firft  arrival  I  took  no  notice  of  thefe  idle 
women  ;  at  which  they  were  affronted,  and 
called  me  an  lingehefliger  Schotlander%  or  an 
ill-bred  Scotchman,  Their  quality  confifts 
of  counts,  barons,  and  gentlemen,  which, 
altogether,  they  term  nobles.  In  Riga  there 
are  three  fuperb  magnificent  churches  of 
the  reformed  Lutheran  religion,  and  one 
chapel  of  the  Puritan,  fupported  chiefly  by 
the  Britifli  merchants.  I  was  once  prefent 
where  it  was  obferved  to  the  Puritan  pallor, 
that  the  Britifli  feldom  went  to  the  church. 
The  pallor  acknowledged  the  fact  ;  but 
faid,  that,  notwithflanding  thereof,  the  Bri- 
tifli were  very  eflential  pillars  to  it ;  becaufe, 
if  it  were  not  for  them,  the  reft  of  thofe  who 
proffefs  their  religion  were  not  able  either  to 
(iphold  the  church,  or  fupport  the  paftor. 
*'  Courland 
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Courland  is  fuch  a  country  as  Xivqhia, 
but  there  are  more  woods  in  it ;  and  I  think 
the  foil  is  better,  and  not  fo  very  fandy.  It 
is  fituated  fouth-weft  from  Livonia,  and  is 
but  a  fmall  dukedom,  fubjeft  to  the  crown 
of  Poland,  though  the  Ruffians,  in  my  time, 
kept  them  greatly  under ;  yet  the  Courlan- 
ders  are  much  more  free  than  the  Livonians, 
and  are  ruled  by  their  own  laws. 

The  people  are  very  like  the  Livonians, 
only  I  imagine  the  peafants  are  not  fuch 
flaves ;  yet  this  I  cannot  certainly  fay,  becaufe, 
though  I  was  twice  in  that  country,  my  time 
was  very  fhort ;  but  I  am  certain,  that  the 
gentry  are  much  more  at  liberty  than  the 
Livonians  ;  for  they  can  go  where,  and  do 
what  they  pleafe ;  and  are  in  their  own 
country  fubjeiH;  to  their  own  laws.  Howe- 
ver, they  have  been  of  late  much  bridled  by 
feventeen  thoufand  Ruffian  troops,  who  lay 
in  Courland  during  the  time  I  was  in  Riga. 

The  Courlanders,  when  their  Duke  wa* 
an  exile,  were  governed  by  four  great  offi- 
cers of  ftate,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the 
Duke  had  been  with  them  :  Under  them 
the  country  is  governed  by  the  gentry, 
many  of  whom  are  appointed  judges,  called 
Landts  Raadts,  or  country  counfellors.  I 
imagine  they  have  greater  powers  than  our 
juftices  of  peace  ;  for  I  have  been  informed, 
that  three  Polilh  gentlemen  can  inflitt  capi- 
tal punifhments  upon  their  boors*     The  e- 
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ibblifhcd  religion  is  Roman  Catholic  ;  but 
they  are  mild  enough  in  Courland  to  thofe 
of  the  reformed ,  I  fulpeft,  however,  that 
this  is  much  owing  to  the  Ruffian  troops  be- 
ing there,  for  many  of  their  officers  are  of 
the  reformed  religion,  who  would  not  have 
borne  any  reftraint  upon  their  religion. 

Courland  and  Livonia  are  very  plentiful 
countries  «    they  have  not  only  enough  for 
thenifelves,   but    are  able   to   export  great 
quantities  of  all  forts  of  grain.     The  capital 
of  Courland  is  but  a  very  imall  city,  without 
any  fortification  :  The  walls  are  all  in  ruins, 
fo  that  you  may  ride  over  them,      I  fufpect 
that  they  are  not  permitted  to  rebuild  them  ; 
but  Riga  is  one  of  the  beft  fortified  cities  I  e- 
ver  faw.    The  citizens  of  Riga  had   a  very 
high  ftro  ng  wall  between  the  city  and  citadel, 
fo  that  it  would  appear  the  citadel  was  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  city,  in  the  time  of 
the  Swedifti  government,  becaufe  the  citadel 
lay  expofed  to  the  cannon  of  the  city  placed 
upon  that  high  wall,  which  effe&ually  cover- 
ed the  city  from  any  attempt  of  the  garrifon 
in  the  citadel :    But  things  are   changed ; 
the  high  wall  is  thrown  down,  and  the  city 
lies  expofed  to  the  cannon  of  the  citadel, 
which  is  feparated  from  the  city  by  a  deep 
broad  fofia,  and  high  walls,  well  ftored  with 
cannon. 

The  late  Earl  of  Hyndford  returned  to  Bri- 
tain through  Riga,  where  he  was  much  ho* 
floured  by  the  good  old  field  marflial.    Theie 
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two  great  men  feemed  to  vie  with  one  ano- 
ther which  of  them  fhould  behave  with  the 
created  politenefs.  I  had  been  honoured 
with  a  letter  from  the  Earl,  acquainting  mef 
chat  he  expe&ed  to  be  in  Riga  on  fuch  a 
<Iay,  and  defiring  that  I  would  not  be  ab- 
fent.  I  obtained  lfeave  from  |the  field  mar- 
shal to  go  about  twenty  miles  out  of  the  city 
to  meet  the  EarL  We  arrived  at  Riga  late, 
but  the  count  had  ordered  one  gate  to  be  left 
open,  that  the  Earl  might  meet  with  no  ftop, 
a  piece  of  politenefs  that  was  never  (hown  to 
any  before.  When  the  Earl  arrived,  he  fent 
bis  fecretary  with  compliments  to  the  count; 
the  count  returned  that  ceremony  by  one  of 
his  general  adjutants.  Next  day  the  Earl 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  count.  The  old  gentleman 
took  that  fo  well,  that  he  went  .down  (lairs, 
and  (aw  the  Earl  placed  in  his  coach  ;  nor 
would  he  be  hindered.  Not  fatisfied  with 
this,  he  had  ordered  his  own  coach  to  be 
got  inreadinefs,  he  went  into  it,  and  order- 
ed to  drive  immediately  behind  the  Earl's 
coach  to  the  houfe  where  he  lodged,  un- 
known to  the  Earl,  who  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  with  the  novelty  of  this  piece  of  po- 
litenefs. When  the  count  was  going- to  re- 
turn, the  Earl  propofed  to  convoy  him  to 
hi«  cattle  ;  but  this  the  count  would 'not  per- 
mit, telling  the  Earl,  that  if  he  did  fo,they 
would  be  obliged  to  drive  after  one  another 
through  the  (Ireets-of  Riga  the  whole  day  % 
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for,  faid  he,  I  am  determined  to  pay  the  hft 
vifit,  having  failed,  by  your  Lordfhip's  a* 
lertnefs,  to  pay,  the  firft,  which  good  man- 
ners obliged  me  to  have  done*  Count  Lacy 
had  a  very  fincere  friendfhip  for  the  late  Karl 
of  Hyndford,  which  he  feemed  to  take  plea- 
fore  in  acknowledging  in  a  very  Angular  and 
often tatious  manner,  upon  every  occafion 
which  offered  ;  and  which  I  was  afTured  he 
never  had  done  to  any  before,  nor  in  my 
time  of  ferving  in  that  army.  Next  day 
the  Earl  crofTed  the  river  Dwina  in  a  great 
ftorm  of  wind  and  rain,  when  the  river  was 
running  thick  with  ice,  in  company  with  the 
late  Mr  Freir  furgeon  to  the  Ruffian  guards, 
who  was  returning  to  his  native  country, 
and  my  late  brother,  who  was  killed  at  the 
Moro  Caftle,  and  his  fecnetary.  When  they 
were  in  the  middle  of  the  river*  they  ftruck 
againft  a  board  of  ice,  by  which  means  a 
plank  was  flatted  from .  the  bow,  which* 
though  a  new  boat,  let  in  much  water.  No 
doubt,  they  were  all  in  danger  ;  yet  none 
could  obferve  that  the  Earl  was  in  the  leaft 
alarmed.  The  boat-men  had  fome  fifh  in 
the  fore  end,  which  were  wafhed  in  with  the 
water.  The  fecretary  feeing  fifh,  roared 
out,  that  they  would  be  all  loft,  b^caufe,  faid 
he,  there  are  numbers  of  fifh  already  in  the 
boat..  The  country  people  were  carrying 
over  fome  grains  to  feed  their  cattle,  which 
was  thrown  into  the  river*     Mr  Freir  had  it* 
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the  boat  a  trunk,  in  which  he  kept  his  moft 
-valuable  papers;  He  imagined  that  they 
Iiad  thrown  oat  hte  trunk,  and  exprefled, 
upon  that  occasion,  the  utmoft  indignation 
and  furpfife,  till  he  wa£  aiTured  that  his 
trunk  Was  ftill  fafe;  however,;  though  with 
-difficulty,  they  got  all  fafe  to  the  other  fide; 


d  H  A  P.     XL; 

.    Concerning  the  Garrifm  at  Riga,  &c# 

I  SAID  before  that  t  haid  no  difficulty, 
though  very,  much  fatigue  with  the  ar- 
my, but  it  wa*  quite  otherwise  with  the 
garrifon.  iti  the  Spring  feafon  the  fcurvy  . 
raged  With  the  greateft  violence,*  and  fweep-1 
ed  away  many  inen  %  ychi  may  read  my  de- 
scription of  it  irt  Dr  Lihd  on  the  fcurvy 
page  338;  When  I  few  what  dtfrnal  ha- 
Vock  this  difeafe  wotild  make  in  the  garrifon, 
I  regrcted  the  Want  bf  gardens,  where  freftt 
herbsy  and  excellent  Vegetables  might  have 
been  fturfed  tip  for  the  life  of  the  fick.  One 
6f  the  furgeons  was  hoheft  enough  to  tell 
me,  after  taking  my  pf omife  not  to  difcover 
pry  atrthor,  that  the  great  father  of  Ruflia, 
Peter v  had  not  forgotten  the  garrifon  hofpi- 
tah  of  Riga,  andf  fhowed  me  that  one  acre  of 
land  was  by  that  great  Emperor  allotted  to 
each  hofpital,  but  added  tliat  the  phyfician 
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would  not  enter  into  any  difpute  with  tht 
fuperior  .  officers  of  the  regiments.  Th  ie 
gardens. were  at  that  time  dreiTed  up  for  ihe 
ufe  of  the  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  and 
majors,  aod  the  hofpitals  for  which  they 
were  defigned  had  not  .the  fmalleft  ufe  of 
them.  I  thanked  the  furgeon  for  his  infor- 
mation,  and  aflured  him  that  I  was  deter- 
mined, in  fpite  of  any  oppofition  I  could 
meet  with,  to  get  the  gardens  reftored  to 
the  fick.  Accordingly  I  went  dire&ly  to 
the  garrifon  chancery,  arid  demanded  to  fee 
the  books  in  which  the  garrifon  hofpitals 
were  inftituted.  This  the  fecretary  could 
not  deny ;  there  I  found  out  that  to  each 
hofpital  was  allotted  an  acre  of  ground  for 
the  ufe  of  the. fick,  and  was  ordained  to  be 
drefled  by  the  foldiers  belonging  to  the  gar- 
rifon :  When  I  was  in  pofleffion  of  fo  good 
authority,  1  reprefented  the  miferable  fitua- 
tion  of  the  hofpital  to  the  Field-marfhal.  He 
returned  me  thanks  for  my  care,  and  defir- 
ed  me  to  give  into  his  chancery  a  petition  re- 
prefenting  the  (late  of  the  hofpitals,  and  de- 
manding the  gardens  to  be  reftored,  purely 
for  the  ufe!  of  the  fick.  In  doing  this  I 
loft  no  time  ;  accordingly  the  gardens  were 
inftantly  reftored,,  and  orders  iflued  that  the 
commiflaries  fhould  be  anfwerable  for  any 
the  leaft  embezzlement.  Any  one  may  fee 
that  I  muft  meet  with  no  friendfhip  from  the 
principal  officers   who   had   furreptitioufly 
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fcized  upon  thefe  gardens :  And  Dr  Graff 
was' affronted  that  I  had  not  acquainted  him 
before '  I  proceeded  fo  far.  I  valued  very  * 
little  any  thin£  they  could  aft  againft  me, 
and  threatned  to  report  the  affair  to  the  me* 
dicine  chancery,  which  quieted  them. 

Now  I  began  In  earneft  to  projeft  my  ex- 
it out  of  Ruffia.  My  wife  had  born  four 
fons,  three  of  whom  were  living.  I  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  letting  my.  chil- 
dren have  a  chance  of  lofing  their  liberty, 
which  undoubtedly  they  would  run  the  rifque 
of,  if  I  had  happened  to  die  before  they 
attained  the  ufe  of  their  reafo'n,  and  had  re- 
folution  to  infift  upoh  their  right.  I  repre- 
fented  their  cafe  and  the  views  I  had  to  their 
mother,  and  let  her  fee  the  neceffity  there 
was  for  her  going  to  Scotland  with  her  chil- 
dren, alluring  her  that  I  would  return  to  it 
next  year.  She  very  frankly  agreed  to  my 
plan.  I  then  went  to  my  good  commander 
the  Field-marfhal,  and  told  him  that  it  was 
neceflary  for  my  wife  and  children  to  be 
fent  to  the  care  of  my  relations  in  Scotland, 
and  therefore  I  begged  that  he  would  be- 
friend me,  without  much  trouble,  to  grant 
them  proper  pafTports,  telling  him  that  I 
had  at  that  time  one  of  the  beft  opportunities 
of  fending  them  with  Captain  Scot  for  Dun- 
dee. He  moft  Readily  granted  the  pafTports, 
and  I  loft  no  time  in  fending  them  away, 
fyf y  eldeft  foh.  was  feven  years  old-,  my  fcconci 
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was  one  year  and  fiv<?  months,  my  you  qgeft 
(named  Piercy  after  the  Field~marfhal   who 
flood   godfather  for   him)     Wjas  pnly   jtwq 
months*     Probably   this  Will  be  thought  9 
barbarous  action  by  fonje,  tq  (end  a  young 
prqgran  with  three  infants  jntp  a  country, 
where  ft^e  was  an  abiblute  ftranger:  But  I 
a^p  pri?tty  certain  that  when  eyeyy  thing 
is  c^oniidered,   the  judicipp?   p^rt  of  man- 
,jcind,    wiU  he  of    opinion  that    J'  £&ed 
ATCiy  rigHf^  >a?  ky  f^ls  aftion,  J  preferyed  all 
our.jtber^^,    I  rifqued  very  ;  great  hard- 
ftups  to.  preferve  them.  I  rifqued  every  thing 
valuable  to  imyfelf  for  their  fafeties  ;  I  fent 
them  to  the  psjre  of  n?y  faf^er,  and  tq  a 
country  where  they  could  be  educated  in 
principles,  which  I  always  had  judged  beft; 
and  I  provided  fqr  the  liberty  of  thofe  not 
then  bornl     It  is  evident  that  I  placed  my- 
fejf  in  the  gap,  find  counted  nothing  too 
dear  tq   deliver  them  froin   bopdage.      I 
cannot  exprefs  th£  anxiety  I  was  in  at  part- 
ing, and  indeed,  which  continue^  till  1  faw 
them;  for  I  imagine  I  was  in  no  fmall  jeo- 
pardy as  the  fequel  will  prpve.'    J  was  ob- 
liged to.  bear  the  impertinent  taunts  and  re- 
ppa^p^  of  (everal  people,  ignorant  of  the 
yajue  I  put  on   liberty,  at  fending  them  a- 
way  5  however  the  great  inquietudes  and 
commotlqns  in  my  mind  got  fome  relief  u\ 
akqqt  jhree  months  thereafter,,  when  I  re- 
ceired  abetter  from  my  wife  acquainting  g*e 
••••-.       '.       .  that 
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that  they  were*  all  f^fely  aftived  in  Scotland, 
and  in  good  health. 

My fmallfamrly being  nowfafely  aMved 
in  Scotland*  J  confidered  th?t  my  petitions, 
from  Aftrachan  had  never  been  honoured 
with  any  anfiver  ;  therefore  determined  tq 
petition  for  my  difcharge  from  the  (prvice  ; 
or  if  that  could  not  conveniently  be  agreed 
jto,  I  demanded  one  year  to  go  fgr  Scotland, 
where  my  fapiily  then  was,  in  prder  fo  put 
my  affairs  iti  a  regular  way,  that  fliy  wife 
and  infants  might  not  be  liable  to  fufifer  any 
hardfliip  by  my  abfence  :  Such  3  petition  t 
fcnt  off  foon  after  I  was  -afldred  that  they 
were  arrived  in  Scotland;  that  they  hi  die 
chancery  might  bavp,  according  to  the  re- 
gulations, one  half  year  to  provide  themr 
ielves  with  another  in  my  place. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft,  a  mofl  danger 
rous  fire  broke  out  in  a  brewer's  houfe  built 
to  the  fide  of  a  magazine  of  hemp,  which 
was  contiguous  to  the  greateft  powder  ma^ 
gazine  \n  Riga.  Upon  this  occafion,  the  ci- 
tizens were  in  very  great  eohfqfion,  the 
gates  of  the  city  were  all  fhut,  and  none 
wa?  permitted  either  to  go  in  or  out.  The 
good  ok)  Field-marfhal  had  been  complain- 
ing, but  upon  this  occafion,  he  went  out, 
and  ftqod  upon  the  magazine  of  powder 
{luring  the  whole  time,  though  a  cold 
night,  and  gave  out  his  orders  for  extin- 
guifiiing  the  fire,    I  attempted  to  get  to  Km, 
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but  could  not,  the  multitude,  hurry,  and 
confuflon  was  fo  great.  The  danger  was. 
very  dreadful,  but  by  the  pare  of  our  field- 
marfhal  it  was  at  lad  extinguilhed.  The 
generals  flocked  all  about  him,  promifed  to 
do  every  thing  to  get  it  extinguifhed,  if  he 
would  retire  to  the  caftle,  but  he  would  not, 
faying,  that  if  Riga  the  metropolis  was 
blown  up,  he  would  not  furvive  it.  By 
the  vigorous  application  of  the  foldiers,  un- 
der the  eye  of  their  field-marftial,  it  was  at 
laft  extinguifliecl,  with  the  lofs  only  of  one 
houfe,  although  every  one  was  expe&ing',  e- 
very  moment,  that  they  would  be  blown  up 
in  the  air  :  But  it  was  the  caufe  of  a  fever 
to  the  good  old  count,  which,  though  he- 
recovered  it,  was  the  caufe  of  a  cachexy, 
which  at  laft  fent  him  to  his  grave.  Next 
morning  he  infifted  upon  being  blooded 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all  the  phyficians, 
and  from  this  time,  he  continued  in  a  very 
dangerous  way,  till  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember, when  he  recovered  fome  ftrength. 
In  the  time  of  his  illnefs,  e*prefles  were  fent 
to  St  Peterfhurgh  frequently  with  reports  of 
his  (late. of  health;  at  laft,  it  was  the  opk 
nion  of  all  the  medical  people,  that  he 
qught  not  to  he  troubled  with  any  bufinefs  ; 
we  communicated  our  opinion  to  himj  and 
begged  that  we  might  be  permitted  to  men- 
tion it,  -in  our  next  report  to  the  cabinet, 
^P  which  he  confirmed*    Accordingly  Prince. 

Dolgaruka, 

Digitized  by  VjUUvlv. 


TRAVEL  &         6if 

Dolgaruka  our  vice  or  deputy  governor  wafc 
ordered  to  take  care  of  the'  affairs  of  the 
province,  aftd  fotfr  generals  were  command* 
ed  to  take  care  of  the  army.  At  kft^  he 
was  (b  far  recovered,  that  oft  new  year's  day 
he  went  into  a  great  hall  whertf  many  hun- 
dreds of  officers  uled  to  go  to  do  btifinefe, 
pay  their  refpe&s  to  the  good  old  count,  of 
fee  their  friends.  When  the  count  appear- 
ed drefled  in  a  brocade  fuit  of  cloaths  with 
his  fword  by  his  fide,  and  in  all  his  differ- 
ent orders,  the  gendemen  (houted  for  }of 
to  fee  once  more  the  perfon  who  had  led 
them,  every  where  victorious,  again  ft  their 
enemies.  The  count  was  extremely  well 
pleafed  w|th  this  mark  of  their  love  to  him, 
and  flood  fpeaking  to  them  fo  long  that  I 
obferved  him  {baking.  I  went  to  him,  and 
put  him  in  mind  of  his  weaknefs.  He 
turned  to  the  gentlemen  and  told  them  that 
his  own  feeblenefs,  and  the  do&or's  com- 
mands, as  he  thought  proper  to  exprefl* 
himfelf,  would  not  permit  him  to  flay  long- 
er there,  made  a  bow,  and  retired  for  the 
laft  time  from  the  gentlemen  of  the  army, 
who  truly  adored  him.  That  day  arrived  in 
Riga,  in  his  way  to  St  Peter/burgh,  an  am- 
bafTador  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  who  din- 
ed with  the  fiejd-marfhal.  When  he  arrived 
in  St  Peterfburgb  he  reported  that  the  count 
,was  much  recovered,  and  had,  he  hoped,  e- 
fcaped  all  danger :  But  by  the  time  he  reach- 
ed 
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cd  St  feterfbtirgh  the  cafe  was  quite  odber- 
ways ;  for  that  ycty  night,  aft$r  thfe  ambaf- 
ftdor  had  left  him,  he  relapfed  ;  nor  did  be 
crer  recover  it, 

Whten  the  Emprefs  received  fuch  agreeable 
iiews*  (be  fent  orders  to  the  war-office,  that 
they  fliould  require  the  count  to  take  the 
Command  of  the  anny^  and  congratulate 
him  ont  his  recovery.  JSy  the  time  thefe  or- 
ders arrived  in  Riga  the  count  was  worfe  by 
much,  and  took  it  ill  of  the  counpil  of  war 
to  require  hirri,  when  in  fo  feeble  a  ftate,  to 
take  the  command*  He  ofdeped  the  fecrc- 
tary  to  return  fpr  ahfwer,  tfyat  he  had  taken 
the  command ;  rior  (hould  he  ever  part  with 
it  again  till  death  parted  them :  That  akho' 
he  was  no  longer  able  to  ride  on  horfeback, 
he  was  determined  to  go  where-ever  it  fhould 
be  found  ndceflary,  carried  in  a  litter* 

At  this  time  it  was  ftrorig-ly  reported,  that, 
fearly  in  the  fprifig,  we  fliould  be  ordered 
to  march  agairift  the  Pruffians  :  But  it  is  , 
tvell  known,  that  the  differences  were  ami- 
cably made  up  between  the  courts  of  St  Pe* 
terfburgh  and  Berlin  at  thait  time,  I  was 
prefent  when  the  count  gave  thefe  orders  to 
his  fecretary  j  but  fcarce.had  he  done,  when 
the  pofl-ixl after  brought  a  great  bag  of  let8 
ters  ;  I  foras  informed  that  the  number  ex- 
ceeded one  hundred.  Upon  feeing  fuch  a 
number,  we,  who  were  not  intereftcd,  re* 

„   tired, 
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tired,  and  there  remained  with  the  count  only 
one  or  two  of  his  foos  in-law  to  read  the  con- 
tents. After  a  fljort  tin»e  I  was  deilred  to 
vifit  the  count,  and  was  told  that  jthe  bufi- 
ne(s  was  ended :  I  did  fof  and  found  Mm. 
much  fatigued  with  reading  letters  of  con*  . 
gratulation  on  his  recovery  ;  the  caufe  of 
which  happened  ip  the  following  manner : 
I  was  informed  by  undoubted  authority ,  that 
when  the  Empreis  got  notice  of  the  count's 
recovery,  (he  exprefled  as  great  fatisfa&ion 
as  if  he  had  been  her  father  ;  and  with  great 
joy  ordered  the  above-mentioned  orders  to 
be  fent :  That  General  Apraxin,  who  ex- 
petted  to  get  a  marfhal's  ftaff  by  the  army, 
and  fome  of  bis  friends,  accofted  the  Em- 
prefs,  telling  her,  that  the  field-marfhal  was 
worn  out  with  age,  and,  at  his  time  of  life, 
was  unable  to  xommand  £6  great  an  army  as 
was  in  Livonia.  They  therefore  counfelled 
her  to  appoint  p>unt  Lacy  governor-general 
of  the  conquered  provinces  only,  and  confti- 
tute  another  field-marfhal  by  the  army* 
Whether  the  Emprefs  faw  through  their  de- 
fign,  or  whether  (he  afted  according  to  the 
di&ates  of  her.  own  reafon,  I  (hall  not  de- 
termine ;  but  her  gracious  aofwer  was,  That, 
from  all  accounts  which  (he  had  ever  got, 
Count  Lacy  had  at  all  times  behayed  him-  . 
fclf  fiddly  ap.a  man  of  the  woft  unblemif^i- 
ed  honour  :  That  (he  defied  any  prefent  to 
produce  one  (ingle  inftance  to  the  contrary : 
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That  no  complaint  had  ever  been  made  a* 
gain  ft  him,  either  from  the  army  oi-   pro- 
vinces ;    but  tha,t  (he  was  well  allured  that 
he  was  revered  as  their  father:  That  as  he 
had  ferved  her  father,   his  fuccefTors,   and 
herfelf,  without  blemifh,  (he  was  determined 
to  maintain  him  in  all  his  places  of  high  truft 
and  honour  as  long  as  he  lived  i  And  that  if 
any  durft  attempt  after  that  time,  to  difluade 
her  from  that  refolution,  (he  was  determined 
to  make  fuch  feel  the  utmoft  weight  of  her 
refentment*     Thefe  laft  words,  it  is  faid,  (he 
exprefled  With  fuch  an  air,  as  made  them  all 
tremble.     They  flunk  off;  and  all  the  cour- 
tiers, and  others,  who  heard  of  it,  wrote  let- 
ters of  congratulation,  and  afked  and  return- 
ed  thanks   for   favours-     This   great  good 
man  continued  daily  to  lofe  his  ftrength  till 
the  19th  of  April  1 751,  when  he  died,  uni- 
verfally  lamented  by  all  who  had  the  honour 
of  his  acquaintance.     His  two  fons  arrived 
fome  months  before  his  death,  and  attended 
him  carefully  till  his  laft.     The  eldeft  re- 
mained at   Riga  when  I  left  that  city,  but 
the  youngeft,  who  is  at  prefent  field-maiihal 
to  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  returned  foon 
after  his  father's  death  to  Vienna.     Count 
Lacy  left  Ireland  when  1 3  years  of  age,  an 
>en(ign  in  King  James  VII.'s  army,  and  retir- 
ed to  France,  where  he  ferved  fome  years.  He 
ferved  fix  years  in  the  Emperor  of  Germany's 
army,  and  entered  into  the  Ruffian  fervice  as 
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major  in  the  guards,  fometime  before  the 
battle  of  Narva  ;  and  I  was  informed  that  it 
was  owing  to  his  deftroying  the  roads  in 
the  rear  of  the  Ruffian  fugitives,  which  pre- 
vented the  Swedes  from  purfuing,  and  ma- 
king a  inore  terrihle  carnage  :  From  which 
time  he  fervcd  ever  victorious,  and  greatly 
in  favour  of  all  the  crowned  heads,  and 
much  refpeded  by  all  good  men  till  his 
death. 

It  is  needled  here  to  trouble  the  reader 
with  the  many  altercations  which  happened 
betwixt  the  malicious  Dr  Graff  and  me.  It 
is  enough  to  obferve,  that  he  had  accufed 
me  of  impo(fibiHtiesft  and  falfely ;  which  I 
had  well  attefted  by  the  late  field-marfhal, 
and '  other  refpedtahle  people  in  the  army  ; 
and  what  related  to  the  medical  affairs,  I  had 
attefted  \fy  the  phyfician  of  the  army,  and 
all  the  garrifon  furgeong.  In  fhort,  I  pro- 
pofed  to  the  moft  imperious  and  unjuft  Hol- 
lander, Kaw  Boerhaave,  to  have  our  affairs 
tried  by  a  court-martial,  when  I  was  certain, 
fupported  only  by  the  regulations  qf  Peter 
the  Great,  I  fliould  have  little  trouble  in  ren- 
dering him  incapable  to  lerve  in  Ruffia,  or 
any  Other  well  regulated  nation.  And  what 
refpe&ed  his  prattice  of  medicine,  I  doubted 
not  would  be  readily  condemned  by  all  the 
univerfities  in  Europe,  to  whom  I  was  ready 
to  appeal.  The  fear  of  this  hindered  him 
from    caufing    the  furgeons  keep    regular 

books 
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books  in  the  hofpitab  ;  but  I  had  abundance 
of  teftimonials  of  his  mal-pra&ice,  and  of  his 
either  lettting  the  foldiers  be    ftarved,  or  fed 
with  fmall  portions  of  rotten   fifti,   fome  of 
which  I  keep  to  this  day,  as  a  cur iofity. 

■I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  my  frequent 
fol licit ations  concerning  thefe  affairs  haften- 
ec^the  happy  time  of  receiving  my  difchargc 
From  the  lervice.     On  the  3d  of  April  the 
field-marftial  caufed  read  my  difcharge,  which 
indeed  makes  very  honourable  mention  of  my 
long  fervices  ;  then  he  caufed  [read  a  memo- 
rial from  the  medicinachancery  to  him,  which 
I  was  not  expecting,  requiring,  that  before 
my  difbharge  fhould  be  given  to  me,  I  fhould 
be  obliged  to  fign  a  paper,  binding  myfelf 
to  return  to  the  fervice  in  the  fpace  of  one 
year,  acquainting  him  that  my  pjace'  in  the 
army  could  not  be  kept  vacant  during  fo 
long  time.     As  I  had  lately  obtained  my  de- 
grees as  phyfician,  it  was  required  that  I 
fhould,  before  I  left  the  country,  acquaint 
the  archiator  or  chancery  in  what  poft*  or 
place  I  was  willing  to  ferve.      The  good 
field-marfhal  then  aiked  me,  If  I  was  refol* 
ved  to  go  by  land  ?     I  anfwered,  that  I  in- 
tended to  wait  till  the  fhipping  arrived,  be- 
caufe  the  journey  by  land  would  be  very  ex* 
penfive.     Then  he  returned  my  difcharge 
and  the  memorial  to  the  fecretary,  faying, 
that,  as  I  intended  to  (lay  Co  long,  he  ex- 
pe&cd  I  would  aflift  him  with  my  advice  and 
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attendance  as  long  a*  I  remained,  and  that  it 
was  but  reafonable  I  fliould  receive  my  fala- 
ry  as  formerly  for  fuch  trouble.  A  few  days 
before  the  field-marfhal  died,  a  report  was 
figned  by  Dr  Shilling,  phyfician  to  the  army, 
and  myfelf,  declaring,  that  it  was  our  for- 
rowful  opinion,  that  the  field-marfhal  could 
not  put  off  many  days  longer ;  that  all  hopes 
of  his  recovery  were  at  an  end.  Upon  re- 
ceipt of  this,  all  written  affairs  were  fealed 
up,  and  a  report,  fent  to  the  Emprefi  by  the 
vice-governor  and  generals  of  the  army. 

On  the  1 9th,  prefently  after  the  field-mar- 
(hal's  death,  as  I  was  going  to  the  caftle,  I 
met  the  fecretary,  who  delivered  to  me  my 
difcharge,  without  requiring  any  conditions, 
at  which  I  was,  no  doubt,  extremely  glad  : 
But  when- the  field-marflhaPs  papers  were  un- 
fealed,  the  memorial,  which  I  took  notice  of 
formerly,  was  found  amongft  them.  Prince 
Dolgaruka,  the  vice-governor  and  my  patient, 
\  fent  for  me,  and  required  that  I  fhould  fign 
a  paper,  obliging  myfelf  to  return  in  the 
fpace  of  one  year.  I  anfwered,  that,  if  that 
had  been  defired  before  I  had  received  my 
difcharge,  I  would  have  complied,  and  ivould 
alio  have  kept  my  word  with  as  much  truth 
as  I  had  ferved  long  fifteen  years ;  but  faid, 
that,  as  I  had  now  got  my  difcharge,  I  though 
it  unreafonable  in  the  chancery  to  afk  a  free 
man  to  oblige  himfelf  to  be  bound  to  any 
country.     The  prince  told  me,  that  he  could 
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not  anfwer  to  let  me  go  till  he  heard  from 
the  chancery,  or  till  I  gave  him  fuch  a  wri- 
ting. Thus  we  parted,  ever  in  great  friends 
(hip. 

All  the  pitizens  of  Riga  mourned  for  the 
lofs  of  the  late  field-marftial,  and  tolled  their 
jbells  eight  days.  The  army  were  not  be- 
hind them  in  exprefling  their  grief ;  and  J 
lamented  his  death  with  as  much  fince- 
rity  as  is  poffible  for  a  human  breaft.  I 
had  great  reafon,  for  I  had  loft  a  moft  fin  * 
cere  and  potent  friend,  one  who  would  and 
could  have  effe&ually  protected  me  againft 
all  the  force  of  the  medicine  chancery,  who 
very  foon  began  %p  let  me  fee  that  they  in- 
tended to  jump  over  the  lacred  walls  of  ho- 
nour, juftice,  and  truth,  and,  contrary  to 
all  laws  human  and  divine,  rob  jpe  of  my 
falary,  and  even  my  liberty,  notwithstanding 
{he  difcharge  they  had  given  me,  making  the 
moft  honourable  mention  of  my  long  fervir 
ces ! 

At  the  time  when  my  difcharge  was  firft 
received,  the  field-marfhal  faid,  that  as  I  had 
been  long  abfent  from  Britain,  he  thought  a 
declaration  from  him  concerning  my  fervices 
in  Ruflia,  with  his  fubfeription  and  feal, 
might  be  of  fervice  to  me.  I  could  do  no 
left  dian  return  him  thanks  for  his  kindnefs, 
Wid  told  him,  that  I  thought  I  would  be 
much  honoured  by  it.  He  faid,  that  if  I  want- 
pd  to  ferve  any  where  in  Europe,  he  doub^- 
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ed  not  that  it  would  be  a  good  introduction; 
but  was  afraid  it  would  not  have  much 
weight  in  Great  Britain,  where  he  lamented 
that  every  poft  or  place  was  bought  and  (old, 
a  very  fmall  value  being  fet  upon  qualifica- 
tions. Accordingly  he  ordered  hid  fecretary 
to  make  out  a  teftimonial  in  the  Frerich  lan- 
guage, which  I  retain,  and  value  it  very 
much,  but  have  never  made  ufe  of  it. 


G  H  A  P.     XLL 

Concerning  my  Tranfa&iom  and  Eftafe,  after  t 
had  got  my  Difcharge. 

HAVING  now  got  my  difcharge,  1  wrote 
a  letter  to  Dr  Kaw  Boerhaave,  begging 
that  he  would  canfe  payment  be  made  to  me, 
agreeable  to  Peter  the  Great's  regulations,  of 
my  falary  due  by  the  medicine  chancery,  ao 
quainting  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  had 
fent  a  petition  to  the  medicine  chancery  for 
that  purpofe.  I  waited  one  month  in  vain 
for  an  anfwer,  and  then  wrote  another  letter 
to  Dr  Condoidy,  vice-prefident  at  that  time 
in  the  chancery,  in  which  the  nature  of  Jthe 
fubjeft  obliged  me  to  refleft  upon  the  little 
notice  taken'  of  my  petition  and  letter  fent  to 
the  archiator ;  this  I  did  with  all  decency : 
But  the  chancery,  no  doubt  well  knowing 
that  ihey  might  have  been  obliged  to  pay  me 

out 
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out  of  their  own  pockets,  at  this  time  Cent 
"one,  the  moft  unprecedented  order  to  Prince 
Dolgaruka  that  ever  was  heard  of,  except  pof- 
fibly,  from  a  board  of  inquifition.     It  com- 
manded the  prince  not  to  permit  me  to  go 
from  Riga  till  he  received  further  orders : 
This  order  was  received  the  latter  end  of 
May.     A  fecond  order,  Hill  more  furprifing, 
was  received  from  (aid  chancery  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  June.     It  commanded  the  Prince 
to  fend  me  from  Riga  to  St  Peterfburgh  on 
my  own  charges,  and  to  take  from  under 
my  hand  an  obligation,  that  I  fhould  fet  out 
from  Riga  upon  a  certain  day ;  that  I  fhould 
go   by  a  certain  ro^d  ;    and  laftly,  that  I 
fliould  be  in  St  Peterfburgh,  and  appear  in 
the  chancery,  againft  fuch  a  day  as  I  (hould 
fix.     I  needed  no  ipe&acles  to  fee  into  the 
defign  of  fuch  an  inhumane  and  unprece- 
dented order,  and  I  hinted  no  lefs  to  the 
Prince,  who  could  not  deny  diat  it  looked 
as  if  they  defigned  to  feize  me  by  the  road, 
and  he  fiQcerely  condoled  with  me.     I  ob- 
ftrved  to  the  prince,  that  he  was  ordered  to 
let  me  go  from  Riga,  but  not  until  I  had 
figned  fuch  an  obligation  as  the  chancery  de- 
manded :  He  aflented  to  the  truth  of  this  j 
then  I  put  him  in  remembrance  of  the  care 
1  had  taken  of  himfelf  and  family,  and  only 
delired  a  few  days,  till  I  had  laid  my  diftrefs 
be i ore  the  Britifli  minifter,  who,  I  imagined, 
could  not  fail  to  give  me  his  prote&ion,  be- 

So 
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fore  he  the  prince  made  a  report  to  the  chan- 
cery, telling  him,  that  1  alfo  would  petition 
the  chancery  for  juftice,  and  fend  it  with  his 
report.     To  all  this  he  agreed,     I  then  fent 
off  a  letter  to  our  minifter  Mr  Guy  Dickens, 
and  related  all  my  grievances,  and  only  de- 
fired  that  he  would  make  it  known  to  the  Em-* 
prefs,  or  get  the  grand  chancellor  to  bring 
me  to  St  Peterfburgh  in  fafety,   where,  I 
doubted  not,  that  I  fhould  make  my  ene- 
mies much  afhamed  of  their  a&ions,  and  ve- 
ry probably  punifhed.     I  obferyed  to  the 
minifter,  that,  as  a  Britifh  fubjeft,  I  thought 
I  had  a  right  to  demand  his  protection,  to 
fee  that  juftice  was  done  me,  which  if  he  did, 
I  had  no  reafon  to  be  in  the  leaft  afraid  of 
any  thing  they  could  do.  At  the  fame  time,  I 
wrote  to  an  acquaintance  in  St  Peterflburgh, 
and  defired  him  to  fpeak  with  the  Britifh  mi- 
nifter,   and   immediately  fend    me   notice, 
what  he  intended  to  do.     By  the  courle  of 
•  the  poft,  I  received  an  anfwer  from  my  friend, 
telling  me  that  he  had  fpoken  with  the  mini- 
fter, who  faid,  that,  if  I  would  come  to  St 
Peterfburgh,  he  then  would  proted:  me,  but 
could  not  at  that  diftance  !  and  that  he  never 
defigned  to  write  m$  on.e  lcrap.k     I  could 
fcarcely  believe  that  a  minifter  from  Britain 
would,  or  indeed  durft  negled:  the  fecurity  of 
one  of  their  matter's  fubjefts  ;  but  in   this  \ 
was  miftaken.     I  could  not  fooix  find  out; 
4K  the 
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the  caufe  of  Mr  Guy  Dickens'  indifference, 
efpecially  as  I  waited  on  him  when  he  pafled 
through  Riga,  and  offered  him  any  fervices 
which  were  in  my  power :  He  alfo  in  his 
turn  promifed  to  do  me  any  kindnefs    he 
could  ;  but,  upon  reflection,  I  fuppofe  that 
the  fright  he  was  put  into  at  the  court  of  Swe- 
den, a  few  years  before  this  period,  deterred 
him  from  protecting  me ;  but  it  is  evident 
to  every  per  (on,  that  the  c^fes  were  extreme- 
ly different ;  for  in  Sweden  it  was  faid,  that 
he  received  under  his  prote&ion  a  perfoa 
who  had  been  plotting  againft  the  govern- 
ment, and  my  affair  was  private,  relating  only 
to  my  jult  demands.     Thank  heaven,  I  was 
fo  far  from  being  one  of  fuch  charafter,  that 
at  this  day,  if  I  was  informed  of  any  harm  to 
come  upon  Ruflia,  I  would  lofe  no  time  in 
contributing  all  in  my  power  for  its  fafety  ; 
and    I  am  not  afhamed  to  declare,  that  I 
honour  Ruflia  next  to  my  own  native  coun- 
try. 

Finding  no  longer  fafety  in  Riga,  having 
fealed  up  all  my  chefts,  and  fecured  what 
money  I  had  in  that  country,  I  privately  left 
Riga,  entered  into  a  Britifli  fliip,  and  fafely 
Arrived,  on  the  1 5th  day  of  Auguft  in  Dun- 
dee, to  my  great  fatisfa&ion.  I,  foon  after 
my  arrival, went  to  my  wife  and  children,  who 
were  agreeably  furprifed,  not  having  been  in- 
formed that  I  intended  to  come  home  at  that 

time. 
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time.     Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  applied  to  the 
late  Earl  of  Hyndford  (having  been  inform- 
ed, by  letters  received  from  Riga,  that  Prince 
Dolgaruka  would  not  let  my  baggage  be  lent 
to  Scotland)  for  relief,  who  moft  readily  re- 
quired from  me  a  fpecies  fa&i,  and  fent  it  off 
with  a  memorial  from  himielf  to  the  Grand 
Chancellor  Beftucheff.  Though  the  Earl  was 
then  at  Carmichael-houfe,  and  vefted  with  no 
public  character,  fo  much  regard  was  paid 
to  his  powerful  reprefentation  at  the  court  of 
St  Peterfburgh,  that  a  very  threatening  order 
was  fent  to  Prince  Dblgaruka  to  fend  off  my 
baggage  in  all  hafte,  and  with  all  care.    The 
prince  was  fo  alarmed  with  the  faid  order, 
that  Mr  Wallace,  the  only  Scots  m after  re- 
.  maining  at  Riga,    was  ordered  to  receive 
them  on  board  his  (hip,  though  he  fcarcely 
had  room,  who  brought  them  fafely  to  Aber- 
brothock  in\the  faixie  year  in  which  I  came 
home.     From  this  it  appears,  that  a  proper 
minifter  can  do,  not  only  great  good  to  his 
country  in  general,  but  to  every  individual 
belonging  to  it ;  fo  that  had  the  Earl  been 
in  St  Peterfburgh  when  I  left  Riga,  I  would 
have  had  no  great  difficulty  in  getting  all 
my  arrears  paid  up  ;  whereas  I  loft  not  on- 
ly all  my  juft  demands,   but  much  precious 
time,  by  the  inadiion  or  timid  difpofition  ot 
Mr  Guy  Dickens.     My  claim,  however,  be* 
log  clear  and  well  founded,  I  formed  it  in- 
to 
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to  a  memorial,  which  I  preferred  to  a  great ! 
man  at  that  court,   and  was  favoured   with 
this  frivolous  anfwer,   "  That  none  would 
then  fpeak  to  the  Emprefs  (Elif  abeth)  about  | 
any  private  affairs  !" 


N       IS. 


!    -  D„CoogU 
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